1.1 Objective
The objective for this sub-theme is:

To secure and promote the ongoing
productive capacity of the Whittlesea Green
Wedge for sustainable agriculture and
resource utilisation into the future.

A diverse range of traditional rural activities
and new and innovative rural enterprises
are encouraged to support local economic
development and employment.

1.2 Features and Values
Rural productivity within the municipality
provides valuable environmental, social and
economic benefits for residents and visitors
alike.
The City of Whittlesea has a proud
association with its agricultural heritage.
In 2000, the Rural Review identified the
grazing of sheep and cattle to be the major
livestock activity undertaken. Some dairy
farming was occurring, however it was a
relatively small proportion of the region’s
dairy herd. Little cropping or land used for
more intensive agriculture was undertaken,
other than very small areas in Kinglake
West (City of Whittlesea 2000a).
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ABS Census data reveals that the number
of persons employed in agriculture, forestry
and fishing industries within the municipality
has reduced from 481 in 1996, to 477 in
2001, and is currently 387 persons (at
2006). This indicates that rural activity
is very much a part time pursuit for the
majority of Green Wedge residents.
There are approximately 1350 rural
properties within the Whittlesea Green
Wedge, excluding the Whittlesea Township.
See the opposite table for agricultural
commodities for the year ended 30 June
2006. This data fails to identify the
significant landholdings associated with
olive groves, presumably as they have not
reached critical commercial capacity yet.

LAND

City of Whittlesea Agricultural
Commodities ABS 2006
Total area (hectare)
Land use - grazing land

10,797

Pasture for hay

565

Land use - land under crop

379

Cereal crops - all purposes

90

Vegetables for humans, inc seeds

59

Nurseries

12

Orchard trees, including nuts

6

Berry fruit

5

Area of holding (hectare)

12,303

1. Rural Productivity and
Agribusiness
2. Rural Land
Stewardship
3. Landscape Qualities
and Rural Design
4. Boundaries and
Buffers			
5. Extractive Industry

Total number (n)
Chickens

15,967

Meat cattle

8,495

Sheep and lambs

7,561

Milk cattle (excluding house cows)

398

Horses

453

Deer

170

Ducks

127

Beekeeping hives

34

Goats

11

Pigs
Value of agricultural production ($M)
2005-2006
Value of crops

2

Value of livestock

3.6

Value of livestock products

0.9

Total value of agriculture

67.8

63.3

Map 5 over the page provides an indication
of land uses within the Whittlesea Green
Wedge based on roadside assessments
conducted by Council officers in late 2008.
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Rural productivity and agribusiness
objective

In 2009, the grazing of cattle and sheep
remains the major livestock activity,
although organic enterprises associated
with this activity are emerging. The fibre
industry is represented through alpacas and
sheep. Horse breeding studs and the use of
pastures for hay production are increasing
in number. Emerging enterprises include
olive groves used for oil and fruit, organic
berries and cheese production. The latter
two businesses sell their local products
from farm gate businesses.
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The Rural Review (City of Whittlesea
2000a) covers the topics of geology and
soil, land systems and farming systems
based on the study conducted by Phillips
Agribusiness titled Land Capability in the
City of Whittlesea (1997).

MAP 5 DISTRIBUTION OF LAND USE THROUGHOUT THE GREEN WEDGE

It is not the intention of this Management
Plan to reproduce this information in full.
However, it is useful to include a summary
depicting the nexus between local land
systems, capability and agricultural uses
(see Map 6 and Table 2 over the page).
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1.2.1 Food Miles
Another aspect to consider in the role
of rural enterprise in promoting healthy,
sustainable and prosperous metropolitan
areas is the concept of food miles.
The production of local products that
are sold locally is a process that should
be encouraged. The opportunity for
establishing a Farmers Market for the City
of Whittlesea is currently under discussion.
In addition, the Melbourne Wholesale Fruit
and Vegetable Market is due to relocate
to Epping in 2012. These two events will
increase the opportunity for local farm
products to contribute to the supply of local
food.
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URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY
LIVESTOCK
ALPACA
BEEHIVES
CATTLE
DONKEY
EMUS
GEESE

The Victorian Government supports
Victorian produce in season through the
campaign ‘Put Victoria on Your Table’. A
series of events and activities, and a new
website support this campaign http://www.
putvictoriaonyourtable.com.au/
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SOURCE: City Of Whittlesea Sustainability Planning, 2008
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