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 4.1   ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE 

 In a number of areas along the 
Maribyrnong River, new public open 
space will be created as part of 
development or redevelopment projects 
where the developer contributes open 
space as part of the development 
approval process. There is a need to  
set out objectives and specific design 
guidelines for these situations. 

 These design guidelines should apply to all 

new subdivisions, although there is limited 

potential for further open space provisions 

associated with subdivision in lower reaches  

of the river. In some places, the existing 

pattern of development will mean the 

guidelines cannot be achieved. Land is 

required for a riparian vegetation corridor, 

for a shared trail (including allowance for 

maintenance access) and for an effective 

buffer and landscape screening.

 4.  DESIGN GUIDELINES

 Coordinated planning is essential to protect and 

enhance the Maribyrnong River Valley’s natural and built 

environment for current and future generations. 

 The Maribyrnong River Valley Design Guidelines 

are intended as an overarching framework 

for achieving planning consistency along the 

river’s entire urban length. They apply to the 

river from the Urban Growth Boundary to 

where it meets the Yarra River near the West 

Gate Bridge. They do not cover the Hume 

and Brimbank Green Wedges, which are 

predominantly rural in character. The main 

purpose of the Guidelines is to protect open 

space and guide development along the river, 

as well as expand and link existing parkland, 

walking paths and cycling trails. 

 The Guidelines will improve clarity and 

certainty for planners and developers and 

benefit the wider community who enjoy the 

Maribyrnong River for leisure and recreation, 

and want developments in keeping with the 

riverside.

 The Guidelines will also reinforce the preferred 

character of the seven river lengths discussed 

in section 2 of this report.  
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 Design guideline 1

 Provide a publicly-managed vegetation corridor along the river, 
upstream of the Port.

 Subdivision and development should provide for a vegetated corridor along 

both sides of the waterway. Land identified in Table 1 should be provided as 

public open space.

 Note 1: The nominated land widths are based on 30 metres for riparian 

vegetation corridor (SPPF clause 15), 12 metres for effective buffer/screening and 

landscaping (based on testing of screening effects along the Merri Creek corridor) 

and 10 metres for trail corridor (includes allowance for maintenance access and 

meeting Austroads guidelines).  

 Note 2: The riparian vegetation corridor can include land subject to flooding.

Length Land to be provided as  
open space

Vegetation corridor 
outcome to be achieved

Brimbank Greater of: land subject to 

flooding plus 22 metres, or 

52 metres from the top of 

the bank of the waterway

Provision of a riparian 

vegetation corridor, shared 

trail and landscape buffer  

to development

Land on valley slopes Protection of uninhabited 

feel, and development of 

recreation opportunities

12 metres from the top of 

any escarpment

Provision of vegetation 

screening of development

Sites of botanical or 

zoological significance

Protection of significant 

flora and fauna

Steele Creek 52 metres from the top of 

the bank of the waterway

Provision of a riparian 

vegetation corridor, shared 

trail and landscape buffer  

to development

12 metres from the top of 

any escarpment (except 

where development has 

already been approved)

Provision of vegetation 

screening of development

Sites of botanical or 

zoological significance

Protection of significant 

flora and fauna

Table 1: Vegetation corridor to be achieved
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  Design guideline 2

 To provide public access and trails along the river valley where identified.

 Continuous public open space, including public access, should be provided 

along both sides of the Maribyrnong River Valley, through building setback 

requirements associated with subdivision and development, and/or land 

acquisition, except within the Port of Melbourne and in the vicinity of Woods 

Street, Ascot Vale.

 Land identified in Table 2 should be provided as public open space, including 

for public access. In some parts of the Footscray length, part of the minimum 

recommended width for open space may remain in private ownership with 

buildings set back to help achieve the minimum requirement. Where buildings 

are set back, fencing and screening should be permeable in line with 

guideline 14.

 The siting of trails should take into account habitat conservation objectives, 

avoiding sensitive riparian areas and significant grasslands. Some trails, 

particularly in the upper reaches, should be low-key paths for pedestrians 

only (refer to guideline 6).
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 Table 2: Access to be achieved

Length Land to be provided as 
public open space and for 
public access

Access outcome to be 
achieved

Brimbank – Steele Creek Greater of: land subject  

to flooding plus 22 metres,  

or 52 metres from the top  

of the bank of the waterway

Riverside trail in conjunction 

with floodplain, a riparian 

vegetation corridor  

and landscape buffer  

to development

Where upper level trail is 

proposed, 15 metres from 

the top of any escarpment

Provision of a shared 

escarpment pathway and 

screening and setback of 

development

The nominated land width of 

15 metres allows for shared 

trail, planting, vehicle and 

pedestrian access to the 

development fronting the 

escarpment

Maribyrnong Retain continuous public 

access to the river except in 

vicinity of Woods Street

Racecourse The land required to 

maintain the floodway

Protection of the floodplain 

of the waterway

Land covered by a Public 

Acquisition Overlay at  

Fisher Parade

Continuous public access  

to the river

Footscray 15-30 metres setback from 

the top of the bank of the 

waterway, unless specified 

otherwise in a plan*

Provision of public access 

along the river’s edge to 

accommodate the range and 

intensity of urban activity

The nominated land width 

of 15-30 metres allows 

for a landscape and 

streetscape treatment that 

can accommodate a range 

of access requirements 

for river frontage activities 

including boating, as well 

as access to the abutting 

property frontages  

where needed

 *A plan can either be a strategic plan, landscape plan, 

masterplan, urban design framework, or guidelines  

included in the planning scheme.
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 4.2   OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT – LANDSCAPE

 Existing open spaces in the Maribyrnong River Valley can be characterised as:

Bushland–grassland areas of significant size managed and maintained 

to reflect natural conditions primarily for nature 

conservation rather than intensive recreation

Conservation parkland  parkland of indigenous or native plants with a 

landscape character suited to informal recreation

Sporting reserves  areas developed for formal sports with associated 

facilities

Urban parkland formally designed parkland that may include a  

mix of exotic species

Promenades urban public spaces set aside as a sociable walkway; 

would normally include appropriate shade planting; 

may or may not be paved

Undeveloped  areas with no parkland design objective, usually 

mown grass 

Derelict land former grazing or quarrying areas – some with  

areas of significant vegetation – that have remnants 

of their former uses but are now simple open areas 

with no regular management or maintenance.

 Not all of these open space types reinforce the preferred character of  

the individual river lengths. Table 3 identifies opportunities and threats  

in terms of preferred character.
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 Table 3: Opportunities and threats – parkland type

Character type Length Conserve or create Avoid

Natural river Brimbank Bushland–

grassland, 

conservation 

parkland 

Sporting reserves, 

urban parkland, 

promenades, 

Undeveloped, 

derelict land

Secluded river Steele Creek Bushland–

grassland, 

conservation 

parkland, sporting 

reserves

Undeveloped, 

derelict land

Suburban river Maribyrnong Sporting reserves, 

urban parkland, 

promenades as part 

of activity nodes

Undeveloped, 

derelict land

River flats Racecourse Conservation 

parkland, sporting 

reserves, urban 

parkland

Bushland–

grassland, 

promenades 

(except in defined 

activity nodes), 

undeveloped, 

derelict land

Urban river Footscray & 

Footscray Wharf

Promenades or 

shared pathways

Bushland–

grassland, 

sporting reserves, 

urban parkland, 

undeveloped, 

derelict land

Working river Port None Derelict Land
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 Table 4: Opportunities and threats – views

Character type Conserve or create Avoid

Natural Views and vistas of bushland and 

open grassland

Views to urban areas

Secluded Views and vistas of bushland 

and open grassland and intimate 

riverside views

Views to urban areas

Suburban Views to important landmarks in 

the surrounding urban landscape

River flats Long views Obstructing views  

across valley

Urban Views to river infrastructure  

and cranes

Working Views to port activities

 Broad objectives related to managing open 

space landscapes are to:

 > protect and improve indigenous vegetation  

and biodiversity

 > control and remove weeds along the valley 

corridor

 > protect and enhance the visual integrity  

of the river valley’s landscape character

 > conserve plantings with heritage significance

 > protect and re-establish naturalistic land 

forms where practical.

 Maintaining views into and along the 

Maribyrnong River Valley is also an important 

aspect of reinforcing the preferred character  

of the different river lengths. 

 To maintain a sense of remoteness in the 

upper lengths, views will often need to be 

screened and truncated. In contrast, on  

the lower lengths, the long views across  

the floodplain are a distinctive feature and  

these should be preserved and reinforced. 

Table 4 identifies opportunities and threats  

in terms of preferred character.
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 Table 5: Vegetation outcomes to be achieved

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank 

Steele Creek

The river and its tributaries  

should be revegetated with local 

native plant species matched 

to the plant communities 

characteristic of the site and the 

original landscape character

Land within 30 metres of the 

banks of the waterway should be 

revegetated and maintained as  

a riparian corridor

Protection of environmental  

values and landscape character  

of the waterway corridor

Maribyrnong 

Racecourse

Planting should use local native 

plants where possible 

Plantings of heritage significance 

should be conserved

To improve the amenity of  

open spaces for users in relation 

to weather protection and 

appearance

Footscray 

Footscray 

Wharf

Planting that is proven in highly 

trafficked or paved settings should 

be used 

Plantings of heritage significance 

should be conserved

To improve the amenity of  

open spaces for users in relation 

to weather protection and 

appearance

 Design guideline 4

 Ensure vegetation species mix reinforces  
the preferred character of the river length.

 Landscape works should not:

 > include environmental weed species

 > increase flood levels by impeding flood flows.

 Landscape works along the river corridor 

should:

 > use local native plants

 > maintain non-indigenous vegetation of cultural 

heritage value

 > reflect local native plant communities 

appropriate to the location and site conditions

 > provide shade protection for trail users

 > provide shade and in-stream food sources  

for native fauna

 > provide habitat for local fauna.

 Design guideline 3

 Protect the long term survival and viability  
of remnant native vegetation and enhance the 
natural biodiversity of the waterway corridor.

 Areas of remnant vegetation should be 

protected and conserved. Remnant local  

native vegetation should be protected  

and should not be disturbed.
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 Design guideline 5

 Ensure planting creates views that reinforce  
the preferred character.

 Landscape works should not obscure or hide 

clear visual corridors that coincide with public 

access ways to and from the hinterland to  

the river. 

 Landscape works should visually reinforce 

clear access ways to and from the river.

 Planting should manage views as set out  

in Table 6.

 Table 6:  Views to be achieved

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank Planting should restrict views  

from public open spaces of signs 

of human habitation

Maintenance of naturalistic  

and secluded sense of river

Steele Creek Planting should moderate views 

from public open spaces of signs 

of human habitation

Planting should allow for long 

distance views from lookout points, 

paths and roads along the top  

of the escarpments

Maintenance of naturalistic  

and secluded sense of the river

Preservation of views across valley

Maribyrnong Planting should allow for visual 

links to nearby activity centres

Improved connection between 

activity centres and the river

Racecourse Planting should maintain long 

distance views across floodplain

Maintenance of open scale  

of floodplain

Footscray Planting should reinforce 

vistas of important buildings 

and infrastructure and visually 

reinforce access points to  

and from the river 

High urban amenity and 

attractiveness and safe and legible 

movement network both within,  

to and from the river frontage
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 4.3   OPEN SPACE 
MANAGEMENT – ACCESS

 Land ownership and access rights are not 

always clear along waterways and in some 

cases, private properties may have rights of 

access across areas that have been developed 

as open space. Development should provide  

for access for management vehicles along 

both sides of the waterway where none  

already exists.

 In the lower lengths of the river, open  

spaces will generally be smaller with a higher 

proportion of hard paving and a hybrid of 

natural assets, paths, car parks and some 

vehicle movements. These issues require 

careful design. In addition, land ownership  

and land management responsibilities will 

tend to be more complex in these areas.  

Within the Port of Melbourne, there is no 

actual open space corridor as public access 

along the river front is not feasible. Only 

limited access points to the river are possible.

 There is an opportunity to create a shared path 

along the top of the valley in the upper lengths. 

This would provide spectacular views along 

with an off-road path for local commuting or 

journeys to school. But while access to newly-

developed buildings facing the river valley  

may adjoin shared paths, this access must  

be distinctly separate. Table 7 identifies  

access opportunities and threats in terms of 

the preferred character of each river length.

 Table 7: Opportunities and threats - access

Preferred character Conserve or create Avoid

Natural river 

Secluded river

Secluded areas 

Upper level trail for views 

across valley and local 

connection

Use of open space and 

paths for access to private 

development

Path locations that could 

lead to degradation of 

significant vegetation and 

wildlife habitat

Suburban river 

River flats

Convenient pedestrian 

and bike access at regular 

intervals

Upper level trail for views 

across valley and local 

connection

Use of open space and 

paths for access to private 

development

Urban river Shared access (by the public 

and landowners) to riverside

Development that does not 

provide river access
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 Design guideline 6

 Provide for public access from surrounding areas to the waterway  
and open space corridor.

 Access to and along the riverside open space corridor should:

 > be safe for traversing and free of any perception of threat from concealed  

and hidden spaces

 > be visually clear and evident

 > be wide enough to encourage people to use it without conflict between 

residents and other users

 > be designed to accommodate access for people with disabilities consistent 

with park masterplans

 > cater for different recreational experiences – shared paths but also low key 

pedestrian-only paths

 > provide access for river-based recreation including fishing and boating

 > avoid sensitive habitat and significant native vegetation

 > be of a width and frequency to match the degree of urban intensity in the area

 > provide good visual corridor links between the river and hinterland.

 Development should provide access for management vehicles along both 

sides of the river. Access should be achieved as set out in Table 8. Public 

access to the river edge along the Footscray Wharf length may be restricted  

or limited.

 Table 8: Access to riverside open space

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank Access should not 

undermine the natural 

character of the river valley

Some areas should  

be accessed by  

pedestrian-only paths

Protection of natural values

Provision of access to 

secluded public open space

Steele Creek 

Maribyrnong 

Racecourse

Walking and bike access 

should be provided from  

the hinterland into the 

riverside path at least every 

200 metres

Some areas in the upper 

reaches should be accessed 

by pedestrian-only paths

Convenient walkable access 

from adjoining development 

to the open space corridor

Footscray 

Footscray Wharf

Vehicle, walking and  

bike access ways of at 

least 6 metres width 

should be provided from 

the surrounding hinterland 

to the riverside path at 

least every 200 metres or 

extending the hinterland 

street grid through to the 

river, whichever yields the 

more frequent access points

Convenient walkable  

access from the hinterland 

to the open space corridor  

and river in conjunction  

with good visual legibility  

of those access links

Frequent vehicle access 

points to support the 

viability of buildings that 

have their front access  

on the river side
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 Design guideline 7

 Protect open space from inappropriate use for access to properties.

 Access to development should be managed in accordance with Table 9.

 Table 9: Access to development

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank  

Steele Creek 

Maribyrnong 

Racecourse

Open space areas or shared 

paths should not be used 

for vehicular access to 

development

Some areas should be 

accessed by pedestrian-only 

paths

Access ways and roads 

should not be constructed 

within the drip-line of trees 

to be retained

Minimising size and impact 

of shared path

Safety of people using 

shared path

Provision of access to 

secluded public open space

Protection of health  

of vegetation

Footscray 

Footscray Wharf

Development should allow 

for pedestrian access 

from the river side of the 

buildings

Creation of active fronts  

to development facing  

a riverside promenade

 Design guideline 8

 Ensure sufficient space is provided for a safe shared pathway where required.

 Provision should be made for a shared path (for walking and cycling) where 

the need for a path has been identified.

 Shared paths should be designed in accordance with the Guide to Traffic 

Engineering Practice Part 14: Bicycles (Austroads) and Melbourne Water 

Guidelines for Constructed Paths (2002). These guidelines include:

 > a minimum path width of 2.5 metres

 > a clearance from obstruction 0.5 metres each side of the path 

 > maximum slope of 1 in 20

 > minimum inside radius of curves of 15 metres

 > location at or above the five-year flood event with river crossings generally 

above the 10-year flood event.

 Shared paths should have good visibility to help avoid conflicts and increase 

perceptions of safety for users (refer to Design guideline 5).

 A width greater than 2.5 metres is likely to be required in highly used areas, 

particularly where roller blading, cycling and walking are popular.

 Note: New crossings that are below the 1 in 100 year flood level should be 

registered in the relevant Municipal Emergency Management Plan to ensure 

actions are undertaken to close the crossing during flood events.
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 Design guideline 10

 Create a more natural and visually attractive 
landform.

 Roads or access lanes should minimise the 

creation of batters with steep sides. Slopes 

facing the waterway should not be filled.

 Earthworks should:

 > avoid unnatural landforms where possible

 > blend with adjacent soil surfaces

 > create batters less than 1 in 3

 > ensure fill does not encroach onto public land

 > provide for appropriate sediment management 

during construction

 > contribute to stormwater retention  

and infiltration.

 Earthworks and works such as steps or  

private plantings should not extend onto  

park reserves.

 4.4   LANDFORM

 It is common for extensive cut and fill 
works to be undertaken near waterways. 
Filling is often undertaken to create  
level sites on sloping sites; cut and  
fill is required to create roads or paths. 
Works are often required to ensure  
there is no loss of floodplain storage  
or impact on the passage of flood flows.

 There are a number of specific issues that 

should be addressed to ensure filling  

is carried out in an appropriate manner.  

 Design guideline 9

 Protect natural landforms, geological features 
and heritage landscapes.

 Development should preserve sites of 

geological or geomorphological significance, 

or spectacular topography.
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  Design guideline 11

 Maintain the health and function of  
the waterway.

 Land should not be filled where there is 

potential for unmanageable sediment 

contributions to the stream. In addition, land 

should not be filled where there will be loss  

of floodplain storage or flow capacity.

 Development should take opportunities  

to rehabilitate the waterway where possible, 

avoid flooding and improve on-site  

water retention.

 It is important that slopes and batters can 

be properly maintained. Where development 

creates new slopes, they should not be too 

steep to be maintained. The use of retaining 

walls is discouraged but where needed, they 

should be broken up to allow for landscaping. 

The walls themselves should be constructed 

out of bluestone sets, this being a traditional 

material used along the valley and in keeping 

with the local rock.

 Design guideline 12

 Create landform that can be easily maintained.

 Retaining walls should be avoided except 

where erosion exceeds acceptable levels. 

Development should ensure fill batters are 

less than 1 in 5 for grassed slopes, 1 in 3 

for vegetated slopes, or, if no alternative is 

available, are benched with benches no more 

than 1.2 metres high and at least 2 metres 

wide with a top setback of 3 metres.

 Retaining walls should be constructed out  

of bluestone sets. 
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1 in 5 grassed  

slope for mowing

1 in 3 slope for  

dense planting

Benched slope –  

to be used only when 

absolutely necessary

Figure 2: Slopes and batters
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 4.5   URBAN DEVELOPMENT INTERFACE

 Even in cases where development is 
not visible from the riverside path it  
is important to create a good interface 
between urban development and 
riverside parkland.

 Private uses backing onto riverside open  

space or abutting the river itself weaken  

and threaten all types of open space by:

 > blocking public access to the river banks

 > breaking riverside public pedestrian and  

bike trails

 > creating blind (insecure) edges to open space

 > presenting the lowest quality built aspect to 

riverside open space.

 Private land uses fronting riverside open space 

create strengths and opportunities:

 > enabling and promoting good public movement 

and visual access to the river

 > allowing continuous bike and pedestrian trails 

along the river

 > presenting the best visual aspect of the 

buildings to the river

 > providing deeper building setbacks from the 

river precincts, which increase landscaping 

space and other options.

 Table 10 identifies opportunities and threats  

in terms of preferred character for the 

interface between urban development and 

riverside open space.
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 Table 10: Opportunities and threats - urban development interface

Preferred character Conserve or create Avoid

Natural river 

Secluded river 

Suburban river 

River flats

Low volume local  

traffic roads at edge  

of parkland 

Development backing  

on to parkland

High volume through  

traffic roads adjacent  

to parkland

Urban river Active frontages to river. 

Pedestrian and bicycle 

priority with limited visitor 

and service vehicle access 

to river front

Development backing  

on to river

High volume through  

traffic roads adjacent  

to parkland

 

 Design guideline 13

 Ensure subdivision and lot layout provide a positive interface with the open  
space along the river.

 Allotment layout should be designed so that development fronts onto the  

open space along the river corridor.

 Roads should run parallel to the waterway corridor between the development 

and the waterway to provide continuous frontage to public open space along 

the waterway corridor. These roads should be designed to carry less than  

300 vehicles per day.
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 4.6   SITE LAYOUT AND 
BUILDING VISIBILITY

 Managing the visibility of buildings is 
a critical factor in achieving preferred 
character. Where the aim is for buildings 
not to be visible, it is preferable they  
are screened by topography. 

 This ensures they can’t be seen. 
Screening by vegetation is a second best 
alternative because in practice some 
views of a building are still likely. 

 In the upper, natural lengths of the river it is 

preferable new development be kept back from 

the escarpment, which means screening by 

topography is most applicable. In the suburban 

section of the river, some escarpments are 

well treed and the view of existing buildings 

from the river parklands is filtered by 

vegetation.

 Low density development uses up potential 

public open space in favour of private open 

space and increases the area covered by 

visible buildings. In the Brimbank and Steele 

Creek lengths of the river, medium density 

consolidation should be encouraged where 

the proposal can be demonstrated to yield 

more public open space and improve building 

concealment when viewed from the valley  

open spaces.

 Design guideline 14 

 Ensure building development provides a positive 
interface with the open space along the river.

 Buildings should be oriented to front the 

open space along the waterway corridor. 

Where buildings cannot front the waterway, 

living areas should be oriented towards the 

waterway. Buildings should be designed to 

increase natural surveillance of parklands.

 Site layout should provide for the integration 

of public and private landscape by placing 

semi-public areas, such as shared open space, 

next to the waterway corridor in preference 

to private open space. Connections should be 

provided from semi-public areas to waterway 

open space. Buildings should not be designed 

with blank walls facing open space along  

the waterway. 

 Fences should be designed in conjunction  

with planting to ensure planting is the 

dominant visible component when viewed  

from the waterway corridor and open space.
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 Table 11 identifies opportunities and threats for site layout  

and building visibility along the river lengths.

 Table 11: Opportunities and threats - building visibility

Preferred character Conserve or create Avoid

Natural river Sense of remoteness  

from human habitation

Visible buildings

Secluded river Secluded riverside 

landscape screened  

with vegetated edges  

to the valley 

Unscreened buildings 

New development 

undermining neighbourhood 

character of areas along  

the river

Suburban river Vegetated edges to the 

valley where this is part of 

the existing neighbourhood 

character

Buildings dominating  

the skyline

New development 

undermining neighbourhood 

character of areas along  

the river

River flats Buildings grouped along the 

valley edge

Isolated tall buildings

Urban river Active frontages Development unrelated  

to the river 
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 Screening by landscape planting
 Where planting is used to screen close views,  

it needs to be deep enough to provide 

screening density. A review of the screening 

effects of plantings along waterways suggests 

that a 12 metre band of planting is needed as 

shown in Figure 5. Where past permits have 

been granted for development on the slopes 

within the natural lengths of the river valley, 

screening with planting is the only option. 

There should be street tree planting designed 

to give the visual impression of a natural, treed 

valley slope. 

 Screening by topography
 In natural areas it is desirable to screen 

buildings by topography – this ensures 

buildings will not be visible and there is no 

need to rely on landscape planting. It also 

allows views from the top of the valley into  

and across the valley to be maintained because 

screen planting along the top edge of the 

valley is not needed. The view line constraints 

will vary from site to site so proposals 

should be verified using 3D visual modelling. 

However, where buildings are to be screened 

by topography this will generally require a 

setback from the top of the valley escarpment 

in the order of 20 to 30 metres. 

 This is shown in Figures 3 and 4. Note that this 

setback is also sufficient to allow buildings 

to front the valley and provide for a separate 

shared trail as set out in Design guideline 2.
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Figure 3: Development screened by topography – valley view

Figure 4: Development screened by topography – detail view

Figure 5: Screening of development
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 Design guideline 15

 Ensure views of buildings reinforce the preferred character of the river.

 Building visibility from the river valley corridor should be managed to accord  

with the preferred character of each length. Development should maintain 

existing view corridors to the river parkland from roads and footpaths.

 Buildings should achieve the visibility guidelines set out in Table 12.

 Table 12: Building visibility outcomes to be achieved

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank Views of buildings from 

riverside paths should be 

screened by topographical 

features where development  

is closer than 400 metres.  

This should be tested using  

3D visualisation modelling

The sense of remoteness is not 

undermined by buildings being 

visible from the river parklands

Steele Creek Buildings should be screened 

by topography or planting when 

viewed within 52 metres of 

either bank

Maintain the sense of secluded 

landscape along the riverside 

open space

Maribyrnong Buildings should be screened 

by vegetation where this is 

consistent with  the existing 

neighbourhood character  

of the area

Buildings should be located  

to minimise visibility from  

the river

Buildings should not create 

dominant forms on the skyline 

when viewed from the river  

or parklands

Maintenance of the distinct 

neighbourhood character of 

different valley escarpments

Urban development does 

not intrude into the parkland 

experience

Racecourse Development should not create 

tower forms in the river flat

Development should reinforce 

the valley edges of the 

floodplain

Maintenance of the large scale 

of the river flat

Footscray  

Footscray Wharf

Buildings should create a 

strong urban edge to the river, 

with vegetation used to frame 

built form and provide shade  

in public areas

Reinforce the urban river 

character, with vegetation  

as a softening element
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 Design guideline 16

 Ensure screening protects the sense of 
seclusion where this is a valued aspect of  
the preferred character.

 Planted landscape areas intended to provide 

a complete screen of unwanted views should 

be at least 12 metres wide. These may be 

provided on public land (where landscape 

plantings are an appropriate use of the  

public land). 
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 Table 13: Screening to be achieved

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank Where development within  

the valley has been permitted, 

it should be completely 

screened from view from open 

space areas in the valley within 

52 metres of both banks by 

planting in publicly owned and 

managed spaces. This could be 

tested using 3D visualisation 

modelling.

Buildings and roads do not 

compromise the sense of 

seclusion along the waterway 

corridor

Steele Creek Buildings should be heavily 

screened from view within 

52 metres of both banks, 

except where they have been 

designated as a node of activity 

on the river

Minimise the visual intrusion  

of buildings and roads along 

the secluded open space 

corridor

Maribyrnong  

Racecourse 

(except in identified 

activity nodes)

Buildings that front onto 

parklands should be partially 

screened

Development adjacent to the 

riverside parkland that does not 

front onto the parkland should 

be completely screened from 

view from open space areas in 

the waterway corridor by using 

screen planting or topography

Planted park character is  

not undermined by intrusive 

built form

The backs of development are 

not visible from the riverside 

parkland

Footscray 

Footscray Wharf  

Identified activity 

nodes

Development should not be 

completely screened from the 

riverside open space

An engaging active edge to the 

river is created

 Landscaped private open space may be 

included when calculating a landscape 

setback. However, secluded private open 

space areas intended to give the occupants 

visual privacy should not be included.  

In practice, where these areas of private  

open space front waterways and public  

open space, they are fenced off so the  

fences themselves need to be screened.

 Development should be screened as  

specified in Table 13.
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 Design guideline 17

 Ensure new development provides for 
appropriate landscaping.

 Buildings should not be constructed  

within the drip-line of trees which are  

to be retained.

 Trees that form part of a continuous  

canopy beyond the property subject to 

development should be retained, with  

new trees to be planted where they add  

to the continuous canopy.

 Site layout should allow creation of a 

continuous band of planted landscape  

along contours.

 Design guideline 18

 Minimise the impact of garages, carparks  
and driveways on steep sites.

 Car parks should be integrated with the 

landscape and provide space for significant 

tree planting. Garages and driveways should 

be designed and located as specified in  

Table 14.

 On steep sites facing the river, access 

driveways to car parks and garages can be  

a dominant feature. Locating the garage at  

the front of the lot set into the slope of  

the hill minimises visual impact and makes  

access both easier and safer.

 Table 14: Location of garages

Location Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Sites where the 

access driveway 

would have a gradient 

of greater than 1 in 3

Garages should be located at 

the property frontage and set 

into the ground

Driveways should be designed 

and driveway material chosen 

to minimise visual impact

The visual impact of driveways 

is minimised

Sites where the 

access driveway 

would have a gradient 

of 1 in 3 or less

Garages and carports should 

be located away from the river

The loss of garden space  

and visual impact of driveways 

and garages is minimised
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 4.7   BUILDING DESIGN

 This section deals with building design and also includes guidance 
on building height. While the previous section dealt with site layout 
and building visibility, in many cases the height of a building will  
be determined by the need to manage its visibility.

 The steep slopes of the Maribyrnong River Valley can create dominant  

or imposing building forms that undermine the character of the valley 

parklands. Part of the interest of the suburban length of the river is the 

varying characters of different escarpments. It is important that the  

distinct characteristics of these individual escarpments are not undermined  

by development that is out of keeping with the character of the  

surrounding streets.

 While buildings do not always need to be screened from the river, dominating 

forms should be avoided. Keeping building height to below tree canopy height 

allows for trees to take a prominent visual role where this is part of the 

preferred character of the location. 

 In some areas, the valley slopes will be of a ‘built’ character and landscaping 

will be subservient to built form. In these areas where landscape screening 

is limited, setting a maximum height for individual buildings ensures that 

no building has excessive visual bulk. In areas of the urban river length, 

development should be consistent with an urban pedestrian scale along  

the waterfront open spaces. 

 A setback ratio of 3:5 taken from eye height (1.6 metres) at the top of the  

bank will ensure heights are moderated in relation to the riverside open  

space width (see Figure 6).

 Managing building materials and colours is an important issue. Colours  

and materials should be chosen to respect the preferred character of the river 

length and a particular area of open space.  Where buildings are intended 

to be hidden or partially screened, brightly coloured surfaces and reflective 

materials can make an otherwise unobtrusive building highly intrusive.
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Figure 6: Managing the 'urban’ river – Footscray/Footscray Wharf length
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 Design guideline 19

 Ensure new built form helps achieve  
the preferred character for each length  
of the river.

 Monolithic building forms and sheer 

multiple storey elevations without 

articulation should be avoided. Buildings 

should respect the built form character  

of surrounding development.

 Except in accordance with a masterplan  

for an activity node, development should  

not exceed the heights set out in  

Table 15.

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank Buildings should not exceed  

9 metres in height

Buildings appear below the 

dominant tree canopy of mature 

trees (refer Table 12 on visibility)

Steele Creek Buildings should not exceed 9 

metres in height unless otherwise 

specified in a plan

Buildings appear below the 

dominant tree canopy of mature 

trees (refer Table 12 on visibility)

Maribyrnong Buildings should not exceed 

9 metres in height except in a 

master planned activity node 

Individual buildings should not  

be distinguishable

Individual buildings should not 

intrude into the skyline

Racecourse Buildings should not exceed  

3 storeys at river front edge 

A high level of activity and use 

along the river while maintaining  

a pedestrian scale along the  

river’s edge

Development that relates to the 

scale of the adjoining area

Footscray Buildings should be set back from 

the top of the river bank:

>  At least the distance specified in 

guideline 2 – Footscray length, or

>  0.5 metre for every 0.3 metre 

of building height over 1.6 metres 

above the level of the top of the 

riverbank

Buildings should not exceed height 

specified in adopted height studies 

or structure plans for specific 

precincts

A high level of activity and use 

along the river while maintaining  

a pedestrian scale along the  

river’s edge

Development that relates to the 

scale of the adjoining area

Table 15: Height outcomes to be achieved
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 Design guideline 20

 Ensure the landscaped character of escarpments is maintained where this 
is a part of the preferred character of the valley or neighbourhood.

 Development should achieve the landscape areas set out in Table 16.

 Design guideline 21

 Ensure materials and design details respond to the natural setting of the river.

 Parts of buildings and roofs visible from waterways and open space should 

use colours and materials as specified in Table 17.
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 Table 16: Landscape area outcomes to be achieved

Length Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank 

Steele Creek 

Space should be provided for 

the planting of one large tree 

for every 200 square metres  

of overall site area

Fifty percent of unbuilt space 

should be water permeable and 

able to support vegetation

Escarpments maintain their 

treed landscape character

 Table 17: Colours and materials
Location Guideline Outcome to be achieved

Brimbank 

Steele Creek 

Maribyrnong  

(except in designated 

activity nodes)

Colours should be muted  

blue-greens, greens, greys  

and browns

Buildings should not include 

reflective materials, illuminated 

elements, bright colours or 

signage

Colours that blend in with  

the landscape

Materials that blend in with  

the landscape
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 New boating and fishing infrastructure on 

public land should be designed and sited to:

 > cater for multiple users rather than single 

clubs or schools

 > ensure safe launch and retrieval  

(e.g. in relation to river currents) and 

pedestrian safety

 > not preclude public access along the  

river banks

 > avoid conflicts between boat users, 

pedestrians and cyclists

 > allow for service facilities where needed  

(e.g. pump-out, wash-down).

 Jetties, boat ramps and mooring facilities, 

whether on public or private land, should  

be designed and sited to:

 > avoid the removal of indigenous vegetation

 > protect river banks and aquatic ecosystems

 > respect the natural landscape character  

of the river environs

 > minimise the need for river dredging to 

maintain sufficient water depth

 > enhance the enjoyment of all users of the  

river and river corridor.

 Outfall drain headwalls should face 

downstream, be lined with rounded, weathered 

basalt rock and be constructed and vegetated 

where possible to disguise the pipe outlet.

 4.8   INFRASTRUCTURE DESIGN

 Design guideline 22
 Ensure infrastructure along or near the river  

is sympathetic to the river valley landscape.

 Electric power lines and telephone lines  

visible from the waterway open space  

should be placed underground except in the 

Port of Melbourne and other industrial areas  

in the south.

 Lights should be baffled to avoid light spill  

to waterway open space areas.

 Bridges should provide for the convenient,  

safe and attractive continuation of the  

riverside path. 

 Bridges and other public infrastructure  

should be designed to harmonise with the 

preferred character of the river length and 

specific locality.

 Boating infrastructure consistent with 

Parks Victoria’s Water and Land Access Plan 

and preferably at activity nodes, should be 

provided. Boating infrastructure includes:

 > mooring and landing facilities for river 

transport along the river banks

 > launch and retrieval facilities for small craft 

(rowing boats, canoes and kayaks, and speed 

boats where appropriate).




