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Several books have been written 
about Melbourne, some kindly, 
Others not so kindly, each reflect­
ing the opinions of the author. 
This volume is yet another book 
on Melbourne, but with a differ­
ence. It is the first one ever 
compiled about this great city 
which explains just what is 
Melbourne. 

Despite its rather fcwmal and tech­
nical title, the reader will find it a 
fascinating story because it deals 
with people and their everyday 
lives, at home, at \york and at 
play, and with all those things in 
a city which are familiar to its 
citizens, yet about which they 
generally know very little. 

The information contained in these 
chapters was obtained as an essen­
tial background for drawing up 
the Planning Scheme. Before one 
can plan for the future of a great 
city, intelligently and in the best 
interests of its people, it is impera­
tive to find out as many facts as 
possible about the city and its 
people, their needs and desires 
both now and for the future. 

Much of the information has 
never previously been known. It 
will therefore be of immense 
interest to citizens of today and 
for generations to come it will 
provide a valuable record of 
Melbourne as it was in the middle 
of the 20th century. 
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• From 1st August, 1950, to 1st April, 1952, 
Mr. McGowan combined those duties 
together with those of his permanent 
position as Chief Surveyor. 

The above chart shows all staff whose service exceeded six months. The average staff over the period was 33. 




