REFERRAL NUMBER 2013-06


For Public Notice via Internet

REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
Unicorn Project (Molybdenum Mine)
Proponent:

Dart Mining NL 
Description of Project:

Dart Mining NL proposes to develop an open-cut mine at Mount Unicorn, located about 17 kilometres south of Corryong in north-east Victoria.  The mine and processing plant would produce molybdenum, silver and copper ore concentrates.

The project would include an open-pit mine, crushing and ore processing facilities, waste rock and tailings storage facilities, power supply infrastructure (either via on-site gas-fired power generation or an extension of the electricity network), and storage dams for both clean and process water. Water requirements are proposed to be sourced from some combination of groundwater sources, recycling of water from the tailings storage facility, and allocations from waterways.

Decision:

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is required for the proposed Unicorn Project, as described in the referral accepted on 7 August 2013.

Reasons for Decision:

1. The various project components, especially the tailings storage facility, would involve a substantial environmental footprint in a sensitive, forested upland area.
2. The project has the potential for significant environmental effects on biodiversity, aquatic ecology and landscape values, as well as on water resources and forestry activities.

3. An EES process will provide a robust, transparent and integrated framework through which: 
(i) the potential environmental effects can be rigorously assessed, including in the context of the comparative effects of credible siting and design alternatives for key components of the project; and (ii) the effectiveness and acceptability of proposed measures to avoid, minimise and manage environmental effects and related risks can be examined.
Date of Decision:
16 September 2013















