REFERRAL NUMBER 2008- 2008R00003

Attachment 1            
DECISION ON PROJECT:  ANGLESEA BOREFIELD PROJECT

under section 8B(3)(b) of the Environment Effects Act 1978

1.
Assessment though an Environment Effects Statement under the Environment Effects Act 1978 is not required for the reasons set out in the attached Reasons for Decision.

2.
This decision is subject to the following conditions:

· The design of a regime for monitoring of potential hydrological impacts of extracting groundwater from the Lower Eastern View Formation aquifer, as well as specification of performance criteria to both ensure extraction rates are sustainable and minimise the risk of adverse ecological effects, are to be subject to review by an independent expert(s) agreed to by the Department of Sustainability and Environment, prior to commencement of groundwater extraction.  In this context:

· the sustainability of extraction rates is to be assessed relative to other influences on drawdown of the aquifer, and the potential for these to change over time; 
· specific consideration is to be given to both the potential to alter the hydrology of wetland ecosystems and to exacerbate the risk of acidification of wetland soils and surface waters;
· Barwon Water, prior to the implementation of the infrastructure works, or alternatively a stage of the infrastructure works, prepare a Construction and Environmental Management and Mitigation Plan, in consultation with relevant agencies, to the satisfaction of the Department of Sustainability and Environment.  This plan is to address environmental risks, including those associated with disturbance of acid sulphate soils; and
· Prior to clearing of any vegetation, an Offset Plan is to be prepared to the satisfaction of the Department of Sustainability and Environment.

3.
The following parties (proponent and relevant decision-makers) are to be notified of this decision:

· Barwon Water (proponent)

· Minister for Water (decision-maker)
· Minister for Environment and Climate Change (decision-maker)
· Department of Sustainability and Environment (decision-maker)

· Surf Coast Shire Council (decision-maker)

JUSTIN MADDEN MLC

Minister for Planning

Date:
