
The Vinifera Floodplain Restoration Project (Vinifera 
project), Nyah Floodplain Restoration Project (Nyah 
project) and Burra Creek Floodplain Restoration 
Project (Burra Creek project) are part of the Victorian 
Murray Floodplain Restoration Project (VMFRP). 
They are the next steps in Victoria’s response to the 
declining health of high-value floodplains due to river 
regulation and the future effects of climate change.

The location of the three sites is illustrated below.

PUBLIC COMMENT INVITED
Environment Report – Vinifera, Nyah and Burra Creek projects 
(ER Central package) 

The former Victorian Minister for Planning decided 
under the Environment Effects Act 1978 (EE Act) 
that the Vinifera, Nyah and Burra Creek projects 
did not require the preparation of an Environment 
Effects Statement, subject to conditions that require 
preparation of an Environment Report to assess 
potentially significant environmental impacts and 
intended benefits of the projects.
A delegate of the Commonwealth Minister for the 
Environment determined the Vinifera, Nyah and 
Burra Creek projects are each a ‘controlled action’ 
requiring assessment under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) (Commonwealth), as they are likely 
to have significant impacts on listed threatened 
species and communities.  They are being assessed 
by the State using the accredited assessment 
process of an Environment Report under the EE  
Act. Before they can proceed the projects each require 
approval under the EPBC Act. 
An Environment Report has been prepared for the 
Vinifera, Nyah and Burra Creek projects to examine 
environmental impacts and intended benefits of each 
project.
This notice is provided pursuant to the EE Act and 
EPBC Act.

Draft Planning Scheme Amendment
A draft Planning Scheme Amendment (PSA) to the 
Swan Hill Planning Scheme has been prepared for 
the Projects.  It seeks to apply the Specific Controls 
Overlay and an Incorporated Document, to facilitate 
the use and development of land for the projects, and 
to enable associated removal of native vegetation for 
construction of project infrastructure. The draft PSA 
would remove the need for individual planning permit 
applications.
The draft PSA will be exhibited with the Environment 
Report as Attachment IV. You may make a submission 
or provide comments about the draft PSA, by making 
a submission on the Environment Report (see below).

Project descriptions
The Vinifera project is located on the western 
side of the Murray River in the Nyah-Vinifera Park, 
approximately 25km north of Swan Hill in the north-
west region of Victoria, between Swan Hill and Nyah. 
The Vinifera project would involve works to facilitate 
inundation of up to 350ha of significant floodplain 
located at the northern and southern end of Vinifera 
Creek.
The Nyah project is located on the western side of the 
Murray River in the Nyah-Vinifera Park, approximately 
30km north of Swan Hill in the north-west region of 
Victoria, between Nyah and Wood Wood. The Nyah 
project would involve works to facilitate inundation of 

approximately 488ha of high ecological value Murray 
River floodplain.
The Burra Creek project is located on the western 
side of the Murray River between the rural localities 
of Piangil and Kenley. It is located approximately 25km 
north of the township of Nyah, 50km north-west of 
Swan Hill and 60km south-east of Robinvale in north-
west Victoria. The Burra Creek project would involve 
works to facilitate inundation of approximately 403ha 
of high ecological value Murray River floodplain.
The VMFRP is being implemented as part of Victoria’s 
obligations under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, and 
the project objectives for VMFRP flow from the Basin 
Plan objectives and outcomes. Lower Murray Water is 
the proponent of the Nyah, Vinifera and Burra Creek 
projects.
Additional approvals
Further to those discussed above, several approvals 
under other legislation are required for the projects. 
These include:

• Cultural Heritage Management Plans (CHMPs) for 
each project;

• A range of secondary approvals, including a ‘Permit 
to take protected flora from public land’ under the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act).

How to access the Environment Report and 
exhibited documents
The Environment Report and draft PSA are now 
available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Written submissions can be made between Monday 
30 January 2023 and 11.59pm on Friday 10 March 2023.
All documents are available to read and download at 
www.vmfrp.com.au
Hard copies will be made available at the following 
locations during the exhibition period: 

• Lower Murray Water, 73 Beveridge Street, Swan Hill, 
3585

• State Library of Victoria, 328 Swanston St, Melbourne 
3000 

• Robinvale Library, 88 George Street, Robinvale 3549
Please note the Environment Report is a long 
document and we encourage the use of electronic 
versions.
For those who cannot access either the physical or 
electronic sites to view the Environment Report and 
draft Planning Scheme Amendment, hard copies of 
specific documents may be requested by emailing the 
Proponent on info@vmfrp.vic.gov.au 
or by calling 1800 808 830.
Information pack
You can request a free information pack which 
includes:

• USB loaded with the complete Environment Report 
and proposed Planning Scheme Amendment

• Printed Summary Document 
To request an information pack, email the Proponent 
on info@vmfrp.vic.gov.au or call 1800 808 830.
Drop in sessions
Drop-in sessions will be held by the Proponent at the 
following locations and times:
• Monday February 20, 2023 from 2pm to 4pm, 

Robinvale Library, 88 George St, Robinvale.
• Monday February 20, 2023 from 6pm to 8pm at 

Nyah Recreation Reserve
• Tuesday February 21, 2023 from 9am to 11am at 

Lower Murray Water, 73 Beveridge Street, Swan Hill
• An online information session will be held 

Wednesday February 22, 2023 from 6pm to 7pm. 
Register your attendance via info@vmfrp.vic.gov.au

How to make a submission
Anyone can make a submission. Submissions must be 
made in writing and be received by 11.59pm on Friday 
10 March 2023. Online submissions are preferred and 
can be lodged via the Engage Victoria website: 
https://engage.vic.gov.au/VMFRP-SIAC-ER-Central

Each submission will be treated as a submission 
on the Environment Report and draft PSA. Only one 
submission is needed to address your views about the 
projects, their effects and the relevant documents. 
You do not need to make separate submissions about 
the Environment Report and the draft PSA.
All submissions must state the name and address 
of the person making the submission. Petitions 
will be treated as a single submission and only the 
first names from a petition will be registered and 
contacted. Pro-forma submitters will be registered 
and contacted individually if they provide their contact 
details. However, pro-forma submitters who want to 
be heard will be encouraged to present as a group, 
given their submissions raise the same issues.
Submissions will be treated as public documents and 
will be published on the Engage Victoria website. Do 
not include personal information in the body of your 
submission (such as your email address or phone 
number) or photos of people, particularly children. 
Your submission and your name will be made public.
If you are unable to lodge a submission online, 
contact Planning Panels Victoria (PPV) through the 
Customer Call Centre on 136 186 (select option 6)   and 
request a hardcopy submission coversheet. Hardcopy 
submissions must be accompanied by a signed 
coversheet for privacy reasons. 
SIAC process
The former Minister for Planning has appointed a 
Standing Inquiry and Advisory Committee (SIAC) to 
consider the proposed Victorian Murray Floodplain 
Restoration Projects, including the Vinifera, Nyah 
and Burra Creek projects. The SIAC will review the 
Environment Report, the draft PSA, and public 
submissions. It will consider the environmental effects 
of the projects in accordance with terms of reference 
issued by the Minister. 
The SIAC is expected to conduct a roundtable forum 
to enable the key issues to be discussed and explored.  
Lower Murray Water (the proponent), Traditional 
Custodians, key agencies and submitters will be 
able to participate in the roundtable. If you want to 
participate in the roundtable, you will need to first 
lodge a submission, and indicate on the submission 
form that you would like to be heard at the roundtable. 
The roundtable will be held after the exhibition period, 
in either the week commencing Monday 10 April or 
Monday 17 April 2023. The roundtable   is expected to 
run for approximately 5 days.  
The SIAC may hold a Directions Hearing before the 
roundtable, to issue directions about the conduct of 
the roundtable and the exchange of information in the 
leadup to the roundtable. Further information about 
the roundtable will be published closer to the time on 
https://engage.vic.gov.au/VMFRP-SIAC-ER-Central

Further information
About the Project:
Lower Murray Water PO BOX 1438, Mildura 3502 Call 
1800 808 830 or email info@vmfrp.vic.gov.au
Webpage - www.vmfrp.com.au 
In relation to making a submission or the SIAC and 
hearing process: Planning Panels Victoria
Phone: 136 186 (select option 6) 
Email: VMFRP.SIAC@delwp.vic.gov.au
About the Environment Report assessment process:
Impact Assessment Unit, Department of Transport 
and Planning
Email: Environment.Assessment@delwp.vic.gov.au
Webpage - 
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/environment-
assessment/browse-projects/projects/nyah-vinifera-
and-burra-creek-floodplain-restoration-projects


