REFERRAL NUMBER 2016R-03

For Public Notice via Internet

REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
Third Reedy Lake Bypass Project
Proponent:
Goulburn Murray Water
Description of Project:

Goulburn Murray Water (GMW) proposes to alter Third Reedy Lake’s water regime by undertaking works and measures to disconnect the lake from the Torrumbarry Irrigation System. The objective is to provide a more natural watering regime to Third Reedy Lake, generating environmental benefits and reducing current water losses. 
Third Reedy Lake is a 230 hectare freshwater lake within the Kerang Lakes complex in northern Victoria, and is included in the 23  wetlands listed as the ‘Kerang Wetlands’ under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance.
Key construction activities include: constructing a bypass channel; replacing an existing channel with a pipeline; disconnecting Third Reedy Lake from the irrigation system; and installing structures to allow environmental watering that more closely resembles the lake’s former, natural watering regime. Operations involves the long term management of the lake’s water regime to achieve environmental objectives and channel and pipeline operation to deliver irrigation water to GMW customers.

Decision:
The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not required, subject to the following conditions, for the Third Reedy Lake Bypass project, as described in the referral accepted on 27 June 2016:

a) The proponent must prepare an Environmental Report to the satisfaction of the Minister for Planning (or delegate), which describes:

i. The likely impacts of the project and the intended environmental benefits of the project, relative to the ecological values provided by Third Reedy Lake both currently and historically, in the context of its listing under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Significance;

ii. The nature of and rationale for the proposed watering regime, including scope for adaptive management;

iii. Potential impacts on native fauna species listed in any “threatened” category or part of any listed “threatened” community under legislation or in relevant Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) Advisory Lists;

iv. Measures for managing and protecting native fish which might occupy or colonise the lake;

v. Measures for managing variable water quality in the lake over time;

vi. Results of an acid sulphate soil sampling and analysis program covering the bed of the lake and options for managing acid sulphate soils which may be present; and

vii. Any other foreseeable adverse effects of the project and proposed measures for management of those effects.

b) The report must be prepared in consultation with DELWP, the Shire of Gannawarra and the North Central Catchment Management Authority.

c) The Environmental Report must be released for public comment for at least 10 business days.

d) Following the receipt of any public comments, the proponent must provide a response to the issues raised by the public submissions to the Minister for Planning (or delegate).  

e) Project works (other than investigative works to inform the preparation of the Environmental Report) may not commence before revisions to incorporate the project are made and approved to the Environmental Management Framework and relevant subordinate strategies and plans for the Goulburn Murray Water Connections Project.  

Reasons for Decision:

· The project’s potential environmental effects are not sufficiently significant or complex to warrant requirement of an Environment Effects Statement relative to the considerations set down in the Ministerial Guidelines for assessment of environmental effects under the Environment Effects Act 1978. 

· However, the project is unusual and environmentally sensitive in that it seeks to create environmental benefits by significantly altering the ecological character of a wetland listed under the international Ramsar Convention. This necessitates a robust and transparent process to demonstrate that the environmental risks of the project are clearly understood and addressed, and that the likelihood that the project will achieve the intended benefits will justify statutory decisions on the project.

Date of Decision:
 31 August 2016
