REFERRAL NUMBER 2014-07

For Public Notice via Internet

REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
Bulgana Wind Farm
Proponent:
Bulgana Wind Farm Pty Ltd

Description of Project:

Bulgana Wind Farm Pty Ltd proposes to develop a wind farm on freehold land and some public roadsides, comprising 63 wind turbines with a total capacity of 252MW, of a height of up to 196m, and associated permanent and temporary infrastructure on a 7,524 hectare site within Northern Grampians Shire, comprising predominantly open rolling farmland with treed roadsides.  Ancillary infrastructure will include site access tracks, access points to public roads, underground cabling, an overhead 132KV transmission line, a collector substation, a terminal substation and two anemometry masts.  Temporary infrastructure will include crane pads and construction compounds. Borrow pits are not included in the project at this stage.

Decision:

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not required for the Bulgana Wind Farm, as described in the referral accepted on 10 September 2014.
Reasons for Decision:

· Issues relating to native vegetation and habitat values, and the proponent’s obligations to provide the required offsets, can be addressed through application of Victoria’s Permitted clearing of native vegetation – Biodiversity assessment guidelines (Department of Environment and Primary Industries, September 2013).

· The planning approvals process under the Planning and Environment Act 1987, including reference to the Policy and planning guidelines for development of wind energy facilities in Victoria (Department of Planning and Community Development, July 2012), will enable community consultation of the proposal and consideration of potential effects including landscape and visual amenity, noise and air safety. 
· The site mostly consists of cleared agricultural land with treed roadsides, with considerable scope to adjust the siting of turbines and associated infrastructure to avoid adverse effects on listed flora and fauna as well as cultural heritage, if notable site values are identified in detailed investigations.

· A Cultural Heritage Management Plan is required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, which can manage potential effects on Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Date of Decision:
 9 March 2015

