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Biography 

Wimbush 
(Chair) 

Nick 
 

Nick Wimbush is a Senior Panel Member at Planning Panels Victoria. He has nearly 30 years’ experience in a variety of State and Local 
Government roles in Western Australia and Victoria including managing environmental impact assessment of major road projects with 
the West Australian Environment Protection Authority and advising the Victorian Government in  senior roles in coastal planning and 
development.  He has extensive experience in the private sector in Western Australia, Indonesia and Victoria both with consulting 
firms and after founding and running his own environmental consultancy from 2002-2006.  Since 2006 Nick has been a full time Senior 
Panel Member with Planning Panels Victoria responsible for chairing or being a member of well over 100 environment effects 
inquiries, panels and advisory committees.  Nick was a sessional lecturer at postgraduate level in natural resource management at 
RMIT University in Melbourne from 2002-2006 and has lectured in planning and environmental law at Monash University, Melbourne 
University and RMIT University.  Nick hold qualifications in Environmental Science, Public Policy and Law. He is a Fellow of the 
Victorian Planning and Environmental Law Association, a member of the Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand and a 
member of  the National Environmental Law Association.  

Davis Brett 

Brett Davis is a qualified town planner with over 24 years’ experience in project management, urban and strategic planning, property, 
and development management and facilitation. Brett is a past President of the Planning Institute of Australia (Vic Division), and served 
as the Victorian Division’s Vice-President from 2009-2011 and President from 2011-2013.   He is a Fellow of the Leadership Ballarat 
and Western Region Program.  From 2011-2015, Brett was a member of the Building Appeals Board.  Brett has worked throughout 
Australia on numerous large-scale projects and led multi-disciplinary teams for public and private organisations. Brett has chaired 
significant planning scheme amendments and advisory committees including the Melbourne Central City Built Form review,  Macedon 
Ranges Protection Advisory Committee, Precinct Structure Plans and many other matters.  He is currently deputy chair of the 
Government Land Standing Advisory Committee. 

Partenio Kate 

Kate Partenio is a qualified civil and traffic engineer and Sessional Panel Member at Planning Panels Victoria.  She has worked as a 
traffic engineer and transport planner in private practice for 19 years, and in local government for 4 years.  She was a director of GTA 
Consultants from 1999-2014.  Kate has transport expertise in land use planning, strategic planning, master planning, traffic impact 
assessments, car parking, design and road safety.  Kate has previously been a member of the Melbourne Metro Rail EES Inquiry and 
Advisory Committee and is currently a member on the Victorian Transport Projects Integrated Development Opportunities Standing 
Advisory Committee and the West Gate Tunnel Inquiry and Advisory Committee. Kate holds an undergraduate qualification in civil 
engineering and a post graduate qualification in traffic engineering and transport planning. 
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