Sensitive Receptor 13

LocATION: Fulham Correctional Centre Car Park

CO-ORDINATES: | 38.109998 S, 146.970454 E DATE: 30.12.2020

ORIENTATION: | South TIME:| 12:01pm

CAMERA BRAND: | Apple IPhone 11 (dual 12 mexapixel) | CAMERA ANGLE: | Horizontal

) '~ IMAGE HEIGHT
IMAGE TYPE:
Digital ABOVE GROUND. 1,500mm

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE FROM
NEAREST SOLAR PANEL: 340 metres

EXiSti ie - - Fulham Correctional Centre

__________________________________________ SUBJECT SITE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ . _ . _ . _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ carparkaccessroad
N I

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Sensitivity of View Rationale
HIGH MODERATE - This sensitivity of view is low and provides a generally negative aesthetic. The cleared flat topography shows visual
evidence of erosion and compacted soils. There is a level of weed cover to the ground plain and screen planting is

composed of exotic species. Infrastructure including wire fencing, an exercise course and associated correctional
centre facilities visually dominate this landscape. The occasional scattered tree does little to elevate the aesthetic.

Photomontage without Intended Landscape Fulham Correctional Centre
SUBJECT SITE car park access road

Photomontage Fulham Correctional Centre
__________________________________________ SUBJECT SITE . car park access road
B - y

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Magnitude of Change and Visual Impact Rationales
HIGH MODERATE LOW The proposed landscape buffer and boundary fencing are visible behind the exercise course and associated

- [ a——— [ —— correctional centre facilities in this receptor. The solar panels are not visible from this location nor is the associated
E') HIGH impact visual impact  visual impact infrastructure of the facility. The low, generally negative aesthetic of the view is barely impacted by the proposal
W L [ESTVRSE [ —— T E—— resulting in a low magnitude of change. When the low sensitivity of view is applied to this magnitude of change, the
0 O MODERATE visual impact impact visual impact resulting visual impact is low.
= % Moderate/low Moderate/low
% O LOW visual impact visual impact
< "
= VERY LOW Loi\:vn;:gtal vis\l/JealiyirIr?r\JA;ct vis\l/J:yirlr?r\JA;ct Note: The photomontages produced and illustrated above are intended to give an artist's impression of the design, based on information available to the artist at the time the image is

created. This can be subject to change and the photomontages are not intended to be an accurate description of completed proposal.
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LocATION: McLarens Road immediately south of grassed drain on site

CO-ORDINATES: | 38.121102 S, 146.971171 E DATE: 30.12.2020

ORIENTATION:| North TIME:| 10:34am

CAMERA BRAND: | Apple IPhone 11 (dual 12 mexapixel) | CAMERA ANGLE: | Horizontal

) '~ IMAGE HEIGHT
IMAGE TYPE:
Digital ABOVE GROUND. 1,500mm

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE FROM
NEAREST SOLAR PANEL: 106 metres

Existing View McLarens
MoLarens Road SuBgCTSTE . R

fs Sk 64 COM

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Sensitivity of View Rationale
HIGH MODERATE The absence of road side and paddock vegetation along with a highly modified agricultural landscape classify this
sensitivity of view as low. There is a high level of weed cover in the road verge and the drainage line traversing the
site does not appear to provide much ecological benefit. Whilst there is limited infrastructure, there is nothing in this
landscape to hold the viewer's interest.
Photomontage without Intended Landscape McLarens

MoLarens Road SuBgCTSTE . R
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Photomontage McLarens
Mol arens Road_ SUBECTSITE o e

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Magnitude of Change and Visual Impact Rationales
HIGH MODERATE LOW The proposed buffer planting effectively screens the solar panels, infrastructure and perimeter access road from view

ET— [ — at this receptor. The proposed boundary fencing follows the title boundary and is a prominent feature in the
E-) HIGH impact visual impact foreground. It is therefore deemed this proposal would cause a significant deteroiration in the existing view at this
w - Highimoderate Moderate visual Moderate/iow receptor and a high magnitude of change. When the low sensitivity of view is applied to this magnitude of change, the
oS visual impact impact visual impact resulting visual impact is moderate/low.
= % Moderate/low Moderate/low Low visual
% O LOW visual impact visual impact impact
< "
= VERY LOW Low visual very low very low Note: The photomontages produced and illustrated above are intended to give an artist's impression of the design, based on information available to the artist at the time the image is

ImoEe! S (et S (et created. This can be subject to change and the photomontages are not intended to be an accurate description of completed proposal.
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Sensitive Receptor 15

LocATION: Hopkins Road (south east of existing site access)
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CO-ORDINATES: | 38.117187 S, 146.973954 E DATE: 30.12.2020

ORIENTATION: | West TIME:| 10:25am

CAMERA BRAND: | Apple IPhone 11 (dual 12 mexapixel) | CAMERA ANGLE: | Horizontal

) '~ IMAGE HEIGHT
IMAGE TYPE:
Digital ABOVE GROUND. 1,500mm

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE FROM
NEAREST SOLAR PANEL: 50 metres

Existing View |
Hopkins Road SUBJECT SITE Hopkins Road

s 5 e

5 P 4

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Sensitivity of View Rationale

Flat, monotonous topography is broken by planted trees in poor health with a high level of weed cover beneath.
Distant views are limited and the weed cover continues to the road verge and the cleared paddocks. This sensitivity of
view as classified as low.

HIGH MODERATE

Ehkot%m(?ntage without Intended Landscape
opkins Road

S RO ' SUBJECT SITE Hopkins Road

Photomontage |
HopkinsRead - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ SuBECTSTE_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ HoplnsRoac

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Magnitude of Change and Visual Impact Rationales
HIGH MODERATE LOW The proposed works would see the existing degraded vegetation removed and buffer planting established. The

—— e y—— proposed buffer planting and boundary fence will be visible from this receptor. The solar panels are not visible from
S HIGH impact visual impact this location nor is the associated infrastructure of the facility. The limited distant views are screened by the proposed
Wl .o Highmoderate Moderate visual Moderateflow planting. It is therefore deemed the proposal would cause significant deterioration in the existing view. This classifies
g (ZD visual impact impact visual impact the magnitude of change as high. When the low sensitivity of view is applied to this magnitude of change, the resulting
= % Moderate/low  Moderate/low Low visual visual impact is moderate/low.
= O LOW visual impact visual impact impact
2
= VERY LOW Low visual very low very low Note: The photomontages produced and illustrated above are intended to give an artist's impression of the design, based on information available to the artist at the time the image is

ITIBETE IR IRt IR IRt created. This can be subject to change and the photomontages are not intended to be an accurate description of completed proposal.
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Photomontage without Intended Landscape

MAGNITUDE OF

CHANGE

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW

HIGH

HIGH

MODERATE

LOW

VERY LOW

LOW

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW

HIGH

High visual
impact

MODERATE

High/moderate
visual impact

High/moderate Moderate visual

visual impact

Moderate/low
visual impact

Low visual
impact

impact

Moderate/low
visual impact

LOW

Moderate/low
visual impact

Moderate/low
visual impact

Low visual
impact

Very low
visual impact

nsitity View Rationale

LOCATION: Templetons Road

CO-ORDINATES: | 38.112684 S, 146.936845 E DATE: 30.12.2020

ORIENTATION: | East TIME:| 11:49am

CAMERA BRAND: | Apple IPhone 11 (dual 12 mexapixel) | CAMERA ANGLE: | Horizontal

) .- IMAGE HEIGHT
IMAGE TYPE:
Digital ABOVE GROUND. 1,500mm

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE FROM
NEAREST SOLAR PANEL: 1,676 metres

SUBJECT SITE Templetons
- Road

Gentle undulation, long views to the east and planted vegetation on the horizon line elevate this sensitivity of view to
moderate. Whilst there is evidence of weed cover and degraded plantings in the foreground the overall aesthetic is
mostly positive. The post and rail and post and wire fencing, along with the crushed rock road, are inoffensive and
contribute to this landscape.

SUBJECT SITE Templetons
T Road

SUBJECT SITE Templetons
- Road

= §: S L , X BUEA ) < 1 J i ! 5

Magnitde of hange and Visual Impac Rationales

The proposed landscape buffer on the western boundary of the subject site can barely be seen through existing
vegetation. The solar panels are scarcely visible from this location and the associated infrastructure of the facility is
not visible at all. It is therefore deemed the proposal would cause little to no discernable deterioration in the existing
view. This classifies the magnitude of change as very low. When the moderate sensitivity of view is applied to this
magnitude of change, the resulting visual impact is very low.

Note: The photomontages produced and illustrated above are intended to give an artist's impression of the design, based on information available to the artist at the time the image is
created. This can be subject to change and the photomontages are not intended to be an accurate description of completed proposal.
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LocATION: McLarens Road
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CO-ORDINATES: | 38.120302 S, 146.963486 E DATE: 30.12.2020

ORIENTATION: | North TIME: | 10:39am

CAMERA BRAND: | Apple IPhone 11 (dual 12 mexapixel) | CAMERA ANGLE: | Horizontal

) '~ IMAGE HEIGHT
IMAGE TYPE:
Digital ABOVE GROUND. 1,500mm

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE FROM
NEAREST SOLAR PANEL: 40 metres

Existin ie

McLarens ‘Road

| SUBJECT SITE McLarens Road
P VB

s b PR G R S R i

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Sensitivity of View Rationale
A cleared agricultural landscape with flat monotonous topography classifies this sensitivity of view as low. A moderate

level of weed cover to the road verge and an absence of vegetation contribute to a generally negative aesthetic.
Distant views across the cleared land to the correctional facility are evident.

HIGH MODERATE

Photomontage without Intended Landscape

McLarens ‘Road

| SUBJECT SITE McLarens Road
P e VB

Photomontage

McLarens Road_ |

| McLare?s Road

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Magnitude of Change and Visual Impact Rationales

HIGH MODERATE LOW The proposed buffer planting and boundary fence will be visible from this receptor. The solar panels are not visible

o . from this location nor is the associated infrastructure of the facility. The limited distant views of the correctional facility
" High visual High/moderate = Moderate/low . . . . . .
o HIGH impact visual impact  visual impact are screened by the proposed planting. It is deemed the proposal would cause a noticeable deterioration in the
ww o Hghimoderate Moderate visua existiqg view. This classifies the_ magnitud_e of chgnge as moderate. \When the low sensitivity of view is applied to this
g (ZD visual impact impact magnitude of change, the resulting visual impact is moderate/low.
= % Moderate/low Moderate/low Low visual
% O LOW visual impact visual impact impact
< .
= VERY LOW Loi\:vn;::tal vis\l/Jeaﬁrlr?p\)A;ct vis\l/Jea:yirlr?p\)A;ct Note: The photomontages produced and illustrated above are intended to give an artist's impression of the design, based on information available to the artist at the time the image is

created. This can be subject to change and the photomontages are not intended to be an accurate description of completed proposal.
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LocATION: Hopkins Road

CO-ORDINATES: | 38.114748 S, 146.974450 E DATE: 30.12.2020

ORIENTATION:| \West TIME:| 10:23am

CAMERA BRAND: | Apple IPhone 11 (dual 12 mexapixel) | CAMERA ANGLE: | Horizontal

) '~ IMAGE HEIGHT
IMAGE TYPE:
Digital ABOVE GROUND. 1,500mm

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE FROM
NEAREST SOLAR PANEL: 45 metres

Hopkirlls Road SUBJECT SITE Hopkirrs Road
B e e e R T i T TR —

SENSITIVITY OF VIEW Sensitivity of View Rationale

Degraded planted vegetation on the subject site and the weed cover beneath dominates the left hand side of this
landscape with views of the correctional facility to the far right. The land is cleared, flat and holds little interest for the
viewer. Weed cover is evident along the road verge. There are distant views towards the La Trobe River; however the
view presents an overall negative aesthetic and the sensitivity of view is classified as low.

Photomontage without Intended Landscape

Hopkirlls Road SUBJECT SITE Hopkirrs Road
e T T —

HIGH MODERATE

Photomontage

Hopkirlms Road SUBJECT SITE Hopkirrs Road
B e e e T e e —

SENSTT T GF Mz ‘ of Chane and Visual Impa Ra

ek

tionales
HIGH MODERATE LOW The proposed works would see the existing degraded vegetation removed and buffer planting established. The
proposed buffer planting and boundary fence will be visible from this receptor. The solar panels are not visible from

High visual High/moderate

E-) HIGH impact visual impact this location nor is the associated infrastructure of the facility. The views to the correctional facility are screened by the
W W eare Hishimoderate  Moderate visual ~ Moderateliow proposed pIan’Fing_..Distant vigws gloqg Hopkips_Roa_d to thg La Trobe River are retained. It is deemed the proposal
g > visual impact impact visual impact would cause significant deterioration in the existing view. This classifies the magnitude of change as high. When the
= § Moderate/low  Moderate/low  Low visual low sensitivity of view is applied to this magnitude of change, the resulting visual impact is moderate/low.

% O LOW visual impact visual impact impact

< .

= VERY LOW Low visual very low very low Note: The photomontages produced and illustrated above are intended to give an artist's impression of the design, based on information available to the artist at the time the image is

ITIBETE IR IRt IR IRt created. This can be subject to change and the photomontages are not intended to be an accurate description of completed proposal.
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5.0 Results

Of the 18 receptors analysed in this assessment, 15 were classified as low sensitivity of view. This was
largely due to the receptors distance from the site or the cleared agricultural landscape devoid of
vegetation common for the area. The remaining three receptors were classified as moderate
sensitivity of view. These receptors were characterised by pleasing distant views, planted natural
vegetation and inoffensive rural infrastructure.

The proposal includes the buffer planting specified on the Landscape Plan to mitigate the potential
impact of the solar panels. This assessment has therefore considered the buffer planting within the
magnitude of change observations. The landscape proposal includes a 5-metre-wide planting buffer
to the perimeter of the operations composed of species from the Plains Grassy Woodland Ecological
Vegetation Class and the Swamp Scrub Ecological Vegetation Class (Gippsland Plain Bioregion). These
are the plants that likely would have occurred across most of the site prior to European settlement
and land clearing. The species selected from the EVC’s have been chosen to provide screening to the
proposed facility while not impacting on the operation of the solar panels or casting long shadows
onto neighbouring land.

Photomontages were prepared to illustrate the proposal and enable magnitude of change to be
determined at each receptor. By applying the sensitivity of view to the magnitude of change, a visual
impact was determined. Of the 18 receptors, four were found to have a very low visual impact, five
were found to have a low visual impact, six were found to have a low/moderate visual impact, and
three were found to have a moderate/high visual impact.

Fulham Solar Farm November 2021
Visual Impact Assessment Page 38 of 42
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6.0 Mitigation

Observations made during the site visit identified that the subject site is well suited to this proposal
due to the land’s topography, lack of naturally occurring trees, sufficient drainage and optimal
orientation and size to accommodate a productive facility. The land is well connected to a main road
and key transport routes and is adjacent to other non-rural infrastructure.

The predominate landscape character of the area is generally flat, largely cleared paddocks with
occasional exotic windrow vegetation. Road reserves are generally cleared and views to agricultural
land are unobstructed. The agricultural landscape contains infrastructure elements including the
powerlines. The character of the area contrasts with the neighbouring correctional facility and there
is no transition at the interface.

A higher visual impact occurred at the northern boundary of the site on Hopkins Road. The proposed
45,000It water tank and security fencing were found to be visually prominent at this location. The
proposed buffer planting adjacent to the security fence allows it to recede. By locating the water tank
back from the boundary and within the buffer planting, it is better screened from view and further
allows the fence to recede at this location.

A moderate/low visual impact resulted at the intersection of Hopkins Road and McLaren’s Road. Initial
designs indicated security fencing along the boundary at this intersection, resulting in high visual
dominance of the fence. The proposal has relocated the security fence to run adjacent to the buffer
planting, in alignment with the interior road and adjacent to the manmade channel traversing the site.
This retains the open views across the corner of the site and allows the security fencing to recede
alongside the buffer planting. Another mitigation opportunity for this corner would be the planting
of scattered native trees. These trees would not impact on the efficiency of the solar panels and would
provide interest and ecological benefit.

Fulham Solar Farm November 2021
Visual Impact Assessment Page 39 of 42
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7.0 Summary of Assessment and Recommendations

This Visual Impact Assessment was undertaken to provide an objective appraisal of the likely extent
and magnitude of impacts on the landscape and visual environment from the proposed Fulham Solar
Farm, approximately 210 kilometres from Melbourne.

Following the desktop assessment and identification of potential receptors, the site visit was
conducted and the key viewsheds confirmed. The 18 selected receptors all occur within a two-
kilometre radius from the site. The proposal was found to have very low - high/moderate visual impact
on the identified viewsheds.

The proposed design for the solar farm includes perimeter buffer planting which seeks to mitigate
detrimental views from the selected receptors. The buffer planting will be composed of locally
indigenous plant species to provide ground level, mid and upper storey vegetative cover. Additional
mitigation measures have been proposed at the northeast and southeast corners of the site to reduce
the visual impact of the proposal.

Based on the appraisal and findings of this Visual Impact Assessment it is considered that the proposed
Fulham Solar Farm would have a low effect on the existing landscape characters and values as well as
the local context.

Fulham Solar Farm November 2021
Visual Impact Assessment Page 40 of 42
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Appendix A — Landscape Plan
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