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	[Insert the purpose of the study here. For example:]
[The Emerald Shire Heritage Assessment Study (the Study) is documenting and assessing 36 heritage places across the shire to ensure the information about how and why they are significant is up-to-date.]

[Insert caption for heritage place image.]
	Insert an image of a heritage place



What is heritage?
[Include a brief definition of heritage. For example:]
Heritage is what we have inherited from the past and wish to hand onto future generations.  It includes buildings, places, trees, landscapes and our customs, language, and beliefs. 
Why is heritage important?
[Include a statement of why heritage is important to your municipal area – sources could include heritage studies or the Municipal Planning Strategy in your planning scheme. For example:]
Heritage places are important for enriching our lives and our communities. Buildings, areas, landscapes and other places of heritage value provide a window to the past and to the origins of our communities in the post-contact era. Heritage places also add character, appeal and interest to our cities, towns, and countryside. They are irreplaceable and precious. 
Victorians overwhelmingly value their history, their cultural heritage and their heritage assets. Heritage is part of what makes a municipality distinctive and attracts people to the area. Heritage assets are integral to tourism promotion and economic prosperity. Of all the heritage places in Victoria, 90% are protected at the local level. (Local government’s role in heritage protection – An introduction for councillors, MAV and HCV, 2023).
Why is Council carrying out the Study?
[Explain why the study is being carried out. This should be in plain English and avoid too much technical detail. For example:]
Emerald Shire Council has identified the need to undertake a heritage assessment of 36 heritage places in the Shire, which include two precincts and 34 individual places located in Emerald, Emerald Village and Emerald plains.
The heritage places are currently included in the heritage overlay (HO) of the Emerald Planning Scheme.
However, the Emerald Heritage Study was prepared more than 15 years ago and is now out of date. There are also no local heritage policy or guidelines in the Emerald Planning Scheme to assist with managing or developing heritage places.
The purpose of the Study is to assess each of the local heritage places and prepare up-to-date place citations and local policy and guidelines to assist the council and property owners and managers to protect, manage and develop heritage places.
A specific task is to ensure all local HO places have a statement of significance with supporting documentation to ensure all local HO place values are identified and documented and to provide a sound basis for future management.
A related task is to identify potential heritage places, which should be assessed in future.
As is required by the State Planning and Environment Act (1987) the Study will provide Council with the information it needs:
‘To conserve and enhance buildings, areas and other places which are of scientific, aesthetic, architectural, or historical interest, or otherwise of special cultural value’
[Consider whether the following questions are relevant or include questions of your own:]
Will the current heritage controls that apply to my property change?
At this stage, no. When it is completed, the Study may identify places that require HO controls to be updated or changed.
However, this recommendation will need to be considered first by Council who must decide whether to proceed, which would require an amendment to the Emerald Planning Scheme to change any heritage controls.
Until this happens, the current HO controls that apply to your property will not change.
Will I be able to have my say if it is proposed to change current heritage controls for my property?
Yes. The planning scheme amendment process will provide the opportunity for all affected landowners or occupiers to make a formal submission to Council about the proposed heritage controls. This may result in an independent panel hearing process if Council and the landowner, or the occupier, do not agree about the heritage controls being proposed over the site.
	What happens next?
The assessment of heritage places has commenced, and site inspections will be carried out in [insert date].
Council will provide the owners of all local heritage places with the draft heritage citations and guidelines for their property for comment before the Study is finalised.
At this stage it is anticipated that draft assessments will be sent to owners in [insert date]. Once comments have been received it is anticipated the Study will be completed by [insert date].
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact [insert name, contact details].
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