REFERRAL NUMBER 2013-02


For Public Notice via Internet

REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
Kilmore Wallan Bypass

Proponent:
VicRoads
Description of Project:


The Kilmore Wallan Bypass links the Northern Highway with the Hume Freeway in the Kilmore Wallan area, a distance of approximately 13 kilometres.  The road is proposed to be a two lane highway with a maximum design speed of 100 kilometres per hour.  The project includes reservation of land to provide future provision to widen the road to four lanes if required.  The bypass of Wallan utilises the existing Hume Freeway, with Kilmore bypassed via a new alignment between that Freeway and the intersection of the Northern Highway and Kilmore-Broadford Road.  VicRoads has put forward various route options for the section of the project that provides a bypass of Kilmore.  The main objective of the project is to reduce through traffic in the Kilmore and Wallan town centres and improve the road network’s safety and functionality.

Decision:

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is required for the proposed Kilmore Wallan Bypass project, as described in the referral accepted on 31 January 2013.
Reasons for Decision:

· The various project route alternatives have the potential to result in significant adverse effects including on native vegetation and ecological values, displacement and severance of residential and recreational land uses, noise, visual and landscape values, that in aggregate are of at least regional significance.
· There is a need for rigorous assessment of the potential significant effects of project route alternatives, to enable a transparent evaluation of alternatives in relation to opportunities for avoidance and/or minimisation of these effects to inform both project and statutory decision-making.

· The investigations of proposed project route alternatives to date have partially addressed their potential environmental effects. However there are a number of matters that warrant further investigation within an integrated assessment framework that an EES process will provide.
· An EES process responds to community interest in the project route alternatives by providing appropriate opportunities for public input.
Date of Decision:
15 April 2013















