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What is the Public Works Order? 

In December 2020, the Minister for Planning declared the works proposed for the Suburban Rail Loop Stage One as 
‘public works’ for the purposes of section 3(1) of the Environment Effects Act,1978.  

The works are declared as ‘public works’ because the works “could reasonably be considered to have or be capable 
of having a significant effect on the environment”. 

The declaration, via an Order published in the Government Gazette, requires the Suburban Rail Loop Authority to 
prepare an Environment Effects Statement (EES).  

The Order broadly describes the public works and the procedures and requirements that apply to the EES.   

‘Initial works’ were excluded from the public works and these excluded works were listed in Schedule 1 of the Order. 

Why are initial works excluded? 

The initial works include utilities relocations, new underground power lines, road modifications and ground 
improvement work.   

Initial works are excluded from the public works on the basis that they will not have a significant effect on the 
environment and can proceed prior to the EES process concluding.  Initial works remain subject to any normal 
approvals that works of this kind may require.   

The cumulative effects of the initial works and the public works will be assessed in the EES.  

Further information on the measures to minimise and manage the impacts of initial works is presented in the “Impact 
Assessment and Approvals Report – Initial Works” dated 11 November 2020 available on the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) website.  

What is being amended? 

The amendment updates the description of the excluded works in Schedule 1 of the Order.   

The amendment also replaces the Project Overview Map with a revised map that illustrates the proposed location for 
the intervention and ventilation facility in Glen Waverley and a refined tunnel alignment near the Monash station.   

Why is the Order being amended? 

Since the Order was declared in December 2020, the Suburban Rail Loop Authority has progressed further design 
development of the initial works and the scope of some of these works has been refined.  

Ancillary activities needed to implement the initial works have been clarified. These include vegetation removal and 
temporary construction facilities.  

The Public Works Order amendment and the Minister’s reasons for the amendment are published on the DELWP 
website.   
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What happens next?  

The Suburban Rail Loop Authority is preparing an EES for the Suburban Rail Loop Stage One.   

The EES will include a description of the proposed project, assessment of its potential effects on the environment 
and approaches to mitigation.    

When the EES has been completed, the Minister for Planning will authorise the EES for exhibition and public 
comment, typically for a period of 30 business days. 

An inquiry will be appointed to consider the EES and submissions, undertake a formal hearing and report to the 
Minister, who will then make an assessment of the project’s environmental effects. 

The Minister’s assessment will be considered by statutory decision-makers responsible for the project’s approvals.  

When does SRLA expect to publicly exhibit its environment effects statement? 

The EES is expected to be on public exhibition in late 2021.  During this period, the public can make submissions on 
the EES. 

What is the Suburban Rail Loop Stage One? 

The Suburban Rail Loop is a new 90-kilometre rail line that will connect Melbourne’s metropolitan train lines from the 
Frankston Line in the east to the Werribee Line in the west. 

The first stage of the Suburban Rail Loop is the south-east segment, from Cheltenham to Box Hill, comprising twin 
rail tunnels, six new stations and a stabling facility (Figure 1). 

The Suburban Rail Loop Authority is managing the project on behalf of the Victorian Government. 

 
Figure 1: Suburban Rail Loop Stage One Overview Map 


