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This is the 50th issue of Research Matters (RM).
When one scans the past 12 years, or 49 issues,
various insights emerge into our ever-changing
world. Also recognisable is the evolution of
methods we use to gather and report on data. But
one feature that hasn’t changed is the presence of
demographics, how it informs policy makers and
service providers, and the importance of ‘the story’
behind ‘the numbers’.
In 1997, when the first edition of Victoria in Future
was published, Victoria was dragging itself out of a
recession and shaking its ‘rust belt’ image. Twelve
years on, economic recovery and demographic
growth have both been very strong.
Today Victoria is experiencing record amounts
of population growth (RM48). Despite
an economic slowdown we face the
prospect of strong population growth
and the ongoing challenges of
accommodating such growth.
From its earliest editions Research
Matters has sought to demystify
population change (RM7). Policy
clearly has to be based on such an
understanding rather than become
paralysed by a numbers game.
For example, fertility patterns have
changed and RM14 referred to the
prospect of a ‘baby bust’ whereas more
recently RM36 and RM48 reported on a
‘baby bounce’ or ‘boom’.
The large flows of interstate migrants, often
trivialised into net flows, have been highlighted at
regular intervals (RM20, RM29, RM37 and RM49).
Similarly the specific characteristics of migration

between Melbourne and regional Victoria and
within Melbourne have been regularly reported.
In both cases these flows are of great interest to
policy makers. Like overseas migration, it is the
young who are the most mobile members of our
community (RM47).
Questioning the use of population statistics has
been a regular feature of Research Matters.
Policy makers and service providers run risks if
they pay slavish attention to official population
statistics which tell us about where we normally
live because modern society is a very ‘mobile’
one. As people move around daily, weekly or
seasonally, the demand landscape shifts. Studies
of mobile populations (RM41), non-resident
ratepayers in Mansfield (RM41) and Queenscliff
(RM49), fluctuating coastal populations (RM42)
and Melbourne’s daytime populations (RM42) have
been stimulated by comments that RM readers
have raised with us.
In RM41 – Retrospect and Prospect, we published
a 10 year review. Reviews have been a consistent
feature of this publication, the most far reaching
being the comparison of Melbourne at the 1956
Olympic Games with Melbourne at the 2006
Commonwealth Games (RM37).
Following departmental restructuring in the early
2000s, the primarily demographics research
group merged with researchers of land supply.
Since then Research Matters has also focussed
on regular articles on housing markets and
residential and industrial land supply in Melbourne.
In RM35, In Search of Bigfoot referred to work
on the building footprint on industrial land.
…continued overleaf
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Research Matters has provided frequent
updates on the process of the annual Urban
Development Program.
While Victoria has seen a recovery in
economic and population growth over
the last 12 years, that recovery has been
uneven. Most service providers need to
know the detail and dynamics of place
because their services and investments are
place-specific. Separate publications such
as Towns in Time and Suburbs in Time have
proven to be valuable in this regard and
Research Matters has provided compelling
analysis of these two publications most
recently in RM45, RM48 and RM49.
The revival of Melbourne’s inner city has
been a regular item throughout the history
of Research Matters. Qualitative studies
have proved fertile ground for policy makers
as once again research delved behind the
numbers. In RM16 the Lively Dying Town
reported on the experience of ageing in
Sea Lake, RM38 on the housing choices
of so-called ‘empty nesters’ in Melbourne
and RM46 on youth migration in regional
Victoria.
In 50 issues, along with much accurate
analysis, there have been the accolades
– the Institute of Public Administration
Australia’s award for From Doughnut City
to Café Society, the RAPI/PIA awards for
Towns in Time, for both editions of Regional
Matters: an Atlas of Regional Victoria (RM24
and RM42) and for the Melbourne Atlas
(RM42).
Without wishing to emulate The Economist,
we have also had fun over subtitles: The
Bunfight over Doughnuts; Retail in Detail;
Lies, Damned Lies and Fertility Statistics
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Victoria’s Working Population
The Spatial Analysis and Research branch is working to project future workforce levels
in Victoria to 2036. This builds on the extensive work done by the branch projecting
population by age and sex (VIF2008).The results will be valuable to inform how many jobs
can be filled in the years to come.
There are people who cannot or do not want to be in paid employment; these include
children, full-time carers of children, retired and aged people, and those who are studying.
The labour force is the remaining part of the civilian population involved in work – i.e.
either employed or looking for work. The participation rate is defined as the fraction of the
population formed by the labour force.
Participation rates will vary depending on people’s age and sex, whether people are looking
for or are engaged in full-time or part-time work, and whether they live in metropolitan or
regional areas. The figure below shows current participation rates in full-time work for males
and females in various age groups in Melbourne and regional Victoria.
Full-time labour force participation, Melbourne & Regional Victoria, 2009
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In projecting labour force participation rates, certain population trends and characteristics
are taken into account. For instance, women between the ages of 20 and 50 are much
more likely to have dependent children than other age groups and, compared to males, far
fewer are able to work full-time. The trend towards increasing involvement in secondary and
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Catching up on fertility
What is the most popular age for having children? The answer of
course varies over time – a trend to older childbearing in the 1920s
reflected delayed childbearing due to World War One. In the 1960s
children were predominantly born to women aged in their twenties.
Since 1971, women have been having children later in life. This
delaying process contributed to the lowering of the total fertility rate
owing to increased childlessness and women having fewer children.
Things are however changing on the fertility front. In 2007 the
number of births was at an all time high in Australia. Victoria’s total
fertility rate in 2007 was 1.87 and had been rising for a number of
years, while a decade earlier it was 1.69 and falling.
These recent increases have raised the question of whether this
is due in part to a catch up effect as women increasingly delay
Melbourne in Fact
childbearing until they are aged in their thirties. Retail in Detail
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Population – wait – there’s more
Changes in the level and frequency of
global travel have created challenges
in estimating net overseas migration to
Australia. Increasing numbers of overseas
students and business visa holders arriving
in Australia, as well as Australian residents
staying overseas for extended periods of
time have added complexity to the way in
which the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) count people as part of the Australian
population. The ABS responded to these
challenges by introducing a new method
to calculate net overseas migration (NOM),
which was implemented in June 2007.
Previously, people were counted in
Australia’s Estimated Resident Population
(ERP) if they were in Australia for a
continuous twelve month period. This
meant that some categories of long term
residents, such as overseas students (who
tend to return to their home country during
semester breaks), were not included in the
ERP. The new NOM methodology uses
a 12/16 month benchmark – a person is
counted in the Australian ERP if they are in
the country for twelve months in a sixteen
month period.
A major issue with the new NOM
methodology is that the ABS needs to
estimate the level of net overseas migration

The latest population estimates
The Human Development Index
Industry in Melbourne
Research and Analysis Branch
– website news

2002
Interpreting the latest population
figures
Migration to Australia – part 2
Consolidating Our City:
Residential Redevelopment in
Melbourne
Coming soon – Census 2001

in advance. After sixteen months, the
figures are revised to consider actual
duration of stay in Australia and overseas of
international travellers.
The recent release by the ABS of Australian
Demographic Statistics marks the first time
since the new methodology was introduced,
that net overseas migration figures have
been revised. The result is that net overseas
migration figures for September quarter
2006 to June quarter 2007 ie 2006–07
figures, have been revised substantially
upwards. The impact on the estimated
resident population figures for Australia and
Victoria is shown in the table below.
Net overseas migration to Australia for the
year 2006–07 was revised upwards by
55,200 persons, while the equivalent figure

for Victoria was 15,200. What this means
is that the record amounts of population
growth in Australia and Victoria over the
last few years are larger than previously
thought. Prior to the revision, the amount of
population growth in Victoria was estimated
to be 78,300 for 2006–07 – what was then
considered a record amount of population
growth, but the revision means that this
figure now stands at 94,770.
Users of population data should note
that revisions to NOM will now occur on
a progressive basis, as actual migration
data becomes available to the ABS and
published in future editions of Australian
Demographic Statistics.
For further information, please contact
simone.alexander@dpcd.vic.gov.au

Impact of NOM revision on Estimated Resident Populations (millions)
ERP –
Victoria –
pre revision

ERP –
Victoria –
post revision

ERP –
Australia –
pre revision

ERP –
Australia –
post revision

Jun 2006

5.127

5.127

20.698

20.698

Jun 2007

5.205

5.221

21.015

21.072

Jun 2008

5.298

5.314

21.374

21.432

Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics (Cat. no. 3101.0)
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Development of housing data
The Housing Research team in Spatial Analysis and Research (SAR) is pressing on with a range of developments aimed at
assisting our ability to monitor the ongoing development of housing across Melbourne and Victoria.

Density analysis

In production now is an update of our
metropolitan residential density analysis.
There are a range of ways of measuring
residential density – average lot size, net
area for housing, or gross residential areas
including the roads, parks, schools and
services associated with that neighbourhood.
The housing research team uses a
methodology that analyses land zoned
for residential use and the total dwellings
included in these areas. This land includes
the local roads, local parks and schools
but takes out areas zoned for business or
industrial use and major roads and regional
parks. Currently in production, the update
using 2006 Census counts of dwellings will
soon be available on the SAR website.

Small area dwelling counts

The residential redevelopment component
of the Urban Development Program
monitors large infill projects of 10 or more
dwellings. To complement this analysis, we
are keen to get a handle on small scale infill
development – projects of fewer than 10
dwellings in established suburbs and urban
areas. SAR is working with the

2005: Two dwellings on large lots

Planning Division in the Department of
Planning and Community Development
to improve our data systems. We are
developing systems that should enable us
to monitor dwelling development across
Victoria on a lot by lot and dwelling by
dwelling basis – we will keep readers
informed of our progress.
For further information, please contact
chris.wight@dpcd.vic.gov.au
2007: Four and three infill dwellings
redevelopment

Source: DPCD and Spatial Economics

Urban Development Program Forums 2009

The latest population estimates
The Human Development Index
Industry in Melbourne
Research and Analysis Branch
– website news

2002
Interpreting the latest population
figures
Migration to Australia – part 2
Consolidating Our City:
Residential Redevelopment in
Melbourne
Example: 330 dwellings in one
Coming soon – Census 2001

Projections Projections Projections
Thenew
Urban
Program (UDP)
major
Victorian
initiative for
The
townsDevelopment
in time
TownsisinaTime
2001
– A New Government
Approach
Population
Projections
New Population
Projections
Australia land across
monitoring
supply, demand and adequacy
of residential
andforindustrial
How many people are online
The Travelling Research Team - Nagasaki

metropolitan Melbourne and the Geelong region.

The UDP Forums are a key feature of the annual consultation process which ensures the
2003
best results are achieved in the publication of the award-winning UDP Annual Report.
This year the UDP Forums to be held in Geelong (11 August) and Melbourne (20 August)
Planning
the numbers
add up
Changing dwellings in Melbourne
Regional Matters winswill
coverInstitute
both residentialMaking
and industrial
land.

of Australia Award
Urban Development Program 2003
Monitoring Greater Melbourne
Changing
Faces, Changing
Places
For further information, please
contact
Nicola McCracken,
Regional Matters Launched
Victorian Population Bulletin
spatialanalysis.research@dpcd.vic.gov.au
Regional Matters Issue
of Interest: Constraints
on Water Use
Census
DOI Measures Up with UN Habitat and Metropolis

Urban Development Program Report

The
travelling
ph:
(03)
9208Research
3699 team – Istanbul
National Population Summit

collection district, covering 27.3 hectares =
12.1 dwellings per hectare.

Interstate migration 2002/03:
Facts and Figures
A Tale of Two Coasts
The Regional Atlas – the
next edition?

Victoria in Future 2004 is here
The Sources of Household Growth
in Melbourne
Journey to Work Analysis
A Demographic Event: The Australian
Population Association Conference

Beyond Five Million – The Victorian
Government's Population Policy
Demographic Presentations Online
Journey to Work 2001 Reports for
Local Government
The Growth of Melbourne
Urban and Regional Research on-line
New Atlas Projects for 2005

2004

2005

The Urban Development Program Forums 2004
Clusters of Advanced Service
Businesses: do they exist?
Victoria in Future 2004, Coming soon
NIMBYs, NOTEs, BANANAs, DINKs,
DINKUMs, DINKI-Dis and…?

Half a century of demographic
change in Melbourne
Land use in the Industrial Nodes

Highlights of recent population
change in Victoria
A different angle on urban development
Small Towns Conference 2005
Melbourne's Outer Growth Areas –
a spatial perspective
Lies, damned lies and fertility statistics

Research on the Move – Birmingham
Name this building competition
The Victoria in Future 2004 Road Show
Demography Down Under – the Australia
New Zealand Population Workshop
LGRN in 2004

Melbourne Atlas Launched
Oliver Hume survey of residents in
growth area estates

Remember the Footy Map?
Urban Development Program in Focus
Hollywood meets Demographic Research
Victoria in Future 2004 – News
LGRN & Local Connections

Ten Years of Research Matters:
Retrospect and Prospect
Understanding mobile populations:
A study of non-resident ratepayers

Introducing 'Dwelliographics'
Australia-New Zealand Population Workshop
A National Migration Survey Within Australia
Focus on Fertility – Part 2: Fact verses Fiction
Changing Faces Changing Places:
Future Population Changes in Victoria

Census 2006 – Get up-to-date
Melbourne and Sydney compared:

Settlement vulnerability assessment
The Sustainability Analysis team works toward integrating different areas of knowledge to contribute to an
understanding of liveability and sustainability and hence shaping effective policy. The challenges of such an
approach are represented diagrammatically in work done in 2008 by contractor Tina Gallico on measuring
vulnerability of settlements.
Tina’s background paper, Settlement vulnerability assessment: Methods, measures and current scope of
measuring the vulnerability of Victorian communities, will soon be available on the website.
The Sustainability Analysis team are currently working on several aspects defined in the settlement system
diagram, particularly on measures of water, land and energy consumption as well as on the role of urban
ecology. The team has also joined with CSIRO and the University of Melbourne to do some preliminary work
on issues of food security.
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