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Executive Summary  

The Yarra River Protection Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC) 
was jointly established by the Minister for Planning and the 
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water in December 
2015 as part of an initiative to protect and promote the Yarra 
River’s amenity and significance in the long term.   

As part of its community consultation strategy, the MAC held two 
independently facilitated Yarra River Protection Workshops on 29 
February and 1 March 2016 for invited agencies and stakeholders 
to explore the current and emerging issues for the Yarra River and 
potential opportunities and solutions. On Day 1, participants dealt 
with socioeconomic factors, while Day 2 participants concentrated 
on environmental matters.  

For the purpose of the workshops, the Yarra River was split into 
four reaches: (1) Melbourne CBD to Dights Falls, (2) Dights Falls to 
Warrandyte, (3) Warrandyte to Maroondah Dam and (4) Upstream 
of Maroondah Dam. 

The need to protect water quality and enhance biodiversity 
emerged as priorities for the entire riparian corridor, with water 
quality considered a priority for both workshops. 

Developing a strategic vision and/or an integrated approach to 
protecting and managing the river was a priority for all river 
sections except Reach 3, however it would be logical to assume 
that this is an important enabling opportunity for the whole river. 

Controlling the effects of urbanisation and development, and 
building awareness of and protecting culture and heritage were 

priorities for the increasingly developed sections of the Yarra River 
downstream of Maroondah Dam. 

Enabling public access/recreation and ensuring sufficient water 
flow were important for the reaches upstream of Dights Falls. It is 
not surprising that these were not considered a priority for Reach 1, 
given the extensive network of heavily used trails and the high flow 
rates given the prevalence of impervious surfaces in the lower 
catchment. 

Consistent planning controls and protecting views were both 
priorities for the two lower reaches – neither were surprising given 
the level of development and urbanisation in these areas. 

The consistency in the conversations relating to solutions and 
options was interesting, with elements of the following strategic 
framework being variously described as necessary to resolve the 
priority issues/ take advantage of the priority opportunities: 

A single, bipartisan vision 

underpinned by an integrated management plan relating to 
corridor land use, water use and quality, catchment impacts, 

recreation and biodiversity, and 

supported by the SPPF, local planning controls, ecological 
standards, education, monitoring and legislation to enable effective 

enforcement 

The draft goals for the Yarra (A Healthy River, A Cultural Riverscape, 
Liveability, Sustainable Development and Good Governance) 
collectively proved to be a useful lens through which the river’s 
issues and opportunities could be considered. 
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1. Introduction and background 

The Victorian State Government has committed $1M in the State 
Budget for protecting the Yarra River from inappropriate 
development and promoting its amenity and significance by 
establishing legislation and a dedicated trust.  The Yarra River 
Protection Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC) was jointly 
established by the Minister for Planning and the Minister for 
Environment, Climate Change and Water in December 2015 as part 
of an initiative to protect and promote the Yarra River’s amenity 
and significance in the long term.   

Comprised of five members, the MAC’s role is to provide the 
government with advice and a recommended action plan for the 
improved management, promotion and protection of the Yarra 
River over the long-term. The MAC will also advise on the 
establishment of a trust, or similar entity, to help protect and 
promote the River’s amenity and significance and to implement 
other recommendations of the MAC. The MAC is due to report to 
both Ministers in September 2016. 

As part of its community consultation strategy, the MAC held two 
independently facilitated Yarra River Protection Workshops on 29 
February and 1 March 2016 for invited agencies and stakeholders 
to explore the current and emerging issues for the Yarra River and 
potential opportunities and solutions.  

Thirty-eight people (including DELWP staff and MAC members) 
attended the first workshop; there were 30 participants on Day 2. 

The purpose of the workshops was: To seek input on the most 
significant issues facing the Yarra River and potential solutions. 

The workshops also enabled the MAC to test the draft goals for the 
Yarra: 

A healthy river 

A cultural riverscape (culture and heritage) 

Liveability 

Sustainable development (along the Yarra corridor) 

Good governance 

 

This report outlines the outputs of the two days. 
 



 

6 
Protecting the Yarra                       Stakeholder Workshop Consultation Report 
Kismet Forward                March 2016 
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2. Overview of the Workshops  

Refer to Appendix A for the Workshop Agenda and to Appendix B 
for a list of workshop participants. 

Both workshops were facilitated by Jen Lilburn of Kismet Forward 
with an introduction by MAC Chair, Chris Chesterfield.   

For the purpose of the workshops, the Yarra River was split into 
four reaches: 

1. Melbourne CBD to Dights Falls 

2. Dights Falls to Warrandyte 

3. Warrandyte to Maroondah Dam 

4. Upstream of Maroondah Dam 

 

Day One focussed on recreation, tourism, trail networks and 
accessibility, public land and acquisition, planning controls and 
enforcement, population pressures, culture and heritage. 

Day Two focused on waterway health and quality, riparian 
corridors, environment and landscape character, stormwater and 
flow.  

There were four key activities undertaken in both workshops: 

1. Identify the issues and opportunities for each reach  

2. Sort the issues and opportunities against draft goals 
proposed by the MAC (see below) 

3. Prioritise the issues and opportunities, considering the 
impacts of climate change and future population growth 

4. Develop options for priority issues/opportunities 
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3. Issues and Opportunities  

3.1 Participants’ initial priorities 

Participants were asked to list the 3 most important issues or opportunities for the Yarra River that government needs to address. After discussing these in 
small groups, there were asked to enter the most important issue/opportunity into a poll. 

Given the environmental focus for Day Two, those participants were asked to list the 3 most important environmental issues or opportunities for the Yarra 
River that government needs to address. After discussing these in small groups, there were asked to enter the most important issue/opportunity into a 
digital poll, which was projected at the front of the room. 
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Results for Day One were: 

Issue or Opportunity  # similar 
responses 

Keeping the river healthy/ good water quality 4 

Lack of a strategy/vision, compromising environmental 
values 

4 

Single governance entity and policy framework, 
coordination of agencies 

4 

Planning controls to protect from inappropriate 
development/ development pressure 

3 

Public access, increased low impact recreational activities 
(and associated economic activities) 

3 

Need for long term continuity in planning and continuous 
implementation of that planning 

2 

Linear pathways, wider pathways 2 

Good water quality as a result of responsible adjacent land 
use 

1 

Investment in open space 1 

Indigenous 1 

Sustainable and adaptable land us planning incorporating 
water cycle management 

1 

Movement along and across the Yarra 1 

Policy priority - river needs 1st, precautionary approach to 
protect values 

1 

River Health: impact of a drying of the region - lack of flow, 
habitat degradation, weed management  

1 

Cultivate further awareness of environmental impacts and 
waterway importance to Yarra locals 

1 

 

Results for Day Two were: 

Issue or Opportunity  # similar 
responses 

Stormwater – WSUD and pollution, improved catchment 
management 

8 

Vegetation restoration (riparian) including habitat, 
connecting habitats 

7 

Pollutants including run off from industrial estates, nitrogen 
and phosphates 

6 

Weed control 4 

Keeping the river healthy/ good water quality  4 

Adequate streamflows especially in tributaries, flow regime, 
low flow during drought 

4 

Biodiversity/ecology 4 

Crown land – management and opportunities for open space 3 

Litter control 2 

Unsympathetic and over development, inconsistent planning  2 

Floodplain connection 1 

Landscape ecology 1 

Opportunities for collective action 1 

Amenity driving appetite for improvement 1 

Protect the catchment 1 

Enhanced community connection to ownership of river 
values 

1 

Minimise impact of bridges as interruptions to ecology 1 

Weedy fish 1 

What duty will new Port owner have to protect lower 
reaches? 

1 

Impact of impervious surfaces on run off and flows 1 
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3.2 Process for the Discussion 

Participants were then asked to work on the reach for which they have the most interest and/or involvement. Each group consolidated their 
issues/opportunities under the five draft goal statements, prioritised them and indicated whether they would be challenged by climate change and/or 
population growth in the future. 

Participants were given opportunity to review, contribute to and provide feedback on the three reaches that were not their initial focus. 

3.3 Day One, Reach One (CBD – Dights Falls)1 

A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Amenity 

Loss of biodiversity, 
vegetation and habitat  
A(CC,G) 

Waterway health – existing 
threats/future threats  
A(CC,G) 

Water quality/pollution  
A(CC,G) 

Consider the river from 
source to mouth – 
connected corridor  A(CC,G) 

Litter Management – 

Connected shared paths 
along length of river   B 

Identify and celebrate 
traditional culture and 
heritage and role in 
governance 

Cultural/heritage – 
informative, stop-overs, 
wayside stops 

Re-establish indigenous 
vegetation for climate 
change adaptation and 
cultural heritage adaptation  
B   

Water transport  B 

Increased population density 

Quality tourism product (on 
waterway)  B 

Protection of recreational 
use/nature A(CC,G) 

Views to and from river  A(G) 

Need for public open space  
A(CC,G) 

Recreation – finding the 
balance between use and 
overuse, access to the water   
B 

Development pressure 
and over development  
A(G) 

Overshadowing  B 

Appropriate land use  
A(CC,G) 

Best Practice 
Environmental 
Management – 
guidelines e.g. urban 
stormwater 

Certainty of 
development outcomes 
– less reactive  C 

Maintenance costs and 
resources – public open 
space and trails  A or B (G) 

Clarity of vision for different 
segments/reaches 
(consistent) (CC,G) 

More open space, $$ for 
vegetation and litter  B 

Overall governance and 
coordination to support 
vision 

Unclear, complex or 
inappropriate roles, 
responsibilities or regulations   

                                                      
1 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted. 
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A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

education A(G) 

Decreasing garden size 
(A(G) 

Amenity – visual 
appearance of the corridor, 
landscaping vegetation, 
encroachment and impacts 
on river views 

 

Land acquisition for public 
use/access 

Softer edge to river   C 

Fastest area demand – 
cycling and running. Not 
thinking about new trails or 
widening trails.  B 

 

Lack of continuity of 
planning consistently 
(systems based 
approach)  A(G) 

Planning controls not 
meeting community 
expectations  B 

A(CC,G) 

Enforcement of planning 
controls (height 
developments, skyline 
controls, design development 
overlay, lack of planning 
controls)   B 

Opportunity: establishment 
of a trust or overarching 
coordinating body (sit within 
a department) to endorse 
and implement a plan with 
consistent land use policy 
and governance controls 
along the Yarra   A(CC,G) 

Traditional Owner 
partnership approach/role in 
governance   A or B 

 

3.4 Day One, Reach Two (Dights Falls - Warrandyte)2 

A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

                                                      
2 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted. 
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A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

Improved water quality, 
better management of 
stormwater run off and 
litter  A(CC,G) 

Climate change impacts eg 
healthy flow -allow 
flooding and floodplains 

River environs health. 
Habitat corridor 
preservation.  Weed 
management and 
degradation by feral 
animals and humans  
A(CC,G) 

Room for the waterway.  
Wide riverpark providing 
opportunities for 
vegetation, stormwater 
treatment flooding etc 
managed as a whole 

Development controls to 
manage diffuse pollution 
better to manage water 
quality 

Coordinated catchment 
and waterway planning 

Adequate stream flows 

Develop a clear vision of a 
future landscape. VISION   
A(CC,G) 

Protection of traditional 
culture and heritage e.g. 
Bolin Bolin  A(G) 

Changing activity leads to 
changing landscape 
relating wider economy  
A(CC,G) 

River is narrow.  Tree 
canopy is the primary 
feature in riparian corridor  
A(CC,G) 

Regional heritage context 
vs local heritage context 
(regional study needed)  
A(CC,G) 

Community education and 
appreciation – iconic   A+ 
(CC,G) 

Public access and use A(G) 

Plan for a preferred scale 
of development  A(G) 

Hubs to make the river a 
destination, not just a 
trail.  Indigenous trails and 
hubs. Arts theme, artisan 
hills.   A(G) 

Increased recreation and 
community events  A, B or 
C 

Pedestrian access 

Amenity –appearance of 
the corridor, landscaping, 
vegetation, encroachment 
impacts on river views  
A(CC,G) 

Recreation – finding the 
balance between use and 
overuse eg Bolin Bolin  
A(G) 

River trails network 
connectivity (inc 
pedestrian). Trails on both 
sides. Eg main Yarra trail 
to Warrandyte.   A(G) 

Managing private space eg 
gardens and landscaping 
etc for environmental and 
landscape impacts  A(G) 

Increasing and supporting 
low impact tourism  B 

Urban design and landscape 
management - principles 
governing   A(CC,G) 

Consistent planning for 
height and setback  A(CC,G) 

Appropriate development 
on floodplain  A(CC,G) 

Stronger planning controls 
protecting character, visual 
impact and biodiversity  
A(CC,G) 

Incremental ‘creep’.  
Planning controls need to 
be certain and include 
prohibited uses   A(CC,G) 

Access to the views and 
river surrounds public and 
private - long views  A(G) 

City transport – bridge over 
and under river connecting 
Western Ring Road and 

Policy definition – VISION -river 
needs first, other themes after 

Dedicated funding  A(CC,G) 

Cross organisational decision 
making – councils/ agencies/ 
state  A or B 

Maintenance costs and 
resources – public open space, 
trails, environmental works and 
education  A(CC,G) 

Consistency in policy/controls 
over time – staying true  A 

One organisation identified as 
the river champion (Minister or 
entity)  A(CC,G) 

Unclear, complex or 
inappropriate roles, regulations 
and responsibilities  A(CC,G) 

Enforcement of planning 
controls  B or C 

Increased use and activation of 
the PAO to address poor fast 
planning developments   A$$$ 
(CC,G) 

River trail networks quality – 
(safety signage crowding)  A(G) 
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A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

(especially in tributaries)  
B 

 

 Eastlink and widening 
existing bridges    A(G)  

Whole of catchment approach 
including tributaries  A(CC,G) 

Community IN the governance 
structure  A(G) 

3.5 Day One, Reach Three (Warrandyte – Maroondah Dam)3 

A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

Water quality – litter  
B 

Water quality – Yering 
Gorge B 

Habitat and diversity 

Not a declared water 
catchment, issues with 
water quality 

Non-sewered area  B 

Impact of reach on 
downstream – 
intensive land 
use/agriculture 

Flood plan 

Protection of 
traditional culture 
and heritage  A(G) 

Significant 
landscapes 

How to develop an open space 
river network – is this desired? 
How? Where? 

Public Access to the views and 
river surrounds 

Continuous parkland and trail  A 

Points of access and public open 
space  A 

Linear open space 

Landscape restoration 

River trails network connectivity 

Recreation opportunities on 
water 

Maintenance costs and resources 

Development near Yarra – 
what is the strategic 
vision?  C 

Development buffers - 
multi purpose 

Understanding usage – 
balance public and private 

Golf courses – water 
usage – proxy residential 

Tourism, economic hub ‘a 
changing landscape’  A 

Enforcement of 
environmental planning 
controls 

Review of Yarra Ranges 

Singular consistent governance 

Multiple land/waterway managers 
(achieving a shared vision, 
confusing for public) 

Opportunity one council/shire  A or 
B 

Significant private land requires 
partnership collaboration to 
manage the river.  Community.   

Lakes District etc = nodal. Needs 
community partnerships. 
Biosphere. 

Relevant projects – Yellingbo – 
Helmeted Honeyeater. State 
Emblem. Reserve. Habitat 

                                                      
3 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted. 
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A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

management C 

 

– public open space and trails 

Reclaim the river valley – the 
river’s needs are first; Need to 
protect the whole valley 

Yarra Valley well known but the 
actual river is invisible.  Little 
connection between valley and 
river 

 

Municipal Strategic 
Statement – upgraded 
environmental controls 

Tourism – agricultural 
connection.  Sensitive 
development. Protect 
agricultural land, drought-
proof the industry 

corridors. DELWP 

Challenges: shifting perceptions. 
Open catchment water supply  
private ownership or perceived as 
private ownership  crown land 
30m private lease  $ + resources  
A 

Please note diagram Appendix C 
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3.6 Day One, Reach Four (Upstream of Maroondah Dam)4 

A Healthy River A Cultural Riverscape Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Biodiversity and fire  
A(G) 

Quality water supply 

Keeping river 
healthy along its 
entire length 

Ecology and clean 
water 

 

 

Indigenous land use 
agreement or natural 
resources agreement 

Traditional 
management co-
ownership  B 

Other cultural 
connections – how do 
they see and use the 
river? 

 

Sustainable tourism 

Protection of public 
realm – biodiversity 
fire etc! 

Eco-tourism B(G) 

High quality water 
supply  A(CC,G) 

 

Access for recreation 
and education – 
balance 

Maximising the total 
value of the river 
through up and 
downstream action – 
actions in one area may 
benefit another. 

 

Clear and consistent decision making the length of 
the river 

Public land management and duty of care 

Single governance entity and policy framework 

Weeds and post management and maintenance 
costs - funding base? 

Sustainable NRM funding base  A 

Biodiversity and fire management – risks of post-
fire on water supply and species.  Clarity of roles 
and responsibilities.  

Incorporate into single legislative scheme, but 
coordinated management with Parks, Melbourne 
Water 

Roles and accountabilities are overlapping, unclear 
or absent 

Clear communication and community 
understanding of environmental, social and 
economic values of the river and how they vary 
along its length (GTAV) 

Engaging the community at all levels  A 

                                                      
4 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted. 
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3.7 Day Two, Reach One (CBD – Dights Falls)5 

A Healthy River A Cultural 
Riverscape 

Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Enhance biodiversity  B 

Fish and fishers, birds  B 

Revegetation and ecological restoration  A(CC,G) 

 

Swimmable- lower river temporarily (pool or 
swim race) or permanently.  Selected area, raise 
profile of health of Yarra  C 

Impact on bay beaches after heavy rain  B 

Pathogens affecting downstream recreation  B 

Instream ecology – fishways 

Stormwater runoff A(CC,G)  

Nitrogen – more an issue for the bay, the river is 
the conduit  

Industrial legacy pollution   B or C 

Silt/sedimentation.  $$$$$ school desilting– 
Melbourne Grammar?  B or C 

Opportunity to 
increase awareness 
and education 
around cultural 
values (e.g. Dights 
Falls, Merri Creek) 

Improve public access 
to the river – action 
PAOs, resolve land 
ownership issues 

Development 
requirement to 
incorporate habitat in 
the development – 
opportunity for 
stretches or whole of 
a bend to be 
revegetated with 
carefully placed paths 

Open space/ 
recreation space/ 
green space for Heat 
Island, community 
health 

Re-establishing 

Impervious surfaces 
and runoff, overland 
flows 

Retrofitting WSUD 
solutions 

Storm water capture 
and re-use eg Fitzroy 
Gardens 

Permeability of urban 
areas 

Stormwater quality/ 
urban runoff from 
development - low 
permeability. 
(Planning controls.) 

Involvement of local 
government expertise 
– have LG ‘at the table’ 

Public participation in 
management and 
governance 

Lack of funding for 
environmental 
outcomes 

Too many players in 
CBD Yarra 
management (PV, 
COM, MW etc etc) 

Identify loss, 
diminished control 
downstream ‘port 
area’.  Incorporate in 
tender documents 

                                                      
5 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted. On Day 2 participants placed sticky dots on their 5 ‘standout’ issues or opportunities across all reaches. Participants from reaches 1 and 2 placed red dots; those from 3 and 4 
placed green dots. 
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A Healthy River A Cultural 
Riverscape 

Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Groundwater pumping into stormwater B 

Litter (came up in PPB EMP)  (CC,G) 

Pollution and litter from tributaries eg 
Maribyrnong River, Moonee Ponds Creek, 

Gardiners Creek  A(G)  

Tributaries’ water health is also important  A(G) 

Systems focussed solution for environmental 
outcomes. ‘Big idea’ to reconnect river to Botanic 
Gardens, lake, Albert Park Lake, Fishermens Bend 

etc  A or B(CC,G)  

Development of sites with legacy contamination 
eg Fishermens Bend and AMCOR (reach 2)  B or 
C(CC,G) 

Whole of river approach that integrates LGAs eg 
Stonnington  A(CC,G) 

Rehabilitation of lower Yarra eg historic 
bluestone banks (increase amenity, habitat)  C 

naturalistic 
landscapes or 
landscape elements 

Poor visual quality of 
the water 

Overshadowing 

Research 

Appropriate funding 
allocation by agency/ 
role for whole of river 
management 
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3.8 Day Two, Reach Two (Dights Falls - Warrandyte)6 

A Healthy River A Cultural 
Riverscape 

Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Pest plants and animals, terrestrial/ riparian 

/ instream  

City to ranges – a riparian corridor/habitat 
connection including floodplain (CC,G) 

  WSUD/stormwater/ erosion 

Adequate stream flows especially in 
tributaries 

Climate change impacts – healthy flow eg 

allow flooding in floodplains A(CC)  

Urban stormwater pollution/flows, erosion 

A(CC,G)  

Improved vegetation management – 
balance between amenity and environment  

Connecting habitats along the river both 
instream and in the river corridor including 

flows and open space opportunities  

Pollution control – stormwater, tips, septic 
tanks, agriculture 

Control erosion and turbidity  B 

Wirrundjeri and 
Booneruung 
engagement in 
governance 

Improve visitor 
experience 

Planning issues eg 
bike paths – 
‘healthy people’ 
not always 
compatible with 
conserving healthy 
habitats 

Improve river as a 
destination – 
access and points 
of interest 

Parks Vic 
resourcing to 
properly manage 
lands 

Opportunity for ‘nodal’ 
strategy/focus 

Preserve and enhance 
the natural riverscape - 
international example 
for cities 

Make waterways central 
to urban nature 
conservation policy and 
strategy 

Increased width of 
habitat corridors along 
waterways 

Room for the waterway 
– wide river park 
providing opportunities 
for vegetation, 
stormwater treatment, 
flooding, recreation etc 
managed as a whole  
A(CC,G) 

Great work of local government 
needs to be integrated into an 
overall strategy 

Secure source of funding for local 

government, Parks Vic, MW etc  

Interagency cooperation and 
funding (solution) 

Development controls to manage 
diffuse pollution better to 
improve water quality  A(CC,G) 

Governance – continuity of 
management across time and 
geography. Forward planning 
implementation, maintenance 
and monitoring (solution) 

What policies, incentives and 
regulations have worked and 
failed 

Improved stormwater 
management at Catchment scale 

                                                      
6 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted.  On Day 2 participants placed sticky dots on their 5 ‘standout’ issues or opportunities across all reaches. Participants from reaches 1 and 2 placed red dots; those from 3 and 4 
placed green dots. 
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A Healthy River A Cultural 
Riverscape 

Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Manage river crossings, new and existing, to 
minimise impact on ecology of river and 
corridor  

Education – connection/ ownership – 

greatest opportunity in this reach  A  

Need to understand what interventions 
have worked/not worked over past 20 years 
e.g. stormwater main/ WSUD 

Need to understand what we can affect 
most/least effectively 

Inclusive learning culture in decision making 
and action (solution) 

Lack of funding for substantive and 
distributed WSUD infrastructure to mitigate 

pollution/ flows.  A(CC,G)  

Resources for 
Committees of 
Management including 
capacity building 

 

– planning and governance 

Improve coordination of planning 
and governance between 
organisations – vision and works 

Coordinated Catchment and 
waterway planning  A(CC,G) 

Resources for committees of 
management (inc capacity 
building) 

Parks Victoria resourcing to 
properly manage corridor lands 
(solution) 
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3.9 Day Two, Reach Three (Warrandyte – Maroondah Dam)7 

Participants noted that this reach is the best and cheapest option to fix and have downstream benefits A(CC,G). There were no items listed for ‘Cultural 
Riverscape’ or ‘Liveable City/Region’ for this reach. 

A Healthy River Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

Stormwater - rural 

Non-sewered area – at least 1/3 of septic tanks failing; Melbourne Water 
and retailer doing something. Occurs but is it a problem? Solution doesn’t 

mean sewering.   B  

Water quality Yering Gorge (because we drink it) 

Water Quality - litter  B 

Potential impact of bushfire, Pollution events as result of fire – smaller 
land/dumps   C 

Agricultural runoff volume and quality. Needs careful management BUT 
balance the need for agriculture. Livestock access. A(G) (due to 

intensification)  

Agricultural chemicals, pesticides (hot spots/ low level chronic) 

Improve urban water quality  B(G)   

Impact/role local sewer treatment facilities  B(CC) 

Water health, quality flows -allow flooding  

Floodplain management B(CC)  

Utilisation of the asset – 
overloving 

Opportunity: planning controls, CaLP 

etc  

Opportunity – Crown Land leases not 
renewed (as per recent Yellingbo 

example)  

Increase extent of public land abutting 
river especially upper reaches 

Not a declared water catchment – an 
open catchment. Issues with water 
quality 

Clear responsibility for stormwater 
drainage 

Clarify environmental duty of care for 
private landholders 

Restore Parks Vic funding urgently 
including staffing to manage their land 
that abuts the Yarra 

Impact of reach on downstream 

                                                      
7 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted.  On Day 2 participants placed sticky dots on their 5 ‘standout’ issues or opportunities across all reaches. Participants from reaches 1 and 2 placed red dots; those from 3 and 4 
placed green dots. 
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A Healthy River Sustainable Development  Good Governance 

Potential check out water allocation – licensing combined with e-flows  

Flow regime: enough, timing   A(particularly Q.R), (CC)  

Feral animals and plants invasion using Yarra corridor to spread degradation 

eg deer, weeds  

Weed control 

Habitat and biodiversity  A(C,G) 

Restoring riparian zones 

Landscape restoration  A(C,G)  

Habitat fragmentation – fish barriers, longitudinal, lateral 

Opportunity: incentive for targeted private landholders (e.g. agricultural) 
abutting river to reveg and protect riparian buffer before public acquisition. 

Access will be important for recreation. A  

Utilise existing programs – MW, local government  

Advantage: strong Landcare and private landholder interest 

Impact of reach 3 on downstream – intensive land-use/agriculture 

Over-development = change in land use (increased urbanisation) A(CC,G) 

(intensive land use/ agriculture) 
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3.10 Day Two, Reach Four (Upstream of Maroondah Dam)8 

A Healthy River A Cultural 
Riverscape 

Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

Keeping the river healthy (entire length) – maintain/retain   
A(CC,G) 

Biodiversity management A or B(CC,G) 

Protection of water quality/supply  A(CC,G) 

Tourism – increased pressure. Impact on water quality, 
biodiversity, fire etc   B 

Improved catchment management (WQ Sediment, litter)   B 
or C 

Catchment resilience a focus (more than other reaches): 
adaptation, monitoring B or C 

Retain and manage as protected area especially closed 
catchments  B 

Impact of fire on water yield and quality A(CC,G) 

Pest plant and animal control   B 

Runoff/pollutants  B 

Controlled access and well maintained (target sites) A or B  

(CC,G)   

Extending protected areas (e.g. inliers) – hazardous tree 

Identify and 
understand 
cultural values 
of the river 

Education on 
values of the 
source – buy-in  A 
or B 1 green 

Community connection 
to and ownership of 
river values 

Funding for public and 
protected area 
management 
(appropriate allocation 
by agency/role) 

 

Investment frameworks 
–balance between lower 
and upper catchment.  
Where does community 
value investment? 

Public participation as 
input to governance 

Enhanced, integrated 
and adaptive 
river/catchment 
planning and monitoring 
(common vision)  
A(CC,G) 

Need one controlling 
body 

 

                                                      
8 Priority A, B, C is noted for each issue/opportunity (where it was specified by the participants). Future challenges due to climate change (CC) and/or population growth (G) are also 

noted.  On Day 2 participants placed sticky dots on their 5 ‘standout’ issues or opportunities across all reaches. Participants from reaches 1 and 2 placed red dots; those from 3 and 4 
placed green dots. 
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A Healthy River A Cultural 
Riverscape 

Liveability Sustainable 
Development  

Good Governance 

policy (mapping underway)  A or B or C 

Balance managing fire risks and impact on biodiversity and 

other values A(CC,G)  

Inappropriate fire regimes A(CC,G) 

Climate change impacts on weed species and ability to 
invade under different climate change scenarios. B 

Climate change will almost certainly change the 
environment but in unpredictable ways – how do we 
manage this? B 

Climate change impact on vegetation species composition 
and having flexible, responsive management to ensure 

ecosystem integrity B  

Extreme events – increased flooding and downstream 

impacts landslips/ erosion/ fire/ flood/ earthquakes  A(C) 

Eco-tourism opportunities  B  

Opportunity – Great Forest National Park.  Eco-tourism, 

ecological values recognition and protection.  A(CC,G)  

Fire as an opportunity – Traditional Owner fire 

management A(CC,G)  

Enforcement of environmental flow targets A(CC)  

Impacts of logging trade.  Is it in water catchment area?  
Need to map   A or C (CC,G) 
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4. Priority issues and suggested solutions 

4.1 Process for the Discussion 

Workshop participants then combined all of the priority issues for the four reaches. Potential solutions and options to progress opportunities were then 
developed for each theme of issues. 

Note that, inkeeping with the focus for each workshop, participants on Day One worked on the priority issues for the goals “A cultural riverscape”, 
“Liveability” 

Day Two participants worked on the priority issues for the “healthy river” goal, also considering the issues and opportunities for that had been identified 
for this goal on the previous day. 

4.2 Day One 

Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

Vision     

 Need to develop a 
clear vision of a 
future landscape.   

  Vision – strategic, passion, buy-in, integrated, future, legislative force 

Vision and strategic framework. 

Get the right people in the room. Strategic thinking about river and 
catchment as a whole as well as understand local issues, reflect 
character. Set a clear direction for the river, be clear on who is 
accountable. Balance between visionary and achievable 

Needs bi-partisan political buy-in, legislative force, resources and good 
governance to make sure it is implemented and everyone is signed up to 
it and it is enforced 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

Need to think about future impacts (population and climate). Needs 
innovation, generate excitement 

Clarity on how to get there – an implementation path. Be adaptive and 
resilient to future changes without losing its power and getting watered 
down 

Take into account Melbourne’s culture and history. Make the river 
special and celebrate its uniqueness 

Needs community buy-in. Help people engage with river – passion for 
action. Encourage a healthy lifestyle, suitable for young and old. Not just 
for people who live on the river but for the whole community inc 
Indigenous culture 

Promote the river and build community understanding  

Planning      

Lack of continuity 
of planning – 
consistency, 
systems based 
approach   

Stronger planning 
controls protecting 
character  

 

  Have consistent vision for the corridor 

Develop a strategy for entire river/catchment inc land use, water use and 
quality, catchment issues, corridor issues, recreation, biodiversity, 
monitoring/ benchmarks  

Implement statutory mechanisms (SPPF) and local controls 

Urbanisation    

Decreasing garden 
size 

Increasing 
urbanisation: 
reduced 

Managing private 
space – gardens 
and landscaping for 
environmental and 
landscape impacts   

  No solutions submitted 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

permeability and 
increased runoff  

Land Use     

Development 
pressure, over 
development  

Best Practice 
Environmental 
Management – 
guidelines e.g. 
urban stormwater  

 

Urban design and 
landscape 
management, 
consistent planning 
for height and 
setback and 
appropriate land 
use 

Cultural/Heritage.  
Informative 
stopovers, wayside 
stops. 

Yarra is a tourism 
destination – not 
seen as being of 
environmental 
significance  

Balancing 
competing interests 

 

 

  

Tourism – 
economic hub ‘a 
changing 
landscape’ 

 

 Assessment of existing land uses along river length with view to 
preparing a ‘land use policy’ and investment prospectus 

Implementation of the existing built form reviews (Planisphere); 
Ministerial amendment 

Extension of built form reviews to sections of Yarra without current 
studies 

Fund Parks Victoria 

Comprehensive cultural heritage assessment leading to heritage listing 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

Significant Landscapes    

  Cotswolds, 
Mornington 
Peninsula, LSOs, 
Lakes District  

 No solutions submitted 

Public Access     

Land acquisition 
for public use and 
access.   

Land management 
required  

River trail networks 
- connectivity, inc 
pedestrian, trails on 
both sides e.g. Main 
Yarra Trail to 
Warrandyte   

Public access and 
use; public open 
space 

Continuous 
parkland and 
trail 

Continuous 
public ownership 
and periodic 
public access 

 Enlarge focus from just connectivity: also capacity. ie use conflicts 
between commuters and recreation – overreliance on Yarra corridor as 
an alternative transport corridor. Transport needs own land at times 

Recreation     

 Increased 
recreation and 
community events 

Finding balance 
between use and 
over use eg Bolin 
Bolin    

Hubs to make the 
river a destination 

  Recreation master plan for local and regional activity 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

not just a trail eg 
indigenous trails 
and hubs, arts 
theme, artisan hills  

 

Education     

 Community 
education and 
appreciation – 
Iconic   

  Education challenge for schools (primary and secondary levels).  Example 
mapping with councils. 

List of champions eg schools, community groups, sectors.  Local scales 
GTAV/VCAR.  Victorian curriculum.  Media personalities, Ministers 

Citizen science 

Capacity building across generations (consider in vision) 

Media, marketing strategy including social media 

Minister for Planning, Minister for Education, Minister for Environment 
working together: curriculum, materials, template. Focussed on the 
Yarra. (WQ, History, Geography etc) 

Reopen Westerfolds for Indigenous Education Centre 

Teach new arrivals the value of our rare flora/fauna including not fishing 
with nets in the Yarra and killing our platypus 

Community Education Centres – broaden community.  Schools 
curriculum/program challenges. 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

Water supply     

   High 
quality 
water 
supply   

Fire management 

Education – community perspectives 

 

 

Indigenous Heritage    

Identify and 
celebrate 
traditional culture 
and heritage  

Regional heritage 
context v local 
heritage. Regional 
study needed.   

Protection of 
traditional culture 
and heritage eg 
Bolin Bolin    

Protection of 
traditional 
culture and 
heritage eg Bolin 
Bolin    

 Land use or natural resource agreements. 

Co-management or governance role for traditional owners across course 
of the river. 

Indigenous heritage sites along river, inc for education purposes. 

Wurundjeri need to lead. 

Build Indigenous into identity, values of the river. 

Treaty negotiation as basis for co-management, economic benefits 

Education opportunities eg tourism led by Wurundjeri 

Recognising and celebrating Aboriginal heritage and identity of the river; 
integrate into events 

Integrate Aboriginal heritage management into Yarra governance eg 
public vs non-public knowledge 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

Transport     

 City transport – 
bridge over river 
under river 
connecting Western 
Ring Road and 
Eastlink, and 
widening bridges   

  Connecting our city – the need for more bridges across the Yarra. 

Put connections UNDER the Yarra. Priority is to link the Western Ring 
Road with EastLink.  Traffic logjams now at all river crossings.  Widening 
bridges and the impact this would have. 

Need for more public transport. 

Craig Lapsley and Warrandyte community want more emergency exit 
crossings across Yarra for North Warrandyte residents 

 

Visual Amenity     

Views to and from 
the river   

Appearance of the 
corridor, 
landscaping, 
vegetation, 
encroachment and 
impacts on river 
views   

Appearance of the 
corridor, 
landscaping, 
vegetation, 
encroachment and 
impacts on river 
views   

Access to the views 
and river surrounds 
public and private   

  Visual amenity = visual equity 

The community right to visual equity of the river corridor. 

Challenge - perceived private and individual rights. 

Need a vision – define the preferred amenity 
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4.3 Day Two 

In addition to the process deployed on Day 1, on Day 2 participants placed sticky dots on their 5 ‘standout’ issues or opportunities across all reaches. 
Participants from reaches 1 and 2 placed red dots; those from 3 and 4 placed green dots. 

Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

Agricultural run-off      

  Agricultural runoff 
volume and quality. 
Livestock access (due to 
intensification) 

 

Opportunity: incentive 
for targeted private 
landholders (e.g. 
agricultural) abutting 
river to reveg and 

protect riparian buffer  

Over-development = 
change in land use 
(increased urbanisation)   

 Revisit the model to provide incentives to landholders 
to adopt good riparian land management – important 
for run-off - to encourage greater uptake 

Livestock excluded from streams to reduce erosion and 
faecal sources 

MW existing rural stormwater strategy review and 
build on successes. 

Update existing BP guidance for land use – not just for 
nutrients and sediments but ag chemicals. 

Ensure planning control when there is a change in land 
use where it is adjacent to a waterway. 

Biodiversity Management    

 Pest plants and 
animals, 
terrestrial/ 
riparian/ instream 

 

 Biodiversity 
Management  

Controlled access 
and well maintained 

target sites    

Revise, review, decide, act, monitor. 

Renew our account of Yarra system’s environmental 
condition and trends.  

Review the achievements and validity of the Yarra 
Concept Plan (1990) and Waterway Action Plans (2000) 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

 Opportunity – Great 
Forest National Park 
– eco tourism – 
ecological values 
recognition and 

protection.   

as guiding goals and purpose. 

Use these reviews to establish what needs to be 
achieved next to 2030 

Corridor Connection    

Revegetation and 
ecological 

restoration   

Systems focussed 
solution for 
environmental 
outcomes. 
Reconnect the 
river to lakes etc.  

 

City to ranges – a 
riparian corridor/ 
habitat connection 

   

Landscape restoration  

 

 

 Raising the profile through selling it as a community 
open space/recreation benefit.  Connect the 
community. 

Mapping and immediate protection of existing values. 

Mapping/integrating of who (which bodies) are 
currently investing/managing vegetation and 
connecting them. 

Governing/stat body that provides guidance/strategic 
direction/enforcement for riparian vegetation 

Establish ecological principles/standards/ vision for 
Yarra corridor 

Disturbance and climate impacts including fire   

   Extreme events – 
increased flooding 
and downstream 
impacts, landslips/ 

erosion.  

Traditional Owner 

Science, threat, consequence, controls, adaptively 
manage and review 

Document and understand current science around 
extreme events. 

What is it saying re future scenarios and consequences? 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

fire management   

Balance – managing 
fire risks/regimes 
and impact on 
biodiversity and 

other values  

Protection of water 
quality/supply inc 
due to fire   

Map impacts of 
logging  

Identify risk to Yarra River and catchment values and 
assets. 

Mitigation/control measures required. 

Development of implementation plan and monitoring 
approach. 

Regular review and updating of plan 

 

Flow     

 Climate change 
impacts – healthy 
flow eg allow 
flooding in 

floodplains  

Flow regime: enough 

and timing.   

Enforcement of 
environmental flow 

targets.  . 

No solutions were submitted. 

Litter     

Pollution and litter 
from tributaries eg 
Maribyrnong River, 
Moonee Ponds 
Creek, Gardeners 

Creek.   

   Regulation, Enforcement 

Targets 

Monitoring and reporting 

Capacity building 

Programs/Funding 

Education     
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

 Education – 
greatest 
opportunity in this 

reach.    

 Education on values 
at the source – buy 

in.   

Icon sites: community education, curriculum, citizen 
science eg Fluker Posts, Bioblitz.  Reference sites and 
benchmarks. 

Broaden education reach and research.  Basic 
catchment management (domestic) 

Icon species (eg platypus) or ecological processes (eg 
fishway at Dights Falls) 

Interpretive apps – signage, access points 

Walk the Yarra – long distance trail. Icon walk or blue 
trail (water) 

Sell the vision to the community. 

Great Forest NP – opportunity to engage/educate 

Holistic approach (students at bottom of system 
appreciating issues at top) 

Funding     

 Secure source of 
funding for local 
government, Parks 

Vic, MW etc  

  Use funds – plan, coordinate, implement, monitor and 
evaluate, replan 

Local Govt, Parks Vic 

Interagency cooperation and funding 

A secure source of funding to be used as an investment 
hub to ensure planning then interagency cooperation 

Not discretionary, needs to be direct, a levy of some 
description e.g. % of development on/near Yarra and 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

tributaries 

Integrated water vision or plan   

Whole of river 
approach that 
integrates LGAs, 
projects eg 
Stonnington.   

Tributaries’ water 
health  

  River health along 
entire length.   

Enhanced and 
integrated and 
adaptive river 
catchment planning 
and monitoring – 
common vision  

For consistency need an incorporated ‘Integrated 
Water Management Plan’ into the State sections of the 
planning scheme. 

-referral authority conditions 

-173 

-DDO 

-DCP/Open Space 

Stormwater     

Stormwater run-off  

 

 

Urban stormwater 
pollution/flows, 

erosion  

Lack of funding for 
substantive and 
distributed WSUD 
infrastructure to 
mitigate pollution/ 

flows.   

  Pilot planning controls to increase urban permeability. 
Eg Little Stringy Bark Creek model - ESO. 

Accountability/responsibility for stormwater quality. Eg 
private landowners, councils, road authorities, MW 

Improve standards for new developments.  Easier to 
implement WSUD than retrofitting. 

Consideration as to how regulatory tools could be 
applied to stormwater. 

Encourage regulatory enforcement – legislation 
improvements to deal with diffuse sources of pollution. 

Education – impact of behaviours on stormwater and 
receiving waters. 

Communication – leveraging community aspirations eg 
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Reach 1 Reach 2 Reach 3 Reach 4 Solutions/ Options 

swimming in Yarra to focus on stormwater quality.  
Direct link. 
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5. Summary of Results 

The two workshops were each focussed on different issues and opportunities: on Day 1, participants dealt with socioeconomic factors, while Day 2 
participants concentrated on environmental matters. When the outputs of both days were reviewed together, the following priorities for the Yarra 
River became evident: 

Priority 
A priority in 
workshop… 

A priority in reach… 

1 (Inner Urban) 2 (Urban) 3 (Semi-rural) 4 (Rural) 

Protecting water quality (including managing pollution, stormwater 
and agricultural runoff) 

1,2     
Enhancing biodiversity including managing pest plants/animals, 
revegetation, landscape restoration, habitat connection 

2     

Strategic vision/integrated approach 1,2     
Controlling the effects of urbanisation, development and transport 
corridors (other than stormwater) 

1,2     

Building awareness of and protecting culture and heritage 1     

Enabling recreation and public access 1,2     

Ensuring sufficient water flow 2     

Consistent planning controls protecting character 1     

Protecting and enhancing views 1     

Facilitating tourism 1     

Building community education and appreciation of the river’s values 1     
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Priority 
A priority in 
workshop… 

A priority in reach… 

1 (Inner Urban) 2 (Urban) 3 (Semi-rural) 4 (Rural) 

Securing funding 2     

Managing disturbance and climate change impacts including fire 2     
As the table above shows, the need to protect water quality and 
enhance biodiversity emerged as priorities for the entire riparian 
corridor, with water quality considered a priority for both workshops. 
Controlling agricultural runoff in the upper reaches was particularly 
seen as important by Day 2 participants from Reaches 1 and 2. 

Developing a strategic vision and/or an integrated approach to 
protecting and managing the river was a priority for all river sections 
except Reach 3, however it would be logical to assume that this is an 
important enabling opportunity for the whole river. Related to this 
opportunity, the creation of a single governance entity for the river 
was raised for each of the reaches under the heading ‘Good 
Governance’9.  

Controlling the effects of urbanisation and development were 
priorities for the increasingly developed sections of the Yarra River 
downstream of Maroondah Dam.  

Building awareness of and protecting culture and heritage were also 
priorities for Reaches 1-3. Traditional management or co-ownership 
and creating cultural connections were considered in Reach 4, but did 
not emerge as priorities. 

                                                      
9 Items under the heading ‘Good Governance’ were not considered in the 

identification of priorities during either workshop. 

Enabling public access/recreation and ensuring sufficient water flow 
were important for the reaches upstream of Dights Falls. It is not 
surprising that these were not considered priorities for Reach 1, given 
the extensive network of heavily used trails and the high flow rates 
(due to the prevalence of impervious surfaces) in the lower 
catchment. 

Consistent planning controls and protecting views were both priorities 
for the two lower reaches – neither were surprising given the level of 
development and urbanisation in these areas. 

Each of the matters described above also featured prominently in the 
introductory questions relating to the most important issues and 
opportunities for the river. 
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Perhaps two of the more surprising results that were evident when 
reviewing the consolidated priorities were that 

 Securing funding only appeared as a priority in Reach 2. 
However, it should be noted that similar comments 
frequently emerged under the heading ‘Good Governance’ 
under each of the other three reaches. 

 Managing disturbance and climate change impacts 
including fire was only cited as a priority in Reach 4. 
Downstream impacts of climate change/disturbance 
(especially erosion) and were noted as issues in Reaches 1-
3 but did not emerge as priorities. Nonetheless, climate 
change impacts due to drought and/or increased intensity 
of storm events have been captured in the ‘enhance 
biodiversity’ and ‘protect water quality’ opportunities 
already outlined as priorities for the entire catchment.  

 

The consistency in the conversations relating to solutions and options 
was interesting, with elements of the following strategic framework 
being variously described as necessary to resolve the priority issues/ 
take advantage of the priority opportunities: 

A single, bipartisan vision, 

underpinned by an integrated management plan relating to corridor 
land use, water use and quality, catchment impacts, recreation and 

biodiversity, and  

supported by the SPPF, local planning controls, ecological standards, 
education, monitoring and legislation to enable effective enforcement. 

 

Other ‘next steps’ related to  

 sustainable funding of key organisations such as Parks Victoria,  

 cultural heritage assessment and heritage listing, 

 co-management/integrating Aboriginal heritage management,  

 building traditional owner-led education and tourism 
opportunities,  

 broadening of research including building citizen science, and 

 incentives for ‘good riparian land management’. 

 
 
Finally, it should be noted that the draft goals for the Yarra (A Healthy 
River, A Cultural Riverscape, Liveability, Sustainable Development and 
Good Governance) collectively proved to be a useful lens through 
which the river’s issues and opportunities were considered. 
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Appendix A - Agenda 

Yarra River Protection Workshop Sessions 

Monday 29 February 2016 
Tuesday 1 March 2016 

AGENDA 

9.15am Arrival and Tea and Coffee 

9.30am Welcome and Background 
  Chris Chesterfield, Chair Yarra River Protection Ministerial Advisory Committee 

9.45am Introduction to the Workshop 
  Jen Lilburn, Facilitator, Kismet Forward 

9.50am Opening Question: What is the most important Yarra River issue/opportunity that the government needs to address? 

10.00am Identification of the issues/opportunities for each reach 

10.30am Peer review 

11.00am  Morning tea 

11.15am Impacts of future challenges  

11.40am Options 

12.10pm  Plenary and Reflections 

12.25pm Wrap up and Close – Chris Chesterfield 

12.30pm Conclusion of Workshop and lunch 
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Appendix B – Workshop Participants  

Workshop One  - 29th February 

Ms Anna Bunbury City of Manningham 

Cr Bronnie Hattam Shire of Nillumbik 

Mr David Walmsley City of Yarra 

Mr David Cox Banyule City Council 

Mr Stuart Menzies Brimbank Council 

Mr Craig  Yelland Plus Architecture Pty Ltd 

Mr Peter Boyle DELWP 

Mr Dean  Thornton Places Victoria 

Mr John Casey Urban Development Institute of Australia (Victoria) 

Ms Lisa Saraceni Department of Premier and Cabinet 

 
Chris Braddock Metropolitan Planning Authority 

Mr Chad  Griffiths Shire of Nillumbik 

Mr Bruce Rush Melbourne Water 

 
Ben Furmage Melbourne Water 

Ms Kate Nagato Melbourne Water 

Cr Deborah Brown Baw Baw Shire Council 

Ms Cathy Wilkinson EPA 

 
Julia Lam EPA 

Ms Kirsten Bauer MAC Member 

Ms Tamara Boyd MAC Member 

Ms Libby Sampson DELWP 

Ms Judita Mieldazys DELWP 

Ms Jane Nguyen DELWP 

Ms Monica Van Reyk DELWP 
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Mr Brian Doolan Parks Victoria 

Ms Libby Hillman Geography Teachers Association of Victoria 

Mr Stephen Latham Geography Teachers Association of Victoria 

Mr Andrew Kelly Yarra River Keepers Association 

Mr Peter Mollison City of Yarra 

Ms Emma  Stewart DELWP 

Mr Chris  Chesterfield MAC Chair 

Ms Jennifer  Lilburn Facilitator - Kismet Forward 

Ms Di  Lynn DELWP 

Ms Louise  Reynolds DELWP 

Mr Doug Jarvis City of Melbourne 

Mr Bruce Lindsay Environmental Justice 

Mr Ben Champion Yarra Ranges Shire Council 

Mr Will Hoban DELWP 

Mr Nick Brennan Boroondara City Council 

 

Workshop Two – 1st March 

Cr Bronnie Hattam Shire of Nillumbik 

Cr Angela Altair Hobsons Bay City Council 

Ms Louise  Hicks Victorian Bar 

Mr Dean  Thornton Places Victoria 

Mr  Damian Closs Yarra Ranges Shire Council 

Mr Bruce Lindsay Environmental Justice 

Mr Patrick Vaughan Nillumbik Shire Council 

Mr Gavin O'Neill Melbourne Water 

Mr Toby Prosser Melbourne Water 

Mr Greg Bain Melbourne Water 

Ms Michaela  Skett City of Boroondara 

Ms Sarah Buckley City of Stonnington 
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Mr Ian Morgans 
Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management 
Authority 

Cr Deborah Brown Baw Baw Shire Council 

Mr Cameron Munro EPA 

Mr Justin  Hanrahan City of Yarra 

 

Vivian Amenta DELWP 

Ms Tamara Boyd Intrinsic Scope 

 
Jane Doolan MAC Member 

Ms Cathy Willis City of Manningham  

Mr Leon Metzeling EPA 

Ms Libby Hillman Geography Teachers Association of Victoria 

Mr Andrew Kelly Yarra River Keepers Association 

Ms Libby Sampson DELWP 

Ms Judita Mieldazys DELWP 

Ms Emma  Stewart DELWP 

Mr Chris  Chesterfield MAC Chair 

Ms Jane Ngyen DELWP 

Ms Monica Van Reyk DELWP 

Ms Jennifer Lilburn Facilitator - Kismet Forward 

Ms Di  Lynn DELWP 
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Appendix C – Diagram to support comment 

Reach Three participant diagram to support comment  ‘Open catchment water supply  private ownership or perceived as private ownership  
crown land 30m private lease  $ + resources ‘ 

 


