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10 July 2017 

 

SUBMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS STATEMENT – WEST GATE TUNNEL 
PROJECT 

 

The Concerned Locals of Yarraville (CLoY) formed in 2015, as a group of residents who were 

concerned about the local impacts of what is now deemed the West Gate Tunnel project.    

 

This response to the EES focuses upon 6 key areas of concern: 

1. Truck bans 

2. Air pollution 

3. Noise pollution 

4. Management of the construction process and impacts to residents living above 

tunnel  

5. Concerns of Hyde St residents 

6. Impacts to Stony Creek and Hyde St Reserve 

 

1. Truck bans 

 

The proposed full time truck bans on Francis St, Somerville Rd, Buckley St and Moore St are very 

much needed to improve the health and amenity of local residents and are very welcome. 

 

Trucks travelling from the Spotswood industrial precinct should not have exemptions to 

the truck bans on Francis St.  The EES clearly outlines an alternate route for these vehicles, 

which is only 200 metres longer and far more appropriate given its use of non-residential streets.  

CLoY notes with extreme disappointment that Hobsons Bay City Council is calling for an 
exemption for these trucks on Francis St.  This is not necessary given the alternate route 

proposed within the EES, and we ask the Government to maintain full truck bans on local streets 

with adequate policing to ensure enforcement. 

 

Further, we ask the Government to enforce truck bans for Williamstown Rd, with truck numbers 

expected to roughly double given the project forecasts (from approx. 2000 trucks a day between 

Geelong Road and Somerville Road, to around 4,000 in 2031).  Williamstown Road runs through 
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busy areas of Yarraville, Seddon and Kingsville.  There are schools, shops and other local areas 

of interest located on Williamstown Road.  High numbers of cyclists and pedestrians – many of 

them school children – use this road.  In addition, a childcare centre has planning approval from 

Maribyrnong City Council for location on the corner of Francis St and Williamstown Road.  Whilst 

we note the inappropriateness of this location for a childcare centre (and particularly given that 

outdoor playspace is proposed as rooftop) we urge the Government to protect the health of these 

children by implementing truck bans on Williamstown Road.  This is particularly important given 

that diesel exhaust is a known carcinogen.  Truck bans on Williamstown Road are required to 

improve the health and safety of all local residents regularly using Williamstown Road as a 

main arterial through our suburbs. 

 

We also urge the Government to implement truck bans on Millers Road, Altona and 
Hudsons Road, Spotswood.  It is important that all citizens of the Inner West are protected as 

far as possible from the negative health effects of truck pollution.  “Fixing” some rat-runs through 

the proposed truck bans should not result in new, negative effects to other residential streets.  

CLoY maintain that there is little point in building a tunnel connection to the port if trucks 

are not required to use the tunnel.  Truck bans on local roads are the only way to ensure 

that trucks will not rat-run on our local streets.  Truck bans are the only way to ensure that 

the freight industry uses the expensive infrastructure that is being built to better connect 

the Port of Melbourne. 
 

2. Air pollution 

 

This project must meet world’s best practice in terms of filtration of toxic and carcinogenic 

emissions pollution.  The lack of air filtration for the West Gate Tunnel is simply not 

acceptable.  The EES states that improvements in vehicle technology are more effective than 

filtration in improving air quality.  Whilst this may be the case, we know that the truck fleets 

servicing our areas are ageing and often times not well-serviced.  This places undue reliance on 

the freight industry to embrace and adopt new technologies to ensure better air quality for the 

residents of the Inner West.  We believe that the provision of better air quality is a role for 

Government, not to be blithely hand-balled to an industry reliant on market forces and 

largely unanswerable to the negative externalities it produces.  We request the 

Government provide world’s best practice air filtration systems for the West Gate Tunnel.  

This will better protect tunnel users and residents living in close proximity to tunnel 

ventilation stacks. 
 

We also request the Government undertake comprehensive and rigorous baseline testing 

of ultra-fine particulate matter.  Whilst the epidemiological evidence for the risk of ultra-fine 

particles is not yet unequivocal, it is important that all steps be taken to ensure the long-term 

health of local residents is not negatively impacted as a result of this project.  
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3.  Noise pollution 

 

We request that noise barriers be installed along the entire length of the West Gate 

Freeway.  These barriers should be installed adjacent to both residential and recreational land.  

This relatively inexpensive cost outlay has the potential to significantly improve the health and 

amenity of those living, working and playing adjacent to the freeway. 

 

4. Management of the construction process and concerns of residents living above 

the proposed tunnels 

 

We request a clear and transparent process by which residents who are being impacted 

during construction can have their concerns addressed. This is particularly relevant to 
residents in the southern ends of Hughes St and Banool St Yarraville area who have been 

singled out as likely to feel vibration during the tunneling process. The EES highlights that 

residents may need to be vacated from their property during construction due to excessive 

vibration. We expect a clear and transparent process for this regarding who is responsible for 

supporting and arranging this action. We require a timely and considerate response to any 

concerns expressed by any individual regarding impacts during construction. Whilst this concern 

is specifically related to the impacts from tunneling, this concern is equally applicable to all 

residents along the West Gate Freeway corridor during the construction of the West Gate Tunnel. 

 

5. Concerns of Hyde Street residents 

 

A relatively small number of residential properties located on Hyde Street will be subject to a 

significant increase in truck traffic as a direct result of this project.   A voluntary buy-out scheme 

was proposed for the superceded West Gate Distributor project.  Whilst the alignment of the 

ramps has changed from those proposed under the West Gate Distributor project, the increase in 

truck traffic as a direct result of the West Gate Tunnel project remains significant and 

unconscionable.  CLoY urge the Government to offer a fair and transparent buy-out scheme 

to those residents of Hyde St who wish to take it up. 

 

6. Minimising all impacts to Stony Creek and Hyde Street Reserve 

 

Impacts to Stony Creek and the Hyde St Reserve must be minimized at all stages during 

construction.  Any damage to this delicate eco-system is not acceptable to the community, 

especially after the hard work done by the Friends of Stony Creek and Maribyrnong City Council 

in rehabilitating this area into an open green space – of which we have a significant lack of in the 

inner west. Construction work sites and routes must be selected to minimise impact to the 

community and environment. 
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Furthermore, concern exists regarding the landscaping plan at Hyde St Reserve considered as 

part of the project. The proposed landscape plan, which is a landscaper idea, is not consistent 

with the Maribyrnong City Council (and Friends of Stony Creek) master plan. The community plan 

is more aligned towards that of a wild urban park, which has tree plantings and mounded earth 

with indigenous riparian plants. Any works in this area needs to be done in conjunction with local 

stakeholders – not independently – and be consistent with the broader community master plan 

and expectation. 

 

 
 
Scott Ellerton 
Concerned Locals of Yarraville 
  


