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REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978 

Title of Proposal:
Melbourne Airport Link to Outer Metropolitan Ring and Bulla Bypass 
Proponent:

VicRoads

Description of Project:

VicRoads proposes to construct the extension of the Tullamarine Freeway to the proposed Outer Metropolitan Ring/E6 road and Bulla Bypass between Sunbury and Melbourne Airport in stages. At the time of this referral, VicRoads intended to seek reservation of both corridors in the Hume Planning Scheme for the future use and development of transport infrastructure. 

The proposed alignment for the Melbourne Airport Link would be for a six lane freeway, approximately 8 km in length, which would include the freeway to freeway interchanges with the OMR/E6 road, Bulla Bypass (at Somerton Road) and Sunbury Road (in the vicinity of Oaklands Road). 

The Bulla Bypass would be a six lane divided arterial road with three lanes in each direction, which would provide an east – west link between Sunbury and the Melbourne Airport Business precinct, as well as Melbourne’s northern suburbs. The proposed alignment is approximately 4.7 km in length and commences east of Oaklands Road, continues west along Somerton Road, where it diverts north between Wildwood Road and Green Street before turning south to cross Deep Creek (via two bridges) and connects with Sunbury Road (and ultimately with the OMR interchange).  
Key construction activities of the project would include a bridge crossing over Deep Creek, road laying (breaking up existing road structures, laying of bitumen and asphalt, surfacing, compaction and rolling), trenching and placement of services and drainage works, erection of signalling, signage, noise walls (where required) and other structures, as well as landscaping and general clean up.
The likely implementation timeframe for the Melbourne Airport Link is 20-30 years, and 15-30 years for Bulla Bypass.

Decision:

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not required for the proposed Melbourne Airport Link to the Outer Metropolitan Ring and Bulla Bypass project, as described in the referral accepted on 24 December 2013.

Reasons for Decision:

1. The corridor planning process, including the proponent’s assessment of alternative route alignments and justification of the preferred option for the Melbourne Airport Link and Bulla Bypass, provides an adequate basis for evaluation of the relative merits of the corridor alternatives.  Further investigation into the potential environmental effects of other alternative alignments available is not warranted.

2. The project is unlikely to have significant environmental effects on biodiversity values, due to the very limited area of native vegetation to be removed, the proponent’s obligations to provide the required offsets under Victoria’s native vegetation permitted clearing regulations (2013), and the low probability that the project area provides significant habitat for either threatened fauna or flora species.

3. Potential effects on properties and local amenity during the construction and operational phases of the project are likely to be relatively minor and are able to be effectively addressed by constructing noise barriers, where required, and the proponent’s commitment to the good practice environmental management of the project.

4. The project’s potential for significant effects on Aboriginal cultural heritage, surface water quality and the Woodlands Historic Park can be effectively managed through application of the respective procedures under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, Water Act 1989 and National Parks Act 1975.

5. The planning scheme amendment process, required for reservation of land in the Hume Planning Scheme for future development and use of the proposed transport infrastructure, will provide an opportunity for community engagement.

Date of Decision:
5 February 2014
