 Yarra Ranges C142: Burnham Beeches
Member Biographies


	Name
	Biography

	Lester Townsend (Chair)
	Lester was appointed as a Senior Panel Member with Planning Panels Victoria in October 2005, and has considerable experience in strategic and statutory planning, and project implementation.  Lester was a sessional member of Planning Panels Victoria from 1997 to 2005.  He has qualifications in town planning and sociology, holding a Bachelor of Town and Regional Planning (University of Melbourne) and Graduate Diploma of Sociology (LaTrobe University).  Additionally, Lester has provided strategic and statutory planning advice for a range of local and state government organisations and private companies.  He has a particular interest in integrated planning and has been involved in a number of transport and urban design projects.  Lester has expertise in plain English communication and drafting.  He is a Fellow of VPELA and has previously served on its Board.  He was also the former President of the Australia Institute of Urban Studies.

	Peter Edwards
	Peter Edwards has over 25 years of experience providing local and strategic traffic and civil engineering expertise to and for several local, and state agencies as well as private industry. He has extensive experience in  feasibility and traffic impact assessments for various developments, traffic and transport planning issues and parking strategies and investigations, Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) compliance. He has previously worked in private practice at HDS Australia and John Piper Traffic, VicRoads, and a number of local councils. At PPV, Peter has been involved in the Metropolitan Landfill Expansion (Ravenhall), Glen Waverley Activity Centre Structure Plan,  the Cardinia Road Employment Precinct and is currently a member of the Standing Advisory Committee for Social Housing Renewal. Peter holds qualifications in Bachelor of Engineering, Graduate Diplomas in Municipal Engineering and Business Administration, and is a Member of the Institute of Engineers Australia (NER).

	Natasha Reifshneider
	Natasha Reifschneider is has over 17 years’ experience as an Environmental Approvals Specialist with experience in local and state government. Natasha’s current employment is in private consulting. Natasha has project managed the approval process for a number of large industrial approvals projects in Victoria, including new quarry developments, windfarms, petro-chemical plant upgrades and more recently quarry closure and clean up.  Natasha also has experience in coastal planning and led the development of construction and operational Environmental Management Plans and coastal management plans around Victoria. Natasha’s qualifications are statutory planning, and environmental management. Natasha also has a certificate in IAP2.


