DPCD South West Victoria Landscape Assessment Study | Significant views
1.8

Lake Keilambete

1.8 Lake Keilambete
Significant Viewing Locations
Character Type

1

The Western Volcanic Plain

Character Areas
visible in view

1.9

Southern Lakes & Cones
The view contained by the sloping walls of the crater

Lake Keilambete is an almost circular lake with startling
blue waters that provides a stunning foreground for
Mount Noorat on the horizon. A small interpretive sign
denotes this significant viewing location.
This is a short range view, that is predominantly
contained within the crater of the lake. The extents of the
view is described in the view cone on the map opposite.
Views to the west and south/west are actually blocked by
shelterbelt planting on site.

Mount Noorat centred in the view on the horizon

Overall View Significance Rating: Regional
A detailed significance assessment is provided over the
following pages.

Striking blue water
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Scoria mining on the tuff ring
© 2013

Logo is at twice the size for the footer

DPCD South West Victoria Landscape Assessment Study | significant views
1.8

LAKE KEILAMBETE

Viewshed Map: Lake Keilambete
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Aesthetic Values
Aesthetic Values
Source

Description

Aesthetic Values Rating Considerations (i.e.
exemplary, iconic, scarce)

Level of
Significance

Composition (structure)

Survey

Lake Keilambete is not immediately discernible to the eye, as it nestles in a
deep crater. Where Keilambete Road edges the lake, views are predominantly
blocked by dense roadside vegetation. A break in the vegetation on the south
western edge opens up to reveal the sparkling blue water of the lake. From
this point cleared, grassy banks slope down to the water’s edge and the
almost perfectly circular formation of the lake is visible. The view is contained
within this deep recession, with the raised sides (or ‘tuff’ ring) blocking
outward views. Mount Noorat is centred in the view on the horizon.

There are a number of spectacular marrs
(volcanic lakes) on the western plains, however
it is rare that the almost perfectly circular
formation is as evident to the viewer at ground
level as it is in this location.

High (Regional)

Composition (visual
qualities)

Survey

The stunning, deep blue-green colouration of the water of the lake is one of
the most striking features of this view. The blue colour seems to glow from
within the waters of the lake, unlike some of the broader and shallower lakes
in the region that tend to reflect the colours of the sky. The straw coloured
pastures that edge the lake provide a high level of contrast that exacerbates
this colouration.

There is an exemplary balance in the components
of this view. The vivid color of the water in the
lake is rare.

High (Regional)

The perfectly circular formation of the lake and the presence of Mount
Noorat in the centre of the lake on the horizon give this view a remarkable
balance. Scoria mining on the tuff ring has scarred the south eastern edge of
the marr.
Overall Aesthetic
Significance Rating
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Regional

© 2013

Logo is at twice the size for the footer

DPCD South West Victoria Landscape Assessment Study | significant views
1.8

LAKE KEILAMBETE

Other Cultural Landscape Values
Other Values
Social Value

Source

Description

Desktop
Research

Alan Marshall told stories of learning to swim in Lake
Keilambete in his 1955 novel “I Can Jump Puddles.”
This viewing location is included in the Alan Marshall
Discovery Trail.

Interpretive
signage
(survey)

Environmental
Value
Cultural Values
Significance Rating
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The waters of the lake have a high mineral content
and are believed to have healing qualities.

Survey

Improved directional signage and interpretive
information could enhance the visitor experience.

Survey

The viewpoint allows appreciation and understanding
of this exemplary volcanic landscape and its social
history.
Regional
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Other Cultural Landscape Values
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Source

Description

Desktop
Research

Information about the viewing opportunity at Mount
Blackwood is available, despite it not being a formal
lookout, and it is one of the visitor attractions of the
local area.

Survey

Formalisation of Mount Blackwood as a viewing
location with signage, basic amenities and
interpretive information, would assist in the
appreciation of the rich heritage of the surrounding
landscape.
Local-Regional
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2.2 lal lal Falls
Significant Landscape
Character Type

2

The Uplands

Character Areas
visible in view

2.5

Plateaus and Gorges

A small viewing platform has been created to capture the
view of the Lal Lal Falls, located in a small scenic reserve
alongside the Gorge.
The images opposite describe the predominant extents of
the view.

Overall Significance Rating: Regional
A detailed significance assessment is provided over the
following pages.

Lal Lal Falls by Andrew Thomas

Lal Lal Falls by Charles Troedal c. 1864

Lal Lal Gorge by Andrew Thomas
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LAL LAL FALLS

View of the Gorge from the first viewing platform in the Scenic Reserve.
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Aesthetic Values
Aesthetic Values

Composition
(Structure)

Source

Description

Aesthetic Values Rating
Considerations (ie. exemplary, iconic,
scarce)

Level of
Significance

Survey

This viewing platform is located to display numerous features of the Lal Lal Gorge that make
it such a visually compelling landscape. The platform is situated on the edge of the Gorge,
above a tumble of rocks below, and captures a sweeping horseshoe shaped bend in the deeply
incised cleft.

The picturesque waterfall, and deeply
incised gorge is an iconic feature of the
region.

High
(Regional)

The deep Gorge, exposed basalt and
movement of water over the Falls
combine to create landscape feature that
is exemplary within the regional context.

High
(Regional)

The Falls at the south-western edge of the Gorge provide a visual focus, and the eye is drawn
across the sweeping bend of the Gorge as it disappears out of sight around another twist. The
flat surface of the surrounding plain is visible to either side of the Gorge. Mount Buninyong is
present as a distinctive volcanic cone rising on the horizon.

Composition (visual
qualities)

Survey

The depth that the Gorge cuts into the surrounding landscape is an impressive feature, which
is highlighted by the contrast between the surrounding flat, agricultural plain and the deep,
weathered textures of the basalt columns that line the walls and edges of the Gorge. The
tumbling waters of the Lal Lal Falls provide a picturesque focus for the view. These are subject
to seasonal variation, from powerful flows that are dispersed over the rocky cliff face, to
more sedate trickles that flow languidly through pools of water below. This variation creates
additional drama and interest in the view.
This view, and the Falls in particular, have been a focal subject for numerous artists and
photographers.

Overall aesthetic
Significance Rating
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Regional
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LAL LAL FALLS

Other Cultural Landscape Values
Other Values
Social Value

Cultural Values
Significance Rating
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Source

Description

Desktop
Research

The Falls and Gorge have been depicted innumerous
works of art. They were a scenic destination valued
for the picturesque aesthetic that was favoured in the
1800s.

Survey

The Lal Lal Falls are a popular tourist destination
within the region and for day trippers from
Melbourne. There are many walking trails around the
Falls and the Gorge.
Regional
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