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1. Introduction and Objectives 

1.1. Introduction 

Wind Prospect Pty Ltd (WP) is the owner of Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd. Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd is the proponent, 
and Wind Prospect Pty Ltd will be managing the Environment Effects Statement (EES) on the proponent’s behalf.  Wind 
Prospect has been developing renewable energy projects in Australia since 2000 and has achieved planning approval for 20 
wind farms and two solar farms totalling more than 3,000 MW of electricity generating capacity.  Wind Prospect subscribes 
to the Clean Energy Council’s (CEC) Best Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Developments, which is provided in 
Appendix A. 
 
The proponent is proposing a wind farm located on a site 3.3 kilometres to the north east of Orford, 7.5 kilometres to the 
west of Hawkesdale and about 32 kilometres to the north west of Warrnambool.  The proposed Willatook Wind Farm 
(WWF) (the Project) comprises a maximum of 86 wind turbines and associated permanent and temporary infrastructure, 
including site tracks and hardstand areas; up to seven access points from public roads; concrete batching plants; 
permanent anemometry masts; underground cabling; a construction compound; a substation; a battery storage facility; a 
temporary on-site quarry; and, up to 5 kilometres of overhead transmission line.  Each wind turbine has a maximum 
proposed tip height (the highest point of the blade when the blade is vertical) of 250 metres. 
 
An EES Referral was submitted to the Minister for Planning on 27 September 2018 and accepted for publication on 5 
October 2018.  The Minister for Planning determined on 27 December 2018 that an EES is required for the proposed wind 
farm. 

As part of the preparation of an EES, the proponent has responsibility for informing and consulting with the public and 
other stakeholders.  To support this, the proponent is required to prepare and implement a Consultation Plan (CP) (this 
document).  The CP is not intended to follow a highly prescriptive approach, and will typically evolve, therefore, it should 
be able to be modified throughout the EES process to respond to changing stakeholder needs. 

1.2. Objectives 

The EES CP sets out the measures that the proponent will undertake to inform the public and obtain input from 
stakeholders in preparing the EES.  It provides a framework for action and accountability and documents how the 
proponent will: 

 Inform the public about the Project and program of EES studies; 
 Seek targeted input from stakeholders to identify issues of potential concern; obtain local knowledge on existing 

conditions; understand perceptions of potential effects; and, gain feedback on measures that might provide 
reasonable responses to stakeholder concerns; 

 Respond to stakeholder input. 

Consultation should be conducted in a climate that allows for informed, fact-based discussion, understanding and 
cooperation so that solutions can be sought for issues raised.  Key guiding principles are that the consultation should be: 

 Constructive – all parties involved should do so in a positive manner, allowing all parties to listen and contribute; 
 Inclusive – the proponent should seek to understand the full range of local opinion; 
 Fair and evidence based; 
 Unconditional – engagement does not mean support for the Project and does not mean that a planning permit is 

more likely. 

1.3. Acknowledgement to Country 

Wind Prospect acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land that the Project is located on, being the Eastern Maar 
People and Gunditjmara People and wishes to pay respect to Elders, both past and present.  We acknowledge the ongoing 
connection between the Traditional Owners with the land and waters. 

 




















































