REFERRAL NUMBER 2012-05


For Public Notice via Internet

REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
Geelong Salt Fields Urban Renewal Project 

Proponent:
Ridley Corporation Limited

Description of Project:


The Ridley Corporation Limited proposes to redevelop the former Moolap saltworks, located approximately 3 kilometres east of the Geelong central business district, for residential and commercial purposes. The 465 hectare (ha) site comprises both freehold and Crown land. Once developed, it would incorporate approximately 150 ha of residential development (up to 3500 lots), an 80 ha employment precinct (for unspecified types of activities), water sensitive urban design systems and a conservation reserve. Coastal engineering works would be required along the edge of Corio Bay. 

The proposal also includes rehabilitation works on up to 529 ha of the former saltworks at Avalon, to provide habitat and native vegetation offsets for the proposed development at the Moolap site.
Decision:

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is required for the Geelong Salt Fields Urban Renewal Project, as described in the referral accepted on 16 November 2012.

Reasons for Decision:

1.  The project has the potential for significant environmental effects on:

a. native vegetation, habitat and ecological values of regional, State and national significance, including habitat for listed migratory and threatened species, in particular the critically endangered Orange-bellied Parrot;

b. the ecological values of the Port Phillip (Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar site;

c. water quality and coastal processes in Corio Bay; and

d. Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal heritage values of the area.

2.  Detailed investigations are needed to assess these and other effects in terms of their extent, significance and acceptability, as well as to examine relevant alternatives that may provide opportunities to further avoid or minimise these effects, with respect to the appropriate extent and form of development on the Moolap site, during the design and development of the project.

3.  An EES process will enable an integrated and transparent assessment of the array of environmental effects of the project to inform statutory decision-making for the required approvals.

Date of Decision:
21 January 2013















