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FOREWORD

A vision of a green network of linear parks running along Melbourne's waterways is now becoming a reality
through the Victorian Government’s Metropolitan Open Space Plan, However, this network could not be
achieved without co-ordinated planning. The Middle Yarra River Concept Plan provides a co-ordinated approach
for the enhancement, protection and management of a relatively short but strategically important section of the
Middle Yarra River. The area under consideration extends from Dights Falls to Burke Road ang links the inner
suburban area with the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park.

The Middle Yarra is a place of contrasts: the river flows through broad floodplains and steep gorges, significant
plant communities and wildlife habitats are surrounded by densely populated seburbs; and historic sites and
buildings neighbour the modem freeway. The Middle Yarra’s many places for active sports or guiet recreation
include sports grounds, golf courses, boatsheds, an open air theatre, bushland playgrounds, picnic areas and of
course, the Yarra River itself. As the city’s population grows and leisure takes on greater significance, the number
of people coming to the Middle Yarra will increase. Most of us take for granted that it will always be a beautiful
place to visi. However, in recent years the Middle Yarra has become so popular that unplanned growth and
development could threaten the very things that make the area so special.

This concept plan describes how the area should be planned and managed for recreation and guides development
in a way that protects its natural and cultral resources. The plan is part of the Government'’s wider commitment
to creating a linear open space system along the Yarra from Mt Lofty 1o the central city, by connecting parklands
along the river. Itis fourth in a series for the Yama and Maribymong Rivers.

The plan was prepared by a working group comprising representatives from four councils (Collingwood,
Heidelberg, Kew and Northcote), the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW), the Yarra Bend
Park Trust, the MMBW'’s Middle Yarra Advisory Commitiee, the Department of Conservation and Environment
and the Department of Planning and Urban Growth.

From the outset, the working group encouraged the local community to be involved in the concept plan’s
preparation, The committee received contributions from members of the community and public groups which
proved to be invaluable. The study was carried out in a spirit of co-operation and enthusiasm.

Some of the recommendations contained in the plan have already been implemented or are being implemented
now. A management plan is being prepared for Yarra Bend Park, improvements have been undertaken at Fairfield
Park in Northcote and at Meiri Park in Collingwood and the main Yarra Trail is nearing completion. This section |
of the trail will enable cyclists to ride from the city 1o the metropolitan park and to connect with the Merri Creek
Trail.

The concept pian will form the basis for the continuing transformation of a neglected part of the Yarra Valley.
Before 100 many years have gone, we feel confident that the forgotten river will have regained the popularity it
cn_;oye/;l in the 1nt3r-war years.

Ay
/7// LI // /%07_/
ANDREW McCUTCHEON STEVE CRABB
MINISTER FOR PLANNING MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION

AND URBAN GROWTH AND ENVIRONMENT
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The Middle Yarra is an area of contrasts: the rivar flows
through broad floodplains and stesp gorges; significant
plant communities and wildlife habitats are surrounded
by densely populated suburbs; and historic sites and
buildings co-exist with the modern freeway. Amidst all
of this, are places providing for bath active spors and
quiet racreation. These places inciude sports ovais, golf
courses, boatsheds, an open air thaatre, bushland,
playgrounds, picnic areas and of course, the Yarra River
itself. :

The Middle Yarra has immense potential for recreation.
Careful development of the area_has exciting implica-
tions for all of Melbourne. Tha area links existing and
potential opan spaces along Metri Creek, Darebin
Parklands and the Quter Circle Linear Park. Along the
Yarra River, it connects the Yarra Valley Metropolitan
Park to the parkiands of the Lower Yarra and the central
city.

The Middie Yarra is at the haan of what could ba a net-
work of opan spacas running through the metropolitan
area, Howevar, in recent years the Middle Yarra has ba-
come so popular that unplanned modern growth and
development threaten the very aspects that make the
area so special, for example, significant vegetation com-
munities are baing degraded by weeds spread through
urban drainage, and uncontrolled access to the siver

banks is increasing erosion.

What is the concept plan?

Eventually, concept plans will co-ordinate the planning
and development of continuous parkiand all the way
along the Yarra River, from the central city to beyond
Warrandyts, The Middla Yarra Concept Plan describes
how the area should be planned and managed for
recraation so that its naturaf and cultural resourcas are
protected. Planning controls hava also been prepared
to protect the area’s appearance and natural environ-
ment. In some places, the area to be coverad by these
controls will extend beyond the concept plan area.

The Middle Yarra Concept Plan and its complamentary
planning controls were placed on exhibition on the 28th
of Septembar 1988 for public comment.

Aftar the exhibition, the submissions were considerad at
a public hearing following which,the planning controls
and Concept Plan were reviawed and changed. The
controls have now been gazetted as amendmants to the
ralevant planning schemas. This will ensure that the
use of land and all buildings and works within the con-
capt plan area will be in conformity with the approved
plan.

Where is the concept plan area?

The area covered by tha concept plan is shown on Map
4, at the back of this report. it covers an area of nine
square kilometres and extends from Dights Falis to
Burke Road Bridge, a distance of about six kilometres
as the crow flies. The rivar's meandering nature, how-
ever, means that the Yarra's length within the concept
plan area is about 15 kilometres.

The concept ptan area includes all public land and all
privately owned racreational Yand adjoining or near the
Yarra and the lower sections of tributaries, and all
private residential and industrial properties with a Yarra
River frontaga.

Who prepared the plan?

To develep this concept plan, a working group was
formed comprising representatives from four councils
{Collingwood, Heidelberg, Kew and Northcote), the Mel-
bourne and Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW), the
Yarra Bend Park Trust, the MMBW's Middle Yarra Ad-
visory Committes, the Department of Consarvation and
Environment and the Department of Planning and Urban
Growth. '

From the outset, the working group encouraged the
local community to be involved in the concept plan's
praparation,



The major recommendations

The concept plan began as a vision for the future of the
Middle Yarra: a place of natural beauty in which paople
can play sports, picnic, boat, cycle and walk, enjoying
the tranquility without damaging the assets that make
the area attractive.

An analysis of various physical and cultural aspects of
the area highlighted severai issuas, allowing us to
idenitify areas which need protection and where davelop-
ment would be beneficial. From this basis, the concept
plan was devalopad.

The concept plan:

= recognises the metropaolitan open space significance
of the area

* racognises the need for consarvation of significant
vegetation and wildlife habitat )

+ protects and enhancas tha quality of the river cor-
ridor and valley environment

. provudes for diverse recraational opportunmes in a.
variety of settings

» provides for a hisrarchy of paths to link 6pen space
systems and to improve local access

*» reinforces the role of the Eastern Freeway as a
major scenic entry fo the City

= recognises the function and importance of the Yarra
Boulevard as a scanic roadway.

The concept plan works on two levais: through guiding
action in management zones; and by making site-
spacific recommendations. Ten management zones
have been defined and the major proposals for each are
outlinad below and on Map 1. Table 1 lists tha
proposals racommended for specific sites along with in-
dicative costs (subject to availability of funding).

River Course -
a) Protect the drainage and floodplain function of the
Yarra Valley.

b) Protect the flora and fauna habitats along the Yaria
River, especially at Yarra Bend Park and Wilsons
reserve in Heidelberg.

c} Provide for

* boating along the entire length of the river in the con-
cept plan area

* the possibility of developing a competition rowing
and canoseing course on tha straight section of the
river adjacent to Latrobe Golf Course, while allowing
for racreation access

= the operation of a limited-use ferry between

Chandler Park and Studiey Park Boat House.
d) Provide possible additional public canoe and kayak
landing stages at the following sites:

* in Yarra Bend at Studley Park, Kanes Bridge, Bell
Bird, Zig Zag and Fairlea River parks;

* in Northcote at Fairfield Park and Rudder Grange;

» in Kew at Chandlar, Willsmare and Burke Road
parks;

= and in Heidelberg at Wilsons Reserve and the Burke
" Road North Reserve.

Wetlands

a) Rehabilitate and conserve wetlands at Chandler, Al-
phington, Willsmere and Burke Road parks and at
Wilson's Resarve.

b) Encourage the rehabilitation and conservation of
privately owned wetlands at No.1 View Street Northcote,
and at Greenacres and Kew Golf Clubs.

c) ;bevelop a community information prograrh about the
significance of the wetlands,

Bushland

a) Conserve the riparian bushland along the river by rein-

- forcing the existing bushland with new planting .and re-

establishing bushland in areas where it has been
removed.

b) Rehabilitate and conserve the woodlands in Yarra
Bend Park by controiling rabbits, srosion, weeds,
drainage and access, and by planting and encouraging
natural regeneration,

Open space

a) Encourage the co-ordinated development of opan
spaces so that the range of racreation facilities and set-
tings in the Middle Yarra is as wide as possible.

b) Redavelop Yarra Bend Park as a regional park.

c) Develop two new local parks at:

= Chandler Park, behind the Natlonal Guide Dogs
Training Gentre

= Burke Road Park, adjacent to Burke Road, betwéen
the river and Eastern Freeway.
d) Continue 1o improve facilities in all existing parké.

e} Encourage the use of indigenous plants in all golf
courses,

f) Improve pedestrian access to the concept plan area,
particularly from residential areas in the City of Kew.




.and whenever practicable.

Private residential and industrial
development, and public facilities
a)Screan plant the boundarias of residential, industrial
and institutional areas using indigenous plants.

b) Increase public access to the Yarra River through put-
chasing or gaining use of river frontage land wheraver &

Eastern Freeway
a) Maintain views and vistas to the surrounding #

landscape for motorists, while at the same time screen-
ing views of the freeway from surrounding racreation jg
areas. '

Yarra Boulevard
a) Redavelop the Yarra Boulevard as a scenic roadway.” E

b) Improve traffic management and ensure safe access
to and from areas along the river.

¢} Provide separate lanes for bicycles, pedestrians and §
for parking: '

d) Develop scenic lookouts.

o) Investigate the possibility of new roadworks to provide
safe vehicular access from Studley Park Road to the &
Yarra Boulevard.

1) improve stormwater drainage from the roadway so that g
it no longer spreads weeds and causes erosion.

Trail network
a) Establish a multi-purpose Main Yarra Trail along the |

river linking a variety of recreation areas and facilities.

b) Provide bicycle/pedestrian bridges across Merri Creek
at Dights Falls and across the Yarra River at Burke Road
to connect the Yarra trail into the paths upstream and

downstream of the concept plan area.

c) Provide pedestrian and bicycle access around the :‘if
Kew section of Yarra Boulevard.

d) Invastigate the possibilty of constructing a bridge B8
across the Yarra River at Zig Zag Park, suitable for use §
by pedestrians and cyclists. :

e) Encourage the creation of a trail to link the Outer
Circle Linear Park with the Yarra Boulavard trail. :

f) Establish a marked route along residential streets to :
connect the Darebin Creek trail to the Yarra trail via Al-
phington Park.

g) Provide a bridge across the Yarra River connscting
Chandler and Alphington Parks and to link the Darebin &8
Creek pathway to the Yarra trail.

h) Maximise access and circulation throughout the con-
cept plan area by providing local access paths and
pedestrian-only ‘goat tracks’ where appropriate. £

Putting the plan into action

kt is considersd that existing management arrangements
are appropriate, except in the case of the proposed
Burke Road Park where it is recommeanded that the Mel-
bourne Metropolitan Board of Works or the Department
ot Conservation and Environment becomes the manage-
mant authority.

Managament of open space alsewhere in the concept
plan area should be co-ordinated between agencies to
prevant excessive duplicaticn and to ensure compatible
developmant between public and private facilities.

Funding

The funding of projects should be given priority accord-
ing to the Stata, regional and local significance of the
area involved .

Statutory Controls

The area covared by the Concept Plan lies within the
Collingwood, Kew, Northcote, Heidelberg and Camber-
wall planning schemes. Each council is responsible for
the administration and enforcement of its own planning
scheme. The planning schemaes contain special con-
trols which complemant the concept plan. Thay are
called overlay controls baecause they apply in addition to
the usual planning sheme zonas. There are three dif-
farant ovarlay controls:

The Skyline Area control is intended 1o restrict tha scale
of structures to protect the character of the valley which
at present is characterised by a lack of tall, intrusive
buildings.

The Streamside Environment Area control is directad

- primarily at rataining the indigenous vegetation of the val- -

ley close to the river, much of which is on private land.

The Floodway Management Area control allows for the
control of developmant within the flocdplain to ensure
that flood damagse to buildings and works is minimised
that the flow of flood waters is not restricted, and that
flood storage capacity is not reduced.

These ovarlay controls can be found in the 'Particular
area developmant and use controls' in the Local section
of the Planning Schemes.

Responsibility for drainage and floodplain managemant
will remain with the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board
of Works, through the provisions of the MMBW Act,
1958 and the Drainage of Land Act, 1975.
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Chapter One

Introduction

Reviving the Yarra

During the 1970s, people became more aware and con-
cerned about the environment. In Melbourne, a lot of
this attention was focussad on the quality of our urban
watarways by, for example, The Age’ newspapar's
‘Giva the Yarra a Go' campaign. The government
released a Statement of Planning Policy for the area on
the basis that the natural rasources of the Yarra are so-
cial and economic assets of both the city and the State,
and so that the river and its immediate environs would
be planned primarily as an open space system for na-
ture conservation and recreation.

The Melbourna and Metropolitan Board of Works
{(MMBW) scon bagan daveloping plans for tha whola
river. The work of the MMBW Middle Yarra Advisory
Committee has formed the basis of this concaept plan,
for the area known as the Middle Yarra - Dights Falis to
Burke Road.

The Middle Yarra lies near the centre of the Melbournie
metropolitan area, along the ribbon of open space run-
ning from the upper reaches of the Yarra to the cantral
city (sea Map 2). Not only is the Middle Yarra popular
for recreation and as a place to live, it is also historically
significant and environmentally unique.

This concapt plan describas how the area should be
planned and managed for racreation and guides
devalopmaent in a way that protects its natural and cul-
tural resources. The plan is part of the Government's
wider commitment to creating a linear open space sys-
tem along the Yarra from Mt Lofty ta the central city, by
connecting parklands along the river.

Once approvad as planning scheme amendments, all
development by public authorities and private individuals
or groups will have to conform with this concept plan,
together with existing planning controls.
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Planning for the urban Yarra

This concept plan is an extension of the The Lowar
Yarra Concept Plan, 1982, covaring the river batween
Spencer Street Bridge and Punt Road and The Lower
Yarra River (Punt Road to Dights Falis) Concept Plan,
1986. )

In addition, The Lower Maribymong River Concept Plan,
1986, has been approved for the stretch of the Maribyr-
nong River between Dynon Road and the Raiiway
Trestle Bridge at East Keilor. Ultimately, a serias of
plans will cover the whole of the Yarra and Maribymong
Rivers (see Map 3).

The concapt plans already in force apply over the river
courses and adjoining land to 30 matres on both sides. -
In July 1985, the legislation was amended o enable con-
cept plans for the Yarra and Maribymong to cover tracts
of land of varying widiths along the rivers. In terms of

POXT PHILLI® BAY
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ecology and planning, this made better sense than the
arbitrary 30 metre boundaries used before.

The boundaries of the Middle Yarra Concept Plan were
gazetted in November 1985 under the Town and
Country Planning Act 1961 and this project was officially
launched one month later. Map 4 at the back of this
repart shows the. extant of the Middle Yarra Concept
Plan area, The Town and Country Planning Act has
since been repealed and all planning actions required
by the Cancept Plan will now be given effect under the
Planning and Environmant Act, which was proclaimed
on 16th February, 1988.

The area covered by this plan

The concept plan area includes the Yarra River and ad-
joining land between Dights's Falls and Burke Road.
The area to the south of the river is situated within the
Cities of Camberwall and Kew, that to the north within
the cities of Collingwood, Northcote and Heidelberg.

The area covered by the ooﬁcept plan includes:

= All publicly owned sporting and recreation land ad-
joining the Yarra River and along the lower sactions
of tributary watercoursas.

= Al other publicly owned land in the immadiate en-
virons of the Yarra River and lower sections of
tributary watercourses.

« Al privately owned sporting and recreational land ad-
joining the Yarra River and lower sections of
tributary watercourses.

» Al privately ownad residential properties that have
frontages to the Yarra River and to the lower sec-
tions of tributary watercourses.

= Those paris of the Amcor land zoned General In-
dustrial and Light Industrial that front the Yarra River.
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Q)

The policy context

There are a numbar of Govarnment policies into which

‘the concept plan dovetails. The main ones are the:

= Shaping Malboume's Future

« Economic Strategy

« Sacial Justice Strategy

» State Conservation Strategy

« Wetland Strategy

+ Flora and Fauna Guarantee

= Maetropolitan Opan Space Plan

» State Enviranment Protaction Policy Number W-29
(water quality)

The concept plan has been prepared within this broad

-policy context and also conforms to a range of other

policies and guidslines dealing with issues such as
watar quality, car parking, boating and the like.

Developing the concept plan

This concapt plan was prepared substantially by a work-
ing group of representatives trom the Cities of Col-
lingwood, Heidelberg, Kew and Northcote, the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Environment, the Department
of Planning and Urban Growth, the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works, the MMBW Middle Yarra
Advisory Committes and the Yarra Bend Park Trust.

In developing this plan the working group built on a
report prepared by the Malbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works, The Yarra River Study, and referred to
public submissions made 1o the MMBW. Funther public
commant was sought through local newspapers, public
maetings, council nawsletters and an explanatory broad-
sheet. The broadsheet was made avaitable at Council of-
fices and was delivered to ali private homes and or-
ganisations within the concept plan area and to adjoin-
ing properties. In addition, members of the working
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group met with members of the public and community
groups.

Public response was excellent: more than 100 writien
submissions were received. Much of the information
proved o ba invaluable and many of the ideas and con-
copts presented have been incorporated lnto this con-
cept plan.

Now that the Middle Yarra Concept Plan is finalised and
approved, the final step in planning for the Yarra will be
to prapara a plan for the section from Burke Road to
Watson's Creek. From there upstream, development
along the Yarra is controlled by the Upper Yarra River
Management Strategy, prepared by the Upper Yarra Val-
ley and Dandenong Ranges Authority.

The most.urgent issues

The paramount aim of the Middla Yarra Concept Plan is
to protect the water course and its environs. The
proposals contained within this concapt plan can help to
restore the haalth of the river anvirenment, creating
places people can enjoy without excessive restrictions
and without harming the surrounds. This not only means
preventing land degradation and water pollution, but in
several areas, carrying out extensive and urgent
rahabilitation to prevent existing problems from becom-
ing warse.

Immedlate action is needed to remedy or alleviate
the environmantal preasures on the Yellow Gum
woodland communlity within Yarra Bend Park; to
stop the degradatlon of the watlands; and to Im-
prove access throughout the area.

This plan also gives priority to:
. provliding for boating on the river

= making sure that the ability of the river to cope with
floodwaters is not hampered

» exploting the potential of Yarra Bend Park for pas-
sive racreation consistent with environmental objec-
tives

* devaloping Yarra Boulevard as a scenic roadway

« protecting and improving scenic views from the East-
ern Freeway

* co-ordindting recreation facilities throughout the area. .

The structure of the coricept plan

The aim of planning for this area is to create a well-
managed linear park between Dights Falls and Burks
Road, a place which people can enjoy without harming
its natural beauty and high envirenmental quaiity. Cbjec-
tives have been developed in the context of this vision,
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1o guide development and management. The objectives
ara as follows:

Conservation

+ To protact and conserve the natural resources of the
valley: air, water, soil, flora and fauna.

= To protect all known sites of scientific, historic and
pre-historic significance.

Recreation

»  To develop a continuous trail natwork for pedestrians
and cyclists within the area, linking with areas of
public open space immadiately up and downstream
and providing for movement across the valley,

* To provide greater public access to the Yarra River
and adjoining lang for racreation by providing a diver-
sity of facilities without compromising public safety
and the protection of the natural environment,

« To prevent or discourage activities and uses which
could create unacceptable levals of air, noise and
watar pollution.

= To provida a variety of racraational facilities related
to the needs and aspirations of the local and
regional communities.

Landscape

* To ensure that development in the Middle Yarra will
complemant and enhance the river valley environ-
ment,

« To carry out a landscaping program to improve and
enhance the visual quality of the river environs.

Floodplain management

= To ensure that developmeant along the river and
within the floodplain will not be detrimentat to the
hydrautic functions of the watercourss.

» To improve bank stability, reduce siltation and
reduce soil erosion.

Through analysing the various aspects of the area, it
was possibla to highlight where action is needed, sither
10 improve management practices or guide develop-
mant. The issues, and the approach the concept plan

‘takes 1o them, ara discussed in Part A.

" To achieve these objsctives, a number of recommenda-

tions for action are made, based on an analysis of tha is-
sues. Part B contains guidelines for managing general
areas, and for the development of specific sites. The
last chapter in Part B looks at how the plan will be
funded and managed and other aspects of its implemen-
tation.






PART A
The issues

and 'thei.r
planning'imp'lic.ations

O

-

There are a numbar of distinctive land use and
landscape components in the Middle Yarra. Part A
defines the most significant issues and outlines the ap-
proach taken by this concept plan, It pravides the basis
for the future managemant of the natural environment,
heritage and the built environment of the Middle Yarra.
Chaptars 2 to 5 outline the issues related to these areas
and analyse what they mean in tarms of the objactives
of the concept plan. )

The recommaendations developed from this analysis are
contained in Part B, The Plan and its Implementaticn.
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Chapter Two

The natural

The Middle Yarra is an area of outstanding environmen-
tal impottance. Not only is it the first major wildlife
habitat on the Yarra upstream from Port Phillip Bay, but

environment

it also contains areas of geological significance, remnant .

plant communities otharwise not found near Melbourne,
and has a crucial role in reducing potential ﬂuodlng in
the built-up area.

Geology and soils

Geologically, the Middle Yarra has many interasting fea-
tures - the major ones are shown on Map 5. The ex-
posad rock around Dight's Falls is an excellent example
of the sedimantary deposits laid down over most of
Melbourne’s east during the Silurian age some 400 mil-
lion years ago. In Kew and Heidelberg, although the
area is now up to 90m above sea leval, the sand gravei
and clay deposited when the area was coverad by sea
betwein two and five million years ago, can still be
seén. Students are often brought on excursions to these
areds to sep examples of folding and faulting. Preserv-
ing these sites of geological significance, aspeclally
in Studley Park, is a prime management concern In
the concept plan. '

The Silurian sandstones and.clays ara particularly vul-
nerabie to soil erosion. All the steep slopes from
Dight's Falls to the Chandler Highway must be imme-
dlately protected from eroslon. Not only has the
erosion of these banks contributed to the muddiness of
the river, but the topsoils have washed away to the point
that revegetation is very difficult. Once the erosion has
stabilised, the slopes can be revegetated.

Erosion in the Middle Yarra is mainly caused by rabbits,
poor storm water drainage and by peapls creating infor-
mal tracks and removing vegetation. The damaged
land desperateiy needs erosion control and drainage
mitlgation works to be carrled out, fences to restrict
random access, and surfaced trails to be con-
structad, and revegetation with indigenous plants.

Exposed sedimentary mék at Studley Park

B:IIabongs, wetlands and the
floodplain

From Dight's Falls to the Chandler Highway (a river dis-
tance of about 8 km), the Yarra runs through a relatively
narrow and steeply cut valley known as the Fairfield
Gorge. Upstream of the Chandler Highway is the
Chandler Basin, where the valley is broad and the river
meanders. The Fairfield Gorge rastricts floodwaters
moving downstream and has thus formed-a natural

-« .retarding basin on the Chandler floodplain. During
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floods, the basin holds substantial valumes of water -

a crucial function which reduces the peak flood flows
downstream in those stretches whars the rivar runs
through urban Melbourne. The area liable to flooding is
depicted on Map 5, as indicated by the 1934 floodplain.

In Melbourne's relatively short history, thraa savere
floods have caused major damage: 1863, 1891 and
1934. The 1934 flood level considerad to be equivalent
to the 1 per cent frequancy discharge, that is, flooding to
this level is expected to occur, on average, only onca



Severs ersion on a completely deriuded siope

every one hundred yaars. This flood lavel forms the
basis for the Designated Flood Levals for the Yarra
River throughout the metropolitan area. It is stressed
that there have been no significant changes in the Yarra
Catchmarnt since then that would prevant a similar storm
in the future reaching the same flood levels. (The Upper
Yarra Dam, constructed in 1958, was built for water
storage and has little effect on controlling Melbourne's
fiood lavel.)

A large portion of the concept plan area is subject to pe-
riodic flooding. The golf courses, parklands and sports
areas can be inundated by flood waters as fraquently as
every two or thrae years. The area inundated by these
minor fioods is only slightly smallar than that covered by
the 1934 flood, although the depths reached are sub-
stantially less. The size of the floodplain Is a sericus
development constraint, espacially to the east of the
Chandler Highway, as it Is cruclal that the passage
and storage of floodwaters is not Impeded by any
development in this area.

With the spread of urban development into the Middle

Yarra, wetlands were filled to stabilise the river's course,
preventing the formation of new billabongs. Many of the
billabongs have been filled, drained or altered to suit the
needs of goif courses. The several remaining billabongs

RIVER
RECREATION

- Flight.
Corridor

Darebin
Creek

BILLABONGS

Wildlife

¢ IRIPARIAN. AHD WOODLAND
JVEGETATION CORBIDOR
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and wetfands in the concept plan area are high quality
flora and fauna habitats, housing a wide range of

" animals and plants which would otherwise not be found
s0 close to the city.

The ecology of these areas has been seriously affected
by adjacent development: because the seasonal pat-
terns of water flow have changed there is no kenger pari-
odic flooding and the water is polluted by rubbish and
fartilisars from urban stormwater drains and sports
grounds. The wetlands and billabongs should be con-
served and malntained as areas of nature conserva-
tion and will nead careful planning and sensitive
managemeant. Access into these areas should be
controlled and eradication of the heavy weed infesta-
tion should begin as soon as possible.

Tha MMBW has a palicy to restore eroded river banks
throughout the Chandter Basin. Although this stops the
natural- process of erosion and the formation of new bil-
labongs, such action is necessary to protect the sports
facilities along both banks. Sincae it is unlikely that fur-
ther billabongs will form, it is important to preserve those
that exist for their educative and ecological contribution.

Vegetation

The original vegetation of the concept plan area has
been substantially altered since settlemant, initially be-
cause of its prime location for grazing and market gar-
dening, and latar by urban development and the con-

struction of major roads (the Boulevard in the 1930s and .

the Eastern Freeway in the 1970s). Remnanis of the
criginal vegetation are found along the river, around the
remaining billabongs and an the steap slopes within
Yarra Bend Park.

The varied vegetation provides habitats and serves as a
migratory corridor for a divarsity of fauna, particularly
birdlife (see Map 6). This vagetation also stabilises the
river banks and surrounding slopes, reducing erosion.

A detailed vegetation survey was undertaken in 1986 to
identify the condition of existing vegetation and to map
vegstation communities, specifically indigenous and sig-
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Healthy vegetation community in Yarra Bend Park

nificant species. The study identifled 218 indigenous
specles In the concept plan area, 50 of which are lo-

.cally or raglonnlly significant and at least six more

which are very rare in Victoria. its main recommenda-
tions are 1o rehabilitate and consarve the riparian vegeta-
tion along the river and to safeguard the Yallow Gum
open woodland in Yarra Bend Park espacially.

The survey identified five vegetation communities within
the Middle Yarra Concapt Plan Area, as shown on Map
7. Thié findings of the survay are contained in a
separate volume and are briefly outlined below.

Riparlan or riverside vegetation. The continuous band
of vagetation along both banks of the river is adapted to
the constant prasence of water and is subject to fre-
quent inundation. This community is dominated by River
Red Gums and has a shrubby understorey. The axtent
of the community has been greatly reduced by land
holders clearing as close as possible to the rivar and by
the proliferation of willows. The willows have been
removed from the banks of the river for many years by
the MMBW. In the past this caused some damags 10
the native flora and causad the river banks to erode,
However, recent changas in MMBW practices have
aliminated these problams, in future any removai of
wiilows should immediately be followad by a careful
revegstation programmae using indigenous specles
to prevent Invasion by weeds. Despite past disrup-
tions, the community remains in a relatively good state
and.is-important to the continuity of the riverine habitat.

Aquatic and smargent vagetation is found in billabongs,
on alluvial scils and also along the adge of the river,
especially in Chalswarth Park, Wilsons Reserva and
Kew Golf Club. This vegatation community is sensitive
and vulnarable to disturbance. }t needs protection and
careful management: drainage from adjacant ptaying -
flelds and stormwater run-off must be redirected to
prevent arosion and the spread of weeds; siit traps
need to be installed; and water-lily spread neads to
be restricted.



Open | woodlands. Open woodlands used 10 be the
dominant plant communities over much of what is now
metropolitan Melbourna. Islands of thase_ communilies
still exist within the Middle Yarra, but are under thraat
from land degradation. '

in the Middle Yarra River area, the Yellow Gum wood-
land is particularly significant as the easternmost of their
kind in Australia. Despite the extinction of many
species, the understorey i still reasonably intact,
making these communities the only ones of their kind in
the southern hemisphere so close to their criginal com-
position. ‘

The open woodlands form a ribbon along the river val-
ley, and because of this shape, are under pressure from
all sides. Many native species are being overrun by fast-
growing weeds such as blackberry and boneseed.
Eradicating these weeds is essential to the con-
tinued existence of the native understorey because
tha native spacies provide the seed for regeneration.
Near the Yarra Boulevard, the spread of weeds is direct-
ly attributable o stormwater drainage from both urban
areas and the roadway - protecting these significant
plant communities depends primarily on repairing
the drainage systam. Areas can then be rehabilitated
by erosion c:ontrol and by planting appropriate in-
digenous species (sae tha list recommended in Appen-
dix .B). Poor river maintenance practices can also
damage the vegetation and there are further problems
caused by rabbits and littering.

The heaith and survival of these woodlands
depends on controlling erosion and public access,
ehcouraging revegetation, and helping the public
and organisations to hecome more aware of the
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The degraded vegetation communily along Merri Creek

problems and how they ean contributa to their solu-
tion. The rehabilitation and conservation of this com-
munity is critical and of the highest pricrity for action in
the Middle Yarra. This unique remnant of our naturai
heritage must be managed to sacure its conservation for
future generation of Australians.

Native Grasslands, Remnant native grasslands are
mainly found to the west of the Chandler Highway. They

are of two kinds; those which are simply an extension of .

the understorey of the open’woodland, and those
dominated by Kangaroo Grass {Themeda australis) on
the basalt cliffs along Merri Creek and east of the
second fairway of the Yarra Bend Goif Course. The golf
course grassland is espacially significant because it is a
remnant of the vast Themeda grasslands that once
dominated the basaltic soils to the north and west of Mel-
bourns, and for this reason, its protaction is strongly
recommended. '

Exotic Grasslands The exotic grasslands communities
include the mown grasslands such as sporling ovals:
and unmown wastelands. The species vary according to
soil type and management and somatimes include
several native grasses. Many of the unmown areas also
support large populations of woody weeds such as
blackberry and boxthorn.

Golf courses. The four golf courses east of the
Chandler Highway have made excellent use of the exist-
ing indigenous vegetation by incorporating it into their
fairway plantations. Open-grassed fairways take up most
of the area occupied by a golf course. Couch grass is
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the spacies used most on fairways and this is kept closse-
ly mown. The steep drop. to the river around the Yarra
Bend Park golf coursae has meant the indigenous
riparian and open-woodliand along the banks has
remained retatively unharmed.

Fauna

A surprising number of creatures which are generally
not seen so close to Melbourne have been sighted in
the concept plan area. The riverside bushland, parks
and golf course form an irreplaceable corridor that links
wildlife habitats and refuges. The river, billabongs and
plants growing in and around them provide shelter and
food for fish, tortoises, frogs and birds. Similarly, the
tallar plant communitias growing along the river, the
open woodlands and native grasslands, are valuable
habitats for mammals, reptiles and birds.

Although most of the original vegetation communities
have been substantially altered since white settlemant,
the altered environments are also important for local
wildlife. For example, many species of birds are found
on or arcund the mown grasslands of playing fields and
golf coursas,

Unfortunately mammals have baen greatly affected by
urbanisation in the concapt plan area and it is remark-
able that even a few species remain. If ramaining
species of fauna are to maintain thelr presant num-
bers, then It is vital that these areas of open space
are enhanced and conserved. Some of the creaturas
found in the Middle Yarra are fisted on Map 7. '
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Chapter Three

Middle Yarra’s heritage

Beiore the arrival of white settlers, the areas to the north
and east of Melbourne were occupied by the Wurundjeri
or Yarra Tribe. The first white explorer in this area, Char-
les Grimes, travelled upstream as far as Dight’s Falls in
1803. Further exploration followad and with the growth
of the sattlement at Port Phillip, more land was needed
for agriculture, '

The Middle Yarra region was surveyed by Robert. Hod-
dle in 1837 and subdivided into large parishes. When
white sattlars arrived, they drave the Aborigines from
their accustomed camping places along the Yarra and al-
lowed them to camp only on the banks of the lower
Maerri Creek, near Yarra Bend.

At the time of the early development of Melbourne, the
remoteness of the area east of Dight's Falis mada it an

_ altractive locatiori for institutions such as asylums, which
ware difficult to find-a place for slsewhere. Most of the
land to the west of the Chandler Highway was reserved
at-an early date for public institutions and recreation and
has therefore remained Iargely open space.

Tha demand for land increased and in 1840 further sub-
. division along. the Yarra took place irito narrow blocks of
92-140 acres. ) N .

During the 1850s, mtar-tnbai warfare and diseass,
caused by the upheavals created by white: settlement,

. almost dastroyad the Abonginal population of the area
around Melbourne. The families who now live in the
.area are contlnumg traditions by documenting and con-

- serving significant srtes of hentage importanca for future

' generatlons .

‘These were also hard years for the settlers. By the end
of the 1850s, the geaneral-downturn in the economy,
together with drought and ﬂgod caused.a dacline in in-
vestment and many land holdings were abandoned.
Betwasen 1881 and 1886, large parcels of land in Fair-
field and Alphlngton were purchased by ‘speculators who
then subdivided them into-small housmg allotments.
Large properties along the river ramalned intact.

The Outer Circle Railway was opened in 1891 as part of
the Fairfield Park to Riversdale saction of the Outer

Circle line. In 1930 it was converted to cany the
Chandler Highway.

In 1934 a number of homes in Fairfiald were flooeded
above floor level and most still exist today in what is
now racognised as the floadplain of the Yarra. ( )

The Yarra Boulevard was constructed in the 1930s and
the Eastern Freeway was completed in the late 1970s.
Both have had major impacts on the area, afiecting not
only the landscape and access into the area, but also
tha local vegetation. )

Heritage conservation

Having had such a significant role in Malbourne’s
development, the Middle Yarra contains a number of
diverse structuras, from boat houses to bridges,
that shouid be preserved and protectad for their his-
toric worth. The most notable are outlined and are
shown on Map 8.




Boat houses

The Studiey Park Boathouse was built in 1870, ushering
in a long history of boating in tha Middle Yarra. Over tha
next fifteen years, three more boathouses wete built: the
Fairfield Boathouse which has recently been rastored;
the McCauleys Boathouse in Rivar Retreat, which today
is a private residence; and the Rudder Grange ’
Boathouse, at the bottom of Alphington Street, which
provided boat hire as well as offering a steam farry ser-
vice to Studiey Park Boathouse. Rudder Grange was
flooded many times and was eventually demolished.

Artists

The Heidelberg area along the river is particularly sig-
nificant for its long association with the arts. During the
nineteenth century it received world-wide acclaim
through the works of our artists. In the 1850s and 1860s
Eugene Von Gerard and Louis Buvelot painted thaere
and later the famous Heidelberg School painters, such
as Tom Roberts, Arthur Streaton, Walter Withers, Fred
McCubben and Charles Conder, and more recently Fred
Williams, wars afttracted by its scenic beauty.

Bridges

The Zig Zag Bridge, built to link Yarra Bend Asyium
with Kew Asylum was destroyed by a fiood in the mid -
late 1800s and was not rebuilt.

in 1878 the Faitfield Pipe Bridge was constructed to
supply water to Kew and Hawthorn from Yan Yean
Reservoir. Kane's Bridge was constructed in 1929 to
link Kew and Fairfield. Both bridges were destroyad by
flood in 1934: the Fairfield Pipe Bridge was later rebuilt
with its dacking above flood level, whilst Kane's Bridge
was rabuilt at its previous level. '

Studley Park

During its history Studiey Park has been cleared, mined
for graval and the adjacent river has baen used as a
water supply for Albert Park Lake and he Botanical Gar-
dans (a weir was constructed at Dight's Falls). In 1933,
the Kew and Heidalberg Lands Act was passed to
presarve permanently a total of 585 acres as a site for
public park and recreational raserve.

Buildings

Wilismaere hospital was built in 1854 and has been a
major landmark in the area ever since. There are plan
for it to be decommissioned, sold and eventually
radeveloped. This will take piace towards the end of
1988 aftar all the patients have beean relocated (see
Chapter 7 for further details).

The Queen Memorial infactious Disease Hospital {late
renamed the Fairfield the Fairfield Infectious Diseases
Hospital) was establishad on the Yarra Bend Asylum
Resatve in 1904 to accommodate the victims of cholsra
and typhoid and is still in use.




Chapter Four

Land useﬂ

P R R

Most of the concept plan area is recreational open
space. The boundary encioses a narrow perimeter of
residantiai development, which is the edge of the sur-
rounding suburbs. The map of land use, Map 8, iden-
tifies broad categorias of land use such as recreation
areas, residential areas and industry.

The land use map highlights the fact that the concept
plan area is surrounded by many densely developed
suburbs, with little other open space. This reinforces the
importance of the river corridor not only as valuable
open spaca for locat people, but as a recreational
resource for everyona living in or visiting Melbourne .

The major industry in the area is the Amcor factory (pre-
viously the Australian Paper Mills) near the Chandler
Highway.
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Land ownership and
responsibility

As sean on the Land Ownership Map {Map 9), the
greater portion of land within the Study Area is ownad
and administered by councils and govermnment
authorities. Approximately 75 per cent of the Study Area
falls into this category. A number of Govemment and
statutory institutions occupy the Crown land.

O

Private gelf clubs alienate long sections of the rivar
frontage, and togethar with the private residential areas
on the north bank of the river, they prevent public ac-
cess to approximately 33 par cent of the fotal river
frontage in the study area. Every effort should be

. made to purchase river frontage land wheraver and
whenever practicable.




Planning responsibility for the study area is shared be-
twean tha Department of Planning and Urban Growth as
the metropolitan planning authority and the municipat
councils both as responsible authorities and as land-
owners.

The MMBW is the drainage and floodplain management
authority and it also owns and operatas sewarage pump-
ing stations off Yarra Boulevard in Kew and adjacent to
Burke Road.

The Roads Corporation of Victoria is respansible for the
Boulevard and the Eastern Freeway and any bridge con-
struction, whilst other roads are tha responsibility of

focal councils. ‘

Public utilities

All major services within the concept plan area which
would affect any proposed tavelopmant or upgrading of
facilities in the area are shown on Map 9.

In Yarra Bend Park, a powerlina runs from the Royal Tal-
bot Haspital to the pipe bridge. This line should be
reviewed so that the easement is managed in a more en-
vironmentally sensitive way.

At the eastern end of the concept plan area abutting
Burke Road, on the south side of the river, land is
reservad for a proposed State Electricity Commission ter-
minal station, A Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works
pumping station abuts the south of this land. Revegeta-
tlon of earthworks and screen planting are needed
around the existing pumping station to make It less
visible from adjoining parks. The vegetation along
tha river frontage at the State Elactricity Commis-
slon site has been retained 1o provide a natural
habitat ‘

In support of the concept plan the SEC has agreed to
an exchanga of land so that the proposed Kew Terminal
may be sited on nearby Crown Land. The benefits of
this would be that the new site is further from the river
and once screened with planting and earthworks, would
be better suited to an electricity station; and that a larger
area would be created by the river for recreation.
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Recreation

On a metropolitan scale, the Yarra Valley has the poten-
tial to be a continuous grean corridor between Port Phil-
lip Bay and the ranges to the east. At its closest point,
the concept area is four kilometres from the centre of
the city (ses Map 10). Nestled amongst densely popu-
lated subutbs that have few large opan spaces, the size
of the Middle Yarra area alone makes it a recreation
resource of regional signfficance. The area abuts a num-
ber of other opan space corridors, such as the Merri
Crask and Darebin parks and the Yarmra Vallay
Metropolitan Park and could be linked to several others
as they bacome developed, for example, the Outer
Circle Linear Park. In any city, an open space of this
size and natural divarsity, and with such patential for
recreation would be considared a very valuable asset.

Accessibih‘ty
At present there is no consistent system of padestrian or
bicycle paths, indeed, it is very difficult to walk from sec-
tion to saction, A hierarchical trail system is raquired con-
sisting of main shared pathways for cyclists and
pedaestrians, Jocal access tracks and pedestrian-only
"goat tracks”. The tracks need to provide access to
araas of interest and appeal, and to activity areas and
facilities. Howevaer, the trail system also needs to be
planned and designed to fit into the landscape with mini-
mal visual and ecological impact. it should provide
levels of access appropriate to the land capability and
environmental sensitivity of different areas of the vallay.

The pathway would form part of a route allowing con-
tinuous access along the Yarra Valley from the centre of
Malbourne to the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park. Poten-
tially, the path could be extended to Warrandyte
township and the Warrandyte State Park. It could also
be axtended through or baside the port area to Port Phil-
lip Bay, and by linking up with the Merri Creek, Darebin
Creek and Outer Circle Linear Park could create a trail
network of great value to both tourists and the com-
munity of Melboume,

The four councils, Colllngwuod Hendelberg, Kew and
Northcote, and the Yarra Bend Park Trust are respon-
sible for managing recreation areas and providing local
recreation faciiitiss.

Several major roads run into or through the Middle
Yarra, making it easy to get to by car from other parts of
Melbourne. Howaver, as shown on Map 12, some parts
of the river are much more accessible than others.
Downstream of the Chandler Highway, the Boulevard
and Yarra Bend Road lead to car parks from which walk-
ing tracks provide access 1o tha river and recreation
areas. Upstream of the Highway, access to many areas
is imited. Hay's Paddock, on the south side of the river,
is isolated from tha rest of the concept plan area by the
freaway and is accessible only from Kilby Road. North
of the river, road access is restricted, there are no
footbridges and the pattern of land ownership significant-
ly restricts access. This problem complicates the

procass of selacting a route for a multi-purpose trail
along the river.

Access by public transport could be improved. Existing
services are sporadic and there are no clearly marked
padastrian routes from the stations to the concept plan
area. The Matropolitan Transit Authority should be con-
sulted with a view to improving access to popular loca-
tions such as Yarra Bend Park.

The existing car parking areas generally provided ade-
quate space. With increased recreational development,
a number of the car parks will require upgrading.

Facilities for recreation.
To many Melburnians, ‘Middle Yarra’ conjures up im-

- ages of the meandering river, naturat bushland, vast
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playing fields and manicured golf courses, all close 1o
the city cantra. The Yarra will, no doubt, always be a
place for informal recreation, such as canoeing, fishing,
boating, picnicking, bird watching and strolling, as well
as for organised sports. With some improvements, the
Middle Yarra could become a co-ordinated linear park
with a mixture of sports and informal recreation facilities
within a natural conservation area. For example, the
use of signs to give directions and explain natural {ea-
tures would help to disperse visitors over the whole of
the Middle Yarra, while creating an awareness of how to
protect the environment. Map 11 shows the various
facilities for recreation in the area.

Formal Sporting Facilities
The concept plan area has numerous ovals, two public
and three private golf courses and two private canoe

" ¢clubs, There are also seme unusual facilities such as

the fly-casting poo! in Yarra Bend Park. Facilities for ac-
tive recreation are well provided for within the concapt
plan area and are generally well maintained.

The ovals are used predominantly on Saturdays by local
sporting clubs and schools but host less games during
the week. The golf courses attract goffers from all ovar
Melbourne and the public courses are also visitad by
people walking along the rivarside. The potential for
passive recreational use of golf courses and sports
ovals could ba greatly enhanced by salectively planting
and landscaping the perimeter of sports fields and allow-
ing informal use when they are not raquired for or-
ganised activities.

The two canoe clubs attract compatitive canoeists who
use the river upstream of the Guide Dog Centre be-
causae this is the only straight stretch of the river long
enough for sprint training. They also use the river
downstream to Dight's Falls. Happily, their organised ac-
tivities do not seem to interfere with the enjoyment of
more casual canoeists.

Natural Bushland and Parkland

As part of crganised social outings in small groups or
simply by themselves, people visit the Middle Yarra to
enjoy the tranquility of its natural bushland settings.
Parks or reserves which.currently provide for passive



recreation include: Fairfield Park, sections of the Yarra
Band Fark, Coate Park, Alphington Park, Sparks
Reserva, Wilson Reserve, sections of Hay's Paddock
and Burke Road North resarve. During the week, areas
such as Studiey Park are often used by schools, scouts
and other community groups.

Yarra Bend Park covers 223 hectares and is locatad ap-
proximately 4 kilometres from the central city, close to a
large inner urban residential population. The park con-
tains most of the racreation facilities of the concept pian
area and also attracts the most paople of any place in
the concept plan area, receiving more than 400,000
visitors aach year.

The park provides a diverse rangs of recreation oppor-
tunities. The Yarra Bend Golf Course alone attracts
some 100,000 golfers per year, and the 11 sporis ovals
are well used. From September to May the bushland
area along the Yarra is extremely popular for boating
and picnics. ‘

Studley Park also aftracts visitors from all aver Mal-
bourne. The boat house and surrounding area is par-
ticularly popular, attracting some 1,800 visitors on a typi-
cal summer's waekend. During peak periods, the roads
become congésted and picnic facilities are unable to
cope with demand.

Many of the facilities suffer from overuse and access to
the park is generally poor, particularly by public
transport. Much of the bushland vegetation, including sig-
nificant yellow gum and riparian woodlands, is in a
degraded state and in urgent need of rehabilitation and
conservation works. Additional facilities need to be
devalopead to take.some of the prassure off overused
facilities.

The park is managed by the Yarra Bend Park Trust
which lacks adequate financial resources. The Trust is
currently preparing a management plan to guide future
park development works, the conservation of natural
resources, and maintenance operations.

Yarra Bend Park
The most popular natural settings within the concept
plan area are in Yarra Bend Park.

Smali parks

Smaller areas such as Willsmere Park and Wilson
Reserva mainly attract local visitors, however, the spe-.
cial botanical and ecological qualities of these places
also attracts visitors from other suburbs.

Some areas of natural bushland (which may be worthy
of nature conservation) are situated next o spors fialds.
The managemant of one area often has an impact on
the other, for example pasticidas and fertilisers used on
sports grounds can drain into adjacent wetlands. In the
past, there has also been pressurae to clear and fill bil-
fabongs so that sports grounds can expand. Recrea-
tional use should be balanced agalnst conservation
of the surrounding bushland by providing specific
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managemant prascriptions to reconclle any confilcts
which may occur.

Undeveloped. Areas

Therse ara two very large undeveloped areas. with great
potential to be developed as public open space, namaly
the area behind the National Guide Dogs Training
Centre, and a site on Burke Road, Kew. These places
have little or no system of management and tend to be
over-run by weeds. There is limited access to these
sites and in their present state, they offer lttle interest
for recreation except ta children ~axploring tha riverine an-
vironment.

—

Sz’

Retent s’tudies have found that the overwhelmingly
favoured use ot parks and open space is for passive
recreation. There is great potential in the Middle Yarra
to cater more for passive recreation: in general, places
for pichicking, nature study, cance launching and walk-
ing are limited and undardavaloped. The objectives of
this concept plan aim particularly to provide more oppor-
tunities for passive recreation throughout the area.

The ampitheatre

The amphitheatre at Fairfield Park fits into none of the
above groups, however this only highlights the unusual
and special nature of this facility. The amphitheatre is




now under separate managament and has a busy pro-
gram of evants ovar the summer. The venue is ex-
pected to be an outstanding success, unique in the Mel-
bourne metropolitan region.

The Yarra River

The river itself should not be forgotten: people boat, fish
and even swim in the Yarra. This plan aims to provide
more placas where people can get down to the water's
edge safely and without damaging the vegetation, and
to improve those landings already existing.

Co-ordinating open space facilities
The various open space areas have bean subject to
fragmented managemant and unco-ordinated planning.

Three distinct open space systeams can be identifiad of
which two involve mora than one management agency.
The largest of these systems occupies much of the
western ‘half of the concept plan-area and is dominated
by Yarra Bend Park. This system comprises the whole
of the Park (including those pants of the Park which fie
beyond the concept plan area), the open space land ad-
joining Merri Creek in the Cily of Collingwood, Fairfield
and Alphington Parks in the City of Northcote and
Willsmere Park and the proposed Chandler Park in the
City of Kew.

The other two open space systems are: Wilson Reservs
and Chelsworth Park in the City of Heidelberg; and
Burke Road North Park, Burke Road Park and Hay's
Paddock in the cities of Heidelbarg and Kew. In the

29

case of the lalter system, access betwaan them is
needed to unify what are at present, thrae component
parts separated by the river and the Eastern Freeway.

Planning for recraation in the Middle Yarra should be co-
ordinated, rather than treated as a series of unrelated ex-
arcises. The various management bodies must ensure
that their areas positively contribute to what is an ex-
tremely impartant open space system. Complementary
facilitiss should be provided, unnecessary duplication
avoided. Recraation facilities should be developad to
provide a divarse range of experiences and seftings and
they should be linked by a co-ordinated trail system.
Landscape themes should be malntalned across
management boundaries.



Chapter Five

The Iandscape

The concept plan area has some cutstanding landscape - Open Space Areas
characteristics which makae it a prime scenic asset to '

" Melbourne. Despite the variety of land uses within the ) The open spaces of the Middle Yarra range from the
concept plan area, the dominance of the natural environ- rugged waell-vegetated areas of Studley Park to the flat
ment aver the urban land uses creates a stiong and con- -playing areas of Hay's Paddock. Most areas however, (_)
sistent character throughout the valley. The special would benefit from additional planting, especially:

vistral character of the area arises from. its varied -

iandforms, misandering river, watlznds and vegetation, *  around their penmaters.

and the way buildings fit harmoniously into the . adjacent to the Eastern fraeway,
Jandscape. ‘Map 12 indicates the more noticeable ' ~
landscape characteristics of the valley. =. between parks to improve the visual fransition from

The native riparian vagetation along the river banks and one to the other,
wetland graduates into opan woodlands and fairway

- = and along the river banks.
piantations of both native and exotic species, inter- g ‘

spersed with trealess grassed areas. Introduced native Tha appearance of the golf courses would benafit from
and exotic spacies have been planted extensively in tha more co-ordinated planting schemes, parhaps based
various man-made parks and reserves in the area. around a landscape theme using either indigenous
Many introduced species are associated with historic plants or plants characteristic of the area. '

locations along the river, such as the sites of boat
houses and tea gardens, and they have aiso been
brought into the gardens of private homes.

The houses blend into the well-vegqta_ted‘_suburban
landscape and, with the exception of Willsmera Hospital
and the Amcor chimneys, the valley has no tall and in-
trusive structures. Indeed, the turrets of the Willsmere
complex are a valuable historic landmark,
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The Yarra River

The Yarra is an important visual focus throughout the
concapt plan area. The steép gorges, meanders, bil-
labongs and tall trees offer the visitor a range of exciting
views. Residential and industrial devalopmaent generally
blands into the riverine landscape and from the river ara
-. generally htddan from sight by the steep banks and river-
* 'side vegetation. Except where road bridges intrude on
1he sights and sounds of the Iandscape the river is
genarally a qumt and serana place.

The visual quality of the rivar carridor has been spailt in
the past by the.invasion of willows but tha_lr numbers
have been reduced and wattles and gums are starting to
ravegetate the banks. The proliferation of bonesead also
miars the environment of Yaira Bend Park. In the spring
the escarpments are yallow with the flowers which are
often mistaken for wattles. Control of willows, ash,
boneseed and other weeds is essential so that in-
digenous species can regenerate, gradually enhancing
the visual quality of the river. It Is vital that the river
and the adjacent vegetation be protected and, whera
necessary, enhanced to make full use of its recrea-
tion, landscape and habitat potentlat.
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Road corridors

Eastern Freeway
The Eastern Fresway is one of the most dominant

* landscape elaments in the concept plan area, bisacting

the area and forming a visual barrier. As a major
antrance to the city for commuters, it is visually excliting
route through an impressive sequence of views and
panoramas. Features of the route include the riverside
and floodplain bushland, and various landmarks-such as
the Amcor Paper Mills, Willsmere Hospital and Royal
Talbot Hospital. As motorists approach Melbourne
across Marri Creek thay are provided with views of the
city skyline and over the inner eastern suburbs.



l.andscaping should be used to scresn the Freoway
where necassary, but should not biock the long
views from the roadway.

The Fraeway has baen extensively landscapad with
traes, noise-attenuation mounds and fences adjacent to
residantial areas. it also incorporates interesting rock es-
carpments and many well-proportionad bridges.

Yarra Boulevard

As waell as providing access to rasidential and informal
recreation areas along the river, the Yarra Boulavard is
the best scenic road through inner urban Melboume.
The road curves through steep and varied landforms
and extensive woodlands close to the Yarra River: it is
an outstanding scenic roadway. A number of scenic
lookouts  above the Yarra provide panoramic views
along the river and across the valley to the city skyline
and surrounding. Metropolitan areas. In parts, the road-
way is lined with historic stone walls constructed during
the Great Deprassion. -

Howavaer, the Boulevard has a reputation as a speed
track: speading cars and motorbikes are hazardous to
slow-mioving trafiic, pedestrians and cyclists. Another .-
problem is that the intersaction of the Boulevard with
Studley:Park Road is dangerous and restricts access to
Studlgy Park. ' . _
The roadway’s roje as a scenic, recreation route
-should be maintained and enhanced, white provid-
ing safe access for local residents.
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Private and public buildings

The residential areas of the concept plan area are
generally located in well-treed settings with scenic views
of the riverine landscape. The residential areas along
the river blend with the native vegetation withaut intrud-
ing into the streamside environmaent. Elsewhere the
residential areas are unobtrusive and residents have
created a garden setting around their neighbourhoods.
These residential proparties are much sought after and

. residents should be encouraged to maintain the

character of thiz unique snvironment

Many residential areas outside the concept plan area
also have scenic views into the area and & is important
to maintain and enhance the quality of these views,

Points of reference such as Royal Talbot and Willsmera
Hospitals are major landmarks, although in some instan-
cas, sympathetic landscaping is needed to soften their
impact on the immediate environment.

Q)




PART B

The Plan and

its implementation

The concept plan began as a vision for the futura of the
Middle Yarra: a place of natural beauty in which people
can play sports, picnic. boat, cycle and walk, enjoying
the tranquility without damaging the very assets that
make the area attractive.

Analysing the various physical and cultural issues
heiped to highlight where protection is neaded and
where works or developmeant would ba beneficial, and
from this basis, the concept plan was daveloped. Any
recommendations for development and management
containad in the concapt plan are made in the context of
our vision.

The major theme of the concept plan is primarily to con-
sarve the area’s natural assets and to increase the
provision of passive recreation facilities within a sensi-
tively managed landscape. -
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The concept plan:

« recognisas the matropolitan open space significance
of the area )

= racognises the need for consarvation of significant
vegaetation and wildlife habitats

» retains and enhances the quality of the river comidor
and valley environmant

= providas for divarse recreational opportunities in a
variaty of settings :

* provides for a hierarchy of trails to link the open
spacas and to improve local access

* reinfarces the role of the Eastern Freeway asa
major scenic entry to the.city

= recognises the function and importance of the Yarra
Boulevard as & scenic roadway.

To translate the vision into action, the concapt plan
works on two lavels. Chapter 6 provides guidelines for
action in various management zones based on the mast
important issues in the area. Chapter 7 makes recom-
mendations for the managemaent of spacific sites and in-
cludes details of the trail network.

The succass of any plan deperids on how it will be put
into action. The Working Group developing this plan
comprised representativas from all the management
agencies in the area. These agancies are committed fo
both the vision and the acticns embodied in this plan
and have already acted on many of its recommendation.

The concept plan specifies where action should take
place. These actions are the responsibility of either
local councils or state government agencies. 1 also
racommaends actions that should be taken, if and when
ralevant budgets aliow. Chapter 8 looks in more detail
at how the plan could be implementad.






Chapter Six

-

Management Zones

This chapter designates management zones throughout
the Middle Yarra. The zones reflect cumrent use or
recommended future use. They guide developmant and
maintenance of saparate areas that share cartain charac-
teristics, for example, sporis grounds. Any given area
may be coverad by a numbar of overlapping manage-
ment zones, for example, Studley Park consists of the
River Course, Bushland, Parkland and Yarra Boulevard
managemant zones.

There are ten managament zones:

* Rivar Course

+  Waetlands

* Bushland

. Sports Areas

« Parkland

. Ré;idenlial and Industrial Development
= Public Facilities

» Eastern Freaway

* Yarra Boulevard

. Trail- network.

These zones are shown on Map 13.
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The River Coi:rse

The River Course Management Zone applies to the
Yarra River, the Merri and Darebin Creeks and their im-
maediate banks.

Management of the River Course will aim to ensure that:

= the ability of the river to carry floodwatars is main-
tained :

» bank erosion is minimised

* the water environment can support healthy popula-
tions of aquatic fauna

« the river environment is both attractive and suitable
for water-basad racraation.

Management Prescriptions

Periodic river maintenance works are required to ensure
that the river continues to carry flood water and remains
open for racreation use. These works include removing
snags,stabilising banks, and clearing willows, and they
ara the MMBW's responsibility.

Maintenance access should be providad at Studley
Park, Bellbird Park, Chandler Park and Burke Road
Park and should cansist of ramps to aliow trucks and
machinery to unload rivar barges. The ramps could also
be available for canoe. and kayak launching.

River maintenance works should be undertaken in a
mannar which enhances rather than daestroys the river
as a wildlife habitat. Where possible, bank stabilisation
works should not dastroy fish habitats and logs and
snags should be left.

Works such as dredging and other maintananca on the
tiver should be carried out in a way thal maintains water
quality consistent with the objectives of the State En-
vironment Protection Policy No W29 (Watars of Yarra
River and Tributaries).

Accass to the river for a variety of recreational activities
is desirable and should be developed further. Careful
design and location should aensure that damage to
banks and destruction of habitats are avoidad.



The Environment Protection Authority is co-ordinating a
program to decrease turbidity and it is hoped that im-
provad management, particularly upstream, will reduce
the muddiness of the river and the E. coli count.

In view of the limhited size and natural characteristics
of the river and to safeguard other users, general
power boating will be prohiblted except for main-
tenance and emergency vessals. The provision of
passenger ferry services between Studiey Boat
House and Chandier Park should be aliowad, but
would be subjfect to an annual permit issued by the
MMBW (and only after discussions with appropriate

Wetlands

The Wellands Zone applies to the remaining water

bodies and billabongs on tha lowlands. These areas con-
tain important habitats and are divaerse and interasting
areas for nature study.

All the biflabongs in the Middle Yarra are degraded. ftis
cbvious that these areas are capable of supporting a
much greater range of wildfite than they house at
present. Mare research is needed to find out what is

" lacking in these ecosystems and what measures would

authorities to ensure that suiftable sies are available ‘

‘for fanding stages). In addition, the permit would be
subject to restrictions over the numbar of craft, the
frequency of operation, speed and noise limits and
design requirements to snsure minimum wash.
Ferry stops {for any future sarvice) should be
provided at three points: Studley Park, Fairfieid
Park and Chandler Park. The saction downstream of
Chandler Park through to Dight's Falls will cater for pas-
sive racreation, although canoe and kayak training will
be allowed. The canoe clubs may be permitted limited
use of small power boats for teaching and training; sub-
joct to obtaining an annual permit issued by tha MMBW
which sets spead and noise limits and ensures satisfac-
tory boat design to minimise wash.

Different stretches of the river have beaen identified for
different uses, as shown on Map 14.

The stratch from Burke Road downstream to Willsmere
Park will ba reservad for passive recreation in non-
powered craft such as canoes and kayaks..

The ‘freeway strefch’ betwean Willsmere Park and
Chandler Park is ideal for conducting canoeing and
kayaking compatitions, as it is long and straight and of-
fars a clear view for spectators. A lane should be kept
open at all times along this stretch so that paople not in-
volved. in compatitions can make their way up- or
downstraam.

In addition to the four river maintenance #ccess
points, it Is recommendad that a possible further
elght cance and kayak launching ramps and stages
should be provided at: Kanas Bridge Park, Zlg 2ag
Park, Fairiea River Park, Falrfleld Park, Rudder
Grange, Willsmere Park, Burke Road Park and Wi

. sons Raserve. . : .
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help to achieve their full viability. Comparisons shouid
be made with viable and relatively untouched systems
further up the Yarra River valiey.

Management of the Wetlands Zone should aim to:

* conselve, rehabilitate and enhance existing bil-
labongs and wetland areas

» pravide oppoitunities for public education and infor-
mation.

Managsment Prescriptions

The viability of the watlands is at stake. The following
wetlands should be rehabilltated and protected:
Chandler Park, Alphington Park, Wilismere Park, Wil
sons Reserve and Burke Road Park. Ways to improve
management practices such as periodic dredging, drain-
ing and flooding should be the subject of a further
report. In some cases, silt and rubbish traps on streams
and drains running into the wetlands may be necessary.

O

As wall as measures to ensura high water quality, work
should be undertaken to rehabilitate the surrounds of
the watlands so that thay become habitats capable of
supporting a wide range of animals, birds and nauve
plants.

Public access to sensitive areas should be controlled in
a way that minimises disturbance while catering for
public education and enjoyment.

O




Bushland

The Bushland Zone applias io areas of remnant in-
digenous vegetation. These areas are valuable as
wildlife habitats, for scientific study and education, and
for thair contribution to the landscape.

Management practices in bushland areas should aim to:

+ protect and enhance areas of remnant native vegeta-
tion

* establish a continuous butfer of bushland along both
banks of the river to shield the river environment
from adjoining land uses and to provide a corridor for
wildlife movement.

Management Prescriptions

Management of the Bushland Zone should be directed
at conserving the existing vegetation and reinforcing it
with new planting. Managemant practicas should include
controlling rabbits, erosion, weeds, drainags and ac-
cass. Some areas should be fenced to aliow natural
regeneration and planting should be undertaken using
sagd collected from existing indigenous plants.

Conservatlon of this bushiand Is essentlial to the
continued existence of many animals In the urban
area.

Any gaps in the stratch of riparian vegetation should.be
identified and revegetated to establish continuity. In addi-
tion, parnticutar attention should be given to the conserva-
ticn of the Eucalyptus Isucoxylon {yellow gum) wood-
lands within Yarra Bend Park.

Whare bushland is privately owned, the owners should
be encouraged to manage the land in a manner which
maintains the corridor of rivarside bushland. A general
plant list is included in Appendix B.

A program should be developad to highlight the naturat
features of the bushland and to help people become
mora aware of the need to take care of this environmen-
tally important area. More details of this program are
provided in Chapter 9, Implamantation and Management.
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Sports Areas

The Sports Areas Management Zone applies 1o areas
used for formal sporling activities, and includas areas
davoted to golf, football, cricket, tannis, hockey and arch-
ery.

The aims of management in this zona should ba to:

* maintain a diverse range of sports facilities

* co-ordinate the provision of sports facilitias
throughout the concapt plan area

* encourage the informal use of sports facilties when
they are not being used for organised sports

* snsure that sports areas fit in with the river environ-
ment.

Management Prescriptions

To avoid compromising the river environment, sports
facilities and areas should be managed and daveloped
so that buildings and structures are not visually intrusive
and ara sympathstically landscaped, indigenous vegeta- .
tion is retained or replaced where possible and tacilities
are sitad away from the river and wetlands.

Sports facilities, in particular ovals, should be reor-
ganised 1o avoid excessive duplication,

Careful dasign, layout and screen planting of sparts
areas can make them more attractive, not only for sport-
ing use but also for informal activities. The provision of
additional sporting facilities needs to be balanced
against provisions for passive recreation, for which there
is an aver-increasing demand.



Parkland

The Parkland Management Zone applies to areas
suitable for informal recreation, such as picnicking, walk-
ing, community and family gatherings, swimming and
sunbathing. :

Tha aims of parkland management shouk be to:
» co-ordinate the development of open space areas

« develop a numbar of areas suitable for a broad
range of informal recreational pursuits, in sympathy
with the river environmeant

« improve the appearance of the river valley
= protect and enhance sites of historical value._.

Management Prescriptions
Develop Yarra Bend Park as a regional park and
develop new parks at;

* Chandler Park, behind the National Guide Dogs
Training Centre, and

+ Burke Road Park, between the river and the Eastern
Freeway, adjacent to Burke Road.

Thae following parks should ba maintained or
radaveloped to cater for increased use:

Quarries Park

Moerri Creek Linear Park
Dight's Falls

Fairfield Park

Coate Park -

Rudder Grange
Alphington Park
Sparkes Reserve -
Chelsworth Park
Witsons Resatve

Burke Road North Reserve
« Chandler Park

«  Willsmare Park

= Hay's Paddock

Co-ordination batween management agencies should en-
sure that the development of a particular area posttively
contributes to the open space system of the Middle
Yarra valley. Trails should connect the parklands-within
the river valley.

Parklands should be landscaped in a way that comple-
ments the river valley and surrounding bushlands. In par-
ticular instances, parks should be designed to incor-
porate and enhance elements such as old garden
layauts or historic buildings and warks, maintaining their
integrity.
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Residential And Industrial
Development

The areas coverad by this zone largely consist of
residential propaerties which have river frontages and the
Amcor factory and laboratory at Fairield. In these areas
the public have no access except along public roads.

The management in this zone should aim to:

« encourage land owners to ensure that thair activities
and developmants do not contlict with the environ-
ment of the valley

= preserve sitas and structures of historic significance
» saeek public access to the Yarra River.

Management Prescriptions

Private land owners should be encouraged to ensure
that their land is used and managed in the spirit of the
concept plan. The most valuable contribution that private
landholiders can make is to plant indigenous spacies on
their properties {o screen buildings, provide wildlife
habitats and generally complement the vegatation of the
valley environment. Guidelines for using indigenous
plant $pacies should be developed to help landholdars
maintain their properties in sympathy with the vallay an- -
vironment. .

O

Buildings should not be intrusive in scale or design and
should -harmoiiise with the valley environment and the
surrounding buildings. Existing bushiand should be
presearved wherevar possible.

Wheraver possible and practical, public access to the
Yarra River should be sought through efforts to gain
public ownerstip and use of the river frontage.




Public Facilities

There are a number of public facilitias within the concept
plan area including: Fairlea Prison, Fairfisld Infectiots
Diseasas Hospital, Kew Cottages, Royal Talbot Hospital
and the National Guide Dog Centre.

These facilities vary in their impact on the concept plan
area. For axample, the appearance of facifities like Fair-
field Infectious Diseases Hospital detracts from the
landscape.

The management aims of this zone should be to:

« ansure that activities and developments do not com-
promise the natural landscape assets of the valley

« preserve sites of historic significance.

Management Prascriptions

In many cases, careful scresn planting and landscaping
would help 1o integrate public facilities with the surround-
ing parks and bushlands. The scale and style of any
new buildings or structures should complement the
physical and historic environmaent. Existing bushland
should be preserved and future planting should use in-
digsnous species or rainforce historic planting pattems.

Parking areas should be re-organised so that public
facilities shara parking areas and so that thera are mini-
mal impacts on the surrounding open space. Wherever
possible, parking should be provided within the bound-
ary of the facility.
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Eastern Freeway

The Eastem Freeway Management Zone applies to one
of Melbourne's busiest major roads: traffic volumes on
the freeway exceed 60,000 vehicles per day. Due to its
location, scale and traffic volumes, the freeway is the
most dominant landscapse element in the concept plan
area, aside from the Yarra River itself.

The freeway and its surrounds need to be carefully
managed to reduce its impact on surrounding land uses,
without detracting from the scenic qualities of the route.

The management aims of the Eastern Freeway Zone
should be to:

= provide for extensive views from the carriageway
and to maintain the existing sense of entry to the city

+ improve-the environment of adjacent recreation and
residential areas by reducing the noise and visual im-
pact of the freeway.

Management Prascriptions

Future landscaping and planting should aim to batance
the need to screen the freeway from surrounding recrea-
tion and residential areas against maintaining the exlen-
sive views from the freoway. Future freeway planting
should use indigenous woodland and riparian woodland
plants or, if impractical, native plants-which are similar in
appearance. Noxious weeds shoukd be removed and fur-
thaer infestations prevented.

Additional land forming and other noise attenuation
measures should be used to protect surrounding recrea-
tion and residential areas from the impact of the freeway.

Yarra Boulevard

The aim of this zone is to manage the Yarra Boulevard
as a scanic roadway and as an access road to recrea-
tion and local residential areas.

Management Prescriptions

Traffic management of the Boulavard should endeavour
to slow traffic so that the roadway is more suited to the
requirements of local residents, recreation drivers,
cyclists and pedsstrians. The possiblity of new road-
works 1o allow safe traffic access from Studlay Park
Road to the Yarra Boulevard should be investigated.
Separate lanas should be provided for bicycles,
pedestrians and parking. Lockouts, with seats and infor-
mation signs, should be provided at key locations.

A new roadway drainage schema is needed to direct run-
off to the river, thereby reducing arosion and the spread
of weeds. Steps should ba taken to reduce [littering. Na-
tive vegetation along the road reserve should be en-
hanced and maintained.



Trail Network

A major part of this concept plan relates to planning for
a continuous trail through the Middle Yarra valley. The
Trail Network Managemant Zone is intended for recrea-
tion rather than for commuter use, and it will make it
easier for people to gat to the river and the adjoining
parklands. In time the trail through the Middle Yarra
concapt plan area will form part of a trail running
alongside the Yarra from the Port of Melbourne to War-
randyte.

Formalising the access within the Valley between

Dight's Falls and Burke Road will also help to protect
highly sensitive nature conservation areas, to which ac-
cess will be controlied. Horses and trall bikes will be ex-
cluded from the trail network.

The main aims of planning for the trail network are to:

» provide a multi-purpose main Yarra trail between
Dight's Falls and Burke Road connecting the exist-
ing Lowsr Yarra path to the city and the possible fu-
ture path to Warrandyte

* provide a natwork of local trails and pedestrians only
‘goat tracks’ to make it easier for people to move
about within the concept plan area

» link the network of trails with other existing and
proposed multi-purpose trails abutting the concept
plan arsa
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Management Prescriptions

The location of the trails should be determined by a
number of factors, including land tanure, terrain and the
location of rare vegstation communitias. The routes
selacted for the main Yarra trail and the Yarra
Boulevard Trail, along with the reasoning behind their
selection, are outlined on Map 15 and discussed in
more detail in Chapter 7.

Guidelines for siting and designing trails:

the trails should be sited away from residential areas
as much as possible, whare conflict between recrea-
tion activities can be minimised. Sites of conserva-
tion significance should be avoided

the trails should be carefully located so that they fit
in with the local area and the surrounds should be
suitably landscaped and maintained

the construction materials and colour of paths should
be compatible with the surrounding environment ( )
the trails should be dasigned to prevent motor-
cyclists and horse riders from using them. Trail su-
pervisors may also be needed. ’

bicycie lanes should also be clearly marked to en-
sure safely of those using the trails.

)




Chapter Seven

Site recommendations

To achieve the managemant aims set out in Chapter 6,
it is essential that open space development is co-or-
dinated, This is particularly important because a diverse
range of management bodies including councils, govern-
mant authorities, private corporations and individuais will
be involved over a long pariod of time in implementing
the concept plan,

This chapter discusses the continuous Main Yarra Trail
which provides access right thraugh the concept plan
area and divides the concept plan area into the areas
controlled by the four municipalities and the Yarra Bend
Park Trust. It also provides recommendations for their
managemant. The five areas are shown on Map 16. For
smaller units within these areas, detailed guidalines are
provided for implementing the aims set out in the
Management Zcnes, and for tackling the issues dis-
cussed in Part A.

Whare there are specific proposals for a particular land
unit, a plan of the proposal has been included, illustrat-
ing how the site management prescriptions have been
appliad to the development of the site. For soma of the
other units, hypothetical plans are provided to illustrate
how these these units could be developed and
managed under the concept plan.
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Main Yarra Trail

The trail was constructed by the MMBW, the City of
Northcote and the Roads Corporation of Victoria. It was
completed at the end of 1588.

The Main Yarra Trail traverses most of the management
zones and its development should be based on the aims
of sach of these zones, see Map 15.

She management prescriptions

Dights Falls to the Pipe Bridge

The main Yarra trail is connected to the Lower Yarra
and Marri Creek trails at Dights Falls via a low-lovel
bridge over Merri Craek. The bridge is located betwean
the Eastern Freeway and the confluence of the creek
with the Yarra River and provides shared access for
pedestrians and cyclists, The bridge allows direct access
into Yarra Bend Park from the existing Lower Yarra and
Merri Creek paths,

From Dights Falls, the trall runs under the Eastern
Freeway along an existing path to the Merri Creek es-
carpment. The trail then meanders along the top of the
escarpment, providing magnificent views of the city
skyline and over Merri Cresk to Quarry Park and the as-
sociated parklands. Near the Fairfieid Infectious Dis-
eases Hospital, the trail crosses Yarra Bend Road and
continues through to Fairfield Park and the Pipe Bridge,

This route was chosen in prefarence to a more circuitous
route around the river because it was the shortast dis-
tance between Dight's Falls and the Pipe Bridge and

has contact with both the Marri Creek and Yarra River. it
also avoids the need to clear riparian vegatation and
raarrange fairways as would be the case if the trail fol-
lowed the river next to Yarra Bend Gelf Course. Local ac-
cass trails should be provided within Yarra Bend Park
and Fairfield Park,

Pipe Bridge to Chandier Highway
From the Pipe Bridge to the Chandler Highway, the trail
runs up the ridge line to the proposed Yarra Boulevard



TFrail and then runs along the Boulevard to Chandler
Highway.

Chandler Highway to Wililsmere Park.

The trzil then continues under Chandlar Highway

Bridge, behind the MNational Guide Dogs Cantre and fol-*
lows the existing MMBW maintenance track to

Willsmere Park, aleng the narrow strip of land between
the freeway and the river. The freeway underpass con-
necting Kilby Road to Wilismere Park provides a connac-
tion to local access paths and the proposed Quter Circle
Linear Park.

A pedestrian and cycle bridge should be constructad
across the Yarra River fo link the open space behind the
Guide Dogs Centre with Alphington Park, and connact
the main Yarra trail with the Darebin Creek trail.

Willsmere Park to Burke Road

_Between Willsmere Park and Burke Road Bridge, the
trail continues along an existing path to Belford Road
and-crosses over into the Eastern Freeway reservation
next to Kew Golf Club. The trail runs along the Freeway
embankmaent, next to the golf course and through to
Burke Road. This alignment is a direct route from which
the Yarra River fioodplain can be seen. 1t is also directly
linked to the proposed Burke Road Park. The trail then
joins the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park via a new
pedaestrian bridge over the river near Burke Road bridge.

This route was chosen after careful examination of a
number of alternatives, on both the north and south
sides of the river. It has the advantage that it does not
require bridges in environmentally sensitive areas, with
the associated damage to vegetation and wetlands.
Some of the alternatives considerad would have in- .
- volved conflicts with the interests of private residential
land holders, whilst others wers remote from the river en-
vironment and involved the use of paths along streets.

Local paths

In addition, local access trails should be developed as
part of the upgrading of open space areas. Thay should
be located, where possible, to connect with the Yarra
and Boulevard trails and should include pedestrian-only
'goat tracks’ as weli as more formal paths for
pedestrians and cyclists. The location of these trails,
especially at Yarra Band Park, Willsmere Park and Wil-
son Reserve should be considered in the devalopment
of master plans for the respective parks.
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Collingwood area

The Collingwood area is situated on the wastarn bound-
ary of the concept plan area. It is bordered to the east
by Meri Creek and includes developed open space,
sports fields, the City of Collingwood Depot and the
SEC terminal station and easement.

The open spaces and parkiands of Yarra Bend and
Studley Parks border the suburbs of Collingwood, Clifton
Hill and Fitzroy. With development, the area has the
potential to bacome a significant recreation area for
people in these suburbs.

As part of the development of the Merri Creek linear
park, a trall has besen constructed to link the area with
suburbs upstream and to Dight's Falls downstream. A
pathway along the Yarra between Bridge Road, Rich-
mond and Dight's Falls as a Bi-centennial project, will
give pedestrians and cyclists access all the way to the
cantral city.

Future management of this area will include revegeta-
tion and consarvation works, and further provision will
be made for racreation.

Quarries unit

The Quarries Park is to be located on the formerCol-
lingwood Municipal tip site. The unit consists of Sports
Areas, Parkland, Bushland and River Course-Manage-
ment Zanes, as shown on Map 13.

Site management prescriptions

This unit should be developed to provide for passive

and active recreation in accordance with the landscape
master plan produced by the City of Collingwood, 1984,
as shown on Map 17, The following facmtles will be
provided in the park:

* arock-climbing face -
two spohs fields

* abarbeque area .

= walking tracks

* children's playgmuﬁds

* an earth mound with a lookout tower

A car park will be constructed betwsen the naw park
and the axisting Ramsdan Strest Reserve.

Ramsden Street Reserve will continue to be a sports
recreation area and any future development of it should
be based on the aims of the Spons Area and Parkland
Management Zones.

Possibilfties for development

There is a natural retarding basin where Merri Craek

nears its confluence with the Yarra. The possibility of
craating a wetland environment in this location shouid
be investigated. Access to the creek could be provided,
along with a stepping-stone crossing.

O




Merri Creek parklands unit

The Merri Creek Parklands Unit is the Collingwood sec-
tion of the Marri Creek Parklands which stretch from
Dight's Falls to Whittlesea. The unit is located between
Quarry Park and Heidelberg Road. It consists of Bush-
iand, River Course and Sports Areas Managemant
Zones, as shown on Map 13.

SHe management prescriptions
The unit will be developed as a passive recreation area.

. Tha soccar ground near Walker Strest will remain and

its surrounds will be landscaped with plants native to the
area. Picnic and playground sites need to be selected
and developad. Weed eradication is a high priority and

"the area will be revegetated with indigenous plants.

Possibilities for developmant
Access to the creek and across to the other side should
be investigated.

City of Collingwood Depot unit

The City of Collingwood Warks Depot is located south of
Rosenaath Straet and adjacent to Merri Creek and con-
sists entiraly of the Public Facilties Management Zone.

Site managemant prescriptions

The creek side of the Depot should be screened with in-
digenous species to improve the appearance of the
genaral-area. '

Yarra Bend area

The Yarra Band Area is the largest of the five
geographic areas. It is also the most significant area of
open space within the concept plan area. it contains the
river gorge, large areas of riverside vegetation (including
significant yellow gum and red gum communities), the
Yarra Bend Golf Course, the Studley Park Beat House,
picnic facilities and eleven playing fields and ovals.

It is proposed that 2 management plan for Yarra Bend
Park be prepared, based on the management zone
prescriptions and, where appropriate, the ideas for park
developmant contained in this report.

Westfield Park unit

Wastfield Park is located in the northern section of Yarra
Bend Park and is bordered by Merri Cresk, Heidelberg
Road, Yarra Bend Road and the Eastern Freeway. This
Is a particularly importart site because ideally it should
provide a positive first impression of Yarra Bend Park.

Yarra Bend Road is a major access route into the
Northcote side of Yarra Bend Park, going past the park
and crossing the freeway into the gol course and picnic
areas, The road also provides access to the Fairlea
Women's Prison and Fairfield Infectious Diseases Hospi-
tal. Car parking and access to these buildings cause
problems in and around Westfiald Park. This aspect is
discussed further under tha Northcote Area saction,

it is proposed that the park be developed and managed
as a parkland and sporting area. 1t includes the River -
Course, Bushland, Parkland and Sports Areas, Eastern
Freeway, and River Course Management Zone, as
shown on Map 13.

SHe managament prescriptions

Provide an enhanced sense of entry to Yarra Bend
Aoad 1o improve its appearance, befitting its role as a
major entrancae into Yarra Bend Park. Yarra Bend Road
could benefit from streetscape improvements such as
reinstating the avenue of trees and re-organising the car
parking around Fairfield Hospital and Fairlea Prison, The
trea planting along Heidelberg Road should also be im-
proved.

Pedestrian access to Merri Creek should be provided
and the historic path which runs along tha creek should
be reinstated. The land along the Merri Craek escarp-

.ment could be revegetated so that it becomas an urban

forest, as shown on Map 18.

Possibiiitles for Development

Two sub-units which require management action have
been identifiad in this unit. Development ideas for each
unit are outlined below,

Waestfield Arrival Park. Provide picnic facilities, barbe-
ques, adventure playground, children'’s play area, lzke,

. bush planting, signs and car parking. Develop local ac-
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cess trails and improve access to Merri Creek. Provide



facilities to control access and cater for peak recreation
pariods.

Waesifleld Recreation Park. Restructure the existing
ovals into two ovals. Provide picnic facilities,
playground, barbeques signs and car parking. Develop
extensive planting and maintain scenic view points. Pro-
vide entry gates to control access and after-iours use.

Fairlea unit

The Fairlea unit is located between tha river and the
Fairield Infectious Diseases Hospital and beside Fairlea
Womsen's Prison, adjacent to the freeway cutting. The
area beside the Fairlea Prison consists of two playing
fields and a fly-casting pool. The area behind the Fair-
field Hospital is made up of open grasslands, a
prominent stand of introduced pines and |nd|genaus :
vegetation along the river bank.

The unit includes the Bushland, Parkland, Sports Areas,
Eastern Freeway, and River Course Management
Zones, as shown on Map 13.

Sie management prescriptions

Where appropriate, the site should be revegetated with
specias native to the area. Planting should be also car-
riad out around the parimeter of the two ovals, Improved
pedestrian access should be provided to Yarra Bend
Road and into Fairlield Park.

Possibilities for development
it is recommended that two types of parkland be craated
within this unit.

Fairlea Recreation Park. The area beside and behind
Fairlea Priscn should be developed in a more structured
way, providing picnic facilities, car parking and access
to the river for launching canoes_and river maintenance
crafl. Additional planting is needed around the ovals, fly
casting pool and in the area adjacent to the river. An ad-
ditional changing room should be provided, to be shared
between those using the ovals and fiy casting pools.
Facilities should also be provided to control access and
cater for peak recreation periods.

Falriea River Park. The area behind Fairficld Hospital
should be managed as open bushland and should be
more densely planted. Local access trails should be
developed and access to the river should be improved.

Talbot umt

This unit is located batween the tiver, tha Eastern
Freeway and Chandler Highway. It includes the River
Course, Bushland, Parkland, Yarra Boulevard and
Public Facilities Management Zones, as shown on Map
13.

This unit contains significant open woodland on the -
ridge and riparian vegetation along the river banks. The
old pipe bridge into Fairfield Park is the most important
route into this area and, since the opening of the Fair-
field Boat House, usa of the area has increased. Parts
of Talbot Paint are badly eroded and trails need to be
more clearly definad to protect surrounding vegetation.

44

Map 19 provides landscape and management gurdallnes
for the future use of the unit.

She management prescriptions

As part of a general rehabilitation program, degraded
areas of Talbot Point need tc be revegetated and
erosion needs to be controlled. Uncontrolied access
needs o be restricted, with the main Yarra, trail and any
other pedaestrian trails being clearly defined to prevent
the trampling of surrounding vegetation.

Maintenance access into the area should be reor-

_ganised so that there is common access for MMBW,

SEC and Yarra Bend Park Trust vehicles.
To minimise soil erosion and improve the appearance of

‘the area, the SEC easement should be revegetated

using indigenous plants. The selection of plants and
areas suitable for revegetation requires discussion be-
tween the SEC and the Yarra Bend Park Trust.

Developmant of the unit should include scenic lookouts
with on-road parking, information signs and improved
rcadway drainage. A traffic management scheme should
be implemented to reduce vehicle speeds and increase
safety,

@

Possibllities for development

Two sub units which require management have boen
identified in this unit. Development ideas for each are
listed below and on map 19.

Talbot Poini. Provide pedestrian access to the rivar

Talbot park. Provide vehicle access, car parking, and
access control methods to manage the use of the park.
Provide picnic favilities, a scenic lookout structure and
iocal access trails.

Yarra Bend unit

The Yarra Bend unit includas the Yarra Bend Golf
Course, three playing ovals and parkland and picnic
areas. Yarra Bend Park is an extremsly popular area,
providing a diverse range of recreation opportunities.
Yarra Bend Park is linked to Studley Park by Kane's
Bridge and to Collingwood by the Roseneath Strest
pedestrian bridge. Road access is provided by Yarra
Bend Road.

The park consists of the River Course, Bushiand,
Parkland, Sports Areas and Eastern Freeway Manage-
ment Zones, shown aiso on Map 13.

O

Site management prescriptions

The streetscape along Yarra Bend Road should be en-
hanced to improve the sense of entry to Yarra Bend
Park and car parking throughout the unit should be re-or-
ganised,

A new bridge should be constructed over the Yarra to

provide access for pedestrians into the Willsmere unit. it
would replace a historic bridge which was known as the
"Zig Zag" bridge and should ba buik at height above the
river and to a design which will not impede flood waters

‘(see also Boulavard unit).




Indigenous plants should be used in any future plantings
in the Yarra Bend Golf Course.

Possibliities for development

- Six sub-units have baen identified in the Yarra Bend unit
which require management. Development ideas for each
of these are listed below and are shown on Map 20.

Deep Rock Park. Provide facilities to control vehicular
access, gates, barbeque and picnic facilities, car park-
ing, tollets, kiosk facilities and an adventure playground.
Davelop local access trails and provide additional plant-
ing. ‘ )

Sporiing Ovals. Retain existing ovals and car parking.
Provide supplementary planting to define ovals.

Kanes Bridge Park. Provide additional planting, car
parking, barbeques, picnic and play facilities. Landscape
the areato include ponds and an artificial creek bad.
Davalop local trails and improve pedestrian access to
rivar. The toilet block near Kane’s Bridge should be
renovated and improved. -

Yarra Bend Golf Course. Ranovate the club house and
kiosk, and create a paved patio araa for outdoor eating.
Provide information signs about the facilities and {ea-
tures of the park at the club house, Restructure and
landscape the car park to provide shade and 1o lessen
its visual impact from Yara Bend Road.

Future planting along fairways should consist of in-
digenous species axcept where deciduous exotic vegeta-
tion is needed to enhance the existing landscape charac-
ter of the course.

Malntenance Dapotl. Relocate the depot to a position
adjacent to the freeway boundary and make the Iayout
more efficient.

River View Park. Improve_and upgrade the vehicular
accaess and car parks and provide means to control ac-
cess. Provide picnic and play facilities. Develop local
trails and improve pedestrian access fo the river.

Studley Park unit

~ The Studiey Park unit includes the Studley Park Boat
House and surrounding parkland and also the bush and
parkland batween the Yawa Boulevard and Studley Park
Road. The unit consists of the River Course, Bushland,
Parkland and Yarra Boulevard Network Management
Zonas, as shown on Map 13,

Site management prescriptions

The possibility of new roadworks to provide safe
vehicular access from Studley Park Road to Yarra
Boulevard should be investigated. The driveway from
the Yarra Boulevard to the beat house area should also
be improved. The car park adjacent to the boat house
should be redesigned to maximise its parking capacity
and reduce its visual impact. Measures to consarve and
regenerate native vegetation, for example by contrelling
erosion and weeds, should be instituted.

Along Yarra Boulevard: make provisions for cyclists and
pedestrians; create scenic iookouts with on-road parking
and information signs; improve the road drainage; and
begin a traffic management scheme to reduce vehicle
speeds and increase safety. :

Possibllities for development _

Three sub-units which require management have baen
identifisd within the unit. Development ideas for each of .
these are listed below and are shown on Map 21.

Studley Park Boat House. Pravide for canoe launch-
ing to the south of Kanes Bridg e, provide local trails
and improve pedestrian access to the river. improve the
picnic shelter and toilet facilities. Regenerate and protect
axisting vegetation and provide maintenance access to
the river.

Galatea Point. This is an area with a particular natural
appeal, requiring special protection and enhancement. .
Provide local trails, informal picnic facilities, nature inter-

pretation signs and access to the river.

Studley Point, Provide picnic and barbeque tacilities,
toilets, lookout tower and trails of historic interest.
Develop an information cenire with commercial facilities,
lookout towaer, toilets and access to the river.

Oid Johnston Street Bridge. This sub-unit is outside
the concept plan area, but is included to show how
areas associated with the Lower Yarra River (Punt Road
to Dight's Falis) concept plan can be integrated wnh this
concept plan.

The sub-unit could be developed to provide for passive
recreation and could include protecting and revegatating
indigenous plant communities. The old bridge abutments
require special signposting. Cleared areas should be
revegetated with indigenous plants to reinforce the ap-
pearanca of the bush environment whan travelling
towards the central city along Studiey Park Road.

Boulevard unit ‘

The Boulevard unit consists of the land to the east of
tha Yarra Boulevard, adjacent to Willsmere and the land
between the Yarra Boulevard and the river, inciuding
Bellbird and Zig Zag parks, see Map 22.

The unit consists of five management zones: River
Course, Bushland, Parkland, Residential and Yarra
Boulevard as shown on Map 13,

This unit includes significant areas of riparian vegetation
and progressively changes from more open woodland to
heathland on the crest of the ridge. The Yarra Boulevard
is an important component and provides accass into two
car parks and to the residential areas to the east. The
unit connects with the northern extremity of the
proposed Outer Circle Linear Park which could bring
people to the river from as far away as Caulfield.

This unit should be managed as a major nature study
area, focussing on the rehabilitation and conservation of
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems, see Map 22.
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Site managemant prescriptions

The land adjacent to Willsmere and above the Yarra
‘Boulevard (Yarra Bouievard Park) shouid be
roevegetated using local plant species.

The land between the Yarra River and Yarra Boulevard
should be managed for bushland.

The areas surrounding the two existing car parks should
be deveioped as parkiands for picnicking and informal
recreation, to be known as Bellbird and Zig Zag parks.
The entrances of these car parks should be improved
for traffic safety. A bridge over the river for pedestrians
should be constructed to provide direct access to the
park. This bridge, which would also be part of the
development of the Yarra Bend Area, would replace a
historic bridge known as the Zig Zag bridge which was
swapt away by floodwaters. It should be constructed
above the 1% flood level so that it could withstand flood
flows without impeding them (see also Yarra Bend Park
unit).

In degraded areas, native vegetation should be
regenerated and protected. Scenic lookduts with loca-
tion signs should be constructed. Revegatation of the
unit should conform to the remnant plant communities:
heathiand on the ridges grading through woedland to
riparian vegetation at the river's edga.

Access should be restricted in the bushland betwean
the Zig Zag car park and the Eastern Freeway,
{boundad by the river and the Yarra Boulevard) to en-
sure the consarvation of significant plant species.

Possibilities for davelopmaent
Yarra Boulevard Park. Access from surrounding areas
in Kew to Yarra Band Park should be investigated.

Zig Zag and Belibird Parks. The two parks should in-
clude barbeques and picnic facilities, playgrounds,
toilets, shellers, signs and launching facilities for
canoes, kayaks and river maintenance craft. Provide
facilities to control access and regulate the use of the

* park.
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Northcote area

This area consists of the portion of the concept plan
within the City of Northcote (aside from those pars in-
cluded in the Yarra Bend Area) and includes privately
owned residential properties fronting the Yarra River,
various municipal reserves, the La Trobe Golf Club, the
Fairfield Canoe Club and the Amcor Paper Mills. The
Fairfiekd Infectious Diseases Hospital and Fairlea
Women's Prisan are also included in the Northcote area.
The varied building designs, steep river slopes, exten-
sive riparian vegetation and pockets of parkland give the
Northcote area a distinctive character.

The Management Zones for the Northcote Area are set
out on Map 13.

Fairfield Park unit

Fairfield Park is located south of Hende|barg Road and
east of Yarra Bend Road and includes sports ovals,
parklands, the lvanhoe Northcote Canoe Club, the Fair- (
field Boat House and the Northcote Outdoor Community
Theatre.

Although the unit is managed by the Northcote City
Council, Faidield Park forms an integral part of the
Yarra Bend - Studley Park open space system, and ,
should be planned and managed accordingly. The boat
hiring facilities focated in Fairfield Park and Studley Park
provide a further link batween. Faifisld Park and Yara
Bend because boat users are able to row from one boat
shed to the other, raturning by foot through the river-
side bushland. Fairfield Park also includes the pipe
bridge to Talbot Point, which will become part of the
main Yarra trail.

The unit includes the River Course, Wetlands, Bushland
and Residential and Industrial Davelopment Manage-
ment Zones.

Site managsment pnscrlptlons

Fairfiald Park will be developed in accordance with the
City of Northcote’s master plan, shown on Map 23, to
provide for sports and informal recreation. The park's
renovation and redevelopment will make it even more at-
tractive, and will reinforce its historic and natural environ-
ment. Facilities will include improved car parking and
upgraded pedastrian access throughout the park,

O

Tha plan also calls for the reinstatement of the historic
garden on the upper lavels adjacent to Heidelberg Road
and additional planting of indigenous species on tha
lower slopes near the rivar,

In addition, the master plan recommends the relocation
of the canoe ciub facilities to a better site and the con- -
struction of a wharf on the river to accommodate a river

teny.




Fairfield Infectious

Disease Hospital unit _

The Fairfield Infectious Diseases Hospital is located on
Yarra Band Road north of the Fairlea Women's Prison
and is managed by the Fairfield Hospital Board. The
Hospital is a major landmark, seen when entering the
park along Yarra Bend Road. Building works and
landscaping should be carried out in the spirit of the
aims and objectives established in the Management
Zones.

Site management prescriptions

Car parking along Yarra Bend Park Road needs to be
removed and relocated off the carriageway to improve
its appearance and to make it more useful to hospital
staff and visitors. .

Possiblliities for development

Landscaping and planting of indigenous species should
be carried out in and around the Fairfield Hospital.
Where possible, buildings should be screened by plants
to Jessan their visual intrusion on the park.

Fairlea Women'’s Prison unit

The Fairlea Women's Prison is locatad south of the Fair-
field Infactious Disease Hospital on Yarra Bend Road,
and is managed by the Department of Correctiva Sar-
vices.

The prison is a major landmark in Yarra Band Park and
is especially prominent when entering the park along
Yarra Bend Road. lts location on the major access road
into Yarra Bend Park means that future landscaping and
building works must be carried out in the spirit of the
aims and objectives established in Chapter 6, Manage-
ment Zones.

Site management prescriptions

Landscaping around the prison walls should be im-
proved using indigenous species. Car parking areund
the prison boundary is a major problem and needs 1o be
better organised to prevent cars parking on Yarra Bend
Road. The staff car park and visitors’ car park should be
relocated to a site compatible with the development of
Yarra Bend Park. '

Northceote Residential unit

This unit consists of all the privately owned residential
blocks batween the Fairfield Boat House and La Trobe
Golf Course. In this unit, the.vagetation along the Yarra
is a habitat and refuge for many birds and animals. In
some locations, the unit is visible from the site of the
main Yarra trail on the opposite bank of the river.

The Faitfield Cance Club shed in the Esplanade, is in-
cluded in the unit. The club provides private access to
the river for its membars only. Whila the club has the
facilities to provide river and boat access to community
groups, such as scouts and handicapped children, its
location poses several problems. For example, parking
is limited in the Esplanade and the steep grade of Ai-
phington Street prevents easy access.
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Possiblilties for developmaent

it is recommended that rasidents be encouraged to main-
tain the unique landscape character of the area by build-
ing sensitively sited and designed housas (and house
extansions) and by landscaping their gardens in a way
that complements the vegstation of the river environ-
ment.

Rudder Grange unit

Rudder Grange is located on the river at the end of Al-
phington Street. It was the site of one of the many boat
houses operating on the Yarra during the early part of
this cantury. The Cook family bought the site in 1904
and established tea gardens on the land soon after, in
1906 the site bacame known as Rudder Grange and
was used as a boat house and tea gardaen for the
‘Gentlemen of the day’.

In 1939 the site changed hands and became a boat
building factory. During the 1940s and 1950s boat build-
ing declined and the "Rudder Grange” building was
demolished and the site is now-a council park.

. She management prescriptions

This historic site should be developed as a local picnic
area providing accass to the Yarra. Purchase of land
should be investigated to allow access along the river
from Rudder Grange to Coate Park. Appropriate signs
should be provided to explain the history of the site.

Coate Park unit
Coate Park is located between Yarraford Avenue and
the Amcor laboratories. The unit should be developed in
accordance with the plan proposed by the City of
Northeote and shown on Map 24. The plan iliustrates
the following management guidelines for landscaping,
revegetating and generally restoring the park to its
ariginal condition. :

Site management prescripiions

Ramove blackberry bushes and revegetate with ap-
propriate plant spacies. Maintain the existing "Avanue of
Oaks". Rebuild the old garden beds and grassed path-
way and provide timber seats.

Amcor Mill and Laboratory Site unit
The main Amcor Paper Mills factory site is bordered by
Heidelberg Road, Chandler Highway, the river and Al-
phington Park. Tha laboratory site is jocated to the west
of Chandler Highway naxt to Coate Park, and both sites
have river fromages.

Possiblilties for developrent

It is recommended that Amcor acts to conserve and
maintain the distinctive riparian vegetation and
landscape quality of the area.

It is recommended that padestrian access is provided
from Coate Park to Alphington Park, under the Chandler
Highway and past the Amcor laboratory and mill.



Alphington Park unit

Alphington Park is located south of Heidelberg Road. it
is bordered by Parkview, View and Riverview Streets
and the Yarra River. Local municipal parks such as Al-
phington Park provide open space for the local popula-
tion and provide imporant public access to the rivar.

Alphington Park consists of the River Course, Wetland,
Bushland and Parkland Management Zones.

She management prescriptions

The park should be developed in accordance with the
park plan drawn up by the City of Northcote (Map 25).
The plan includes landscaping and upgrading existing
facilties.

The park, including the bowling graen and playing field,
will be upgraded and will include a new car park to the
south of the playing field. Existing paths will be
raconstructed. The bluastone wall near the drain outlet
into the Yarra will also be reconstructed.

The path south of the playing fields will be revegetated - '

and upgraded with new planting, by removing the weeds
and by enlarging and rehabilitating the existing swamp.

A new bridge over the Yarra should be built to provide
pedestrian access to Chandler Park.

Possibilities for development

Deavelop continuous pedestrian access along the river in
front of the Amcor Paper Mill and Laboratories to link
Coate Park and Alphington Park.

" La Trobe Golf Course unit

This unit consists of the private La Trobe Golf Club. The
course is located on flat, flood-prone land and has
frontages to Darebin Creek and the Yarra river.

The four golf courses in the concept plan area fulfil an
important recreation need in the community and the
courses do more than just provide facilities for golfars.
The fairways and riverbank vegetation of La Trobe .
course are important habitats and refuges for wildlife.
The vegstation and layout of the course also make the
area very attractive.

The unit consists of the River Course, Bushland and
Sports Areas Management Zonas.

Possibiilties for development

it is recommended that the Golf Club plants indigenous
spacies 1o provide further refuges and habitats for
wildlife. in some cases planting should include exotic
spacies 1o reinforce the existing landscape.

. lf fairways, greens or tees are to be moved or rebuilt,
every attempt should be made to relocate them away
from the river.
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Christian Brothers College Preparatory

School unit

The Christian Brothers College Preparatory School is lo-
cated on ths western side of Darebin Creek to the north
of La Trobe Golf Club and consists of the main school
buildings and two playing fields.

Possibliitles for development

The Christian Brothers College should be encouraged to
plant shrubs and trees around the school to improve the
general appearance of the buildings and grounds. The
school should also be encouraged to carry out ap-
propriate planting near the creek to reinforce the historic

"landscape character of the area.

)




Heidelberg area

The area consists of the portion of the concept plan
area within the City of Heidelberg. it includes privately
owned properties which front onto Darebin Creek and
the Yarra River and various municipa) reserves inciuding
the [vanhoe golf coursa, Chelsworth Park, Wiison
Reserve and Burke Road North Reserve. A number of
important wetlands are also included. The varied
landforms and extensive vegetation on both public and
freehold land, combine to create the highly scenic
landscape of this area.

The Management Zones for the Heidelberg Area are set
out on Map 13. .

Sparks Reserve unit

Sparks Reserve abuts Heidelbarg Road and the
Boulevard. It consists largely of open grassed areas and
includes chitdren’s play equipment.

The landscape of the reserve is axceptional. Mature na-
tive and daciduous exotic trees provide shade and
colour and the escarpment and surrounding vegetation
create a sense of enclosure. The adjoining private
houses and gardens blend attractively into the environ-
ment of the reserve.

The unit includes the River Course, Bushland and
Parkland Management Zones.

Sie management prescriptions

Tha park should be maintained for informal recreation.
Its development should include additional planting in
character with the existing landscape as well as paths
and additional picnic facilities.

Heidelberg residential unit

The rasidential unit consists of all the privately gwned
properties abutting Darebin Creek and the Yarra River.
The vegaetation along the watar coursas provides a
habitat and movement cormidor for animals and birds.
The area has an especially attractive landscape created
by the river, the tall trees and the steep land. Houses
are generally hidden by large gardens which merge with
the riparian vegetation.

Possibliities for development

The character of this area should be retained by ensur-
ing that future landscaping and planting are in sympathy
with the surrounding environment. Planting guidelines
should be developed for private landholders, specifying
the use of local native species wherever possible.

Future construction and renovation of houses should be
designed and located to fit in with the landscape charac-
ter of the unit. .
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Chelsworth Park - Wilson Reserve unit
Chelsworth Park and Wilson Reserve border the Yarra
in lvanhoo and are accessible by car from the
Boulavard, The unit covers a significant area of open
space and contains impaortant wetlands, riparian bush-
land and open grassland. It provides for both active and
passive recreation and Wilson Reserve, in particular, at-
tracts conservation groups from throughout the eastern
suburbs to view the varied animal and birdlife. Due to
the environmental vaiue and sensitivity of the unit, it is
an area where a ranger could provide information to
visitors and help manage the area.

Map 26 shows a possible schemae for the development
of this unit and the units adjoining to the east. The unit
consists of the Rivar Coursa, Wetlands, Bushland,
Sports Areas and Parkland Management Zones and it
has been divided into two sub-units: Chelsworth Park
and Wilson Reserve.

Site management prescriptions

Chelaworth Park is located between Irvine Road and
the Boulevard and adjcins the lvanhoe public golf
course. It contains a number of ovals and playing fields
which Heidelberg council leases to lvanhoe Grammar
School, and a set of tennis courts which are leased 1o
Chaelsworth Park Tennis Club. Public access is allowed
to the ovals and playing fields when they are not in use,
and at any time to the surrounding informal areas.

Tha park is being developed in accordance with the cur-
rent park master plan drawn up by the City of Heidel-
berg. This plan includes landscaping and improvemants
to the existing sports and informal recreation facilities.

Indigenous plants should be planted throughout the park
and around the perimeters of playing fields. Irvine Road
should bo developed as an access routa for bike riders

-and padosmans and a car park should be davelopad to

orgamso car parking in the unit.

Wilson Reserve borders the Yarmra and adjoins
Chelsworth Park. The reserve inciudes significant bil-
labongs, wetlands and native bushland. Wilson Reserve
has outstanding landscape qualities and historically sig-
niticant features such as the Ellis Stones Playground
and the lvanhoe Sea Scouts bunker. A mastar plan for
development is requirad to make sure these features
are protected and enhanced.

The sub-unit reserve should ba managed in a way that .
will improve the quality of its natural features. Parts of
the reserve have besn degraded and consequently con-
servation works are a high prierity for the area. Manage-
ment measures should include revegetation, wead
removal and other steps to ensure the rehabilitation of
the rivarside plant communities.



To improve the water quality and environmental value of
- the three wetlands, siltation ponds should be provided
upsiream on the watercoursaes that feed into the major
billabongs. Degraded billabongs should be restructured,
dredged or cleaned out and revegetated.

Some other improvements are also needed: the car park-
ing should be reorganised, pedestrian access to the
river improyed and canoe launching facilities provided.

lvanhoe Golf Course Unit

The unit comprises the lvanhoe public golf course. It is
located on fiat, flood-prone land and has a Yarra fiver
frontage.

She management prescriptions

Indigenous plants should be used in all future planting,
to enhance the wildlife refuges and habitats. In some
cases, the planting should include exotic species to rein-
torce the character of the existing landscape.

Tha practice fairways at lvanhoe Gold Course should be
restructured to provide local access to the river via a
trail network. When fairways, greens or tees are to be
moved or rebuilt, every attempt should be made 1o relo-
.cate them away from thae rivar, billabongs and wetlands.

Burke Road North Reserve unit

Burke Road North Resarve is located south of the
Boulevard adjacent to Burke Road. The unit contains sig-
nificant riverside vegetation, the Eaglemont Tennis Club
and open, grassed areas. It is proposed that the reserve
be developed and managed as informal parkland incor-
porating the tennis courts.

The unit includes the River Coursa, Bushland and
Parkland Management Zones.

Site management prescriptions

Burke Road North Reserve should be provided with addi-
tional planting to improve its appearance and improve
the general landscape. A canoe-launching ramp or plat-
form should be provided on the river, with a pedestrian
path from the existing car park. The path should be
designed so that it provides access 1o the river for the
disabled,
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Kew area

This area consists of: privately owned residential proper-
ties fronting onto the Yama River; various municipal
reserves; the Willsmere site; Royal Talbot Hospital; the
National Guide Dogs Centre; and areas of uncommitted
open space. The Eastem Freeway cuts through the

" area. It also includes Green Acres and Kew Golf Clubs,

occupying most of the southarn portlon of the Chandier
basin floodp!aln

The Managemant Zones for the Kew Area are shown on
Map 13.

Moles’worth Street residential unit

This unit is a small resikdential area located batwean the
Yarra Boulevard and the Yarra River in Molasworth
Street and River Retreat. The vegetation along the river
odge provides an attractive environment for the local
residents, and is part of the continuous riverside vegeta-
tion. ‘

The unit consists of the River Course, Bushland and
Residential Zones and the MMBW pumping station.

Possibliitlas for development

it is recommended that the character of the unlt be main-
tained by ensuring that any future building is in keeping
with the existing building scale and form. Residents
should be encouraged to use indigenous plants in their
gardens 1o reinforce the riverside vegetation and en-
hance the valley environment.

Willsmere unit
This unit includes Willsmere, Kew Children’s Cottages,
Kew Special School, Scientific Laboratories, Kew Coun-

-cil Depot, and the Hoad Corporation of Victoria's East-

ern Freeway Patrol Depot.

The former Willsmere Hospital was opened in 1872 and
was then known as the Kew Asylum. The hospital has
now been decommissioned. Current planning controls
for the area allow for residential development of much of
the former hospital grounds subject to strict environmen-
tal guidelines. The future use of the hosprtal buildings is
yet 1o be determined.

The buildings are linked historically and visually to Yarra
Bend Park and the building is a prominent fandmark in
the Yarra valley. it is also an important part of
Melbourne's heritage and is included on the Govern-
ment Historic Buildings Register. At the time of classifica-
tion the Historic Buildings Council said:

The building is a grand exarcise demonstraling a distinc-
tive and highly praised italianate design, completed and
influenced by some of Victoria's most prominent ar-
chitects of the nineteenth century.

The buildings and surrounds is the most significant com-
ponent within the unit. Future development will be con-
sistent with the objectives for the Willsmere site as out-
lined in Amendment RL €1 of the Kew Planning Schame.

o
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Poaslbillties for development

The the unit should be vegetated with native species so
that buildings and facilities are screened and softened
and the site's value for wildlife is enhanced.

Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Hospital
unit

Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Hospital is managed by a
carporate body and is located between Chandler High-
way and Yarra Boulevard on a prominent hilitop site.
The unit consists of the Public Facilities Management
Zone.

Possibllities for developmeant

. ltis racommended that additional planting with in-

digenous species be undertaken within the Hospital site.
Any future facilties and buildings should be developed
so that they do not visually intrude into the surrounding
area.

National Guide Dogs Centre unit

The National Guide Dogs Cantre borders the eastarn
side of Chandler Highway south of the Yarra River.
Managed by the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association of
Australia, the centre is located next to the proposed
Chandler Park.

The unit consists of the Public Facilities Management
Zone.

Possiblilities for development -

A ‘buffer area’ of suitable plants should be established
between the kennels of the centre and the proposed
Chandiar Park to minimise disturbance to the dogs.

Other landscaping and screen planting using indigenous
plants should be provided wherae it will help minimise the
visual impact of the centre.

Chandler Park Unit :

The Chandler Park unit is located between the Guide
Dogs Centre, the Eastern Freeway and the Yarra. The
park is Crown Land and the City of Kew is appointed as

-a Commitiea of Management. At prasent it is un-

developed and daegraded, and access 1o it for recreation
is poor. Howevar, the park contains areas of riparian
vegatation, wetlands and cleared grassiands and has
the potential to bae developed for informal racreation.

The park consists of the River Course, Bushland, Wet-
lands, Parkland and Eastern Freaway Managemant
Zonss, ses Map 13.

Site managament prescriptions

A master plan for deveiopment of the park as an infor-
mal recreation area should be developed along the lines
shown on Map 27.

Future development of the site needs to take into ac-
count the requirements of the adjoining Guide Dogs ken-
nals. The kennels need to be kept isolated to prevant
disturbance to the dogs and so a buffer area of suitable
plants should be established between the kannel area
and the new park.
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Car access should be provided from Chandler Highway
and car parks should be provided.

As part of the main Yarra trail network, cycle and
pedestrian accass should be provided through tha park,
and a pedestrian bridge should be constructed over the
river to link Chandler Park with Alphington Park and the
north eastarn section of the concept plan area. It should
be constructed at a height which would not impeda flocd
waters or risk fiood damage to the bridge.

Watlands should be restored and conserved, and plant-
ing next to the freeway should be undertaken. Planting

should screen the freeway embankments while also ai-

lowing for views from the freeway over the floodplain.

Willsmere Park Unit

The Willsmere Park unit falls into two sub-units divided
by the Eastern Freeway and Kilby Road. Willsmera Park
lies on the northern side of the freeway and can be
reached from Kilby Road via a tunnal under the Eastern
Freeway, and from Willow Grove. Hyde Park lias to the
south of Kilby Road adjacent to a linear open space
leading from Victoria Park to the concept plan area.

The main features of Willsmere Park are a playing field,
natural riverside bushland and a significant billabong,
which is one of the few ramaining on this stretch of the
river. Hyde Park consists of open parkland and is used
for recreation by nearby residents.

The unit consists of River Course, Wetlands, Sports
Areas, Bushland, Parkland and Eastern Freeway
Management Zones.

Slte management prescriptions

Wilismare Park shouid be developad in accordance with
the master plan developed by the City of Kew, to pro-
vide for passive and active recreation activities, while
consetving the unique bushland and wetland area. The
master plan is shown on Map 28, and genaerally
provides the following management guideiines:

» Ali replanting in the park should be carried out using
indiganous plants. )

* The billabong and surrounds should be managad
with the aim of restoring a near-natural community of
indigenous aquatic and terrestrial plants to provide
habitats for native animals and waterfowl. At present,
stormwater drainage appears to concentrate pol
lutants in the billabong. Some managemant of the
waterflow through the billabong may therefore be
neceéssary fo ensure acceptable water quality. During
droughts, water should be pumped to the billabong
from the Yama to maintain a water body sufficient to
atiract water birds.

» Planting should be carried out adjacent to the .
fresway to screen embankments, but should also
allow for views from the freeway over the surround-
ing floodplain.



Hyde Park, to the south of the freeway and Kilby Road,
is linked to Willsmere Park via the freeway tunnel. kt is

well maintained and should be landscaped to reinforce

the existing landscape charactar.

Possibllitias for development

Thaere is a proposal to install training lights around the
hockey fields in Willsmere Park. Howaver, only two of
the three proposed lights should be installad to limit il-
lumination of the northern and of the billabong and con-

sequent disturbance to wildlife. The lights should be baf-

fied and directed to limit the spill of light to the billabong
and adjacent rasidences.

The long term future of the playing field should be inves-
tigated to determine opportunities for relocating them
slsewhere in Kew and retuming this land to passive
recreation.

Green Acres and Kew Golf Clubs Unit
This unit consists of two private golf clubs: Graen Acras

. and Kew. Both are located on flat, flood-prone land and
have Yarra River frontages. The embankment of the
Eastern Freeway forms the southern boundary of Kew
Golf Course.

The unit consists of the River Course, Bushland, East-
ern Freeway and Sports Areas Management Zones.

Possibilities for development

It is recommended that, in general, the golf clubs plant
indigenous spaciss to improve the wildfife refuges and
habitats. in some cases, planting should include exotic
spacies in order to reinforce the existing landscape char-
acter, aspecially in Graen Acres Golf Course.

Planting adjacent to the freeway should screen embank-
ments while at the same time allowing for views from
the freeway out over the surrounding floodplain. if fair-
ways, greens or tess are to be moved or rabuilt, every
attempt should be madse to relocate them away from the
river billabongs and other wetlands. The golf clubs
should also rehabilitate and conserve billabongs and
wetlands to maintain and improve their value for wildlife.

Kew Galt Club should be encouraged to provide public
access from Burke Road Park to the billabong on its
eastarn boundary.

Burke Road Unit

Burke Road unit is located on the west side of Burke
Road betwean the Eastern Freeway and the Yarra
River. The unit contains riparian bushland, significant
wetlands, the MMBW pumping station and the SEC ter-
minal station site.

Much of the unit has no system of management and, al-
though it contains significant billabongs and riparian
vegetation, the unit is degraded and weed infested,
especially by blackberries. Future management will im-
prove access, while protecting and improving the natural
environment,
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Four sub-units have been identified requiring manage-
ment actions to contribute to the daevalopment of the
overall unit.

The unit includes the Eastern Freeway, Wetlands, River
Course, Public Facilities, Bushland, Parkland and Sports
Areas Management Zones, see Map 13.

She management prascriptions

Burke Road Park. it is proposed that the sub-unit be
developed as a local park. Map 29 shows possibilities
for development.

Access into the park should ba controlled and the park
should be rehabilitated by removing weeds, replanting,
maintaining and conserving the wetlands. As pan of the
Yarra trail network, a pedestrian bridge over the Yarra
should link the unit to Burke Road North Reserve.

State Electricity Commission Terminal Station. tt is
planned to have the Kew Terminal Station established
by the late 1990s to provide power supply at 66 kV to
the surrounding suburbs. ‘The terminal station will be lo-
cated within this unit -as shown on Map 29 and a con-
cept for the layout of the facility is shown on Map 30.

)

The terminal station has baen sited and will be designed
to take account of the foliowing requiremants:

* minimising the visual impact of the station equipment
. when viewed from Burke Road, the Eastein Freeway
and the Yarra River banks

* maximising the opportunities for public use of the ad-
jacent river frontage :

* minimising the impact on the floadplain,

The visual impact of the facility will be reduced by
generous land forming and by revegsetating areas dis-
turbed during construction with indigenous plants. The
construction of the terminal station will provide vehicle
access from Burke Road and limited parking for recrea-
tion access.

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Pump- C)
ing Station. The MMBW pumping station is located ad- ~
jacent to the Eastern Freeway. Public access should be
provided to any land not used by the oparational require-
ments of the MMBW and the land should be

revegetated with indigenous plants.

Fossibilities for development

Burke Road Park. Visitor facilities should be providad,
including trails, picnic facilities, barbeques, and shelters.
A canoe launching ramp or platform should also be
created and pedestrian access improved.

Burke Road Bifiabong. Burke Road Billabong is owned
by Kew Golf Club and is reserved as proposed public
open space under the Melbourne Metropolitan Planning
Scheme. The billabong and its surraunding vegetation
are significant wetland habitats, and the bushland set-

- ting, water and wildlife together create a highly scenic

landscape.
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Rehabilitating and consarving the billabong as an impor-
tant watland rescurce should be encouraged. Some
wead removal and revegetation will be necessary. A bird
hide should be constructed and public access pravided
to enable people to study the wililife.

Hays Paddock unit .

Hays paddock is located south of the Eastern Freeway
on the eastern boundary of the concept plan area. The
unit is being developed by the City of Kew. It will pro-
vide for active and passive recreation in a setting charac-
teristic of the original Yarra valley, that is, one
dominated by red gums, small creeks and billabongs.

The unit consists of the Eastem Freeway, Bushland,
Parkland and Sports Areas Management Zones.

Sie management prescriptions

The unit has been developed in accordance with the
Park Master Plan developed by the City of Kew. The
area contains an oval, multi-purpose sports ground, arch-
ery range and play ground. ft includes the conservation,
in near natural states, of Glass Creek and other water
bodies. Indigenous plants have also been planted along
the banks of Glass Creek and in surrounding areas.

There should ba a local trail fram the Main Yarra Trail at
Willsmere Park to Hay's Paddock which should cross
the Eastern Freeway on the Belford Read bridge, and
then follow the local street system to connact with exist-
ing trails in Hays Paddock.

From Hay's Paddock, the trail should follow the local
street system 1o the open space areas under the Burke
Road Bridge. This trail should then continue through an
existing drainage culvert under the Eastern Freeway to
an open space area in the City of Camberweli betwaen
the Yarra river and the freeway. From this area the
local trail should continue to the Main Yarra trail in
Burke Road Park.

Outer Circle Pathway

It is proposed that any future pathway which may be lo-
cated adjacent to or within the boundary of land oc-
cupied by the Walter and Eliza Institute be constructed

-in such a way that any visually intrusive effects on the in-

stitute are minimised. The work should incorporate ex-

tensive tree planting to create a buffer betwean the path-

way and the Institute.
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Yarra Boulevard trail

The Yarra Boulavard trail should be located on the river
side of the Boulevard. The river will be visible from most
parts of the trail and there are some outstanding views
across the valley. As well as making it easier ta get
down to the river at various points, the trail should link
up with local trails and the proposed Outer Circle Linear
Park and would provide access from Kew to the main
Yarra trail on the north bank of the river, see Map 15.

A continuous trail close to the water within Yarra Bend
Park, is not feasible for this section of the river, due to
the steap escarpments and the impact that the construc-
tion of the trail would have on the sansitive vegetation
and erodible soils.

The Yarra Boulevard trail would be an alternative scenic
and racreation route to the main Yarra trail and should
connect to the main trail near the Fairfield pipe bridge
and at Chandier Highway. it should connect to the
Lower Yarra concapt plan area at the Studlay Park
Road underpass, and meet up with the lower Yarra trail
at Collins footbridge. The trail should also cross the river
into Yarra Bend Park via the proposed ‘Zig Zag' bridgs,
which would connect the area of the two un-named car
parks 1o the area behind the Yarmra Bend Park main-
tenance depot.
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Chapter Eight

Implementation

This chapter kooks at ways of implementing the concept
plan through priority pregrams, funding and manage-
ment arangements.

Priorities for implementation

The main initiatives of the concept plan are aimed at:

« conserving the significant vegetation and wildlife
habitat

* racognising the metropolitan open space significance
of the area ‘

= protecting and enhancing the quality of the river cor-
ridor and valley environment

= providing for diverse recreational opportunities-in a
variety of settings

» providing for a hierarchy of paths to link open space

systems and to improve local access

= reinforcing the role of the Eastern Freaway as a
major scenic entry to the City

» jeinforcing the function and importance of the Yarra
Boulevard as a scenic roadway.

The 'rnajor recommendations contained in the Summary
outline the plan’s proposals and Table 1 indicates the
priority for their implementation.

The most urgent pricrities for action in the Middle Yarra
are to rehabilitate and conserve its natural assets, espe-
cially:

= the Yellow Gum open woodland community in Yarra
Bend Park

= the wetlands at Chandler Park, Wilson Reserve,
Willshere Park and Burke Road Park
» the Merri Creek escarpment in Yarra Bend.

Befare these tasks are under taken, it is imperative that
management plans be prepared for the specific areas.
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. These plans should be based on the objectives con-

tained in this concept plan and should be prepared in
consulation with state and local government agencies,
and the community.

At Yarra Bend Park, a committee established to prepare
a management plan has already undenaken preliminary
community consultation. The commitiee expects a draft
plan to be available for public comment in late 1990.

High priority should also be given to:

» devaloping local parks near Chandler Highway and
Burke Road

* continuad dsvelobment of the Quarries, Fairfield and
Willsmere parks and Wilsons Reserve,

* constructing the Yarra Boulevard trail and connecting
it to major regional pathways such as Merri Greak,
Darebin and the Outer Circle linear Park.

Funding

The cost estimates shown on Table 1 include both
management prescriptions and possible ideas for
development. Thay include items for: barbeques, signs,
shelters, toilets, picnic tables, car parks, playground
aquipmant, access to the river and canoe-launching plat-
forms. Also included are costs of revegetation: the con-
tro] of weads, rabbits, erosion, access and drainage and
both regenaration and planting of seedlings. The cost-
ings are only indicative but provide a basis for compar-
ing and assessing the costs of each component.

The estimates exclude the cost of constructing the main
Yarra trail and the cost of river maintenance which is a
continuing function of the MMBW, separately budgeted.

Funding is critical to the success of the proposals out-
lined in this concept plan. Funding has already been
made available for tha main Yarra trail from the .
1986/1987 Capital Development Fund. The preparation
of the Yarra Bend Park Management Plan is funded by
the Department of Conservation and Environment.
Other miscellaneous projacts have gained funding from



the Community Employment Programme or are included
in the works program budgets of governmant authorities
and councils.

The cost of implementing the complete range of manage-
maent proposals and ideas for development outlined in
this concept plan is between 15 and 25 million dollars
and it is clear that works need to be staged over many
years so that this amount of money can be budgeted.

The funding of particular projects should bs bassd
on thelr conservation priority and whether they func-
tion as regional, district or local resources,. Regicnal
resources include the Merri Creek parklands, Yama
Bend Park, Fairfield Park, and Yarra Boulevard, District
level rasources include Quarry Park, Chandlar Park, Wil-
sons Reserve, Chalsworth Park, Willsmere Park, Burke

Road Park and Hays Paddock. Local resources include

Coate Park, Rudder Grangs, Alphington Park, Sparkes
Reserve and Burke Road North Reserve.

Whila the availability and sourcas of thesse funds havo
not yet been finally established, the concept plan out-
lines a vision for the future, an important first step in
gaining funds. it is now the responsibility of the various
land managers to secure tha necessary.funds,

There are a number of possible sources of funds includ-
ing:

State Government and Local Councils
Development proposals of local significance should be
included on tlja works programs of the ralevant
authorities and councils and budgetad accordingly.
Projects of State and regional importance can be funded
through the normal State budget processes.

Private Enterprise

There may be an opportunity to encourage private
enterprise to enter into co-operative projects in a similar
way to the Townscape Program fostered by the Vic-
torian Department of Planning and Urban Growth. In this
program a registration of interest is called for and a co-
operative funding arrangement negotiated with the inter-
ested party. In return, the interested party gains ex-
posure to the broader community through discreet adver-
tisements of their product and/or service.

Voluntary Labour
At the present time, there are a number of volunteer
groups active in the concept plan area, such as:

Friends of the Marri

Collingwood Residents Association

Friends of the Yarra

Studley Park Conservation Society Ltd
Studley Park Progress Association

= Willsmere Action Committse

= Kew Natural Environment Group

« Australian Trust for Conservation Veolunteers
+ Chelsworth Park and Riverland Protection League
« Warringal Consarvation Society

= Heidelberg Conservation Groups Coalition

* Hoeidelberg River Flats and Billabongs Protection
Group

These groups of dedicated volunteers are a valuable
source of expertise and local knowledge and it is recom-
mended that their efforts be encouraged and co-or-
dinated.

Community information

An information program should be prepared which will
explain the major features of the diffarent management
zones to visitors to the Middle Yarra. The program
should desctibe:

= the natural and cultural history of the area
« the river and its environment

* management actions and objectives. (\}
Exparience elsewhare has also shown that an interest- -
ing and effective program about available facilities and
about the anvironment can reduce vandalism, misuse
and overuse of facilities: people are less likely to cause
damage whan they have an interest in the area and can

" understand its significance.

- This program could also halp to distribute visitors away
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- from areas which are popular and over-used 1o other,

less-used places. This is especially true when visitors
can be informed of facilities of which they were pre-
vicusly unaware, for example, newly developed parks.
Appendix C contains guidelines for developing com-
munity information programs.

Management responsibilities

At present, there are a number of land owners or agen-
cies involved in managing the area:

0

* The Cities of Heidelbarg, Collingwood, Northcote
" and Kew

* The Dapariment of Conservation and Environment
= The Melboume and Matropolitan Board of Works
* The Yarra Bend Park Trust -

» Private landholders

* Management committees associated with the private
golf clubs and

* various State Government agencies occupying land,

While the Department of Planning and Urban Growth
and the Depantment of Conservation and Environment
have responsibility for strategic planning of the area,
they do not have management responsibilities. How-
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avar, it is essential that planning be co-orainated closely

* with managemaent.

The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has a num-
ber of rasponsibilities including the maintaining and im-
proving water quality. The EPA is also responsible for
formulating State Environment Protection Policies and
has accordingly gazetted State Environment Protection
Policy Number W 29 (1 984) Waters of the Yarra River
and Tributaries.

The Department of Conservation and Environment owns
and administers land within the concept plan area and
has wide ranging responsibilities with respect to soil
srosion, fisherias and wildlife.

The MMBW is responsible under various pieces of legis-
lation for ensuring that the drainage function of the river
and flood plain is maintained. The MMBW is also respon-
sible for controfling water-based uses of the river under
MMBW By-Law No 125 (River by-Law). The Board has
established the Middle Yarra Advisory Committee to pro-
vide it with advice on issues conceming the river be-
twaen Dight's Falls and Warrandyte,

Co-ordinated Management

The Concept Plan Working Group considered that axust-
ing management arrangements were genarally ap-
propriate and agreed that it was not necessary to list a
range of possible management options or to make
recommendations as to which body should manage
specific sites. The proposed Burke Road Park is the

“only exception: this area is currently managed by

various agencies including the Roads Corporation of Vic-
toria, the Department of Conservation and Environmant,
the SEC and the MMBW. I is proposed that the MMBW
or the Department of Conservation and Environment
manage this area either as an extension to the Yara
Valley Metropolitan Park or as a separate entity.

Regardless of who actually manages any particular
area, it is essential that the managemant of open space
throughout the concept plan area is co-ordinated so that
a full range of recreation facilities and settings is
provided without excessive duplication and to ensure
that development between public and private facilities is
compatible.

it is also essential that developments both up and
downstream of the concept plan area are co-ordinated.
The Middle Yarra must be viewad as a relatively small,
albeit important, part of cne long Yarra Valley
Metropolitan Park that will eventually link the city with
the Mount Lofty area beyond Warrandyte. It is recom-
mended that the question of management co-ordination
for the concept plan area and for the graater linear park
be the subject of further investigation.

Access for the Disabled

Design and construction of facilities should cater for the
needs of disabled people. Key access areas should
have spacial provisions in accordance with the QOutdoor
Access for All manual
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Monitoring

* A natural environmant monitoring program should be es-

tablished by the MMBW, EPA, DCE and various land
managers to identify threatening degradation processes
and institute remedial measures.

Park Rangers

it will be necassary to employ Park rangsers to manage
the significant conservation, recreation and landscape
resources of the area effectivelyand to control damaging
activitias such as trail-bike riding, off-road driving and
rubbish dumping. Rangers could also redirect visitors
away from over-used areas, contribute to the information
program and provide sacurity in opan space areas.

The Yarra Bend Park Trust has engaged a park ranger
for spacific work within the park. The potential for
employing additional rangers within the Concept Plan
area should be subject to a further investigation be-
tween the MMBW and councils

Ancillary management

Within the Middie Yarra thers are a number of voluntary
or "ad hoc’ groups whose objectives ofter opportunities
for voluntary management of spacific sites or duties.
The possibility of mobilising such groups should also be
investigated.

Statutory controls

The area covered by the concept plan lies within the Col-
lingwood, Kew, Northcote, Haidelberg and Cambarwell
planning schemes. Each council is responsible for the
administration and enforcement of its own planning
scheme.

These planning schemes contain special overlay con-
trols - Skyline Area, Streamside Environment Area and
Floodway Management Area, which complement the
concept plan. Thase three controls are called cvarlay
controls because they apply in addition to the usual plan-
ning schame zones.

Skyline Area controls the height of buildings and works
in areas which may affect the visible skyline as viewed
from the river or river banks. Generally in residential
zongs or on reserved land, buildings and works exceed-
ing a height of 6 metres (which is the approximate
height of a 2 storey house) will raquire a permit, whilst
in other zones such as industrial zones, a permit will be
requirad for ali buildings and works.

Streamside Environment Area controls are designed
to protact and enhance the environmentally sensitive
areas along the Yarra Rivar as a combined visual, con-
sarvation, ecological and recreational resource. The
provisions of the Streamside Enviranment Araa are
similar to those of the-Skyline Area conirol, but includes



additional controls relating to the removal of trees, con-
servation of historic features and construction of recrea-
tion facilitias.

Floodway Management Area controls are designed to
ensure that any buildings or works proposed within the
racognised floodplain of the Yarra River are compatible
with acceptable standards of sound floodplain manage-
ment.

Within the Floodway Management Area a permil is re-
quired to construct buildings and works on the land be-
side the Yarra which falls within the 1 in 100 year
floodplain. ’

- Administration of the Planning Controls
All planning controls are administerad by the councils ex-
cept when the council is the proponent or the land is
ownad by the council. In these instances the Minister for
Planning and Urban Growth is the Responsible Authority.

If an application relates to land in a Ficodway Manage-

ment Area, the responsible authority must seek the com-
ments of the MMBW prior to any determination, The
-MMBW may tell the Responsible Authority in writing that:

+ It does not object to the granting of a permit

* |t doas not object if the permit is subject io condi-
tions specified by the MMBW.

* |t objects 1o the granting of the permit on any
. spaecified ground
The Responsible Authority determines the application
having regard to;
+ comments of the MMBW

= any submissions received |

* any significant effects which the Responsible
Authority considers the proposed use or develop-
mant may have on the enviranment. '

The Responsible Authority must refuse the app!icaﬁon if
the MMBW cbjects.
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Appendix A

Members of the Working Group

Working Group

City of Collingwood
David Mullholland

City of Northcote
Cr. Michael Jermyn and successively Cr. Fred
Davies

City of Heidelberg
Cr. Bruce Skeggs

City of Kew
Cr. Jill O'Brien

Department of Conservation and En-

vironment
Doug Miller

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works
Anne Whittenbury

Middle Yarra Advisory Committee and
Yarra Bend Park Trust
Terry Lanham

Department of Planning and Urban

Growth _
Dr Colin Leigh, Chairman .

Concept Plan Project Team

City of Northcote
Eric Jackson, Town Planner

City of Heidelberg

Michael Jensen, Town Planner and
successively Ashley Russell, Landscape
planner

City of Kew
John Waugh, Town Planner

Department of Conservation and En-
vironment
Andrew McCutcheon, Landscape Planner

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works
Ann Allworth, Environmental Officer

Peter McKay, Engineer

Department of Planning and Urban
Growth

Peter Townsend, Project Co-ordinator
Will McCutcheon

Emile Kyriacou

Roger Cumow

Kevin Jackson

Robert Gluyas

Wendy Jacobs

Carlotta Kellaway

Susanna Bryceson .
Graphics by Land Information Branch and
assisted by

Heather Worland

Thomas Patradoon

" Michael Loftus-Hills and
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Appendix B
Indigenous plants of the Middle Yarra
and appropriate sites for planting them

LARGE TREES — 18 metres or more

Eucalyptus camaldulensis River Red Gum XXt X

Eucalyptus macrorhyncha Red Stringybark X
Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box XX
Eucalyptus microcarpa Grey Box XX
Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box X{X]|X
Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum ; X| X]| X
MEDIUM TREES — 10-18 metres

Acacia dealbala Silver Wattle X| X X X
Acacia implexa Lightwood X X| X
Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle X| X X X
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood X| X[ X X
Eucalyptus leucoxylon Yeliow Gum X1 X X
Eucalyptus ovata Swamp Gum X1 X X
SMALL TREES — 5-10 metres

Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattie Xl X] X
Casuarina littoralis Black Sheoak Xt X X
Casuarina siricta Drooping Sheoak X X1. X
Exocarpus cupressiformis Wikl Cherry XI X| X
Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperback Xt X X X

from: Plants of the Merri Creek

(A guide to Indigenous Vegetationof the Merri Creek
Valiey and Melbourne Northern Suburbs).

prepared by the Merri CreekCoordinating Committee.
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L ARGE SHRUBS — 2.5-5 metres

Acacia paradoxa
Acacia retinodes
Acacia verticillata
Banksia marginaia
Bursaria spinosa
Callistemon paludosus
. Cassinia acuteata
Cassinia longifolia
Gynatrix pulchella
Hakea sericea
Hymenanthera dentala

Leptospermum lanigerum

Pomaderris aspera

Hedge Wattle
Wirilda

Prickly Moses
Silver Banksia
Sweet Bursaria
River Bottlebrush
Common Cassinia
Shiny Cassinia
Hemp-bush

Silky Hakea

Tree Violet
Woolly Tearee
Hazel Pomaderris

SMALL SHRUBS — less than 2.5 metres

Acacia acinacea
Coprosma quadrifida
Correa glabra
Daviesia ulicifolia
Diltwynia juniperina
Dodonaea cuneala
Epacris impressa
Eutaxia microphylia
Goodenja ovata
Grevillea rosmarinifolia
Hakea nodosa
Myoporum viscosum
Parahebe derwentiana
Persoonia juniperina
Pimelea glauca
Pimelea iinifolia

Sambucus gaudichaudiana

Sofanum laciniatum

Gold-dust Wattle
Prickly Currant-bush
Rock Cofrea

Corse Bitter-pea
Prickly Parrot-pea
Wedgedeafed Hop-bush
Common Heath
Eutaxia

Hop Goodenia
Rosemary Grevillea
Yellow Hakea
Sticky Boobialla

"Derwent Speedwell

Prickly Geebung
Smooth Rice-flower
Slender Riceflower
White Elderberry
Kangaroo-apple

WOODY GROUNDCOVER AND CLIMBERS

Acrotriche serrulala
Alriplex semibaccata
Bossiaea prostrata
Calystegia sepium
Clematis microphylla
Einadia hastata
Einadia nutans
Enchylaena tormentosa
Kennedia prostrata
Pimelea humilis
Rubus parvifolius

Honey-pots

Berry Saltbush
Creeping Bossiaea
Large Bindweed
SmaiHeaved Clematis
Saloop

Nodding Saltbush
Barrier Saltbush
Running Postman
Dwarf Rice-flower
Smalldeaf Bramble

’
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TUSSOCK HABIT
Agrostis avenacea
Chloris truncata
Danthonia caespitosa
Danthonia penicillata
Danthonia racermnosa
Dianella laevis
Dianella revoluta
Dicanthium sericeum
Echinopogon ovalus
Lomandra filiformis
Lomandra longffolia
Microlaena stipoides
Poa australis

Stipa variabilis
Stypandra glauca
Themeda australis

BULBS AND TUBERS
Bulbine bulbosa
Dichopogon strictus
Diuris pedunculata
Drosera peltata

Drosera planchonii
Thysanotus tumberosus
Velleia paradoxa
Wurmbea diocica

Blown Grass
windmili Grass
Common Wallaby Grass

-Slender Wallaby Grass

Wallaby Grass

Pale Flaxdily
Black-anther Flax Lily
Silky Biue Grass
Hedgehog Grass
Wattie Mat+ush
Spiny-headed Mat-ush
Weeping Grass
Tussock Grass
Variable Spear Grass
Nodding Blue-Lily
Kangaroo Grass

Bulbine Lily

. Chocolate Lily

Golden Moths
Pale Sundew
Climbing Sundew

- Common Fringe- Lily

Spur Vellela
Early Nancy

HERBS — rosette or creeping habit

Acaena ovina

Ajuga australis
Brachycome aculeata
Cheilanthes tenuifolia
Convolvulus erubescens
Dichondra repens
Eryngiurn rostratum
Galium gaudichaudi
Geranium solanderi
Glycine tabacina
Helichrysum apiculatum
Pleurosorus rutifolius
Pratia platycalyx

Ptilotus spathulatus
Ranunculus lappaceus
Rumex brownii

Stellaria pungens
Veronica calycina
Wahlenbergia communis

Sheep's Burr
Austral Bugle

Daisy

Rock Fern

Pink Bindweed
Kidney-weed

Bilue Devil

Rough Bedstraw™
Austral Crane's-bill
Variable Glycine
Common Everlasting
Blanket Fern

Salt Pratia
Pussy-ails
Australian Buttercup
Slender Dock
Prickly Starwort
Hairy Speedwell
Tufied Bluebell
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AQUATIC AND WETLAND PLANTS

Azolla spp.

Carex appressa

Carex inversa

Cotula coronopifolia
Cyperus rotundus
Cyperus sanguinolenius
Eleocharis acuta
Eleocharis sphacelata
Juncus cae Lpiticius
Lemna minor i
Myriophyllum elatinoides
Phragrites australis
Potamogeton ochreatus
Potamogeton rricarinatus
Schoenus apogon
Scitpus antarcticus
Scirpus fluviatilis
Triglochin procera

Typha orientalis

Azolla -

Tall Sedge

Sedge
Water-buttons
Nut-grass
Flat-sedge

Common Spikesush
Tall Spike-rush
Grassy Rush
Common Duckweed
Water M'ifoil
Common Reed

" Blunt Pondweed

Floating Pondweed
Common Bog<ush
Club-rush

Marsh Club-tush
Water<sibbons
Bulrush
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Appendix C

Guidelines for development under the

concept plan

Revegetation

Revegetating stream banks and denuded areas such
as those in Yarra Bend Park with indigenous vegeta-
tion will be a difficult task. Revegetation schemes will
need to use a variety of techniques including natural
regeneration, direct seeding and planting of seedlings.
These techniques will need to be designed specifically
after careful assessment of the site conditions,
availability of resources and funds. Each technique will
require a combination of the following:

+ rabbit contr_ol

"« weed control

» controlled burning

» erosion control, including ripping/tyning and spread-
ing brush muich or sitnilar material

» drainage works, especially off Yarra Boulevard
+ soil preparation such as deep ripping
+ access control by using paths and fencing

+ public education, for example, by using information
signs

» seed collection
» seed treatment prior to spreading

« growing seedlings
Seed and plant selection should be based on in-

digenous plant distribution, see Chapter 4 and Appen-
dix B for details.

Park Buildings and Furniture

Park buildings and furniture are important elements in
the design of co-ordinated open space systems. Build-
ings such as toilet blocks and picnic shelters and park
furniture such as seats, litter bins, picnic tables, lights,
bollards, fences, signs, landing stages, paths, gates
and similar items all contribute to the cohesive design
of parkland. It is proposed that two broad categories of
furniture be designed 1o give identity and character 1o
the open space area.

The first calegory would be the furniture associated
with the main Yarra trail which shouid be consistent for
the entire fength of the Yarra River. Furniture in this
category would include direction, location and informa-
fion signs.

The second category relates to specific sites and in-
cludes parks such as Yarra Bend Park, Quarry Park

and Willsmere Park for example. Buildings and furni-
{ure within these parks should be individual and form a
distinctive appearance and theme characteristic of the
park. Such themes could be based on heritage, natural
environment, or river characteristics.

All buildings -and furniture should be vandal-resistant,
durable, easy to maintain and inexpensive.

-Commuhity information

Some features which are suitable as subjects for
education and information programs include: the Yama
River, wetlands, wildlife habitats, geologicai sites, and
the numerous historical sites and structures. Some of
the aspects which could be looked at are outlined
below. '

Yarra River

An educational program about the river could look at its
importance as a major waterway, the Chandler storage
basin and the flood history of valley. it could also
describe the valley's importance as a wildlite corridor,
enabling a great diversity of species, (particularly bircs)
to trave! from the Upper Yarra regions to within clese
proximity of Melbourne.

Wetlands

The role of the wetlands of the Chandler Basin, includ-
ing the billabongs at Willsmere Reserve, Chelsworth
Park, Chandler Park and Burke Road Park as retarding
basins and as significant wildlife habitats and could be
interesting subjects for community information and
educalion programmes.

Habltats

The concept plan area includes many different taunal
habitats. The wetlands are just one of these habitat
types: other major types include the riparian com-
munities and the open woodlands and grasslands.
These very different habitats, and the species found
within them, would make ideal subjects for education
programs.

Geology

Several sites within the concept plan area are already
used for geology excursions by schools and teriary
colieges. The effect of the geology on the landform of
the valley, in particular the creation of the Fairield
Gorge and the Chandler Basin, wouid be worthy sub-
jects for an education programme.

Historlcal Sites

Numerous sites within the concept plan area are living
examples of the historic link this area has had with
water-based activities. An education programme could
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concentraie on these sites 1o emphasise the theme of
water-based activity. Other programs could look al the
aboriginal occupation of the area or the use of sig-
nilicant sites by institutions such as Willsmere Hospital
and Fairlea Prison, and could relale these aspects to
the overall development o! Melboume.

Providing information

Direction and location signs are needed 1o show

visilors where various parks and areas of interest are,
and what facilities are available. Other information
signs describing points of significance {(such as plant
species) or management problems (such as weed in-
festations) can help visitors understand the pressures
on a natural environment in an urban area.

Leaflets and brochures can be especially useful in
poinling out features of interest throughout a given
area. Publications could include leaflets indicating fea-
tures along walks in the area, and bird ang plant lists.

A park visitor centre would be a valuable resource in
the Middle Yarra.. it could house displays, provide
maps and publications and be a place where park
rangers or guides could be available to give advice and
information. '

A guide service such as is used in some National
Parks and the National Gallery could be developed for
the Middie Yama because many of the local residents
are keenly interested in its care and development.
Guides could lead visitors on walks through areas of
particular interest, identifying natural features, natural

processes, historic items and highlighting particular

management problems and urban impacts.
it is recommended that all these methods be used to

_provide an effective information program. Efforts should

be made to co-ordinate the programs throughout the
Middle Yarra so that the information provided by each

manhagement body contributes to the overall under- ‘

standing of the area.
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COATE AVE

APM. LABORATORIES

MAXIMUM FLOOD LEVEL

-
e e b e A

COATE PARK

CITY OF NORTHCOTE

Map 24

(1) REMOVE BLACKBERRY BUSHES (9) CLEAN UP ENTRANCE TO UNDERGROUND DRAIN
(2) CLEAN UP AREA AND RECREATE CONSTRUCT FLOWER BED
ROCK GARDENS.
@) RESTORE ENTRANCE

@ RECREATE OLD ROAD
(2 NARROW EXIST ROAD TO 3-5m

(4) RESURFACE EXIST ROAD
(5) FORM GRASSED PATHWAY

(6) CONSTRUCT PATHWAY AND STEPS

(7) CONSTRUCT FOOTBRIDSE (5 PROPOSED TOILET BLOCK /CARE TAKERS STORE
(Not in scheme)

PROPOSED DRAIN . 0-6-"8e

@3 REBUILD GARDENS BEDS
PROVIDE TIMBER SEATS
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Map 28

"WILLSMERE PARK

CONCEPT PLAN
SHORT TERM ACTION

PREPARED BY THE CITY OF KEW

wp—==3n» RIVER YARRA TRAIL
——  MAIN PATH

BUSH PATH

« Gamle b melres
For RS

D AT
o S 3 DG gy B
(o \7 o

r--k----.o.--.u-uo----. -k‘-] * 4
1| 2

() = .
8 1 ab r
- A ™Il
m s m' 2 Gno-b'b'..sg

RAITERN BREE WAY

PARK AMENITIES AREA - Preserve openness ang vistas. Limited new planting.
FREEWAY EMBANKMENT AREA - Supplement existing planting.
ACTIVE RECREATION AREA = - Improve drainage. Reconstruct training lights. (<L)

BILLABONG CONSERVATION AREA - Supplement existing indigenous vegetation {espaciatly undersioreyl. )
Discourage accessibility to east arm of billabong. Remove weedseexofics.

RIVER, BUSHLAND, PARKLAND AREA - Supplement existing vegefation as necessary. Strengthen parkedges.
' Develop river activities area!1}.Remove weeds and exotic species.

— L
'.,_:}' Unrestricted access to billabong banks —==—=> Preserve ground level views to waler
{8 Discourage access to billabong banks memmendp-  Praserve visfos

000 Supplementary tree planting{schematic) - Indigenous - mainly those no longer presént
FeR®. Supplementary shrub planting (schematic) - understory planting of indigenous species - mainly those
] Remove hawthorns from WILLOW GROVE area ‘ no longer present.
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