REFERRAL NUMBER 2013-07

For Public Notice via Internet

REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978

Title of Proposal:
Swan Hill Modernisation Project
Proponent:
Goulburn Murray Water
Description of Project:

Goulburn Murray Water proposes to upgrade and modify key irrigation infrastructure and its operation in the Swan Hill Irrigation Region in order to reduce water losses, enhance the environmental status of Little Murray River and reduce public safety hazards within the City of Swan Hill. 
The project’s construction components include:

· Lowering the sill level (lowest level), installation of automated gate and constructing a fish passage at Fish Point Weir.
· Lowering the crest height (highest level) of the Little Murray Weir (LMW), constructing a fish passage, pump station and landholder connections. 

· A pump station and 9.5 km of pipeline through Swan Hill (currently an open channel).
· A pump station and an 8.5 km extension to the Woorinen pipeline scheme north-west of Swan Hill. 

The key operational change will be the lowering of the LMW crest height to 67.3 m AHD (above Australian height datum). This will have the consequence of re-establishing the Little Murray River as a functioning anabranch of the Murray River.  
Decision:
The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not required for the Swan Hill Modernisation Project, as described in the referral accepted on 11 October 2013, subject to the following conditions: 
a) The proponent is to prepare a report that assesses the likely environmental effects of relevant infrastructure alternatives and associated operational regimes affecting water levels in the Little Murray Weir pool.  In particular: 

i) Effects on populations of fish species listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, as well as the Lowland Riverine Fish Community of the Southern Murray Darling Basin.
ii) Effects on water quality and other aspects of river health.
iii) An evaluation of available and proposed measures to support both populations of listed fish species and the maintenance of good water quality, in the context of intended water savings and downstream environmental benefits in the Little Murray River.
b) The above report is to be:

i) prepared in consultation with the Department of Environment and Primary Industries and the North Central Catchment Management Authority;

ii) completed to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure or his/her delegate; and

iii) submitted to the Minister for Planning prior to decisions whether or not to approve relevant works under the Water Act 1989. 

Reasons for Decision:

The Minister for Planning has not required an EES, subject to the above conditions, because:

· The lowering of the Little Murray Weir pool may have significant effects on aquatic environmental values, including fish species and a fish community listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.  
· Further assessment and documentation of these effects, as well as their significance and implications for the appropriate management of water flows and aquatic conditions within the Little Murray Weir pool and the Little Murray River, is needed to ensure that relevant statutory decisions on the project are adequately informed.  This can be achieved through the applied conditions and does not require an Environment Effects Statement. 
Date of Decision:
     19 December 2013















