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Intrastate movement

This section looks at migration trends within Victoria, with particular emphasis on the period 2001–06.  At this level of geography, the only reliable source of data is the Census of Population and Housing.

Intrastate movements comprise the bulk of all moves and many of these are over short distances.  Of the 1.7 million movers in Victoria over the period 2001–06, 28% stayed within the same SLA, and a further 51% moved elsewhere in the State.  This relates to familiarity with an area – research has consistently shown that people are more likely to move to an area with which they have some knowledge.  Moving short distances also minimises disruptions to education, employment, and social networks, and may also reflect a desire to improve one’s position in the housing market.
Migration flows between Melbourne and regional Victoria

Despite Melbourne’s dominance in Victoria’s urban geography, it tends to lose population to regional Victoria.  As the chart below shows, this trend has been occurring since at least the early 1980s but the volume has been volatile.  Between 1981 and 1986, the net loss of persons from Melbourne to regional Victoria was approximately 21,510 persons, a volume that has not been recorded since.  This was an era when rural living, and the subsequent migration out of all Australian cities, was at its peak.  During the 1990s, net migration loss from Melbourne to regional Victoria in each intercensal period was less than 2,000 persons, but between 2001 and 2006, the net loss increased sharply.  This was due to a large decline in the number of persons moving from regional Victoria to Melbourne, while the flow in the opposite direction remained relatively steady.
Table 7:  Net migration between Melbourne and regional Victoria, 1981–86 to 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing, various years
When migration flows are examined by age, once again the higher mobility of young adults is evident, as shown in Figure 25 below.  One of the more striking features of migration patterns in Victoria is the loss of young adults from regional Victoria to Melbourne and the consistency of this trend over many decades.  As mentioned previously, this is thought to be related to movement based on the need to access a wider range of employment and education opportunities.  Regional Victoria gains people in most of the other age categories.  There is a peak for persons aged 25-39 and for children, indicating the movement of younger families, and a smaller peak for persons aged 50-64, which is more likely to relate to retirement migration, or possibly for health related reasons.
Figure 25:  Implied net migration between Melbourne and regional Victoria by age, 1976-81 to 2001–06
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Source:  DPCD, derived from ABS
Migration from Melbourne to regional Victoria

Between 2001 and 2006, over 71,000 persons moved from Melbourne to regional Victoria.  The spatial pattern of settlement of these people is depicted in Figure 26.  There is a strong movement of people to places just across the MSD boundary, as well as the regional centres, Latrobe Valley and the Calder corridor.  In terms of specific SLAs, the largest numbers of people moved to Mitchell – South (3,900).  Towns in the southern part of this region, such as Wallan and Kilmore, have good transport links into Melbourne, more affordable housing, and as a result are growing quickly.  There were also large flows of people into Baw Baw Part B – West (2,900), Greater Geelong Part B (2,700) and Macedon Ranges – Balance (2,500).  Of the SLAs with the largest flows, East Gippsland – Bairnsdale stands out, with 1,800 former Melbournians moving there between 2001 and 2006.  There are several towns in this region that are popular holiday locations and have therefore become “sea change” type destinations, such as Paynesville, Lakes Entrance and Metung.  

Figure 26:  Persons usually resident in Melbourne 2001 (total number), by place of usual residence 2006
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

However, because this figure depicts total outflows from Melbourne, the largest flows can be influenced by the population size and settlement pattern of the destination area.  For example, over 5,100 people moved to Geelong, the largest regional centre, between 2001 and 2006, but this represented a rate of just 31.8 persons per 1,000 population.  In contrast, the SLA of Mitchell – South, with a smaller population scattered across a number of towns, recorded a rate of 191.7 persons per 1,000 population, indicating that in-migration from Melbourne had a much larger influence on population growth in the period 2001–06.
Therefore, when spatial patterns are depicted by rates, the importance of regional centres diminishes, yet the SLAs immediately adjacent to the MSD remain important.  Clearly, in-migration from Melbourne to these SLAs is an important factor in population growth and change in these areas.
Figure 27:  Persons usually resident in Melbourne 2001 (rate per 1,000 population) by place of usual residence 2006
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

Migration from regional Victoria to Melbourne

Between 2001 and 2006, approximately 54,900 persons moved from regional Victoria to Melbourne.
At the SLA level, the pattern of inflows to the MSD was different to the outflow, as shown in Figure 28.  While there were large inflows from most SLAs adjacent to the MSD, migration from regional centres was more prominent.  The highest inflows to the MSD were from Greater Shepparton Part A (2,000 persons), Baw Baw Part B – West (1,800) and Macedon Ranges – Balance and Corio – Inner (both 1,700).  Larger flows were also recorded from SLAs in Ballarat, Mildura and the Latrobe Valley.  In contrast, migration into the MSD from western Victoria is small scale in nature, except for the regional centres of Warrnambool and Mildura.

A slightly different spatial pattern emerges when migration from regional Victoria to Melbourne is considered by rate rather than total flows, as shown in Figure 29.  SLAs adjacent to the MSD boundary, particularly along the northern edge, recorded high rates of 100 or more persons per 1,000 population.  In contrast, rates in the regional centres were not amongst the highest recorded, indicating that despite the high numbers moving out, these flows did not have a major impact on the overall population.

Figure 28:  Persons resident in regional Victoria in 2001 (total number) who were living in the MSD in 2006, by SLA
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

Figure 29:  Persons resident in regional Victoria in 2001 (rate per 1,000 population) who were living in the MSD in 2006, by SLA
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

It has previously been shown that migration is highly selective of particular age groups.  Overall, young adults are the most mobile group.  This is most clearly seen in the large flows of young adults from regional Victoria to Melbourne.  This long standing trend is related to education and employment reasons.  The graph below shows this trend clearly – there is a peak of persons in the age groups 15-29 years moving into Melbourne.  

Figure 30:  Proportion of persons moving, by age group, 1991-96 to 2001-06

[image: image8]
Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (1996, 2001 and 2006)

Since the early 1990s, about one in four persons moving from regional Victoria to Melbourne was aged 20-24 years.  At the 2006 Census, this proportion increased slightly, despite a decline in the actual flow.
Population movement within Melbourne

One of the main features of internal migration within Melbourne in recent decades has been the continual outward movement of the population in line with outward expansion of the metropolitan area.  The movement of people within Melbourne is shown in Figure 31 below.
Figure 31:  Main movements of people within Melbourne, by SLA – 1986–1991 to 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (various years)

This movement has tended to be local in nature – much movement is within one LGA or to a neighbouring one.  This is characteristic of migration patterns in other Western countries and relates to familiarity with an area – people are more likely to move to areas with which they have some knowledge.  Movement from one side of the metropolitan area to the other is minor in comparison.  Instead, migration tends to be concentrated along sectoral lines, for example from established inner and middle suburbs, to fringe areas.  This is typical of maturing suburbs, where as families grow older and the children move away from the parental home, they tend to establish themselves in developing suburbs in the same region of the city.  This pattern has remained consistent over the last two decades, although the size and spatial distribution of the major flows have changed.  The largest net flows between 2001 and 2006 demonstrate this sectoral pattern – in all cases, movement is in an outward direction and within the same region of the metropolitan area.  As shown in Table 8, the largest single flow of persons within the metropolitan region between 2001 and 2006 was from Brimbank to Melton, comprising over 10,100 persons.  The flow from Greater Dandenong to Casey, on the other side of the metropolitan area, was the second largest flow, comprising 9,460 persons.  Of the largest flows depicted in Table 8, only one was inward – that from Mornington Peninsula to Frankston (3,770 persons).  
When this data is considered with that on interstate migration, a distinct picture begins to emerge.  It appears that new residents to Melbourne tend to locate in the inner suburbs, while existing residents are more likely to move outward to neighbouring regions.  

Table 8:  Main flows of persons within the MSD, by LGA, 2001–06
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Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

The tendency for persons to move short distances, whether this be within the same LGA or to a neighbouring one, is also shown in Figure 32 below.  This shows the proportion of persons who moved within Victoria and whether they stayed within the same LGA or moved elsewhere.  Generally, in fringe areas, there was a greater tendency to stay within the same LGA.  In the case of Wyndham, two-thirds of those who moved stayed within the municipality.  Several other LGAs had over half of movers staying within the same municipality and they were all on the fringe – Mornington Peninsula, Casey, Hume, Melton, Frankston, Whittlesea, Yarra Ranges and Cardinia.  This may be related to life cycle and a desire to accommodate growing family size – families with young children tend to make localised moves in order to minimise the disruption to their schooling.  In the case of Mornington Peninsula, with an ageing population, the high proportion of local moves is more likely to be attributed to a move into a retirement village or nursing home.

In contrast, movers in the inner city showed a greater tendency to move to another LGA, therefore they had a higher incidence of population turnover.  Only about 22% of movers resident in the City of Melbourne in 2001 were still living there in 2006.  Yarra and Maribyrnong also had low proportions remaining in the municipality, with less than one-third of movers in 2001 still there in 2006.  Once again, this highlights the increased tendency for younger persons to move – these municipalities have a higher proportion of young persons in their populations.  In contrast, a number of middle ring municipalities showed a greater tendency for their residents to stay within the boundaries – Whitehorse and Monash are the best examples of this trend.  This is most likely a function of the age structure of these suburbs, which is skewed towards middle aged persons, who have lower propensities to move.

Figure 32:  Population movement within Melbourne LGAs, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

LGAs where residents showed a greater tendency to move outside the MSD were, unsurprisingly, located on the fringe.  Cardinia and Melton were the LGAs with the highest tendency of movers to relocate to regional Victoria.  Again, this highlights the significance of local moves, with a high proportion moving to the adjacent LGA in regional Victoria – Baw Baw and Moorabool respectively.
Case studies – Melbourne movement
The urban fringe – Melton

The Shire of Melton is located on the western fringe of suburban Melbourne and as well as the township of the same name, the municipality encompasses a number of recently developed suburbs such as Caroline Springs, Burnside and Hillside.  The eastern part of the shire has mainly been developed since 2000, and population growth rates are rapid.  Net migration is a significant contributor to population growth – between 2001 and 2006, over 20,840 persons moved into the municipality, and 7,030 persons moved out, resulting in a net gain of 13,810.  Figure 33 (below) shows the main net migration flows into this LGA in the period 2001–6.

Figure 33:  Major migration flows, Melton, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

Clearly, migration flows are dominated by the inflow from the neighbouring municipality of Brimbank, located to the east.  As shown in Table 8 above, over 10,100 persons resident in Brimbank in 2001 were living in Melton in 2006, and this was the single largest migration flow in the MSD in this period.  This comprised almost half of the total inflow into Melton from the rest of Victoria over this time period.  The size of the migratory flow in the opposite direction was small in comparison, resulting in a net migration flow of some 8,700 persons to Melton.  

The data shows that the main sources of migrants to Melton from within Melbourne originated in the western and northern suburbs.  This trend confirms the sectoral outward movement of Melbourne’s population, as well as the tendency for people to migrate short distances.  The largest net flows were all positive, which is a reflection of the magnitude of the net gain, as well as representing a typical pattern of population change in newly developing outer suburbs. 

Figure 34:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Melton, 2001-06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

The age structure of migrants in and out of Melton to other parts of Victoria is similar, and also shows a similarity to the overall age structure of migrants, as it is skewed towards younger age groups.  Almost 40% of the in and out flows are of persons in the age group 25-39 years, and there is a smaller but corresponding peak for younger children.  This indicates that young families are a significant factor behind population movements in and out of the municipality.  

Established middle suburbs – Whitehorse

Encompassing suburbs such as Blackburn, Forest Hill and Burwood East, the LGA of Whitehorse incorporates an area of Melbourne that was largely developed in the decades after World War 2.  The population is ageing and growth rates are moderate.  While some redevelopment is occurring, the housing stock is primarily low density, consisting of separate dwellings on larger blocks.  

Between 2001 and 2006, over 20,370 persons moved into Whitehorse, and approximately 24,830 persons moved out, resulting in a net migration loss of some 4,460 persons.  As shown in Figure 35, the major flows of persons in and out of the area were to neighbouring LGAs – 54% of in-migrants were from LGAs that share a border with Whitehorse.  The corresponding figure for the out migrants was 50%.  Again, this highlights the importance of local moves in intracity migration.

Figure 35:  Major migration flows, Whitehorse, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Figure 36:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Whitehorse, 2001-06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

The age profile of migrants to and from Whitehorse over the period 2001 to 2006 shows a similar trend to the overall pattern, with over 40% of movers aged 25-39 years.  Compared to Melton, elderly persons comprised a small, but greater proportion of movers – around 4% were aged 75 years and over.  This reflects the nature of the area – its older population profile is a legacy of the rapid development during the 1950s and 1960s – people who may now be seeking alternative forms of housing as they grow older.  There is an abundance of aged accommodation in the area, both in the form of retirement villages and nursing homes, which can encourage migration of older persons into the area.

The inner city – Port Phillip

Port Phillip is a vibrant inner city municipality that has undergone a process of gentrification in the last 20-30 years, particularly in the bayside suburbs of St Kilda and Elwood.  It has a relatively youthful population and much of the housing stock consists of flats and apartments – it has one of the highest residential densities in Melbourne.  Between 2001 and 2006, Port Phillip lost population through migration to other parts of Victoria, totalling some 1,380 persons.  However, as discussed in the previous section on interstate migration, the SLA of Port Phillip – St Kilda gained persons from other states of Australia – between 2001 and 2006 the net interstate migration gain was around 1,200 persons, one of the largest net gains in the state.

Figure 37:  Major migration flows, Port Phillip, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
In common with the other case study areas, the major movements in and out of Port Phillip were to and from neighbouring municipalities, particularly Stonnington and Glen Eira.  However, there were differences with respect to the net flows.  Overall, Port Phillip lost population to Glen Eira over the period 2001–06, totalling some 1,110 persons.  In contrast, there was a small net gain from Stonnington (290 persons).    These LGAs have similar attributes, as they are both inner city locations which attract young people, and hence it is to be expected that migration between the two would be quite high.  

While most migration to and from Port Phillip was with surrounding areas, there were smaller cross town flows to the LGAs of Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay (640 persons each).  There is evidence to suggest that parts of these municipalities have been undergoing a gentrification process – Williamstown has long been one of the upmarket suburbs in the western suburbs of Melbourne.  More recently, Maribyrnong has been gentrifying and is taking on similar characteristics to Port Phillip.  This has resulted in the municipality becoming a favoured inner city location, and possibly offers Port Phillip residents an alternative and more affordable housing option.

Figure 38:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Port Phillip, 2001-06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

Whereas the age structure of in and out migrants from the other case study areas was similar, a salient feature of Port Phillip migrants is the dominance of the migration stream for persons aged 20-39 years.  Just over 70% of in-migrants to this municipality were in this age group, and the equivalent figure for out-migrants was 60%.  Within this age band, in-migrants were skewed towards the younger end – persons aged 20-29 years comprised 381% of in-migrants, but just 15% of out-migrants.  In contrast, persons aged 30-39 years were more likely to be out-migrants, comprising 45% of the total out-flow, compared to 32% of the in-flow.

While population mobility in Port Phillip is clearly skewed towards persons in their early and middle adult years, it is worth commenting that there is little evidence of large scale migration of young persons from outer suburban Melbourne to this particular inner city location.  It is commonly thought that young adults will leave the suburban family home for a rental property in the inner city, yet this does not appear to be a significant feature of intracity migration in Melbourne.  The largest flow into Port Philip from a suburban area was from Monash (720 persons), followed by Kingston (610).  However, due to the high mobility of young adults, it may well be the case that the Census data represented here does not capture the many moves that young people may make in an intercensal period.
Population movement within regional Victoria

The volume of movement in regional Victoria is significantly lower than within Melbourne, but there are still distinct spatial patterns.  Due to their population size, the largest net flows are to and from the large regional centres, particularly Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo

Table 9:  Main flows of persons within regional Victoria, 2001–06
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Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

The largest flow within regional Victoria between 2001 and 2006 was from Surf Coast to Greater Geelong, consisting of 1,740 persons.  There was a corresponding large flow in the opposite direction (1,410), resulting in a net gain to Greater Geelong of 330 persons.  Furthermore, movement out of Greater Geelong to the neighbouring municipality of Golden Plains was the second largest flow, comprising almost 1,700 persons.  The size of these flows are not only indicative of Geelong’s importance as a regional centre, but also it links with its hinterland.  These links are both historical and cultural, and exemplified by the growth of commuting towns, as well as increased mobility and accessibility.

The mid-sized regional centres also featured amongst the largest flows.  Migration between Warrnambool and the surrounding rural municipality of Moyne was significant in both directions.  Again, this highlights the importance of links between regional centres and their hinterlands, which operate at a number of geographic scales.  Migration flows in the Latrobe Valley were also strong, particularly from Wellington to Latrobe (890 persons).

A common perception about migration flows in regional Victoria is that there is significant migration from rural areas into large urban areas.  This has been termed the “sponge city” phenomenon, whereby the population growth of regional centres is explained as a by product of in-migration from surrounding rural areas.  While there are definite flows into some regional centres, the actual story is more complex because rural populations tend to be lower than the regional centres in which they sit.  In fact, this analysis has repeatedly shown that most migration within Victoria is with surrounding areas, and in some cases, strong flows exist in and out of regional centres, resulting in small net gains.

Case studies – movement in regional Victoria
Coastal region – Surf Coast

Surf Coast Shire, located on the coast south of Geelong, is one of the more rapidly growing LGAs in regional Victoria.  Between 2001 and 2006, the municipality grew 1.8% p.a. on average, reaching a population of 22,800 (ABS, 2007).  The largest towns in the municipality are Torquay, Anglesea and Lorne.  They have long been favoured holiday locations and tourism plays a major role in the economy.  In more recent years, population growth in Torquay has been influenced by increasing links with the Geelong metropolitan area, particularly in the area of employment and education.  There is a high level of commuting between the two localities, and the lack of a secondary college in Torquay requires older children from that town to travel to Geelong or elsewhere for education.

Figure 39:  Major migration flows, Surf Coast, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Between 2001 and 2006, Surf Coast (C) recorded a net migration gain of 820 persons, consisting of 4,010 in migrants and 3,190 out migrants.  Net gains were recorded in all age groups, except for persons aged 15-24 and 70 years and over.  However, the losses in these age groups were small.  Figure 39 shows that movement between Surf Coast and the neighbouring regional centre of Greater Geelong dominated migration flows.  This suggests that a lot of movement is intra-regional, possibly operating in a similar way to moves in the Melbourne metropolitan area discussed above.  At an even smaller geographic scale, the migration flows with the SLA of South Barwon – Inner, immediately adjoining Surf Coast Shire, were quite considerable, comprising 15% of in migrants and 29% of out migrants.

Due to the dominance of flows to and from Greater Geelong, the migratory flows with other municipalities were not large.  In terms of migration from Melbourne, the largest in-flows were from the northern and western suburbs.  This suggests that the sectoral movement operating within the Melbourne metropolitan area may also operate at a regional level, that is people moving west of Melbourne are more likely to come from the western suburbs.

Figure 40:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Surf Coast, 2001-06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)

The age structure of in and out migrants to Surf Coast indicates that it is persons with younger families that comprise many movers – almost 22% of in-migrants are aged 30-39 years.  The slightly higher than average proportions of children provides further evidence of this.  It is commonly believed that retirement migration is playing a major role in driving population growth in Surf Coast, but analysis of the data shows that it is the interaction with the Geelong metropolitan region that is more important.  Towns such as Torquay are located within easy commuting distance and are essentially becoming part of a wider Geelong urban region, their growth more a product of the expanding urban area and sphere of influence.
The role of retirement migration is small in comparison.  The proportion of in-migrants aged 55-64 years is slightly higher (13%) than out-migrants (8%).  In this age group, there was a net gain of persons (254), but this compares to 327 for persons aged 30-39 years.  In common with most of regional Victoria, out migration of young persons was a feature of the migration patterns – persons aged 15-24 years comprised 12% of in-migrants, but 22% of out-migrants.   

Dryland farming region – Hindmarsh 

Hindmarsh Shire is located in north western Victoria.  It has a small population that has been declining for several decades as a result of youth out migration, changes in the agricultural industry reducing the need for farm labour, ageing of the population, and in more recent years, extended drought.  The largest towns in the Shire are Nhill and Dimboola.

Between 2001 and 2006, Hindmarsh recorded a net migration loss of 132 persons, consisting of 632 in migrants and 764 out migrants.  Like other case study areas discussed in this paper, local moves dominated the migration streams, though the flows were small in size compared to other areas.  This reflects the low population of the Shire and its older population, who have lower mobility rates.

Figure 41:  Major migration flows, Hindmarsh, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Flows between Hindmarsh and the neighbouring regional centre of Horsham were the largest, and a net migration loss of 65 persons was recorded.  Given the small size of the flows, it is difficult to make generalisations, but it appears that, aside from Horsham, the other major inflows were from surrounding rural SLAs. However the major outflows were mainly to regional centres such as Ballarat and Mildura.  This is also reflected in the net flows which show losses to these regional centres.  

Despite the small numbers, the dominant trend is one of out migration of young persons.  Persons aged 15-24 years showed a far greater tendency to move out of the Shire than in – they comprised 34% of out migrants, but only 11% of in migrants.  Overall, there was a net loss of 190 persons in this age group, far higher than the total net loss for the Shire (132 persons).  It is only the small net gains in most of the other age cohorts that reduced the overall net loss of persons in Hindmarsh.

Figure 42:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Hindmarsh, 2001-06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Tree change region – Moira

The SLA of Moira – East is located in northern Victoria along the Murray River.  The main town is Yarrawonga, which has grown considerably in recent years and is now a favoured “tree change” destination due to its climate and natural amenity factors.  Moira recorded a net inflow of 505 persons between 2001 and 2006.

Figure 43:  Major migration flows, Moira, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Intra regional flows in and out of Moira dominated migration patterns, particularly neighbouring municipalities with larger towns, such as Shepparton, Wangaratta, Benalla and Wodonga.  There were also flows with municipalities in Melbourne, but the numbers were small.  This supports the notion that “tree-change” migration is a feature of population change in Moira.

Figure 44:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Moira, 2001-06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Out migration of young persons from Moira was characteristic of the region, despite the large net inflow.  Persons aged 15-24 years comprised 31% of out migrants, but just 11% of in-migrants.  Net losses of persons in this age group totalled 494 persons, but there were net gains in most other age groups.  This was particularly true of persons aged 55-64 years (251 persons), indicating that there is an element of retirement migration to the area.  Persons aged 55-64 years comprised 15% of in-migrants, but only 9% of out-migrants.

Large regional centre – Ballarat
Ballarat is one of the largest regional centres in Victoria and has recorded consistent population and economic growth over a long period.  Its influence extends way beyond its boundaries, with its catchment covering western Victoria in particular.  A number of higher order services are located in Ballarat, such as universities, hospitals, state and federal government agencies.

Between 2001 and 2006, the total inflow into Ballarat was 10,710, and the out flow was 7,730, resulting in a net gain of 2,985 persons.  The bulk of migration was with surrounding municipalities such as Hepburn and Golden Plains.  This reflects the strong economic and social linkages between the regional centre and its rural hinterland.  The rural area south of Ballarat, which extends into Golden Plains Shire, has a settlement pattern consistent with the peri-urban areas around Melbourne, ie small rural allotments that are popular with people seeking semi-rural lifestyles.  On the other hand, migration to Ballarat may reflect a need to access jobs, education and even health services.  Migration between Ballarat and Greater Geelong was also quite significant, reflecting strong economic and social linkages between large regional centres.

Figure 45:  Major migration flows, Ballarat, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
Figure 46:  Age structure of in and out migrants, Ballarat, 2001–06
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Source:  ABS, Census of Population and Housing (2006)
A distinctive feature of migration patterns in regional centres is that compared to rural areas, they show a greater tendency to retain their youth.  In the case of Ballarat, there was a net gain of 15-24 year olds (1,380 persons).  This reflects the number of boarding schools in the city, as well as the University of Ballarat, which has a catchment covering western Victoria.  The only age group to record of net loss of persons was 25-29 year olds (-190).  This may reflect a tendency to migrate for employment or family related reasons.  In addition, because the catchment of regional centres extends beyond their municipal boundaries, some of this outward movement is likely to be to suburban (or peri-urban) in nature.
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