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REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978  
 
Title of Proposal: Yallourn Combined Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) Power Station 
 
Proponent:  TRUenergy Pty Ltd 
 
Description of Project: 
 
TRUenergy Pty Ltd proposes to develop a gas-fired power station in the Latrobe Valley, 
approximately 1.5 kilometres northeast from the township of Yallourn North and 3.5 kilometres 
west from Moe.  The proposed 1000 megawatt power station (a development footprint of      
8.5 hectares) and associated 500 kilovolt electrical switchyard (a development footprint of    
3.0 hectares) would be constructed on the existing Yallourn Power Station site.  The power 
station would use a closed-cycle turbine technology to provide base-load power to Victoria’s 
electricity grid via a connection to the 500 kilovolt Hazelwood-South Morang transmission 
lines.    
 
The proposal also includes the development of a new gas pipeline (approximately                 
6.5 kilometres in length), from the existing Longford to Dandenong Gas Pipeline to the power 
station site, and a new overhead 500 kilovolt transmission line (approximately 10 kilometres in 
length) to connect the proposed switchyard to the existing Hazelwood-South Morang 
transmission lines.  Two potential corridors for the transmission line are being investigated: an 
‘easterly corridor’ with a connection point to the electricity grid at Tyers; and a ‘northerly 
corridor’ with a connection point at Tanjil South. 
 
Decision: 

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is 
required for the proposed Yallourn CCGT Power Station project, as described in the referral 
accepted on 4 June 2010. 
 
Reasons for decision: 

(i) While development of the proposed power station on the previously developed site 
would involve a relatively low potential for significant environmental effects, the project 
as a whole has a clear potential for significant environmental effects, in particular: 

 the effects of the linear infrastructure components (gas pipeline and transmission 
line) on native vegetation, protected species of flora and fauna, the Latrobe and 
Morwell Rivers environs, Aboriginal cultural heritage and rural land uses; and 

 the effects on air quality from operation of the power station in the context of current 
emissions in the region. 

(ii) Further investigation of the potential linear infrastructure alignments is needed, 
particularly to assess how adverse effects can be avoided and/or minimised. 

(iii) An EES process would enable an integrated assessment of a range of potentially 
significant and uncertain adverse effects of inter-dependent project components to 
inform a range of statutory decisions, including under the Planning and Environment 
Act 1987, Environment Protection Act 1970, Pipelines Act 2005 and Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 2006. 

 
 
Date of Decision:   12 August 2010 
 


