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REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978 

 

 

Title of proposal: Echo Mineral Sands Mine  

 

Proponent: Iluka Resources Limited  

 

Description of project:  

Iluka Resources Limited proposes to develop the Echo Mineral Sands Mine in an area 

approximately 30 kilometres southwest of Horsham.  The new mine would be established as 

a satellite to Iluka’s existing Douglas Mine site in Western Victoria.  The total mine life, 

including pre-stripping, ore mining, transportation and rehabilitation is estimated at three 

years, with mine construction forecast to commence in early 2009. 

 

Decision: 

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not 

required for the Echo Mineral Sands Project as described in the referral accepted on 31 

January 2008, subject to the following conditions:  

 

1. An environmental report, which may build on the content of the referral 

documentation, is to be prepared by the proponent to describe the potential 

environmental effects of the project and their proposed mitigation and 

management.  In particular, the report is to address the following:  

i. Potential project effects on the surface and groundwater hydrology of the 

site and adjoining areas, in the context of potential ecological 

consequences, as well as proposed mitigation measures; 

ii. Potential project effects on the ecology of local wetlands and associated 

habitat for protected native fauna, including the Brolga; 

iii. Potential project effects on protected terrestrial species and communities, 

including Buloke trees within the Plains Woodland community and 

associated habitat for the Red-tailed Black Cockatoo; 

iv. Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management Framework, including 

application of the avoid-minimise-offset principles; 

v. Potential project effects on Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

2. The environmental report, once completed to the satisfaction of the Department of 

Planning and Community Development (DPCD) in consultation with the 

Department of Sustainability and Environment, is to be exhibited for public 

comment for a minimum of 20 business days.  If practicable, the exhibition is to 

occur in conjunction with a public notice under applicable approvals legislation.    

3. Both the environmental report and submissions received in response are to be 

provided to inform decision-makers under applicable legislation. 
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Reasons for decision: 

It is concluded that an EES is not warranted subject to the above conditions, for the following 

reasons: 

 

• The effects of the project on land uses, human communities and cultural heritage are 

unlikely to be regionally significant, having regard to the extent and duration of the 

proposed mining, the current agricultural setting, as well as opportunities for 

avoidance, mitigation and offsetting of adverse effects; 

• Potential effects on hydrology, water environments, biodiversity and other related 

matters would are unlikely to be so significant in terms of magnitude, extent, duration 

and/or complexity as to warrant detailed scoping, investigation and public review as 

part of an EES process; and 

• An environmental report prepared by the proponent to a suitable standard could 

provide an adequate assessment of the environmental implications of the project and 

their proposed management, to inform public review and decision-making. 

 

Date of decision: 17 April 2008 

 

 

 


