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REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
East Grampians Rural Pipeline Project
Proponent:
Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water Corporation
Description of Project:


The Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water Corporation (the proponent) proposes to construct a pipeline network to provide a secure stock and domestic water supply to landowners living in the climate stressed region of eastern Grampians, western Victoria. The project extent is approximately 3,320 km2 of public (95%) and private (5%) land within the local government areas of Ararat Rural City, Northern Grampians Shire and Pyrenees Shire.  The proposed pipeline network will connect Lake Fyans to the existing Ararat water main and consist of a trunk line (~400km), distribution lines (~1000km), fourteen pump stations (20m x 30m), an open storage space (20m x 20m), a storage tank (1 ML), air and scour valves, power line extensions and connections to landholders. 

The design of the pipeline will have the capacity to supply all 1,500 rural landholdings within the project extent however connection to the scheme is voluntary. Modelling has indicated the demand for farming and lifestyle use across the project area to be a maximum of 750 ML/yr, with water to be sourced from the existing supplies in the Grampians catchment (via Lake Bellfield).
Decision:
The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not required for the East Grampians Rural Pipeline, as described in the referral accepted on 30 May 2019, subject to the following conditions:
1) The proponent must prepare a Project Design and Impact Assessment Report (PDIA Report) for the project, to the satisfaction of the Minister for Planning, which describes and documents:

a) the proposed alignment locations, design and site selection of the trunk pipelines, distribution pipelines and associated infrastructure (including scour valves, powerlines, pump stations, firefighting infrastructure and emergency access points); 

b) the predicted environmental impacts of the proposed alignments and design, in particular on native vegetation and biodiversity values, including large trees and listed communities and species of flora and fauna (such as under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 and DELWP’s advisory lists of threatened flora and fauna);

c) mapping that clarifies the locations of proposed infrastructure, predicted environmental impacts and key environmental assets/values to be avoided (e.g. environmental control points and no-go zones); 

d) investigations and surveys undertaken by suitably qualified persons to inform the prediction of potential environmental impacts of the project, particularly on native vegetation and biodiversity values, including large trees and listed communities and species of flora and fauna; 

e) the approach to delivery (including any staging) of the project’s construction; 

f) an assessment of environmental and geotechnical risks from the construction of the project to inform decisions on the proposed alignment, crossing methods and environmental management to be implemented to avoid and minimise environmental impacts; and
g) the proposed avoidance, minimisation and management measures/methods for mitigating potential impacts on key environmental assets and values identified, including Crown land.
2) The PDIA Report is to be prepared in consultation with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and other relevant agencies, including Parks Victoria, Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority, Wimmera Catchment Management Authority and relevant local councils, to enable timely review and advice on the assessment of potential impacts, alignment and site selection, design and construction methods with respect to the avoidance and minimisation of environmental impacts.

3) The proponent must prepare an Environmental Management Framework (EMF), to be approved by the Minister for Planning, prior to the commencement of any works. The EMF must be prepared in consultation with DELWP and include a statement of all environmental commitments for the project. The framework must also describe and document:

a) the purpose, scope and description of the project and its delivery (including any proposed staging) to be adopted for its construction;

b) the legislative requirements for the project;

c) a description of the environmental documents required for the project and the review, approval, and change process for each of them;

d) the proponent’s environmental policy and overview of environmental management system; 

e) the proposed framework for environmental management and governance of the project, that is to help ensure appropriate avoidance, minimisation and regulation of predicted environmental impacts and management of residual uncertainties during construction and operational phases; 

f) a community and stakeholder engagement management process to advise potentially affected stakeholders of the planned construction activities, project progress, mitigation measures and intended reinstatement measures where applicable

g) how the environmental risks and predicted impacts documented in the PDIA Report (Condition 1) are directly linked to appropriate mitigation and management measures;

h) roles and responsibilities during the construction of the project; and

i) the environmental monitoring, auditing, reporting, notification and reconciliation procedures for the project.

4) Prior to the commencement of any works for the project (or stage of the project), a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), consistent with the approved EMF, must be prepared for the project (or stage), in consultation with DELWP, the relevant local councils, the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority and Wimmera Catchment Management Authority, and then be submitted to and endorsed by the Secretary of the department administering the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987. 
5) Prior to the commencement of any works, a Threatened Species Management Plan must be prepared for the project, in consultation with DELWP, and then be submitted to and endorsed by the Secretary of the department administering the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987.  The plan must include specific measures intended to address possible impacts and risks on listed threatened species, particularly the Golden Sun Moth, Growling Grass Frog and Striped Legless Lizard.

6) Prior to the removal of any native vegetation, a Native Vegetation Offset Strategy must be prepared for the project to address predicted losses and detail how offsets will be met, which must then be submitted to and endorsed by the Secretary of the department administering the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987.
7) Prior to the removal of any native vegetation for the project (or stage of the project), a Native Vegetation Offset Plan for the project (or stage) must be prepared and then submitted to and endorsed by the Secretary of the department administering the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987.  The plan must outline the required offsets for that stage of the project and demonstrate that the offsets have been secured to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the department administering the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987.

Reasons for Decision: 
· With the exception of potential adverse effects on native vegetation and biodiversity values, the environmental effects of the project are unlikely to be of high significance and complexity. 
· Although the proponent has a broad intention to avoid and minimise impact through design, site-selection and construction methods, uncertainties remain on the extent of potential adverse environmental effects and the likely feasibility and effectiveness of avoid and mitigation measures.
· The conditions set out through this decision provide the most appropriate means for examining these effects and uncertainties, in particular for the potential adverse biodiversity effects. They will also enable examination of the adequacy of the measures proposed to avoid and mitigate impacts in the context of the relevant policy and regulatory requirements.  
· Potential adverse effects on Aboriginal cultural heritage and historic heritage values can be addressed through the statutory processes under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 and Heritage Act 2017.
· Other potential effects should be readily addressed through respective statutory requirements under the Environment Protection Act 1970 and Water Act 1989.
Date of Decision: 21/07/2019
