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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Urbis was engaged by Rose & Maurice Hogg Gallery (Rosemaur Gallery) 
to prepare a Landscape Vision document to support the proposed 
development of Rosemaur, in Harkway, within the City of Casey. 
This document outlines the following:

 ▪ Key landscape vision principles;
 ▪ Proposed landscape features and characteristics; and 
 ▪ Planting palettes considerate of site context.
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2.0 KEY DESIGN FEATURES

2.1 OVERALL LANDSCAPE 
VISION

The overall landscape vision for Rosemaur is to create an integrated landscape with 
meadow like features. 

Some of the key areas explored include the following:
 ▪ Interpretation and wayfinding;
 ▪ Ecology and planting with a focus on screening, planting themes, suggested species, 

and ecological systems;
 ▪ Active and passive recreation; and
 ▪ Sustainability.

These are validated by exploring the relationship of the built form and landscape to the 
broader situational context. The architecture of the site is embedded in the landscape. 
The landscape design responds in kind with weaving, organic paths, plantings and 
hardscapes inspired by naturally occuring textures and shapes, such as the stripped 
bark of a gum, lichen on basalt boulders or spreading ground cover plants.

The landscape vision plan on the opposite page demonstrates these ideas in the 
context of the site.

A photograph showcasing the site surrounds. An inspiration for a sustainable landscape design.
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Figure 1 Overall Landscape Vision

LEGEND:

1
ENTRY/ WAYFINDING
The entry and exit points will be strategically signed and 
landscaped  to allow for optimum traffic flow from King Rd and 
to convey a sense of arrival. Wayfinding elements inspired by the 
agricultural vernacular.

2 EUCALYPT FOREST
A native tree canopy planting arrangement aims to blend the 
existing landscape into the proposed landscape. Potential for 
selected sculptures to be  installed at key locations.

3 GRASSED AREAS
Turf planting to provide contrast to flower bed areas. Warm 
season turf selected for  hard wearing qualities and low water 
requirements.

4
LOW LYING NATIVE GARDEN BEDS
Native vegetation beds to be planted with species from the 
Ecological Vegetation Community lists and bushfire safety 
guidelines, with a variety of wildflowers and native grasses.   
Native planting adds to the biodiversity and sustainability 
value of the development as it requires no irrigation after 
establishment. 

5 WETLAND/DAM 
The existing dam to be enlarged and islands created to 
encourage local birdlife. Dam to be planted with natural edge 
and features to encourage sanctuary conditions for wildlife. 

6
6

BUILDINGS
Built form will be emphasised by low lying planting selection. 
However, grass berms assist on the building's west to soften 
the visual impact from local roads and provide good thermal 
mass for the building. 

7
PATHWAYS 
Garden and building pathways from the carpark to key 
locations will include low level foot lighting and crushed rock. 
Additional paths for meandering through the gardens will be 
informal mown grass.

8
8 EXISTING TREES 

Existing trees to be protected and retained.

9
EXISTING TREES TO BE REMOVED
Stand of existing trees that will be removed will be recycled on 
site where possible for mulch or habitat creation in wetland/
dam. NOTE: 9* Trees may be removed. Refer to Arborist 
Report, Artio, November 2016 for details. 

10 PROPOSED SCREENING TREES
Proposed row of native trees 

11 PROPOSED CAR PARK TREES 
Proposed plantingalong carpark area including water sensitive 
urban design opportunities. 

12 TIMBER OBSERVATION DECK

 

13
VEGETABLE GARDEN PLOTS

14 INFORMAL SPILL OVER CARPARK / PROPOSED INFORMAL 
SPORTS AND RECREATION AREA WHEN CARPARK NOT IN 
USE.
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2.2 SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainable design features within the project could be inclusive of the following:

 ▪ Native edible gardens;
 ▪ Wildlife sanctuaries;
 ▪ WSUD (water sensitive urban design) and water quality features such as swale 

drains, rain gardens and storage tanks;
 ▪ Solar orientation for passive heating/ cooling;
 ▪ Location of planting considering BAL (Bushfire Attack Level); and
 ▪ Use of materials including recycled (hard and soft) appropriate to the area and 

context.

Figure 2 Sustainability opportunities within the site.
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Native group of trees.

WSUD principles used in capturing and filtering water from car park areas.

Grace Farm: utilises solar passive planting design and fire approved low planting near built areas.

Native vegetation spread throughout site

Natural edge water retaining basin which can absorb car park storm water.Opportunities to create wildlife sanctuaries. Plant species according to site EVC lists. 
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2.3 INTERPRETATION & 
WAYFINDING

A key feature of the landscape design is to understand how the site will be used and 
strategically develop opportunities for wayfinding to minimise the use of unnecessary 
signage. In addition, interpretation will be explored. Some design elements may include:

 ▪ Local materials (basalt);
 ▪ Sculptural signage features;
 ▪ Balance between built form and landscape;
 ▪ Connection and linking capabilities;
 ▪ Meadow style approach; and
 ▪ Story telling.

Figure 3 Interpretation opportunities within the site.
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Landscape features and visual connections used to 
guide visitors.

Timber, corten steel and polycarbonate interpretative signage.

Grace Farm: thoughtful use of sculptural elements in grass areas.

Natural planting arrangement counterbalances built form.

Use of local stone as a contemporary yet natural themed signage option.Rustic traffic control signage at entry and exit points.Rural style timber fencing at main entry. Feature entrance gateway.
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2.4 ECOLOGY & PLANTING
2.4.1 APPLICATION
The planting palette will consist of a mix of native and exotic species with a variety 
of colour and texture. Native plants will be selected from the Ecological Vegetation 
Community schedule, Landscaping for Bushfire Prone Areas, and the Casey 
Council Indigenous Plant guide. 

Planting patterns will be arranged in natural groupings of species, in a wild-looking 
mix to add heightened ecological and aesthetic value. Planting areas close to 
buildings will be of low fuel load to limit fire risk, while maintaining colour, texture 
and interest. Plantings will be applied through seed.

Ecological principles of Water Sensitive Urban Design create unique opportunities 
for wildlife habitat and water retention on site.  

Figure 4 Ecology and planting opportunities within the site.
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Native planting to screen views from 
neighbouring properties.

Native tree planting.

Grace Farm: use of natural pathways and low mixed planting beds.

Use of native grasses and wildflower meadows for  greater biodiversity value and seasonal colour.

Lawn areas.Wild themed, fire retardant, low planting.Gabion retaining walls with creepers 
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*  denotes species listed in EVC list

**  denotes species listed as preferred in 'Landscaping for bushfire prone areas' 

***  denotes species listed ain Casey Council Indigenous Plant Guide

2.4.2 PLANTING PALETTE
The planting palette is to consider the following guidelines and list:

 ▪ Native/ Indigenous species taken from the local EVC 
 – Bioregion = Highlands Southern Fall, EVC = 23 Herb Rich Foothill Forest

 ▪ Casey Council preferred planting list specific to the Harkaway area; and
 ▪ Plantings considered viable in Bushfire Prone Areas.

The images on the opposite page are some examples of species to be selected from 
within the planting palette.

Some non-invasive/fire retarding plants may be considered.

Site photograph of the foothills that determine the local Ecological Vegetation Community.
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Corymbia maculata ** Eucalyptus radiata* Acacia melanoxylon *   ** Pyrus calleryana Betula utilisvar jacquemontii Lagerstroemia indica **

Viola hederacea sensu Willis *   ***Olearia megalophylla * Gonocarpus tetragynus * Brunonia australis *   *** Lomandra longifolia *   *** Gahnia sieberiana *   ***

Dianella tasmanica *    *** Stylidium graminifolium s.l. * Scleranthus biflorus Pteridium esculentum * Brachyscome multifida *** Geranium solanderi ***
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2.5 RECREATION
Recreational opportunities within the site that could be undertaken include:

 ▪ Sculptural gardens and walks; and
 ▪ Birdwatching at the dam

Figure 5 Recreational opportunities within the site.
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Multipurpose sculpture/play features.

Walking trails through site.

Open Space

Brid watching around dam.Eucalypt forest.
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3.0 CONCLUSION
The primary objective of this report is to establish a landscape vision for 
Rosemaur,  which is functional, sustainable and inspiring.  

The vision will be a framework for future landscape design, documentation and 
construction.

The landscape design proposed will commit to protection of significant indigenous 
vegetation in order to maintain habitat value of the environment.  

The landscape vision offers a practical and achievable response which, when detailed 
and delivered, will be an asset for visitors to the site and eventually, the community of 
Harkaway.
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