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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Parks Victoria and Hobsons Bay City Council commissioned the preparation of a Master Plan for Point
Gellibrand to create a regional park which respects and conserves the site’s cultural heritage values and the
coast. The plan was prepared in parallel with the creation of a Strategic Directions Plan for the coast from
Point Gellibrand, Williamstown to Laverton Creek, Altona Meadows.
The process undertaken involved extensive community involvement, including:
• liaison with a Community Consultative Committee throughout the process;
• ‘Have Your Say’ forms distributed via libraries and letter boxing, with over 300 returns;
• public information day at Point Gellibrand attended by over 200 people;
• displays in libraries, the City’s Corporate Centre and shop windows in Nelson Place;
• discussions with and submissions from key stakeholders;
• a petition by the Save Point Gellibrand Action Group, with approximately 400 signatures.
In relation to the general character created by the new park, the largest number of respondents indicated
that the development of the site needed to maintain the sense of freedom and open expanse of the site.
The Master Plan is the outcome of a consideration of a number of Design Concepts, elements of which
were to some extent interchangeable, and the community responses. The issue of the coast road was one
of the major issues raised during the consultation process and the subsequent panel hearing. The other
significant input is the consideration of the Victorian Coastal Strategy (2002) and the Siting Design
Guidelines for Structures on the Victorian Coast (1998).
The Master Plan proposes a design for the site that addresses the three major issues confronting the
planning process, namely:
Cultural heritage
•

it recognises the site’s crucial role in the history of the colony by developing a framework for
interpretation, focused on the Timeball Tower and conserving the few remaining historical features.
With the site being described as one of the most historically important in Australia, the “story” of Point
Gellibrand, the colonisation of Victoria and the culture of the Koori inhabitants is an important one to be
told through the interpretation framework.

Park character
•

the plan captures the highly valued “wild” spirit of the place through a very open and “unmanicured”
landscape character, formed by extensive plantings of indigenous grasses and low coastal trees.
Broad swathes of native grasses form a mosaic with turf grasses to maintain a wild feel while
accommodating passive unstructured recreation pursuits.

Coastal road
•

while the current coastal road is an attractive drive, it cuts the park off from the sea and creates a
physical barrier between the park proper and the coast. Significant change would have traffic
implications for Williamstown that are not fully understood. The Master Plan proposes retention of the
road in its current location in the immediate future, but proposes a substantial traffic and transport study
to establish the optimum future for the road. With the resolution of the road’s future, the location and
alignment of the Bay Trail can also be finalised.

In addition to these key elements, the Master Plan proposes the creation of a range of new visitor facilities
within the park, including:
• a picnic area and shelter in the land adjacent to Hanmer Street;
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•
•
•
•

new toilet facilities related to the Timeball Tower area;
redevelopment of the picnic and barbecue facilities and the provision of toilets at the Quarry Picnic
Area;
seating and passive recreation opportunities at Shelly Beach;
a low key adventure playground at the Quarry Picnic Area.

The Master Plan has been through an extensive consultative process culminating in a public panel hearing.
Its incorporation into the Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme will ensure that the planning aspects of the park's
implementation will be facilitated. Parks Victoria and Hobsons Bay City Council will continue to work with
each other in relation to the implementation of the Master Plan. Parks Victoria is the Public Land Manager
for the park under the Planning Scheme.
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1

INTRODUCTION

The Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park was created by the reservation of crown land under the Crown
Land (Reserves) Act 1978 and the appointment of Parks Victoria as the Committee of Management for the
park.
This Master Plan is an incorporated document in the Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme, being included in the
schedule to Clause 81. The incorporation gives exemption from planning permit requirements for any
development and works that are in accordance with the Master Plan.
Other permits and approvals apply in relation to the park including exemptions granted by Heritage Victoria
under section 66 of the Heritage Act 1995.
The Master Plan facilitates the creation of a regional park, which respects and conserves the site’s cultural
heritage values and the coast.
The preparation of this Master Plan coincided with the preparation of an overall Strategic Directions Plan for
the coast between Williamstown and Altona. This Strategic Directions Plan broadly outlined the future roles
for parklands as a whole, as well as for the individual parks. It included a vision for the management and
enhancement of the parklands over the next five to ten years.
The intent of the Point Gellibrand Master Plan is to provide ‘a blueprint for the area to transform the site into
a public park’.
The Point Gellibrand Master Plan is intended to:
•
•
•

provide an agreed direction for the development and management of the site;
reflect the cultural heritage values of the site and outline the recreational facilities and services to be
developed; and
set out the future land use and enhancement of the area, particularly the coastal values.
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2
2.1

SITE ANALYSIS
Local context

Point Gellibrand is located on the west side of the mouth of the Yarra River. The site is bounded by
Kanowna Street on the west, Hanmer Street, the projection of Ann Street to Morris Street, Railway Terrace,
the eastern boundary of Fort Gellibrand and the Coast or Battery Road on the south side and the Bay to the
east.
To the north and north-west the site is adjacent to generally industrial land uses, comprising the Tenix
Shipyards as well as Mobil’s storage tanks and a range of other industrial land uses. To the west of the site
adjacent uses are largely existing residential land uses. The Williamstown Railway Station is located at the
western edge of the site approximately half way along its north-south extent.
The site is connected to the Williamstown Historic Precinct via Nelson Place, which is approximately 500
metres to the west. The Nelson Place precinct is a major focus for day tripper tourism to the city and
comprises a range of commercial activities with a large proportion of food related outlets. A number of
ferries operate from the Gem Pier area and connect to Southbank and St Kilda as well as providing
pleasure tours within the Bay. South west of the site is the Williamstown Beach Precinct which is one of the
two major beaches serving Melbourne’s western region, the other being Altona, over 7 kilometres away.
The precinct is extremely popular for barbeques and picnics year round.
A summary of the site’s local context is shown on Site Analysis Figure 1, Local Context.
2.2

Natural factors

The coastal nature of the site and its topography render it extremely wind exposed. Facing south-east
towards Port Phillip Bay, the site is highly exposed to south-easterly, southerly and south- westerly winds
which are often cold and salt laden. This wind exposure creates particularly harsh conditions for plant
growth and is evident in plantings on the site. From the north, winds tend to be hot in summer, particularly
from the north and north-west and in winter, these northerly and north-westerly winds bring very cold inland
air flows across the site.
Vegetation on the site is extremely limited with a number of small copses of native but not indigenous trees.
Apart from these clumps of low trees and tall shrubs, the site is covered largely by pioneer and opportunistic
weed species for the extent of the former railway yards and predominantly kikuyu turf over the area adjacent
to Fort Gellibrand.
Vegetation in the adjacent streets is a wide range of species including: Norfolk Island Hibiscus trees, Desert
Ash, Prickly Paper Bark, Peppercorns, Claret Ash, English Elms and Plane Trees. A small area of
indigenous plantings is evident at the northern end of the site in the carpark adjacent to the Mobil Tank
Farm.
The bay edge of the site provides important shellfish habitat though it is severely degraded by human use.
A summary of the natural factors is shown on Site Analysis Figure 2, Natural Factors.
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Coastal Edge
The rocky shoreline and intertidal areas of the site are an important shellfish habitat and there are regular
sightings of a number of shorebirds, including the Great Egret, Intermediate Egret, White Ibis,
Oystercatchers and Australian Pelicans. The Great Egret and Intermediate Egret are both listed under the
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. The Great Egret is listed as Endangered, Intermediate Egret as
Critically Endangered and the Glossy Ibis as Vulnerable in the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife (NRE 1998). The
Great Egret is also listed under international migratory bird agreements, China-Australia Migratory Bird
Agreement (CAMBA) and Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA) and the Glossy Ibis is listed
under CAMBA. The sitings of these species are expected to increase when the values of the site are
improved.
The site has a mix of landform types with beaches (sand and shell), vegetated shorelines and sand bars,
intertidal and subtidal vegetation and subtidal reefs of basalt, limestone or consolidated sediment all located
along the coastline of the site (Port Phillip Bay Coastal Values Assessment, 1997).
The site contains the Williamstown Lava Blister which is described as an unusual rock formation and which
is of regional/local geomorphological significance.
Shelly Beach is a small sandy shoreline area embraced on two sides by basaltic rock outcrops. Vehicular
access to Shelly Beach has been closed to enable revegetation works to be undertaken. The foreshore
area provides opportunities for extensive rehabilitation of the coastline.
2.3

Cultural heritage

Williamstown and Point Gellibrand in particular were pivotal in the early settlement of the colony of Victoria.
The site contains a rich history associated with Victoria’s early settlement and the State’s ongoing
commerce and wealth-creation. It has been described, by historian Geoffrey Blainey, as the second most
important heritage site in the nation, after Circular Quay.
The site is of natural significance and is a unique landscape in Victoria. Its open and exposed character
retains and expresses its historic relationship with the sea and the isolation required for its specialised
functions.
The depth and richness of this history is described in a number of publications with the one most informing
this project being the Point Gellibrand Heritage Study, by Allom Lovell (1994).
A number of the specific features are listed on the Victorian Heritage Register. Point Gellibrand is listed on
the Heritage Inventory and the Register of the National Estate as a site of cultural heritage and landscape
significance.
A brief summary of the highlights of elements and eras on the site is shown on Site Analysis Figure 3,
Cultural Heritage, and outlined below:
Electric Telegraph Station Site
1854 - 55 (demolished 1874-76)
Site of first telegraph link in Australia.
Observatory Buildings Site
1853 (removed 1860s)
Was of great importance to scientific world and navigation and shipping. (Operation transferred in 1863 to
site near Botanical Gardens).
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Railway Yards
1857 onwards (removed during 1980s)
Of great significance to commercial history of Victoria. First Government railway workshops built. As grain
terminal, significant as master shipping facility and contributor to Victoria’s export trade.
Williamstown Railway Station
1858 – 59. Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.
Oldest in Victoria to survive relatively unaltered.
Thompson Street Bridge
1856. Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register (part station precinct)
One of earliest road over rail bridges in Victoria.
Ann Street Footbridge
1883 (altered 1916). Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register (part station precinct)
Historically significant as part of Railway Station precinct.
Former rail alignment
Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register (part station precinct)
Historically significant as part of former railway use of site. Alignment to be marked for use as a pedestrian
trail to interpret original use.
Former Marine Survey Office Site
c 1850s
Burial Ground Site
1842 (removed 1899)
One of the early quarantine facilities of this colony. There is moderate potential that bodies still remain in
the original burial ground.
Quarries
1853 - onward
Provided essential work for convicts/ prisoners in prison hulks and supplied much of the stone used for
major public structures in 1850s and 1860s.
Fort Gellibrand
1861 – 1986. Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.
Last physical remains of military presence at Point Gellibrand and defensive strategy for Melbourne.
Velocity Range Site
1930s
Cricket Ground & Recreation Reserve
‘Reserve’ since 1839. Williamstown Cricket Club 1852.
The Right Battery Site
1861 (demolished 1890s)
Part of original defence works - Hobson’s Bay.
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Quarry Tramway Site
1854 (removed 1870s)
Significant part of quarrying and convict/ prisoner history of the Port. Followed basic alignment of existing
water edge roadway.
Melbourne Williamstown Railway
1853 - 1859
First Government Railway Line opened. Was of major importance to development of Williamstown as Port
and defence installation.
Gellibrand (Railway) Pier
1854 - 1859. Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.
Second major railway pier constructed on Hobson’s Bay. Some of original structure remains.
Breakwater Pier
1859 - 1861. Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.
Original convict/ prisoner jetty. Part of major railway works of 1850s with Gellibrand Pier; had major impact
on success of prominence of the Point in early maritime history of the colony.
Boat Harbour Site
c 1880s. Listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.
The tank farm between Breakwater and Gellibrand Piers has an association with the boat harbour. The
area was landfilled in the early 1950s for the construction of oil storage tanks and much of the early stone
and earth embankments to the pier are now obscured.
Silo Bases
1936
No silos ever built.
Tide Gauge House/Site
1855 - 56
Relocated to Commonwealth Reserve, Nelson Place c1955. The only purpose built tide gauge to have
survived from this period.
Lighthouse/Timeball Tower
1851 - only surviving above ground structure of 1840s & 50s. Listed on the Victorian Heritage
Register.
Second lighthouse constructed on Port Phillip Bay. Second oldest surviving lighthouse in Victoria. As
Timeball Tower played essential part in navigational and communications history of the colony.
Flagstaff
1840 - removed 1862
Vital part of early communications prior to telegraph in 1854.
Lighthouse Battery
1855 - 1871
First permanent battery built on Hobson’s Bay. Site and semi-circular formation is of State historical
significance.

Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park Master Plan
Page 5

Breakwater Pier Battery Site
1861 (removed 1880s).
Significant part of original defence works for Hobson’s Bay. Possibly only battery of this type built in
Victoria.
2.4

Physical and visual conditions

This component of the analysis primarily addresses the elements which form the visual character of the site,
as well as access, circulation and landscape character. The summary of this analysis is shown on Site
Analysis Figure 4, Physical and visual conditions.
Views
The most prominent element of the site is the viewing opportunities out and across the bay from the majority
of the area. These views are extremely attractive and, from varying locations, provide a range of
panoramas to the south-east and north-east of Port Phillip Bay. Toward the northern end of Breakwater
Pier, views of the city skyline can be gained with little foreground impediment, while the tops of city buildings
can be seen from other portions of the site with a foreground of the Tenix Shipyard area.
Excellent views are also available from the adjacent street network across the site to the bay. These view
corridors are particularly important for the local residents as they form an important sense of connection of
the town to the water. Within the site itself, the Timeball Tower forms a major visual focus. To the west of
the site, a residential high rise tower creates a very dominant and intrusive element.
Pipeline
Along Railway Terrace, an above-ground pipeline connects the Mobil Tank Farm to the refineries at Altona.
This pipe forms a major visual and physical barrier through this section of the site. Parks Victoria will
continue discussions with Mobil regarding the possibility of undergrounding the pipeline.
Railway Terrace carpark
Adjacent to Railway Terrace is a small carpark which has a bluestone toilet facility adjacent to it. This toilet
is perceived to have significant security concerns due to undesirable use patterns. The toilet facility
servicing the western end of the park will be relocated to the Quarry Picnic Area.
Character areas
Visually and physically, the site falls into two primary and quite separate components:
A.
B.

the former railway lands at the northern end which have essentially a ‘waste land’ character resulting
from piles of rubbish and various weed species predominating on the site and
the area in front of Fort Gellibrand which has a different visual character, with large areas of mown but
rough grass, unbroken by taller vegetation.

Within these two overall components of the site are a number of more subtle precincts:
1. the coastal edge area, including the coast road. This precinct differs slightly from north to south, with
the berm adjacent to the roadway in the section north of Railway Terrace creating a somewhat different
character;
2. the Timeball Tower and carpark area;
3. the large railway precinct, but excluding the Timeball Tower and carpark area;
4. the former Quarries area with its landform depressions (covering about half the area south of Railway
Terrace); and
5. the area south of Railway Terrace with its carpark and slightly mounded landform.
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Tenix Carpark
At the northern end of the site, the Tenix Carpark creates a major visual intrusion on the land. Although the
majority of the carpark is freehold land, a portion of this site is Crown land leased to Tenix for carparking
purposes. This large triangular area has a long-term lease arrangement, but is deemed in the future to not
be required for the carpark as it exists.
Timeball Tower carpark
The parking area around the Timeball Tower is extremely popular year round. It provides excellent
panoramic views across the bay and seems to respond to a demonstrated need for vehicle based viewing
locations. The tank farm to the north of this area however is highly visually intrusive on the site and blocks
otherwise excellent views to the city skyline. Nevertheless, within this area, some elements of the industrial
landscape, such as the shipyards, do create visual interest.
2.5

Traffic

The coast road forms part of the local traffic network. Battery Road which runs along the foreshore of the
site linking Nelson Place, the Timeball Tower, the Williamstown Cricket Ground and the Esplanade is a very
popular scenic drive with locals and visitors alike. The road also serves a secondary role as a route from
Nelson Place westwards. It is a popular route for people walking along the coast or parking and taking in
the view of the Bay and ships coming into the Port of Melbourne.
The need to minimise off-site traffic impacts for surrounding residents was therefore a key issue in the
planning process.
A number of Traffic Management Studies have been undertaken to investigate the likely traffic impacts of
the different road options and recommend mechanisms to minimise the impact on the surrounding area.
Comprehensive traffic volumes have been compiled on all roads within the study area.
2.6

Hazard and contamination

In 1992, Quantarisk Pty Ltd prepared a ‘quantified risk assessment’ for the Occupational Health and Safety
Authority. The report found that the presence of the Mobil Oil Tanks, and the former unloading of butadiene
at Breakwater Pier, present a potential hazard. The assessment defined ‘risk contours’ around the tank
farm and Breakwater Pier. These contours determined that beyond approximately a 120m radius from the
tank farm, any form of land use (including residential) would be acceptable.
2.7

Site remediation

Parks Victoria is seeking a Statutory Environmental Audit for the central 7.7 ha portion of the site that
requires remediation.
The railway operations and rail related industries and services are considered to have had the most
significant impact on the environmental condition of the site, with the soil suspected to contain some
contaminants.
Parks Victoria engaged consultants and an EPA accredited auditor to undertake an Environmental Site
Assessment (ESA) of the site and prepare a Remediation Action Plan (RAP).
The ESA included the preparation of a site history, the collection of samples from 0.1, 0.5 and at 1 m
intervals thereafter until natural soil was encountered.
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173 samples from 55 grid locations were analysed for an Analyte Screen by composting into forty-seven 2-,
3- and 4-part composites.
The ESA revealed widespread contamination of the site soils with polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs),
heavy metals and limited contamination with total recoverable hydrocarbons (TRHs). Reported
concentrations of these contaminants exceeded the adopted environmental criteria across almost the entire
site (ie 90%) and also exceeded the adopted health criteria across most of the site.
A groundwater assessment indicated pollution of the aquifer due to minor exceedences of the adopted
ecosystem protection criteria (ie the elevated metals were copper, lead and nickel). A Clean Up To The
Extent Practical (CUTEP) assessment was subsequently prepared and will be submitted to the EPA.
A Remediation Action Plan (RAP) has been prepared to guide the transformation of the site into public open
space to achieve an Environmental Audit signoff, confirming that the site is suitable for its intended use.
The RAP includes strategies for preventing and or managing the exposure to the site of all relevant human
and environmental receptors.
The remediation will involve stripping of all vegetation from the site and capping the site with clean fill (0.5 to
0.75 metres) to protect park users and the environment from the underlying material. It will also include the
development of the rail trail, associated drainage and fencing works.
An Environmental Management Plan (EMP) has been prepared which outlines Parks Victoria’s
environmental requirements for contractors involved in the remediation and redevelopment of the portion of
the park that is subject to the Environmental Audit.
The EMP provides a framework for managing environmental impacts from the design, construction and
operation phases, and will assist contractors to identify the actions that can be taken to remove or minimise
these impacts.
Site remediation works will include the following:
• fencing of the site for security and public safety;
• stripping of all vegetation and removal of all rubbish and inert materials from the site;
• cutting and stock piling of excess spoil on–site;
• shaping of site to receive clean fill material;
• capping all surface areas with a minimum of 0.5 to 0.75 metres of Fill Material to EPA standards,
inclusive of the 0.1m topsoil layer;
• creation of the heritage rail trail;
• drainage works;
• hydro-seed the entire site with exotic grass; and
• grass establishment.
Parks Victoria was issued a planning permit (No. P03.254) on 6 June 2003 to undertake the remediation
works.
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3

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

From the analysis work that was carried out, a summary of the opportunities perceived for the park as well
as the constraints on its development as a park, were created.
The opportunities were seen to include:
• reinforcing the rich history of the entire site, particularly focussing on the Timeball Tower at the northern
end;
• interpretation of the findings of the archaeological study which found the area near the Timeball Tower
to be an area of high potential archaeological sensitivity;
• retaining the sense of space and ‘wildness’ which is perceived as one of the fundamentally important
elements of Point Gellibrand;
• providing more picnic facilities, eg. in the Hanmer St area;
• providing more passive recreation and seating opportunities at or near Shelly Beach;
• development of a low key adventure playground at the Quarry Picnic Area;
• creating limited public access to Breakwater Pier, if only for visual access across the Bay;
• softening the visual impact of the Tenix carpark;
• respecting and reflecting elements of the former railway uses and particularly the original railway
alignment to Breakwater and Gellibrand Piers;
• creating better pedestrian and cycle linkages to the south and to the north east;
• retaining the important view lines from adjacent streets as well as from within the site itself;
• ensuring the integration of the leasehold carpark areas into the park on expiry of existing arrangements
in relation to these areas;
• creating more attractive arrival points to the park at a number of locations with appropriate facilities,
particularly at Nelson Place and Quarry Picnic Area.
The constraints on the park as it exists were seen to include:
• the coast road and the barrier that it creates to pedestrian access to the water’s edge;
• the need to respect existing residential land uses adjacent to the site;
• the need to carry out remediation of the contamination resulting from the former railyards usage of the
site;
• the need to accommodate the continuing military use of Fort Gellibrand;
• the limits created by the Mobil pipelines along the Railway Terrace area;
• the need to maintain vehicle access to Gellibrand and Breakwater Piers for their continuing port
function;
• the limitation placed on the development of facilities in the vicinity of the Mobil tanks for any facilities
which may attract large numbers of people to stay for a significant period of time.
These issues are summarised on the Opportunities and Constraints Plan.
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4

PREFERRED MASTER PLAN

The Master Plan is described below under a number of headings:
4.1

Summary

The Point Gellibrand Master Plan retains the existing ‘wild’ coastal character of the site while replacing the
weeds and rubbish with broad swathes of native grasses, clumps of coastal indigenous trees and pockets of
exotic turf for picnicking and strolling. The rich cultural heritage of the site will be interpreted in a very low
key manner for those interested in the history of the Point by implementing the interpretation framework
prepared by Parks Victoria, in conjunction with Hobsons Bay City Council and the community. The Master
Plan proposes retention of the coast road in the immediate term until further traffic analysis is undertaken
and its long-term alignment resolved.
4.2

Land use

With one of the main aspects of the park being the retention of its ‘wild’ character, it is important that the
concept ensures that much of the site retains and reinforces that feeling. To achieve this, a focussing of
activity is proposed into a number of key locations around the site.
Timeball Tower
The Timeball Tower area will be the focus of historic interpretation for the site. The Timeball Tower, being
the major remaining vestige of early settlement and one of the tallest elements on the site, is the focus for
telling the story of the colony’s early settlement. So as not to compete with the importance of the Timeball
Tower itself, and also to allow people to understand some of the change that the area has undergone, a
sunken area is proposed around the Timeball Tower as the focus for this most attractive end of the park.
The area would be lowered to its original level (approximately 1 metre below existing) and the original
alignment of the coast marked by way of a rock formation to show the original logic of the Timeball Tower’s
location.
This feature would be augmented by a relief map of the Williamstown Peninsula as a sort of ‘key guide’ to
the remainder of the site, highlighting important historical points, not only on Point Gellibrand itself, but
throughout the Port town. The alignment of the original Gellibrand Pier Railway Line will also be reinforced
through the use of a pedestrian rail trail as a marker along the original route.
Lighthouse Battery Lookout and Carpark
Adjacent to this interpretative focus is a formalised carpark area at the former Lighthouse Battery. This area
provides a pedestrian promenade and seating space to form a large lookout to encourage people to get out
of their cars and enjoy the view of the bay and passing ships.
Quarry Picnic Area
The second major focus of visitor activity already implemented is the Quarry Picnic Area. This area has
been developed as a barbecue and picnic facility servicing the western end of the park. The former roadedge barbecues were relocated to a more appropriate site, and augmented with picnic tables and seats.
Carparking and roadworks at this area have been upgraded. Toilets will be provided at this location to cater
for visitors to the western end of the park.
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Picnic area
Another focus of visitor activity would be the area adjacent to Hanmer Street. This section of land forms an
ideal opportunity for passive recreation uses such as picnic facilities, including a shelter, and seating
opportunities. Linkages to the park from this area are important as it is the main entrance point for arrival
from the Williamstown Railway Station. The historic rail trail and a path system connects the local street
network and the railway station to the rest of the site.
Shelly Beach
Shelly Beach will be the other key area, providing for passive recreation and seating opportunities. The key
attraction of the Shelly Beach area will be the natural setting close to the water’s edge. No barbeques are
proposed in this location. This area provides significant opportunities for revegetation to enhance the
coastal strip and the site’s natural values.
4.3

Mobil Oil Tanks

A short-term priority is the installation of public toilet facilities in this general vicinity to cater for the larger
visitor numbers that are attracted to the Timeball Tower area. Parks Victoria will continue to liaise with
Melbourne Ports Corporation regarding the development of toilet and carparking facilities on their land,
which adjoins the park.
4.4

Existing landholdings

The Master Plan shows park development over a triangular area which is currently a Tenix carparking area.
The return of this parcel to park usage at the expiry of the lease will allow a far better visual connection
across the wider portion of the park at the end of Hanmer Street. This connection is extremely important to
the preservation of the wild character of the park as well as the important view corridors between the
Timeball Tower and the Station precinct. The return of this area to parkland will also facilitate the
reinstatement of the Flagstaff to its original location, which is currently within the carpark lease area.
4.5

Vehicle access and circulation

A number of Traffic Management Studies have been undertaken to investigate the likely traffic impacts of
the different road options and recommend mechanisms to minimise the impact on the surrounding area.
Comprehensive traffic volumes have been compiled on all roads within the study area.
Following extensive community consultation regarding the preferred road option for the park, it was
determined that traffic management implications within the park, and more broadly in Hobsons Bay itself,
are not yet fully understood. Therefore Battery Road will be maintained in its present position for the
immediate term, while an intensive traffic management study is developed and the road’s long-term
alignment resolved. The study is being by Hobsons Bay City Council.
This traffic management study for the Park and Williamstown will need to look at a range of issues for the
precinct, including:
• a comprehensive analysis of the trends in traffic movements associated with the establishment of the
Park and other proposed commercial, housing and tourism developments that will affect traffic in the
Williamstown area;
• a survey and analysis of visitor trends, visitor preferences for recreational activities, and the directions
and modes of movement used by visitors while in Williamstown;
• an analysis of future population growth and the implications arising from Melbourne 2030;
• a survey to estimate likely visitor numbers to the Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park; and
• minimisation of off-site intrusion into residential areas associated with carparking and traffic.
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In the interim, Railway Terrace will be closed near the southern boundary of the Fort, as shown
diagrammatically in the Master Plan. A vehicle turnaround area will be constructed at the end of the
roadway to allow cars to circulate and turn around easily. A pedestrian trail linking to the water’s edge will
be developed. The retention of Railway Tce to the water’s edge and the provision of carparking at this
location was investigated, however due to cost constraints and the fact that Railway Tce is a local access
road, rather than a park access road, it was resolved to close Railway Tce to vehicles at the southern
boundary of the Fort and not provide carparking at this location.
The future resolution of the coastal roadway will allow the finalisation of the Bay Trail alignment. The Bay
Trail and any new hard paved areas should be constructed so that any stormwater from the works will be
treated and disposed of consistent with the Best Practice Guidelines for Water Sensitive Urban Design.
(Refer Section 4.12)
Within the park, a network of trails will be constructed generally in accordance with the network shown
diagrammatically in the Master Plan and the interpretation framework.
4.6

Carparking

The park has two key areas for carparking:
• Timeball Tower carpark - 51 carparking spaces, including 2 disabled spaces;
• Quarry Picnic Area - 39 carparking spaces, including 3 disabled spaces.
In addition, overflow carparking of 220 spaces is available for use on weekends at the Tenix carpark, with
access from the southern entrance off Nelson Place, due to a 5 year agreement between Council and Tenix
that commenced in 2001.
The traffic management study for the precinct will investigate additional carparking requirements, including
the ongoing arrangements for the use of the Tenix carpark on weekends.
4.7

Park visitation

Usage of all parks in metropolitan Melbourne is highly correlated. This means that typical daily usage
patterns follow similar patterns across Melbourne and therefore, data in respect of one park or a collection
of parks can be used to predict daily arrival patterns at proposed parks such as Point Gellibrand (for further
information refer to ‘A Model for Estimating Urban Park Visitation’ by D. Zanon, Parks Victoria, 1998).
Parks Victoria has prepared a paper, ‘Estimate of visitors & analysis of carparking sufficiency’ that estimates
future visitation numbers to the park. Future visitation modelling indicates that peak visitation will be in the
Year 2022, with visitor numbers in the order of 227,130 per annum. This equates to 75,710 vehicles (based
on an average of 2.7 occupants per vehicle and 10% walk in visitors not using vehicles). The modelling
assumes that by the Year 2005 the visitor numbers increase as the park is being developed and facilities
are in place.
The proposed carparking capacity of 100 formal spaces will easily cope with the estimated future visitor
demand at the park. The analysis has been conducted on the basis that there are in the order of 227,000
visits per year staying on average 1 hour and 10 minutes.
The estimates of future park visitation are based on vehicles visiting the park as opposed to through traffic
using Battery Rd. The inclusion of Battery Rd traffic volumes would increase park visitation estimates as a
number of people pass through the park rather than visit the park.
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4.8

Visitor facilities

The main visitor facilities incorporated in this Master Plan are:
• toilets and carparking at Timeball Tower;
• toilets and barbecue facilities at the Quarry Picnic area;
• picnic facilities at Hanmer Street;
• passive recreation and seating opportunities at Shelly Beach;
• a low key adventure playground facility at the Quarry Picnic area.
4.9

Vegetation

The wild character of the site will be maintained through use of indigenous vegetation interspersed with
open turf areas. Through the broader portion of the park, large swathes of indigenous grasses, including,
for instance, Stipa stipoides, Poa poiformis and Themeda triandra are proposed to provide tall tussocks in
an open mosaic over the park to create a wild and unmanicured character. These tussock plantings would
include small defined copses of indigenous coastal trees such as Allocasuarina verticellata (Drooping Sheoak) and Banksia spp. Along the coastal edge, a number of salt bush species, including Rhagodia spp,
would be planted.
In between the swathes of indigenous grassland plantings would be areas of exotic turf which would allow
use for picnicking, strolling, kite flying and a myriad of other passive leisure pursuits. The mosaic is
designed to ensure that views across the park are framed by large areas of tussock grasses, retaining the
wild character.
Following site remediation, a detailed landscaping plan will be developed to determine appropriate plantings
of native grasses and copses of trees. In developing the plan, the key landscape objective will be retention
of the flat, wild character of the site, through plantings of low grasses and copses of trees, and retention of
views across the park to the bay. The plan will be developed in consultation with Council and the
community.
Parks Victoria will establish a more broadly-based Friends Group to assist with site revegetation and
increase community ownership and involvement in development of the park.
Parks Victoria will develop an environmental monitoring program to monitor ecological improvements and
guide decision-making as the park is developed.
4.10 Heritage Management
The site is affected by a number of heritage controls. These include controls set out in the Hobsons Bay
Planning Scheme and the Victorian Heritage Register. Incorporation of this Master Plan into the Hobsons
Planning Scheme is intended to operate by including it in the schedule to clause 81, so that no further
planning permits will be required in the area not covered by approvals given by Heritage Victoria.
Heritage analysis of the site or components of the site include:
• Point Gellibrand Heritage Study (Allom Lovell & Associates, 1994).
• Fort Gellibrand Conservation Management Plan (Allom Lovell & Associates, 1993).
• City of Williamstown Conservation Study (Kinhill Stearns,1993).
• Archaeological Survey (Andrew Long & Associates, 2001).
• City of Williamstown Conservation Study Review (David Helms & Peter Barrett, with Graeme Butler &
Associates 2002).
• Hobsons Bay Heritage Study (Hobsons Bay City Council 2003).
Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park Master Plan
Page 18

The Hobsons Bay Heritage Study documents the post-contact cultural significance of the Point Gellibrand
Heritage Precinct, including the significance and heritage values of Battery Rd and the chronology of its
development and modification over time.
Heritage Victoria has provided permit and consent exemptions for works that impact on sites listed on the
Victorian Heritage Register. Permit exemptions and consents have been received which allow the following
works to be undertaken:
• a key visitor and interpretation node at the Timeball Tower, with the area excavated to its original level.
• a railway walk along the original track alignment, location marked with ballast.
• restoration of the Ann St footbridge as an elevated structure/ lookout over the park.
• a network of trails through the park, linking interpretation opportunities and points of interest. The
development of interpretive material to highlight the history of the site is important, as there are few
remaining structures evident within the park.
An archaeological survey was undertaken by Andrew Long & Associates in 2001 to determine or confirm
the presence and value of Indigenous and non indigenous archaeological/ cultural sites within the park and
recommend management options for these sites. The site will be developed in accordance with legislative
requirements and the recommendations of the study.
Any works carried out on the land should be mindful of the recommendations set out in the heritage studies
and the archaeological survey.
4.11 Historic interpretation
A detailed interpretation framework for the park supplements this Master Plan. An oral history project was
undertaken to capture the history of the site and provide background information into the development of the
interpretation framework. An interpretation framework for the park has been developed by Parks Victoria, in
conjunction with Hobsons Bay City Council and the community and will ensure park users gain an
understanding of the site’s unique history. The interpretation framework has been developed in a manner
that does not visually impact on the ‘wild’ character of the site and retains the historically flat topography of
the railway precinct.
The framework proposes a network of interpretation opportunities being created across the park. This grid
lends some order and coherence to the interpretative story and also allows users to wander through the site
in a directed way from one point of interpretation to another. While it was initially envisaged that these
interpretative nodes could be excavated into the existing ground level, more recent analysis of the
contamination levels of the park suggest that excavation should be avoided.
The interpretation framework proposes key orientation and site overview nodes being provided at either end
of the park. A centre piece of the site will be a main trail running along the former railway alignment, from
the Williamstown Railway Station to the Timeball Tower.
The interpretation framework outlines the following elements:
• the Timeball Tower will be the focus of orientation and interpretation for the Park. Near the carpark
interpretation signage, providing site information and an overview of the history of the site, has been
installed.
• the Quarry Picnic area is the other key area for orientation and interpretation signage. Interpretative
signage has been installed
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adjacent to the Tower itself will be specific history and stories about the Timeball Tower and the
Lighthouse.
in the middle of the former Railway Yards, there will be interpretation of the railways period of site
usage, including the early building of railways to the site, the shedding, the footings, and the various
track remains around the area.
also in the central portion of the site will be interpretation of Aboriginal culture appropriate to the site.
This indigenous history of the site will be interpreted following discussions with the local Koori
community, focussing on use of the area prior to European settlement.
near Shelly Beach, interpretation will concentrate on environmental and natural aspects of the site
including the shellfish habitat of the rocks, the Koori food gathering in the area and the geology of the
site.
in the southern portions of the site around the former convict/ prisoner quarries, interpretation will focus
on the early establishment of the colony, convict life and quarry usage.
at the southern end of the Park, the importance of Fort Gellibrand to the early colony will be interpreted
at a point that encourages viewing of the restored elements of the Fort and allows people to get a
“canons eye view” of the bay from the southern end of the embankments. This could be the information
point for a self-guided history walk around the Fort precinct.
the restoration of Ann Street footbridge will provide opportunities for interpretation of the establishment
and history of the historic railway footbridge, as well as opportunities to interpret the importance of rail to
the viability of the colony.

4.12 Stormwater Treatment
As the detailed design for the implementation of each stage proceeds, the treatment of stormwater will be
resolved. In all situations, stormwater will be treated according to Melbourne Water’s current Best
Management Practices for Stormwater. Treatment measures adopted may include swales, bio-retention
trenches, gross pollutant traps and other devices to ensure that the quality of stormwater entering Port
Phillip Bay meets all agency requirements.
4.13 Design Guidelines for future facilities
Any structures, such as toilets, picnic shelters, play equipment and the like, will be designed to maintain and
enhance the open “wild” character, scale of the site and respect the site’s cultural heritage values. Parks
Victoria has a Facilities Design Manual (1998) which will guide the design and scale of toilet blocks,
carparks, roads, paths, shelters and seating within the park. The manual is applied state wide in the
development of facilities within parks and reserves.
The following broad guidelines define the key elements of such built elements.
Form
The form of any built element should be sympathetic to the coastal nature of the site. Low structures are
preferred, ensuring that their bulk and mass does not stand out against the built form around the site. The
general form of proposed buildings should reflect the form of the surrounding residential and small scale
commercial buildings rather than the industrial buildings nearby. Notwithstanding this aim, innovative
proposals that go beyond this guideline can be assessed on their individual merits.
In the case of the Hanmer Street picnic shelter, building forms reminiscent of the former railways sheds
could be appropriate to create a light airy structure. The form of playground elements should be simple
rather than complex.
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Scale & Mass
The scale of any buildings should relate to people, being a maximum of 4m in height. Larger buildings such
as toilet facilities must have an articulated façade.
Colours & Texture
Colours and texture for new structures must be predominantly low key muted tones that help the building
blend into the landscape rather than stand out from it. Colours should reflect the muted tones of the
vegetation, soil and rocks of the site. Bolder highlight colours and/or textures may be acceptable in limited
areas where they demonstrably contribute to the overall character of the built form.
Playground colours should be predominantly natural timber and galvanised steel, though as with buildings,
limited use of highlight colour is acceptable.
Materials
Materials chosen for structures must be:
• hardy and capable of withstanding vandalism (in some situations);
• durable in relation to the coastal environment;
• selected to minimise maintenance and provide a long service life.
Roof pitches must be greater than 10% to achieve ‘self-washing’ and maximise the lifespan of the roofing
product.
Environmentally “friendly” materials should be used wherever possible on built form elements within the
Park. Such materials include recycled and recyclable materials, those with low ‘embodied energy’ and
those that are safe both in application and end-use.
Natural stone material (basalt) is an appropriate material when used in conjunction with other guidelines.
In general, all built form elements should comply with Siting & Design Guidelines for Structures on the
Victorian Coast, VCC (1998).
The key works and elements proposed in development of Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park are shown
on the Point Gellibrand Master Plan.

Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park Master Plan
Page 21

5

IMPLEMENTATION AND PRIORITIES

In implementing the various recommendations and the works shown in this Master Plan, it should be
appreciated that the plan is not intended to show the detail of the proposed works and any structures that
are erected as part of the works. For instance, the location of various works and structures should not be
‘scaled’ off the Master Plan. It has not been prepared with that degree of accuracy.
The purpose of the Master Plan is to show in general terms, but with a fairly high degree of confidence as to
the overall outcome, how the park is to be developed.
The implementation of the Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park will necessarily be a long-term project.
A number of key priorities need to be set and their financial implications taken into account. Parks Victoria
will continue to work with the Hobsons Bay City Council and community to prioritise park implementation.
Inevitably however, the speed of implementation will be determined by the availability of funding.
The priorities for implementation are:
• capping of the contaminated portions of the site in accordance with the planning permit issued by the
Hobsons Bay City Council;
• revegetation of the capped areas in accordance with the landscaping plan approved by Parks Victoria;
• closure of Railway Terrace at a point generally as shown diagrammatically in the Master Plan;
• visitor facilities, including toilets, picnic and barbecue facilities;
• implementation of the interpretive framework for the park.
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