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" The vision of a green network of linear parks fining

Meibourne's waterways from the Bay to the Ranges is
becorming a reality. The Middle Yarra Goncept Plan
(Burka Road to Watsons Creek) completes the sarles of
concapt plans for the Yarma Valley and provides a
co-ordinated approach to the enhancament, protaction
and managament of these priceiess assets.

The Middie Yarea River is a place of enormous contrasts.
The valley changes from an alrmost pristine bushland
anvironment in Kengaroo Ground and Wamandyte to a
relatively uripanised zetting in Templestowe and
Heldeibery. Even the Heideiberg parkiands, however,
retain some of the natural charm and landscape
character made famous by the Heidelbarg School of
palnters,

The middle section of the river (between Fitzsimons
Lane and Pound Bend) is largely inaccessible and
unknown to the pubiic at this stage, but provides a
remarkable rasource for future generations. Here the
valiey biends pockets of remnant bushland with
picturesque farms and orchards. The challengs will be
to mairtain this rural and tranquil atniosphere while
aliowing the public reasonabie access and opportunities
for recreation. Upstream the qualities of the Warrandyte
State Park are well known and appreciated by
Melburnians.

The concept plan describes broadly how the area
shouid be planned and managed for recreation and
conservation. The aim is to protect the special ¢character
of the valiey so that it remains & piace of beauty and
tranquilfity and a home for a wide range of piants and
animals while alsa providing opponuniies for pu klic
enjaymeant and appraclatlon

The pian was prepared by a working group which was
led by the Office of the Environment and comprised
representatives from tha four councils (Heideiberg,
Camberwell, Etharm and Doncaster and Templestowe),
the Board of Works, the Depariment of Conservation
and Environment, the Department of Pianning and

Housging and the Middie Yarra Advisory Gomimiittee. The

working group received subimisslons from members of
the public and community groups which proved to be
inveluable.

The concept pian area includes the Board of Works’
Yarra Valiey Metropoiitan Park and the Department of

Consarvation and Environment's Warrandyte State Park.
The Board of Works, through “Open Space 2000”, is
now preparing d managerment plan for the Yarra Valley
Metropoiitan Park, which will further develop these
broad concepts into a detalled plan for this major park
consistert with the concept plan.

The full implementation of thase pians wili take many
years, both for the completion of the land acauisition
pragram and development of the parks to thelr optimum
lavel. _

The planning controis assoclatad with this concept pian
alm to discourage inappropriate urban development and
wlil ensure that the special character of the Middie Yarra
Valiey is not compromised.”

Much of the Inltlative for this concept plan stemmed
from the iate My Alan Bunbury, former chairman of the
Middie Yarra Advisory Committee. This concept plan is
in part a reaiisetion of Alan's gtrong vision for the Middle
Yarra and his ongoing input and commitment.

STEVE CRABB
MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENT
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" Watsons Creek. The plan, including associated planning scheme amendments, is now on

Your submission is invited on this plan
This is a DRAFT concept plan for the Middle Yarr‘a’lJ Véllé{r between Burke Road and

public exhibition, providing an opportunity for further public involvement. Submissions
from individuals and community groups are invited and should be addressed to:

Middle Yarra Concept Plan (Stage 2}
Department of Planning and Housing
Planning Co-ordination )
477 Collins Street .

Melbourne Victoria. 3000

After this exhibition, the plan and recommended controls will be reviewed, taking into
account submissions received, The planning scheme amendments will than be gazetted
and incorporated in the relevant planning schemes. ‘
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Looking after

the Yarra

The Board of Works, as the former planning authority for
Melbourns, began reserving open space along the Yarra
River in the 1950s. This was tha first mcve in reversing
decades of degradation along the Yarma, which included
garbage tipping and sand quarrying. Public Interest
groups, such as the Save the Yarra League, cam-
paigned for the preservation of the Yarra Valley. A
Statement of Planning Policy issued in 1971, which sat
down rature conservation and recreation as planning
objectives, was a landmark in the process of presarving
the Yarra.

During the 1970s people became more aware and con-
cemsd about the envirgnmant. In Melbourne, a critical
eye was directed {o the quality of urban waterways. The

Board of Works began developing plans for the river val- -

ley and established the Lewer and Middle Yarra adviscry
comrnittess,

The Yarra River and its open space are one of
Melheoumea's most important natural assets. it contains
popular destinations for a wide range of recreaticnal ac-
tivitias and is also of great historicai and environmental
significance. The Yarra Valley represents the heart of a
“green” network of open space in Melbourne, much of
which follows the various river and creek valleys. Careful
planning is necessary so that rapid urban growth and un-
controlled recreational use do not threaten the Middle
Yarra's special characteristics.

What is a concept plan?

Under the State Conservation Strategy, a concept plan
defines broad land uses, circulation plans and manage-
ment goals, but does nof deal with detailed design.
Statutory concept plans for the Yarra and Marlbyrnong
rivers were previously required under the Town and
Country Planning Act 1961, This act has been repealsd
and ali planning actions required by concept plans now

* comea under the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

'J':-? )

Coneept planning for ail'of Melbourne's walerwvaysis
now weill advanced. The following plans have besn com-
pletad for the Yarra River Valley:

LEFT: One of the many community aclivities based
around the Yarra is the annusf great raft race.

oy

O Upper ‘r’arra River Management Stratagy, UWDEA,
1984,

[ Middle Yama Cancept Plan (Dights Falls to Burke
Read), MPE, 1990

O Lower Yarra River Goncept Pian (Punt Read to D:ghts
Falis), MPE, 1936 ;

O Lower Yarra River Concept Plan (Spencar Street to
Funt Road), MMBW, 1981

The concept plan in this repent covers the length of the
Yarra Rivar Valtay between Watsons Crask and Burke |
Road, which is the gap batween the first two plans listed.
When a cencept plan has been adepted for this length |
of the valisy, statutery plans will apply from the upper
reaches of the Yarra Rivar to Spencer Straet and also the
lower Maribyrmong River. Plans are now being prapared |
for the port araa of the Yarra and Marlbymong, andthe |
Upper Marlbymeong.

Tha concept pianning process ls being extended pro-
gressively to fiibutaries of the Yama, such as the Plenty
River, and other watarways {ses Map 1).

This document aims to set out how this part of the Yarra . 4
should be planned to make the mest of its values and
potentials, and to enable you to contribute to this plan-
ning process. Once approved, the concept plan and the |
assoclated planning scheme amendmerts will have stat-
utory force and all development and usa of land, both
public and private, will hava to conform,

Part C of this report contains the draft concept plan. 3
When approved, it will ba incorporated into the relevant
lecal planning achemes. Part D describes associated
planning cortrgls and other amendments.

The policy context

Government policies for the Yarra Valiey began with the
Statement of Planning Policy No. 4, 1971, which re-
quired that the Yarra River and [i& immediate emvirons be
planned primarily as an open space system for nature
conservation and recreation with provision (whera appro-
priate} for primary production and forestry. In 1984, the




A billabong provides this young
boy with some wriggling pets.

W oo e

State Environment Protection Policy No. W-29 set out
specific standards for indicators to protect the Yarra's
water quaiity, and in 1988 released a poilcy covering ali
the waters of Victoria.

]

The Government's Conservation, Economic, and Social
Justice strategies, released in 1987, set out the broad
pianning framework for the Yarra Valiey. More detailed
poiicies inciude:

O Shaping Meibourne's Future.

O Fiora and Fauna Guarantee.

O Metropolitan Open Space Pian.

[0 Wetlands Conservation Program for Victoria.

O Finding Nature in the City.

O Meibourne Waterways Program.

[0 Management Plan for Warrandyte State Park.

(The final report of the Poweriine Review Panel, July
1989, includes a useful description of the relevant poli-
cias contained in these documents.)

These policies emphasise the importance of the Yarra
Valley to Mejburnians and the need to preserve and en-

hance its natural resources and recreational
opportunities. R
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Objectives of the concept plan

The general cbjective of the concept pian is to imple-
ment Government policies for developing a'continuous
system of open space along the Middle Yarra Valiey for
conservation and recreation:

Specificaily, the objectives are to:
O Protect and enhance the valiey's air and water quai-
ity, soli resources, fiora and fauna, and open space; :

values,

O Enhance the vailey as a corridor for the movement of
native fauna,

O Protect sites and iandscapes of Aboriginai, historic,
culturai, educational and scientific importance.

1 Provide and maintain opportunities for a wide range

of outdoor iand and water-based recreational activities,
including some minimaliy developed areas for simple qu-
istness and solitude.

O Maintain and improve puhblic access o the Yara
River and its parkland.

[ Provide a network of paths for cyclists, pedestrians
and (where appropriate) equestrians along the river val-
ley, and recommend suitable connections to paths
along tributaries and other linking open space corridors,

. Protect and enhance the appearance and land-
scapes of the valley and views from important recreation
areas.

O Gradually moderate or eliminate intrusive elements
over the long term.




In addition, the concept plan complements concept

_ plane for the Yamz River Valley upstraam and down-

stream and a concept plan being prepared for the Lower
Plenty River.

The area covered by this plan -

The concept plan arsa inciudes the Middle Yarra River
and ad]oining land between Burke Road and Watsons
Creak on the noith bank, and batween Burke Road and
the City of Doncaster and Templestows/Shire of Liilydale
municipal boundary on the south bank. This area is situ-
ated within the cities of Heidelberg, Camberwell, and
Doncaster and Templestowe and tha Shire of Elitham
{see Map 2). The primary study area includes all public
land and all privately ownred recreational land adjoining
or near the river, the lower sections of tributaties, ail
ciher private properties with a Yarra frontage, and alf
areas rassrved &s propossad public open space or
zoned special conservation.

Much of this land Is owned by public authorities, and In-
cludses the Board of Works’ Yarra Vallay Metropolitan
Park, the Warrandyta Stata Park, and other parklands
managed by municipal authorities.

To protect the enormous publlc asset of the Yara Val-
ley, this plan also proposes planning controls over land
within the "viewshsd" area that affects the Middle Yarra
Valley, visually and in other ways.

Preparation of the concept plan

The concept plan was developed by a working group co-
ordinated by the Cifice of the Environment.
Representatives also included the Shire of Eltham and
the cities of Doncaster and Templestowe, Camberwell,
and Heidelberg, the Department of Conservation and En-
vironment, the Beand of Works, the Middle Yarra
Advisory Committee and the Department of Planning

and Housing (see Appendix A).

The working group drew extensively on published mate-
rial (listed in the bibliography), on the expertiss of staff
within relevant organisations, and on the knowledge of

various community groups and individuais. A study spe- .

cially commissionad for this concept plan — the Middle

Yarra Valley Visual Resource Study, Burke Road to Wat-

sons Creek (Scenlc Sectrums Pty Ltd, 1989) — was

supsrvizsed by the working group. An archasclogical sur-

vay of tha Yarra Valley was completed by the Victorian
Archaeclogical Survey. Both studies are published as

- segparate supporting documants, -

Public frput was snf%ht through local newspapers snd
an explanatory leaflst widely clrculated throughout the
valley and made availakle at council offices of the munic-
ipalities immediately affected. Submisslong were
received, and they provided valuable information that
gided the working group in déveloping the concept plan.
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Planning for the Middle Yarra Valley is now proceedin
in more detail, with the Board of Works preparing a
ter plan for the Yarra Vallsy Mstropolitan Park. The |
management plan for the Warrandyte State Park alre
provides a more detailed framework far the Middle Ya
Valiey heiwaen Pound Bend and Watsons Cresk,
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blocks of remnant vagetation and thelr significance are
shown on Map 3. The major vegetation communitiss are
Hiwver redgum, yellow box, red box, manna gum and
swamp gum woodlands. (Map 3 does not show individ-
uai trees of significance or native vegetation that has
bean planted.)

This survey recommeands that revegeatation should be
based on a reconstruction of the origlhai vegetation
types. The proper management and endension of good-
quality vagetation remnants is essential 1o this process,
as is the further study of dasignated referenca araas for
each vegatation type.

Warrandyte State Park is in a simiiar pasition, although
no complete botanical survey has baean carried out. The

Warrandyte State Park Management Pian iists mary spe- -

cigs [n categories ranging from very rare in Victoriato
those of local significance.

The Yarra Valiey Metropolitan Park protects and nurtures
native grassiands, which is significant because grass-
iands have all but disappeared around Mealbournie under
tha spread of suburhia and as a resuit of “pasture
improvament”, suparphosphate and weed invasion.

Invasion by weeds or alien species (from overseas as
well s from cther parts of Ausfralia) is widespread,

more than 160 ailen vascuiar species have been identi-
fied in tha Warrandyte State Park aione. Eradicating or
controliing thesa pest plants, as weil as the fauna that as-
sist in their propagaticn (such as blackbirds spreading
blackberry saaeds), is an ongoing probiem for park man-
agement. A paricular problém Is the need to ramove
regulary basket wnllnws from tha benks of the Yarra and
tributaries.

Other difficult management problems Include striking a
proper balance betwean fiora consarvation and fuei re-
duction for fira management, and in the managemant of
grassiand. Some parkiand maintenance systems, partic-
ularly grazing and regular mowing, cah deplate the

" number of understorey plants and pravent natural regen-

aration of trees and shrubs. Even the unnatural absence
of fire Can severaly deplste some plant communities.

important issuas for planning and management often
ocour at park boundaries. Unauthorised ciearing, inva-
sion by pest plants from surrounding gardens through
seed dispersal of dumping, and efiluant disposai, ali
threaten indigenous vegetation. On nearty freshold land
it is Important to protect indigenous vegetation in order
o buffar the fiora within parks from urban areas. It is
now net unusual for planning controls 10 be adopted to
prevent unnecessary clearing of naﬁve vegatation, in
many of Melbourne's older suburban areas, the protec-
tion of exotic trees may also be important for historical
and amenity reasons. Within the study area, exotic trees
are important to the character of Heidelberg and
Camberwell, while further upstream nétive vegetation
predominates. in fact, all mature vegetation contributes

to the tree cancopy that softens tha harsh outlines of
buildings when viewed from tha park.

Park planning must specifically make provision for bo-
tanicaily signfflcant areas, which shouid not be
subjected to heavy (or perhaps any) use. Reference
areas and guadrats need to be protacted from the dam-
age caused by vehicles, bicycles and pedestrian traffic.

Fauna

Information on falna within the Middla Yarra Valley is
drawn from the study of vertebrata fauna of the Metropoi-
ftan Park in 1976-and an unpubilshed study of vertebrata
fauna in the Warrandyte State Park in 1988. Neither
study covered Invertebrate fauna or fish. In addition,

both the Board of Works and tha Department of Conser-
vaticon and Environment mairtaln species lists of
mammals, kirds, reptiles, fish and amphibians. The
Board of Works is planning ancthar survey of vertebrate
fauna within the Metropoiitan Park.

Activities sinca European settlemant, such as clearing,
burning, grazing and iogging, have drasticaily changed
Australian ecosystems, depleting them of some species
and adding others, The complexity of ecosystems has ..
been reduced and their stabiltty threatened.

Neavertheless, a surprising variety of specias survivas.
The Methourne Ragion Conservation Report (1971) cias-
sified tha Middle Yarra Valley at tha highest ranking for
its consarvation importance on the combined factors of
mammal habitat, bird habitat and botanical guality.

C
Fires and grazing hawve depleted tha shruty and ground
covar vegetation in many areas and oniy small patches
of dense undergrowth remain to pravide suitable condl-
tions for hative ground-dwelling species. The number of
nasting hollows availabie for arboreal mammals and
birds has alsc been reduced. Othar hazards have re-
sulted from tha invasion of habitats by past plants and
animais.

Mammals

There are mora than 20 species of native mammals in
the study area plus several introduced mammals (rafar
to Appendix B), and park management practices ara im-
proving thelr habitats. The State Park is one of the
ciosest areas tv Meiboume where visitors can view East-
ern Grey Kangaroos in their natural habitat. These
kargarcos wers introduced into the eastem end of the
Metropoltan Park {behind a dog-proof fence) in 1986.
Swamp Wallabies row live in the Metropolitan Park and
depend upon & danse understorey of vagetation.

" Brush-tailed Phascogales and Featherteil Glidars ocgur
both in the State Park and Metropoiltan Park. Sugar Glic-
ers werg first [dentified in Westerfolds in 1985 and were
encouraged with artificial nesting hollows. There ars
signs that Platypuses ars becoming increasingly com-




mon in downsiream waiers.

Koalas were reintroducad into the State Park in 1983 and
1985 and identified In the Metropolitan Park as far down
as Westerfolds in 1986. Ii is hoped that this animal will
also extend its range downstrearn. “Operation Koala” is
a proposal by the Board of Woiks to enhance the ficra
and fauna habitat within the Metropoiitan Park so that a
viable Koala population can survive along with other In-
digenous spacles. The focus will be areas upstream of
Patty's Crchard, and co-operative management with
Warrandyte State Park will be essentiai. The Board of
Works and the Departmaent ¢f Conservation and Environ-
ment will also need to provide advice and support te
counciis and |ocal residarts.,

Habitat disturbances have probably caused the popula-
tion of several specias 1o fali to dangerousiy low jevals.
Dangers stiii exist from wiictire, ciearing under power
lines, predatars, and roaming domestic pets.

Birds - ’

The Middle Yarra Vallay is ong of the best remaining hab-
ltats within the metropolitan area for both bush and
water birds. Tha wetiands in the west of the study arsa
are an important habitat, being all that remains of the
once-extensive wetiands. Water birds represent ground
cne-third of all the specles in the valiey and rely on wet-
lands for both food and shelter. Water birds, because of
their size and number, ara easily viewsd and the wetland
settings are both beautiful and accessible. Just under
200 species of birds have been countad, with the Re-
gent Honeyeater in the State Park ciassified as being of
state significance because It is endangered in Victoria.

The wetlands of the valley sarve an important function
by providing & refuge for water birds when drought con-
ditions strike inland breeding areas. The river itself acts
as aflyway corridor for birds and bats which move
downstream ic Inner-city parks. The river also provides
a breeding area for bush birds, which can ther move out
lateraliy into suitabie parks and suburban gardens. Even
farm dams in rura! areas adjoining the Yarra Valiey can
provide & home for water birds.

Repliles and amphiblans

Around 10 species of reptiles are found in the vailey. Am-
phibians recorded inciude the Long-Necked Tortoise In
many billabongs and 10 species of frogs.

-

Fish

Ten species of an original 14 native fish stili survive, and
12 nor-indigencus species have been introduced Into
the river. The river regime has changed since European
settiement: shags, which provide shelter for fish, have
been removei: wilow trees haye proiiferated; and the in-
creased turbidity has affectad species that iay eggs on
the riverbed or feed on bottem-dwelling invertebrates.
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* Along river banks, it is impertant that snags and oid

Pest animafs '

Pest animals are a major threat to the continued survj

of native fauna, although their effects vary along the
length of the Middis Yarra Valley. Foxes and cats ara i
rocious predators of birds and small native animals
whiie domestic dogs kil larger. animals. Rabbits can o
grade habitats as weil as compete with natlve grazing §
animals. - :

Starlings and Indian Mynahs aggressively displacs naj
tive birds from nesting hollows, honey bees competa §
with nafive: birds for nectar, and European Wasps ére 3
léast an annoyance to park users.

Planning and management jssues

The remaining timbered areas in the Metropoiitan Park
may be too smail and too disturbed to maintain viabls
populations of animais such as Swamp Waliabies and
Brush-tailed Phascogales. To improve this situation,
there should ba enhancemant rather than further destr
tion of timbered areas. The Board of Warks is

considering & pregram to enhance tha existing habitat
to create additional wildiife corridors, and to encouraga
public acceptance of, and involement In, urban wild);
consarvation. |

trees are not removed so that riparian vegetation corri-}
dors are protected, Walking, bicycle and bridie paths
should not pass through areas of dense streamside vas
etation, nor pass very ciose to the river's edge becauss
Platypus burrows, which are iong and ciose to the sur-§g
face, are susceptible to damage from heavy animals &4
traffic. '

With proper management, the wetiands couid support'
far iarger numbers of water birds and provide improves
refuge during drought for residuai populations, which |
could later colonise inland breeding areas.

Wetlands and biliabong edges generally should not be]
grezed, but some frontages could ba mown or grazed}
provide suitabie habitat for grazing birds and waders. .
PFromontories and bends pravide suitable refuge areas,
human access is restricted.,

The following areas have baeen identified as being of sp
cial significance because of thelr hiotic diversity, size,
and because they allow an interchange between populd
tions of different species and neighboring populations 4
the same specles.

O The north bark of the Yara River east and west of |
Fitzsimons Lane.

{1 The southern side of Banoor Road, Eltham.

O Griffith Park, Eltham.




O South of Yarra Braes Road between Sweeneys Lane
and Reynolds Road. .
O The area between the Yarra Fiiver; Reynolds Road
and Laughing Waters Road.

O The timbered land on steeply sloped areas between
Overbank Road, Glynn's Road and the Yarra River.

‘Waterways and wetlands

The hydrological regime of the Yarra River and its tribu-
“{aries in the study area has been vastly modified since
European settlement. Water supply works have reduced
flow in the river, and the average flow at Warrandyte has
been-halved since the early 1960s. Clearing of vegeta-
tion, grazing, pasture improvement and the use of
fertilisers have profoundly altered the surrounds of the
river. River improvement works have altered the river
and banks throughout its length. in the floodplain, fewer
floods and residential drainage programs have lowered
the watertable. Billabongs have been drained or filled
with rubbish. In places, sand mining was authorised.

Government policy now recognises the need for conser-
vation. The State Conservation Strategy aims 'to
protect, restore and enhance rivers, wetlands and the
coast to ensure that ecological processes, native spe-
cles, and features of scientific, cultural or scenic interest

are maintained, and to provide for present and future re-

creationai and commercial uses". The Government also
has a clear program for reviving Melbourne’s waterways.

Floodplain management

Preserving and enhangcing the river's environmental as-
sats in the metropolitan area can conflict with the need
to minimise the flood hazard to properties, bu:ldmgs and
services.

Snags in rivers provide shelter for fish, but can reduce
the carrying capacity during floods. Flooding river flats
benefits billabongs and marshland and helps to regener-
ate native plants, and the Chandler Basin acts as a
{arge-scale retarding basin in protecting downstream.
suburbs from flooding. Therefore, different management
practices are appropriate in different sections of the river.

Thus, the policy for management of the Yarra River in
the study area is to accept periodic flooding of the Chan-
dler Flood Basin (downstream of the Plenty River) and

to maintain the hydraulic capacity of the river channel in
this section. Upstream, the hydraulic capacity of the river
channel should be maintained and improved when nec-
‘essaty. Generally, the aim shouid be to retain beaches,
istands and rock bars where possmle Development that
would interfere with the floodway or reduce flood stor-
age capacity, or be seriously damaged by flood flows,
should be prevented

.
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Riverbed movement

Changes in the course of the river occur naturally, 1oo
slowly to see in the hilly upper section but much more
rapidly as the river meanders through the floodplain of
the Chandler Basin. Where private property extends to

the water's edge, movement of that edge leads to griev-

ances and a community expectation that riverbanks
should be fixed over time, perhaps by rubble filling or by
armoring the bank. Riverbank stabilisation may possibly
reduce sittation of the Yarra estuary further downstream.
However, in addition to fundamentally changing the land-
scape and riverside vegetation, these practices can
sometimes transfer erosiori elsewhere.

If both banks are in public ownership and there are no
man-made features of importance, the river can be al-
lowed to move naturally. Public ownership of the
riverbanks has other benefits, such as ailowing consis-
tent control of the introduced willows that bianket
understorey vegetation, extend into the river channel

and migrate downstream. Other benefits are the opportu-

" nity to revegetate with indigenous fiora and form a

wildlife corridor, and to allow recreational access. For
the same reasons, substantial developments shouid not-
be located close 10 waterways. Examples of problem
areas of this type along the Yarra are at the Warrandyte
township and along Koonung Creek.

River movement has created two islands in the past 140
years, just north of Odyssey. House and immediately
south of the Banksia Street bridge. Two areas where me-
ander cut-offs are likely in the future are in the
narrow-necked meanders at Banksla Park and another

- just north-east of Odyssey House.

In earlier times, sandy beaches were guite numerous in
the lower sections of the study area and were popular
recreation spots. in the past few years these beaches
have either disappeared or become muddy. The rea-
sons are not known, but may be associated with river
clearance works, increased silt loads in run-off and re-
duced average flows. The first step in reversing this
change would be a study to identify the causes.

Wetiands

Wetlands, in the form of beth billabongs and marshland,
occur mainly in the Chandler Basin section of the study
area (see Map 4).

Billabongs have considerable conservation, aesthetic
and recreational values. They provide a diversity of flora
and fauna that enriches the Yarra Valley. Perhaps their
most obvious feature is their importance to water birds,

giving the urban community access to a comparat:vely .

unspolled natural worid.

Unfortunately, filling and other works have greatly re-
duced the number of billabongs. A 1977 study (Natural
Systems Research Pty Lid) located five reasonably in-




The wetlands at Birrarrung Park
comiain one of only five intact
biflabongs lelt in the study ares,
The State Conservation Strateqy
aims o protect and restora wet-
lands areas:

tact billabongs in the study area, including one in the
Camberwel Golf Course, The aiher four, in the Metropali-
tan Park, are Whites Billabong off Bulleen Road (the
youngest of the four), the Annuius Billabong in Yarra
Flats, the Viewbank Billabong and the Blllabeng In
Birrarrung Park. The Viewbank Blllabong, perhaps be-
causa of its size, had the most species of nativa flora.
The study's findings suggested fencing to protect the bil-
labony from grazing and trampling.

Thesa bilabongs are a rare Teature in Melbourne and wil
require careful management, including perhaps a restric-
tion on human access parmanently or termporarily
falthough perhaps hides for viewing birds could be pro-
vided). Billabongs are normally repienished with water,
aquatic animals and seeds by periodic fioods. Proper
managament may therefore requlre simulated flonds,

Pianting and fencing have been used to protect and im-
prove these billabongs. In areas under agistment, the
Board of Works has also fenced off the riverbank from
8ll grazing. Tha board already replenishes soma billa-
bongs by windmili or motorised pumping from the river
and has clesed many drains installed in the past fo
empty billabongs, 7

The City of Heidelberg, In association with the Wairinga!
Conservation Society, has carried out works ovar sey-
eral years to re-estabiish the marshlands within Baryule
Flats and Warringal Park.

1%

Many possibilities remain for improving wetlands inf
Micidlie Yarra Valley. The Wetlands Consenvation Pro-

ram tor Victoria states: "In urban areas, wetland
g !

systems should ba incorporated, s far as possible, i
the design of urkan run-off systerns or in urban cresky
with low flow characteristics. Thig strateqy will have lo
tarm banefits in the reduction of the poilution flowing
from urban areas.™ Stormwater drainage systems g
also ba diverted threugh settling ponds to replenish &)
isting bodies of water.

Existing mature biliabongs might ba rejuvenated and.
new billabongs or water badies created — a tine exan
ple fs at Petty's Orchard. The most obvious
opportunities for creating new bodies of water or rast
ing earlier billatongs are in the river tiats downstream,
the Plenty Ftn.rer

Fire management

A combination cf low rainfall, indigenous vegetation, ré
dential devglopmert and the use of bushland areas by
people creates wildfire hazards. Much of tha Wasrandy
State Park was burned by wildfire in 1851, 153% and
1962, The last iarge fire in 1969 damaged or destroyed
70 homes.

The Fire Hazard Mapping of non-urban areas, usinga
scals from low to vary high, rates the Shire of Eltham
east of Reynolds Foad [within the study ares) as a higl
fire hazard. The remaining areas of Eltham in the study



area are rated high moderate, as is the area east of
Warrandyte in the City of Doncaster and Templestows,
The remaining nen-urban area in the city, extending west
to Fitzsimons Lane, is rated iow moderate. The Board of
Works, then the planning authority for the metropolitan
area (1984), recommended that in areas of high hazard:

O Applications for subdivision should be discouraged
and in some cases prohibited.

[0 Deveiopments involving large numbers cf people,
such as school camps, should not be permitted.

Much of the Middie Yarra Valley Is parkiand and park
managers have the responsibility to protect life, properny
and assets from fire originating within their park. Park
managers are aisc responsibile for protecting areas of
naturai and cuiturai vaiue from wildfire and must take ac-
count of fire risk in recreation planning. Both the Board
of Works and the Department of Conservation and Envi-
ronment have fire protection.plans that are incorporated
into the Regional Fire Protection Plan. '

The fire protection plans include the development and
maintenance of systems of fire breaks and access
tracks for fire suppression and precautionary measures
such as reducing combustibie fuel for fires. Fuel reduc-
tion can be achieved by grazing, mowing, slashing or
burning. The park manager has to assess the effect of
preventative burn-offs on different sorts of vegetation.
For example, it is thought that riparian vegetation is less
adapted to wildfire than woodland vegetation, but in fact
there is very iittle published information on the effect of
the broad ranges of fire regimes available to park manag-
ers. . :

Planned burning is alsc carried out to promote revegeta-
tion of indigenous species, as many Australian plants
depend cn a fire's heat to stimuiate seed generaticn.
However, professional views differ and a recent study of
flora within the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park recom-
mended that fire not be used as a tooi to encourage
regeneration in bushland remnants. This is because the
fire itself, as well as the disturbance created for fire ac-
cess tracks and fire breaks, gives weeds the opportunity
to invade.

-As there are several transmission lines that cross the

Middle Yarra Valley, the SEC has regulations regarding
clearing under high-voitage lines. The present clearing
arrangements are necessary to pretect these services.

Noise

1) .
The State Conservation Strategy aim’:s to enhance our cit-
ies by reducing ievels of air and noise poliution.

The Environment Protection Authority has not yet pre-
pared policies for acceptable noise [evels in parks, but
the Scott and Furphy report of 1979 includes a study of
the acoustic environment from Burke Road to Pound
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Bend. it classified noise levels as "quiet” (less than 45
DBA), “intermediate” and “noisy” (greater than 55 DBA).
This report clearly showed that the greatest noise impact
comes from road traffic where high-volume roads paral-
lel or cross the park, particularly Fitzsimons Lane,
Templestowe Road, Banksia Strest, Bulleen Road and
the Eastern Freeway.

Quist areas were identified from Pound Bend towards
Fitzsimons Lane, the western end of Westerfolds, the
northern end of the Viewbank area between Bonds
Road and Banyule Road, the Banyule Flats area near
Banyule Road and part of Yarra Flats half way between
Burke Road and Banksia Street bridges. Future planning
should aim to maintain this quaiity and extend these
areas,

increased traffic volumes couid reduce the extent of
these quiet areas, and an important issue Is whether
noise attenuation measures should be taken. along free-
ways and main roads to protect quiet areas and reduce
the naise pollution in intermediate and noisy areas. The
Government has started a $6-million program to restrict
neise emanating from freeways, but barriers have not

" been fitted alongside freeways passing through park-

fand or along main roads.

The Scott and Furphy study forecast a need for neise at-
tenuation measures around Fitzsimons Lane bridge as
traffic over it increases. Plans are now being prepared

for duplicating this river crossing, but so far no practical -
solution to the question of noise barriers has been found.

Other aspects of the noise issue noted by the Middle, -
Yarra Vailey Visual Resources Study should be consid-
ered: the importance of views intc the valiey parkland
from freeways and main roads; and the need for visual
enhancement of a dominant read or freeway when
viewed from the parkland. One solution might be to pro-
vide noise attenuation and visuai screening measures
that allow intermittent views or glimpses into the park-
land.

The other source of noise pollution comes from the re-
treational use of the parkiands. The Scoit and Furphy
study specified that motorised model aeroplanes and
trail bikes would not be permitted anywhere in the Metro-
politan Park, and the Warrandyte State Park Plan
prohibits coff-road driving. As an example, the reguiar fly-
ing of motorised model aircraft in Bulleen Park impacts

' upon the quiet area within Yarra Flats. Possible solutions

inciude enforcement of the hours licensed for this activ-
ity or phasing out or relocating the activity away from the
Yarra Valiey. The Environment Protection Authority
couid deveiop standards suitable for quiet parklands
that.noisy activities would be required to meet.

Water quality

Before European settiement, the Yarra River was proba-
bly clear except during floods. However, its water quality




and flow have been greatly raduced by practices such
as vegetation clearing, intensiva farming, overgrazing,
river management practices, pesticides, and sewage
and industrial effluent disposal. Run-off from construc-
tion sites and road verges have contributed to high
urbidity, which reduces the rectaational potantial of wa-
terways, damages aguatic ecosystems and results In the
need for dredging downstraam.

The State Environment Protection Policy W-29, 1984,
identified several beneficial uses that must be protected
(see Appendix D) by the quality of water in the Middle
Yarre. To protect these uses the poiicy sets out specific
standards for a number of water quality indicators, in-
cluding dissolved oxygen, bactaria, metals, turbidity,
nitrogen and phosphorus. The policy also sefs out a min-
Imurn daily flow.

Tha State Environment Pretection Palicy for the Watars
of Victoria (1988) Is a statew|de management policy and
is relevant toc improvement of water quality intha Yarra
and its tributaries. Several clauses from this policy are
contained in Appendix E. | ’

Theyre has been some improvement in water quality in re-
cent years, park rangers hava obsarved that some
forms of aguatic life (Platypus, native fish) can now be
found furthar downstream. However, the quality.of water
continues 1o decline downstream after more urban run-

- off antars the river, and much improvemant is still
regulred.

A recent pamphiet by the Environment Praotection Author-
ity, Reducing Turbidity in the Yarra, discusses the
sources of turbidity. Apart from increasing public awars-
ness of the problem, it suggests that the planning
process could be amended to include guidelines and
specifications to prevent tha run-off of clay and silt dur-
Ing subdivision, building-operations, drainage trenching
and pipelaying, and road construstion and maintenance,
in road construction, for example, it is important to en-
courage the revegetation of roadside batters. Sealed
roads also have an advant&ge over unsealad roads in
this respect, generating lass clay and silt.

Afurther problem is poliution caused by litter, particu-
larly piastic, washed off urban areas and entering the
river via stormwater drains, Gontroiling this problem
would improve environmental amenity, protect fauna
&nd raduce clean-up costs.

The Environment Protection Autherity and the Board of .
Works have racently completed a pilot study of litter cop-
trol In urban waterways, This has led to
recommendations for the use of littar traps on major
stormwater outfalis and for volunteer litter clean-up days

‘for the banks of urban streams. Howsver, the study con-
cluded that effactive litter control needs to tackle litter at
its source, including a public education campaign.
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Visual landscape

The Yarra Valley is one of the major natural featureg
Melbourne, and the widely varying landscape of thg
dle Yarra Valley Is a rich resource and public asset;
particularty as so much of it is coming inte public o
ship. This landscape is the background and setting
the experiences of people visiting the park, or living
and passing through the area. Viewing points [nciug
those looking out from the riverside parkiands, fro
walking and bicycie tracks, from adjacent hillsides
ing into and across the river, and from roacs cross;
passing alang the valley.

Howigver, the valiey Is stlll in transition, with a stead
growth of suburban development. Even over the pa
years the character of much of the valley surroundg
changed from rural and semi-rural to suburban, as
Bufleen and Templestowe. This procass will conti
ther upstream, and these areas will Josa their disting
sense of place unless adeguate pianning steps are
taken. -

Even in established suburban areas, changs could
verseiy affect the valley. An example is the suburb g
Eaglamont, which overlooks Yarra Flats. Some of i
hillsitie has been gardened since the 1840s and so
very old frees, both indigenous and excilc, ramain. §
arally, the hillslde presems a well-treed appearance
the park, an affect that could ke lost if multi-cwelling
units or dual cecupancy became widespread.

Similarly in the suburban development close to the
ajongside Templastowe Road, multi-dwelilng units 2
dual occupancy could prevent this hillside becomi
more treed. It would be a great loss to Melboums if|
controited devaelopment resulied in the valley becon
essentially urkan In appearance. '

The Middle Yarra Valley Visual Resource Study defi
four areas or units sach with its own distinct landsca
character {ses Map 4).

Jumping~-Watsons Creek Unit

Towards Warrandyte the Yarra River cuts through st
topography with a pronounced gorge. Staep slopes
occur north of the Yarra, and slightly more moderatg
slopes to the south. It has a rural-agriculiural charad
and large areas of semi-natural forest landscape, e
tively unaltered by residential development, roads &
bridges. Public land in this area is mosily part of the]
Warrandyte State Park, The principal threats io this
arg the potential cisaring of forested areas and highd
density rural residential developments. 1

Stony-Mullum Mullum Creek Unlt

Tha river.in this unit passes through nills that rige steg
in the sast and become more Modearate to the west.
Yarra continues in a sinuous pattem, bregking out of




gorge and bacoming straighter west of Paddles. its char-
acter Is semi-rural, with cleared paddocks, orchards,
woodiands and forest substantially attered for suburban

' residential development. The remnant forest areas on

the northem side of the river are susceptibie to higher
buliding denslties and ingreased tree removal from pri-
vate allctments. On the southern side, the character is
threatened by residential development in former open or
sparsely treed agriculiural land.

Plenty River Unit

The Plenty River Unlt, which does not contain any
reaches of the Yarra River, has a suburban and rural resi-
dential character. Tha rural-parkiand appearance of
cleared paddocks, redgum woodiands and golf courses
that separate the Yarra River from the suburban portions
of this unit are distinctive. The residential areas on the
northern hills have a dense tree canopy of both exotic
and indigenous species. Continued residential develop-
ment pressure could have an adverse visual effect,

.

Koonung Creek Unit

This unit contains much floodplain and is a major part of
the Ghandler Basin. The tiver is characterised by accen-
tuated meanders and several distinctive blilabongs,
including Whites Billabong and Banyule Flats. Its charac-
ter is strongly infiuenced by suburban surrounds, golf
courses and sports fields. However, there are axtensive
parkiands (including Bulleen, Banksia, Birrarrung, Yarra
Fiats, Westerfolds and Warringal Parks) of an informal,
pastoral nature. Tree cover Is fairly sparsa within the
floodplain, although there Is a narrow strip of aimost con-
tinuous riparian vegstation, scattered river redgums and
exotic tree rows.

The character of this area couid be threatened by the re-
movai of the axisting tree cover and increased building
heights and densities in surrounding residential areas,
by industriai deveiopment near the Banksia Street
bridge, and by more sporting facilities and recreational
structures. Major traffic routes already affact this unit.

Viewing zones

The surrounding areas that affect the Middie Yarra Vailey
have been defined by the Middie Yarra Valley Visual Re-
source Study, which delineates the viewsheds visibie
from all public open spag?-.and proposed public open
spaces along thie river. These were categorised into
three viewing zones:

O Viewing Zone A. The foreground and near mid-

. dleground areas where natural landscape features and
landscape attractions have an immediate visual pres- -
ence and can exert a significant degree of visual
influence on the experience of visitors,

O Viewing Zone B. The middleground and far mid-
dleground areas where natural landscape features have
an intermediate visual presence and a more moderate
degree of visual influence on the Yarra Valley landscape.

[ Viewing Zone G. The background areas where land-
scape features and alterations are well removed in terms
of their visual effects. Only major forms and basic color
hues are visibie,

These viewing zones have formed the basis of the areas

proposed for overlay controls by amendments 1o the
planning scheme, which are set cut in Part D.

O'Brien’s Lane,
Templestowe, is
characteristic of the Stony-
Muflum Mullum Creek unit:
semi-rural, cleared pad- -
docks, with woodlands
and remnant forests.
Suburban development

is threatening to
encroach.




Herilage landscape opporiunities

In addition to values based on scenic beauty or nature
conservation, landscapes can also have cultural vaiues.
This agpect was explored in the Heidelberg Conserva-
tion Shudy Part 2 — Historie Riverland Landscape
Assazsmernt, which conciuded that lzndscape precincts
in beth the Plenty Rivar and Koonung Creek units have
great cultural significance.

Some of these landscape precincts, particularly those
associated with the Heidelberg School of arlists &t Yarra
Flats and Banyule Flats, are considered to be of State,
and passibly national, significance “because thay re-
main sufficientiy intact, of a scale and in the locale of
major events in Australian history . , . it was these land-
scapes which inspired Roberts, MeCubbin, Streeton,
Conder, Withers, Fux and others, Thae landscapes thay
painted ramain sufficiently intact 5o that we can not anly
feel and sea the spirlt that moved them, but also virtually
locate gach major painting” (Heidelbarg Conservation
Shidy Part 2, p17). in thesa two [andgscape precincts, the
report recommends measures to ¢onserve the remnants
of the historical landscape and to reconstruct the pasto-
ral landscapes of the late 19th Century.

One of the planning options for the Middla Yarra Valley
is to design particular [andscaps pracincts to enhance
thess heritage values. Howaver, total reconstruction
would lead to significant conflicts with hature conagrva-
fion cbjectives. The cther extreme would be for heritage
landscaps restoration to focus purely on pre-Europegan
seftloment. Some compromise position between the res-
toration of post-European heritage iandscapes and
nature conservation fie pre-European) objectives needs
to ba estzbiished. This issus should be addressed more
fully In the Metropolitan Park Master Plan.

Localised threats and
landscape enhancement

The Middle Yarra Vallay Visual Resource Study identifies
key features that adversely affect the landscape qualiy
of the vallay and which might be improved by landscap-

ing and design. These are summarised on Map 4 of that .

repo.

They include features such as the Eastern Freeway and
bridges over the Yarra River, unscreened resident/al
areas, dominant sporing buidings, Industrial structures
adjacen to the parklands off Templestows and Bulieen
Roads, averhead power lings and the SEC Terminal Sta-
tion at Doncaster. Although planting in the Metropalitan
Park and other parklands has impraved the landscape,
many intrusiens anid threats remain.

One of the most intrusive features is the line of SEC
transmission towers that extsnds ovey largs areas of the
valley east of Paddles and within the Plenty River land-
scapsd unit, and particularly the line that crosses
Waesterfalds Park, runs west to Bimamung Park and
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" The report documents changing community ttid
. tha use of river valleys as utillty easements and cong
+ ued public oppogition 1o that particular proposal. T

., zohe part of Templestows from residential G to

souih to Burke Road. This latter line, construcied ng
20 years ago, has towers capable of transmitting 22
but to date operates only at 66 kv. The SEC wants
tain this extra capacity, however, as it could be neg
after construction of the Kew Terminal Station near.
Burke Road hridge.

The final report of the Powerline Review Panel in Ju
1989 recommended that a line of transmission towa
should not be constructed through Yarra Bend Pari
down the Yarra Valley to the Richmond Terminal Std

SEC intends to hold a full raview of its powsr grid si
gic plan and includs public consultation.

Past practice aliowed the estabilshment of an indusg
enclave closa 1o the Yara River In Bulleen and an i
trial zoning by the rivar flats off Templestowe Roead.;
detract from the integrity of the Middle Yarra Valley
ideally should be relocated, atthaugh this may nat b
feasible option In the foresesable future. F

Tha Warrandyte Townscaps |Improvement Report {1

gets out measures for enhancing the landscape of 3
Warrandyte by establishing a more integrated “vega
tion link™ with the surrounding reglonal landscape, I
strengthening the visual connection with the Yarra R
and developing "vagetation gateways" 1o the towns

The area of Warrandyta in the City of Doncaster and
Tarnplestows, zoned Warrandyte residential, is & paj
iariy sensitive area close o the Yaria River. A survey;
the City of Doncaster and Templestows in 1987 can
cluded that because of stesp slopes and soil Erosil
fire hazard and extensive nativa yegetation and faung
development should ba carsfully controlled. i

Thars is strong support among Templastows residej
for stricter planning controls, This has led to the pregy
tion of Amendment L25 to the Dancaster and :
Templestowe Planning Scheme, which proposes to

anvironmental residentiat zong. This zone recognise
the area's special landscape slgnificance. Generaly
bullding size is imited in floor area and height, and
iesa than 50 per cent of each allatment may be gards
lawin ar other prévious open space. A permit is regu
far the destruction of all except small trees. '

Ancther critical area is that between Odyssay Housé
Westerfolds Park, the Dellas Avenue-Unwin Street pf
cinct, where soime private residences extend to the
water's edge and immediately overlook the river. Thd
City of Doncaster and Templestowe has recognised
significance of thls area, now zoned residentiai C, b
designating the area with the lowest density in its Fla
Guids, and by carrying out a spacial study of tha aréj
This study showed that the majority of residents waiT
the area included in a special residential zone.
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2. Heritage

Aboriginal archaeological
heritage '

An archaeological survey of the study area was carried
out by the Victoria Archasclogical Survey (VAS) in 1990
to assist this concept plan and more detailed planning
requirements in the futura. ) )

The survey was based on a sampling approach, biased
towards tha sites most likely to have archaeological sig-
nificance. The WAS survay has been produced as a
background report to this concept pian and inciudes a
description of historical research, discussions with sev-
eral Aborigines and ofher paople, and a review of
previous survays. Although this survey found only 14 ar-
chaeological sites (three artefact scatters, 11 scared
irees), the relatively smell area surveyed indicatas that
many mors sitas would aimost centainly exist.

Historical research shows that the wheie of tha filood-
piain, with its hillanongs and swamps, was rich in
varlous foods and was much frequented by Aborigines.
The Bulieen area was particulary important, not only to
the local Wurundjesi but also to other tribes from a large
part of Victoria who visitad at certain times for gatharings
of religious and social impartance. Historic records also
show that some Dreamtime stories were located on the
Yama Fiats.

Matural forces such as floods and fire have destroyed or -

silted over many sites. Extensiva clearing and land erc-
sion also destroys sites and in the vallay, particulariy in
the western half, extensive cultivation for orchards, mar-
ket gardens and crops will have destroyed, obstured or
scattered some artefacts, The thick vegetation in many
areas alsc makes the location of artefacts difficult.

Traditional Aborigihal mesting places were at Pound
Bend {gazetted as an Ahoriginal Reserve in 1841}, along-
sidle the Yama in Warandyte, and near Whites Bilabong
in Bullzan. Map 5 indicates areas of high, mderste and
low archaeciogical sensitivity. Areas of high sensitivity in-
clude Birarrung Park, the confiuende of the Plenty and
Yarra Rivers, the area west of Bonds Road, and tha
areas at the end of Alexander Road (next to the rivar)

and sast of Alexander Rogd.

One reason why oniy a few artefacts can be located is
that items found during previous surveys wera collected,

This was the case with a survey of the valley in 1976-77
between Burke Road and Pound Bend. This survey io-
cated 25 sites with iithic Scatters, scarred trees and
stone axe remnants, particuiarly in the area towards the
southarn end of Bonds Road, and in Birrarrung Park.
Five scarred trees and two lithic sites were considered to
be of the highest leval of significance, warranting special
afforts to prevent further detsricration because of their
educational value or research potential,

_ The Victoria Archaeclogical Survay points out that

ground-disturbing activities for pathways, vegetation
clearing, erosion works or river management works are
itkely to disturb Aberiginal archaeclogical sites, and con-
siders that thesa should only be carried out in
consuitation with VAS staff. The detalled recommenda-
tions containad in the 1590 repont cover staff
procaedures, lizlson with the VAS and site-specific ac-
tions, and are dirscted specifically at the park
manzgemeit agencies.

A musaurn of the Wurundijeri might ba located in the Mid-
dle Yarra Valley t0 house antefacts and iilustrate ’
Abariginai life, with an outdoor area to halp interpret their

relationship with the valley. Suitable locations could be

near Whites Billabong in Buileen, &ff Tempiestows Road
between Bulieen and Finns Reserve or on Cocks iand.
Another possibility would be to esteblish some walks
Iinking and irterpreting the rathar scattered Aborlginal ar-
chaenlogical sites.

History of European settlement

Virtually every aspect of the Middia Yarra Vailey has
changed since the arrival of European settlers in the
1830s. Many of these changes are discussed in other
sactions of this report,

Many changes are obvious andl are a part of our historic
heritage. They reflact the changes that have led to the
developmant of Australians' values, character and out-
look. Indeed, the Yarra Valley has besn of particular
impartancs in the development of Australia,

Much of the history of the Middie Yarra valley has not
been researched or written. The Heidalberg Conserva-
tion Study of historie buildings, precincts and
landscapes in the City of Heidelberg Inciudes a valuable
review of the history of the area. The City of Doncaster
and Templestowe has recently completsd a heritage




study. The Shire of Eitham has started a heritage study
due for compietion in 1992. Known sites of historic signif-
icance are shown on Map 5. Sites with Nationai Trust or”
Historic Buiidings ciassifications are ilsted in Appendix C.

19th Century settlement

Land sales in Heidelberg began in 1838 and attracted
the prestige estates of wealthy men, including Charteris-
ville, Viewbank and Banyule. They were built in the
English tradition of modifying and beautifying the land-
scape by their settings and gardens. The area
prospered in the 1840s and 1850s with intense cultiva-
tion of the river flats by tenant farmers. After devastating
floods in the 1860s the emphasis became more pastoral.

Further upstream, sawyers were the first arrivals moving
through the valley, felling the greatest and straightest of
the eucalypts and she-oaks for building material and fire-
wood.. .

They were followed by squatters, and the Pontville home-
stead at Paddies could date from this part of the 1840s.
The owner bought part of his run when fand sales began
around 1850. Rosehill in Bonds Road and Sweeneys
Homestead both date from the later 1850s. The first goid
discovered in Victoria was in the Warrandyte area in
1851 and many sites and items remain within the
Warrandyte State Park. '

Many innovative methods were used to find gold. Much
of the tree cover was cleared and the river dammed and
diverted. in 1860, The island was created when miners
cut a canal at Thompsons Bend and diverted the river. In
1870, the Pound Bend Tunnel was created to assist gold
extraction from the riverbed.

From the 1880s, Doncaster and Templestowe beca
predominantiy a fruit-growing district with distinctive
windbreaks of Pinus radiata. Warrandyte became a
uiar tourist venue in the 1920s, boasting guest houseg
cafes and tea rooms. The river developed as a popu
focus for swimming and canoeing. ‘

The Heidelberg School

in 1889, the artists Arthur Streeton, Charles Condor 3
. Tom. Roberts members of what became known as {
o Heldelberg School, established their famous camp &
Eaglemont. When that camp ended Withers, one of i
members, started another at nearby Charterisville. M
others artists visited or stayed including Phillips Fox;
Norman Lindsay and Max Meidrum. '

They painted and repainted the-landscape, changing
way Australians iooked at their country. The type of §
scape they painted can still be seen in the Heidelbery
section of the valley. Indsed, the Heidelberg Consa
tion Study Part 2 jdentifies the exact location in Yarrg
Flats of some of Australia’s best-loved pictures.

Other areas of the valley also attracted artists. Both
Buvelot and Streeton, and particularly Davies, painte
Templestowe. In 1903 Withers moved to Eitham, and
Clara Southem settled in Warrandyte at the tum of thy

. century. in the 1930s, Jorgenson and others started’
artists’ colony at Montsalvat and Penleigh Boyd and
silieff moved to Warrandyte.

¢

Heide 1 at Bulleen, just across the river from Heidelb
was purchased by John and Sunday Reed in the 19;
and in the 1940s was seminal in‘the development of:
nay Nolan's art, and influential in the art of Arthur Bo

Heidelberg Park
playground. The
area sfill contains
many landscape
locations made
famous by the
Heidelberg Schod!
of artists.
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and Albert Tucker. all artists who have achieved mterna-
tional recognition.

It is difficult to think of any other area in Australia that has
attracted so many artigts of national and mternatmnal im-
portance to live in or paint its landscape.

The 20th Century

The valley has cantinued to be the scens of atiempts &t
new ways of living and new landscapes. Estates da-
signed by Waiter Burley Grffin border the study area
and the Eltham tradillon of bmldmg in mudbwick is now
part of our heritage.

From the late 18th Cantury, Yarra Flats was again the
scens of intensive farming by Chinese market garden-
ers, unti! swept away in the 1934 fioods. Later, with
increasing suburban developmerdt, the valley fioor itself
was changed by filling with rubbish for sporis fields and
goif courses; evidence of a period when Australians
placed little value on the natural attributes of thelr water-

ways.

The Warrandyte Stata Park was created in 1975 from a
combination of smallar resarves. Additlonal areas ware
added in 1981 and 1987. The first land for tha Yarra Val-
ley Metropolitan Park was reserved in 1971 and the first
area to be opened to the public was Banks:a Park in
1978.

Heritage of the Yarra Valley

Relics from the past help to explain historic events or
trends and to undsrstand our social history. Sometimes
these are paticular buildings, such as Culla Hill
{Thomas Sweeney's homestaad), or specific sites, such
as ihe ancient orchard at Sill's Bend. Or it may be the
pracinct or view we recognlse from a pairting. At an-
ather level, these may be quite isolated tems that halp
to recall the past, such as the hedges which bounded
old properties drold farm gates. Map 5 shows the loca-
tion of known hertage sites of itemns.

The Yarra Flats atea has & range of heritage items: ra-
minders of Aborigines, tld frees associated with
Charterisville, traces of boundary plarting between the
griginal prestigious estates, relics of the days of dairy
famming and perhaps of Chinese market gardening.
Moreover, it is the mcognisable landscape of marny of
Australia's maost famous palntings. Uritl relatively ra-
cenly the landscape continued across to the National
Trust-recorded house of Springbank/Clarendon Eyre off

Bulleen Road, but efforts to save its environs from subdi-

vision wers unsuccessful. Fortundtely there is little
possibility of further degradation of this heritage area.

i
The possibility of congerving or restoring the landscape
20 important to the Heiclelberg School of artists in Yarra
Flats and Banyule Fiats is discussed elsewhers in the re-
port under the heading "Heritage iandscaps opportunties”,
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It would be easy for developmerit of a section of the
Yarra Valley to refnove unknowingly some interesting, or
evan important, heritage item. So a prime issue is that
historic study should preceds development. In the ab-
sence of thorough higtoric research, a conscious
objactive should be nat to destroy or degrade historlc
sites or landscapes, or historic components of that land-
scape, That objective could oparats to ensurs that the
“sense” or “spirit" of place — the combination of sle-
ments that make one place different from anather — Is
recognised, and that dufl uniformity of developmernt is
avoidad,

Another issue concerms tiia possibility of planning hefi-
tage walks, with suitabid interpretation, perhaps inthe
Eaglemont-Chartarisviile area, and in the Banyuie-
Viewbank area. The latter could be greatly enhanced by
a pedastrian bridge over the Yarra River providing ac-
cess to the Heide Art Gallery, which has a fine collection
of works by paintars and scuptors, and Banksia Park.

A further issue concerns the suggestion that a memorial

" tothe Heidalberg School of artists should be developed.

The location of such 8 memoral would be critlcal as it
could reguire access for cars and busas and parking fa-
cliities.




3. Recreation

and tourism

Recreation

A methodology commonly used in recreation planning
is the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) ap-
proach, which is described in a paper by Stankey and
Wood (1982).

The basic assurmption underiying the ROS is that quality
recreational experiences can best be assured by provid-
ing a diversity of opportunifies. A recreational
oppaortunily fepresents a changa for a person to pariici-
pats in a specific activity In & particular setting in ordarto
reglise a predictable recrestional experience. The normal
ROS approach involves the development of classes of
recreation opportunities that provide differsnt activities
and exparisnces. The numbet of classes and the names
associated with them can be adapted to any particuiar
situation, although thay usualiy range from the relativaly
ramota {and primitive) settings to the more developed
{or human-made) settings.

in essance, the ROS is a planning tool that can ba used
to assess recreation cpporunities in a region, and for de-
veloping strategiss to ensure that & range of
opportunities can be provided end maintained.

Recreation activities within the
Yarra Valley Metropofitan Park .
and Warrandyte Stale Park

An increasing number of Melburnians visit these parks
each yaar — around 300,000 a year to the Warrandyte
State Park and around 625,000 to the Metropoiitan Park.
They come for a very wide range of activities, including
walking or jogging, picnicking, cycling, road skiing and -
roller skating, dog walking, nature study, organised
"Possum Prowls", fishing, swimming, playing on play-
grounds, canoeing, horse riding, informal baligames,
orienteering, parkmg,xéfnd fiying kites or modst agro-
planes.

Map 6 illustrates the existing facilities provided within
parkiand available for public or club use. Different user
groups could conflict with each other — for example,
horse riding with cycling, fishing with swimming, and a

) /
_ The process of management planning for parks car]

heavlly used trail witlr bird watching. Soma uges ca
rectly threaten conservation objectives, for exampig
horses can disturb and erode sensitive areas, andg
glng for worms as bait damages riverside vegetatiod

Planning and management need to balance conse
tion and recreation objectives by designating
congarvation arsas and areas with differert levels off
tivities — at the simplest leval, arsas for dispersad 4
informal {non-competitive) recreation, arsas for inte
informal recrealion and organised sport. In the interg
Informal recrealion areas, faciliies would be concar
trated and designed to cater for heavy use, with
access, car parks, toilets, litter bing ete. I the disps
informal recreation areas, there would ba anly limited
provigion of facilitiss such as walking tracks and on
irterpretation. .

the planning of such areas and faciities Into finer del
taking into account the distinctive "sense of place™
physizal characteristics and the general guidalmas
out in this concapt plan.

Group activities are very popular within the Metropal
Fark. Some of thesae are organisad by park staff, sud
as Possum Prowls and tree planting. A special evel)
the annual raft race at Westerfolds. Large group fung
tions clearly have the potential to dzmaga habitat IF i
carafully managed.

An important aspect of providing for racreation withi[
parks s the interpretation of park resources; these ng
to be available both to individuals and to organised 1
groups such as schoolchildren.

The Board of Works is investigating the need for a Y@
Park Centre on a site in the eastern sectlon of ;
Waesterfolds Park. Such a centre would incorporate il
pretative displays, a theatrette, an education activity
area, administrative space and iight rafreshments.




The urban sprawl has put
pressure on horse riding and
agistment in the Middle Yarra
Valley.

Walking and cycling trails

A hierarchical network of tracks Is desirable to cater for
both cyciists and walkers. Access trails are needed to
provide passage from adjacent residential areas and trib-
utary paths such as along the Plenty River. in places,
spur or short loop trails, such as at Banksia Park, can
provide easy short waiks suitable for older aduls, young
children and peopie with disabilities.

The Main Yarra Trait forms the backbone of the Metropol-
~ itan Trail Network, which was defined in the Metropolitan
Open Space Plan 1988. The trail is used by commuters
as well as for recreation, athough its primary purpose is’
recreational. Much of the trail-has already been con-
structed between the city and Banksia Park. An
extension through this part of the Middle Yarra Valley to
Warrandyte will complete a link of some 60 kilometres
for cyclists and pedestrians. Planning for the trail in the
study area has gone hand-in-harid with the preparation
of this concept plan. &

An important issue to be addressed in the dstailed de-
sign of the Main Yarra Trail, and any other shared
Pathways, is the potentiai confiicts between cyclists and
pedestrians. Depending onthe expected uss of a certain
section of the trail, the width and surface need to be suffi-
clent fo accommodate all users. However, high-standard

trails that encourage fast cycling create a greater degree
of confiict with walkers, and if this is a continuing prob-
lem then segregated routes may need to be considered.

In addition, iow-key trails, perhaps only slashed or
marked, can provide varied quiet walks. In places, these
could be on the cpposite side cf the river to the Main
Yarra Trall. Bridges over the river could offer the walker
the opportunity of a loop walk rather than the “out and
back” walk. In addition, these would serve the surround-
ing residential areas.

in all cases, track routes must not threaten landscape
quality and may need to avoid particularly sensitive
areas, such as those identified as having significant veg-
etation (Map 3). Trails must also avoid known areas of
Aboriginal archaeological significance and be located
far enough from the riverbank so that Platypus burrows
are not endangered. Weed invasion caused by in-
creased public access needs to be minimised through
appropriate park management.

Equestrian use

Horse riding in the Middle Yarra Valley is coming under
increasing pressure as the spread of residential build-
ings resuits in less land being available for keeplng or
agisting horses.




The managemant plan for Warrandyte State Park identi-
fies a serigs of firsbreaks and tracks linking into regional
trail networks on which horse riding would ba permitted.
Thesa routes largely separate horse riders from pedestrl-
ans. The Board of Works also prefars to separate horses
from peciestrians, and cyclists In particular, Access to
water is important for horses, who need o drink on hot
days. A bridie-path circult has been constructed at
Woesteriolds, but usage has heen ralatively low.

A "riding for disabled people” program is conducted
from the Maplestone proparty near the entrance to
Petty's Orzhard and on the route of the propesed bridle
path. Several horse and pony clubs are locatad fairly
close to the Metropolitan Park and provide facilities such
‘as a lunging ring, manege, jumping areg, toilets, club
headquarters, storage shed and car parking, Few are
alkle to provide cross-country tracks or long-distance ri-
ding trails. The Metropolitan Park providas land for the
North Eastem Horse and Pony Club, which has access
to tha public facilitins and also to limited agistment for its
members. :

The provision of private agistment within the Metropoll-
tan Park Is a vexad question, One view is that the privata
occupation of public open space is contrary to the con-
cept of acquiring land with public funds for the benefit of
tha general public, and excludes the public from bensfi-
cial use of the land. Ancther view is that if sufflcient
charge couid be izvied on horse owners to fully cover
costs, and the aliemative use is arézing by catlls, then
perhaps it is appropriaté to provide harse agistment.

Golf

The floodpialn at the western end of the study arsa con-
tains many golf coursas, with four located in the study
area and three mora further downstream. Indeed, the
Chandler Basin has the second-greatast concentration
of golf courses In Melbourne, exceadad oniy by the
"sandbelt” courses in the southern suburbs.

‘Of the seven golf courses mentioned, five are privais
clubs, aithough the Yarra Valley Country Ciub has only a
nine-hols course. Only two are public, the ivanhoe Golf
Coursa just outsids the study area and the Cambenwveall
Golf Course. There is also a commergial golf diiving
range on jand zoned proposed pubiic open space off
Templestowe Road.

There are no golf courses upstream of the Rosanna Galf
Course, which is on the Plenty River; the Warrandyte
Golf Course on Alexandar Road, which was open to the
general public, ciosed some years ago.

f
The City of Doncaster and Templestowe has beeh seek-
ing to develop a golf course within the municipality and
has ralsed the possibility of using the Board of Works-
cwned Paddles property, where the Muliim Mutlum
Creek joins the Yarra River.- Thers ara other options,
both within or outsids the Middle Yarra Valley. Within the
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valley, orie possible site is the former Warrandytg
Course, possikly extended to the north andfor ea
other possibility is an arrangemant with the Yarra
Couniry Club for co-operative use of its golf ool
tanded to an 18-hole course.

The golfing issus ralzas impottant questions. Sho
any furthar Yama Valley land be devoted to goif? A
facilities may be used, but park visitor statistics s
that other types of activities are also attracting inc
numbers of people. Should publicly owned land n
sarily be cornmitted to a parficular recreaiional
or shouid options ba kept open for futura decisio
tudes to river valley land and the popularity of diff
types of outdoor activities have changed markedr
past 20 years, and no doubt will continue to chan,

Other sporting activities

The floodplain of the study area is the main centra
other active recreational uss. Private facliities just
sid@ tha primary study area includs the sperting
complexes of Cardy and Trinity Grammar Schools
the playing fields of Marcellin Gollege. Within the
&reg are the sporting areas of the Veneto Ciub an
Yarra Vallsy Country Glub, and a proposed sportin
tra for the Greek community on the site of a forma
drive-in theatre.

Pubilc facilities are provided oy the municipalities
Camberwell Tennis Centre, the multi-purpose Bull
Park, Heidelberg Park and Warringal Parkiands an
Banyuie Flats. Students from Banyuis Sscondary
lege make use of some sporting facilitiss within
Warringal Parklands.

Water-based recreation

The Yarra River itself is an important recreation resc
particularly for canoeing. The Warrandyta State Par
a canoe launch and retrisval ramps at Yarra Street,
Warrandyte, and Pound Bend. Canoss ara availabl
hire at Pound Bend. The Victorian Board of Canoe.
cation conducts training courses at Fitzsimons Lan
whars canoas can also be hired.

The Middfe Yarra Vaﬂey Is a prime location for bath
experignced and novice canoeists.



The Middle Yarra Valley, particulasly upstream of
Westerfolds, is most suitable for canoeing. There are a

offer a challenge to all but the most expeit canoeists.
The river itself and the surrounding environment ase also
of a surprisingly high quality. The area offers an unex-
pected remoteness considering the close proximity to
the urban area, tranquillity and a strong bushland charac-
ter upstream of Fitzeimons Lane. Scenic quality is high
and the potentiai visuai impact of any developments

¢ within the parkland comidor or adjoining private land
nesds to be kept in mind, Gertain landscaping improve-
ments could also heip screen power lines and other

" unsightly intrusions.

The location and number of canoe ramps OF access
points will need to be reviewed periodically, as wili the
provision of camping facllities for overnight canoeing
trips.

The Department of Gonservatlon and Environment an-

¥ courages swimmers to use five designated locations

. - within Warrandyte State Park. The Board of Works has

k. designated no recommended swimming locations,

£~ largely because of poor water quality and the possible

. threat of litigation foilowing injury to swimmers. The

. State Environment Policy applying to this section of the
.. Yarra provides for swimming, boating and fishing as ben-
b eficiai uses, but secondary contact activities only (eg.

¢ fishing, wading) in the tributaries.

i Both the board and DCE discourage swing ropes on fiv-
-erside trees, and both prohibit the use of commercial

& howered boats on any stretch of water in'the Middle

E Yarra Valley.

ecreational fishing s a very popular activity, and the
Yara supports both native and introduced fish species.
EAlthough removing snags may benefit canoeists, they
fare an Important pait of fish habitat, so some balance
[eads to be found between these competing interests.

Other recreational opportunities

hiside Park and Art Gallery, atiractively located beside
the river and adjoining Banksia Park, offers access to
contemporary art exhibitions in a most interesting build-
ing, a sculpture display in the well-timbered garden and
alfir ne herb garden. Helde 1, nextto the art gallery, isa
Victonan house with a splendid garden, which is ex-
pected to come into’ public ownership at soma stage.

It ls-planned that Banyule Homestead, a historic building
own right with outstanding views over the Yarra Val-

EWill house a permanent display'of furniture and other
artafacts

\ ith[n the Metropolitan Park and the Warrandyts State
éiiare many historic features and buildings. Some of
. uildings could require extensive reconstruction.
e extent to which these shouid be open to the pubiic,

series of rapids of Grade 1 and Grade 2 standard, which _
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including access for cars or buses, needs to be consid-
ered carefully in the master plan,

The Board of Works has done a lot of reconstruction
work to provide a working historic orchard at Petty’s.

Planning for recreation
in the Yarra Valley

in developing a concept plan for an area such as the
Middie Yarra Valley, the long-term interests of the com-
munity must be the fundamental concern. A recreation
survey of iocal residents wguld inevitably show unmet
demarid for particular spomng facilties. On the other
hand, many surveys (including a study of residents’ atti-
tudes undertaken for the Yarra Valley Mstropolitan Park
in 1977) indicate that preserving bushland and reiatively
naturai environments is a high priority for a majority of
people. A study by Nettleton (1987) highlighted the im-
portance of natural spaces with elements of
"wilderness"” — bushland, water and animals — for chil-

_dren.

Planning for recteational opportunities in the Yarra
parklands must firstly reflect the fact that these are metro-
politar) assets, established to serve at least the eastem -
region if not the whoie of Melbourne. Their role is to pro-

vide recreational experiences beyond the scals of

smalier parks. Thereforg, these major parks do not nec-
essarily have to provide for every type of recreational
activity.

Second, park planning should capitalise on the unique
opportunities offered by the Yarra Valley, with its exten- -

~ sive and relatively unspoilt natural and rural

environments. Recreational pursuits and facilities that de-
stroy that character should not be included. It is
important to protect and maintain recreational settings at
the “natural” end of the Recreation Opportunity Spec-
trum. While it Is relatively easy to convert natural settings
to usban ones, the reverse process Is essentially impos-
sible. Once these natural environments are developed
and urbanised, thair unique character is lost, futurs op-
tions are closed off and the diversity of opponunmes is
reduced.

Two factors appsear certain. First, usage of the parkland
wili increase as Melbourne’s population grows and as
the population in the vicinity increases because of urban
consolidatton practices such as dual occupancy and re-
duced lot sizes.

Second, recreational patterns will continue to change in
ways that cannot be predicted. It is almost certain, how-
aver, that community interest in, and nsed for, natural
recreation settings is more likely to increase than decline.

Racreation planning for the major parks must be an on-
going process and, as far as possible, planning should
keep open options for changes of use. For example, any




Tha Yarra River frontage at
Warrandyle. The township fs
an afiraciive and popufar
destinabion for visitors and
forms part of #he Yarra Valley
Egenic Drive.

devsioprhent on the fisodpiain shouid keep open thea op-
tion of recreating more wetlands.

Tourism potential )
Wariandyts township Js en attractive and popular dasti-
nation for visitors, and the recently opened Yara Valley
Scenle Drive, which signposts a routs along the valley
from Williamstown to Warrandyts, could increase the
nurnbar of tourists.

Particuiar features along the route that couid prove at-
tractive inciuda the gaileries at Banyuis Housa and
Heids, the propossd cantra for the Yarra Vaiiey Metropoi-
itan Park in Westerfoids, the historic orchaid centra at
Fetty's, Pontvilia Homestead and Pound Band.

Tourism in the Upper Yarra Valley has been incraasing
with visits to wineries, craft centres and plant nurseries,
The scenic driva could well exiend further upstream
from Warrandyte.

The possibiiity of increassed tourism has obwious Implica-
tions for tha proviston of faciities, including spur access

roads to and within parkiand, and provision of additionai

parking spacs,

&




4. Land use issues

Land use, ownership and zoning

' Present iand use is shown on Map 7, iand ownership on
Map 8, and zoning on Map 9. Tabie 1 sets out some of
the main controis that apply te the principal zones, re-

serves and overlay planning controls applying within the
Middle Yarra Valley.

Upstream of Warrandyle township, the valley [s pringi-
paily In private cwnership with the exception of the
Warrandyte State Park; which continues beyond the
study areato Mourtt Lofty. South of the township parts
of tHa State Park, including Fourth Hiii and the Common,
are isciated areas of parkiand away from the river.

From Pound Bend upstream all of the strip of jand aiong
the southern bank of the Yarra River is in'public owner-
ship {manafged by the Dapantmert of Conservatlon and
Envirenment or the City of Doncaster and Templestowe)
except for & streteh from the Warrandyte-Ringwaood
Road east to Black Fiat, which is zoned conservation A
On the nerth of the river in this section most of the river-
side strip is Crown reserve, with the remaining pieces
zoned proposed public cpen space.

Upstream of Warrandyte township, privately owned land
to the south of the river I generally zoned landscape in-
terest A with the exception of the consarvation A zone
already mentionad, Morth of the river, residentlal zones
extertd up to Blue Tongue Bend; fusther upstream it
changes to conservation A and landscape interest G.

At Warrandyte township, Yarra Street is located close to
the river and a simall area is zoned restrictad business.
The rest of Warrancdyte township west to Pound Berd
has recently been rezoned to special residential No. 4
{Warrandyte), a new zone e encourage conservation
and described under the heading "Localised threats and
landscape enhancement”.

Downstream from Pound Bend, a much wider area of

-the valley is reserved as public open space or proposed

pubiic open space, intended principally for development
as the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park; Significant areas
of open space withln the Metropolitan Park are managed
by the Shire of Eitham and the Cities-of Doncaster and
Templestowe, Heideiberg and Camberweli, Map §
shows that much of the land propesed for the Yarra Vai-
ley Metropolitan Park is already owned by the Board of
Works.

in many locations upstream of the Banksia Street bridge,
the pubiic open space resefVes for the Metropeiitan Park
inciude, or are flanked by; ‘iarge areas zoned speciai con-
servation. Originaily it was pianned that these areas
wouid be reserved as cpen space, but in 1875 it was de-
cided, iargely for cost reasons, that they be held in a
zone that would allow virtually no change. The special
consarvation zening was adopted as a helding zone
pending & decision as to the uliimate use.

Narth of Overbank Road in tha Shire of Eftham and as
‘far west as the iine of Sweeneys Lane, jand is zoned
iandscape interest C and is used for hohby {arms and
rural residential purposes. Virtualiy no broad-acre graz-
ing or cther rural activities remain on private land
dewnstream from Warrandyte.

To the south of the Metropolitan Park, west of Pound
Bend Road to Fitzsimons Lane, tha land is zoned mainky
rasidential D. This lightly timbered grazing courtry is be-
coming urbanised rapidly, and thig change has much
potentiai to reduce the quaiity of the park’s visual land-
scapg. ;

This stretch of residential D zening s interrupted at Mul-
lurn Mulium Creek by public purpcse reservations for
the quarry of the Doncaster and Templestowa Councii,
the S8ECV's Doncaster Terminal Station (the focus of
transmission towers within the Metropolitan Park) and
the proposed depet of the Gity of Doncaster and Tem-
plestows,

North of the Metropolitan Park in the Shire of Eltham
o]
i sl

_ from Sweeneys Lane west to the area of Moptpelie

Drivethe land 1s also zoned residentlal D2, The impact
that residertial D deveiopment can Haw this park is

" ciearly svident in the Fitzsimons Lane and Mentpelier

Drive areas.

Further downstream on both sides of the oper space
are the developed suburbs of Templestowe and Heidel-
berg, zoned residential C. At this weastern end of the
study area, the Yarra Valley contains many public and
private sporting faciiities. Amang the private facillties are
ttie Heldelberg Golf Club, the Rosanna Goif Slub, the
Yarra Valiey Country Glub and Golf Gourse, the piaying
fields of Carey and Trinity Grammar Schools and the
Veneto Club facilities. There is a proposal for another fa-
cility on the cid drive-in theatre site south of Banksia
Street bridge. Facilities open to the public are the




Camberwell Golf Course, the City of Camberwell tennis
courts, Bulieen Park and a privately operated golf driving

range. This pattern of both public and private sporting fa-

cilities continues downstream of the study arsa.

The Heide property, adjacent to Banksia Park, is Crown
iand. Management is vested in a company limited by
guarantes and administered by a board that is assisted
by the Ministry for the Arts.

Some of the few ramaining private agricuitural pursuits
Include Henderson's Seed Farm in Templestows Road
and catils grazing at Banyuls Flats. The Board of Works
continues grazing in severai arsas and ieases Peity's for
_orcharding.

Near the Banksia Street bridge at Bulleen are the only in-
trusions of industry into the Middie Yarra Valiey. These
two areas ars zonad restricted iight industriai. immedi-
ately downstream of the study area at the southem snd
of the Burke Road bridge is the Kew Terminai Station,

from whers the transmission iine extands through the vai-

iey to the Doncaster Terminai Station.

 Sections of the City of Heidelberg immediately adjacent
to the Metropoiitan Park have overiay controls as urban
conservation areas. These apply from Banyule Second-
ary Collge south to Mossman Drive,

Main features of existing planning conirols

A. ZONES

Residential C
The main residential zoning for suburban Melbourne. No

‘,:v\u planning permits are required for the developmsent of a

detached house (provided no part of the building is
more than 12 metres abovs the natural surface of the

~ground; of for Works on the land. Subdivision requires a

permit.

Resldential D

Caters for low-density residential development without
reticulated sewerage. Subdivision requires a permit, and
a house requires a permit if land area is less than 0.4
hectarss. No parmits arg required for works or removal
of vagetation.

Residential D1

Provides for low-density housing in & traed setting, while
conserving and enhancing the environmental qualities of
the area. A permit is required for g detached houss, re-
moval of native vegetation@nd subdivigsion. The

minimum-siz& for new lots& 0.4 hectares, Y
m g & £ prenced a.ol

Residentlal D2 -
As for Residential D, but a house requires a permit if the
land area is less than 0.6 hectares and removal of native
vegetation requirss a permit. The minimum size for new
lots is 0.4 hectares.

Lo ot.af\; o\ D

+

Landscape interest A
The chjectives are to maintain and conserve the exlstln
environmentai characteristics, eg. landscape, Soii, wat
vegetation, air, and to control noise poilution. A de-
tached house generaily requires a minimum of eight
hectares, Subdivisions, buiidings, works, and removai
native vegetation within 20 metres of a road or water-
course ail require permits. ok b= e

Plo 1w
Landscape interest C S ;
The objectives are to conserve dnd maintain, as far as
practicable, sxisting rurai uses, iandscape quality and
other enwronmentai assets/Subdivision and removaj
native vegetanon raquire permits. The nominal minimu
size for new lots is eight hectares.

Conservation A
The objectives inciude the conservation of indigenous
flora and fauna and are generaily simiiar to landscapa
terest A. A detached house generaliy requires a
minimum of 40 ha, and this is gensraily the minimum
subdivisicnal area, Subdivisicn, buiiding, works and rg
moval of native vegetation ali require permits.

Special conservation

The objective is to restrict development to that existing
at the time the zoning was applied to preserve the opp
tunity for the future use to be determined. Most uses,
and the creation of new allotments, are prohibited. Aff
estation, agriculturs, buildings, works and removal of
native vegstation all require permits.

Speclal Use 1 (religious and educationai Institution
-and private sports grounds) !

This zone caters for private uses as described. Subdw

sion, buildings and works are all subjectto a planning

permit,

Restricted light Industrial

This is designed for industrial activities in sensitive lo
tions. All buildings and works (with minor exceptlons)
require planning permits.

B. RESERVATIONS

Public open space
This reservation is for existing open space. A permit is
quired for uses such as community halls.

.

Proposed public open space
This indicates a futurs intention to buy the land for ope
space. ' :

«Public purpose 18 (BOW) _
This is for existing Board of Works utilities such as eas
ménts and pipe tracks.

C. OVERLAY CONTROLS

Urban conservation area )
The objactives are to conserve and enhance areas of




chitectural or historic character and to encourgge devel-
opmient to be in harmony with existing character and
appearance. A planning permit s needed for subdivision
and most activities, inciuding new buildings and works.

Utilities

A number of SECV transmission lines traverse the study
area downstream of Alexander Road. Map 8 shows the
locatlon of 300 kv and 220 kv easements. The SECY has
a terminal station at Templestowe and a zone substation
at Heldalberg, and there is provision for & future zona
substation at Lower Plenty. ‘

" Al SO0 ky easements at present are occuplad with frans-
migsion fines and in sevaral cases also contain 66 Ky
lines. The 66 kv sasement is unoccupied and there ara
no immediate plans for ks use.

The only defined fuiure developments for 220 kv and
500 kv lines in the study area |s the construction of an
additional doubla circuit 200 kv line from Templestows
Tarminal Station. This will be on the existing easement
heading south-east from Templestowe, which barely en-
crogaches intothe secondary area of concern. The ‘
earliest that this line would be constucted weuld be the
iate 19903, but it is uniikeiy this century.

The growth of vegetation on the sasements is contiolied
1o maintain suificient clearanses for the safe cperation of
the trangmission fine. Open vegetation that does not ex-
caed three metres in height can generally be retalned an
the easement provided that access to the towers and
lina is not impeded. At iiver crossings and in guliies
whera larger than normal clearances io the conductors
are available, increased tiee height is permitted, subject
to Individual consideration of each location by the SECV.

The density of vegetation on the aasement must be re-

stricted 1o minimisa the quantlty of fuel available Inihe
case of fire. During construction of lines some addhionz|
clearing may be required to enable access to tower sites
by vehicles and equipment. After construction is com-
pletad somea regrowth is permitted, A clear area of
approximately 20 metres is generally required arcund
towers for mairtenance purposes.

The impact of transmission lines and towel's on river
lendscapes is discussed under “Localised threats and
lzndscape enhancement” in the section on visual land-

scapa.
Roads -,vl, ! .'.. ;4;-

Construction is underway to dupllcate the Fitzsimons
Lane bridge and jts approaches; otherwise the
Government's intent remains in accord with Melbourna's
arterial road strategy. The Next Tern Years — fhe ME-
TRAS Report MS, Includes no other changes to the
arterial roads in the study area, and in particular no naw

cressing of the Yarra River.

Bullean Road has ziready been widened south of Whites
Billabong. Proposals to widen the road upto Bridge
Street ere being considered, as are proposals io dupli-
cate Templestows Road and upgrade Bridge Street.
When and Iif the Eastem Freeway |Is extendsd, there is a
proposal to provide & full diamond at the Bulleen/Thamp-
sons Road Intersection.

Roads within the Yarra Valley need to be designed to
minimige any visuat conflicts with the parklands, n partic-
ulat, roads could reflect the serpertine qualities of the

" river and techniques such as vajiable medians and plam-

ings should be conslidered.

Aesthetle abjectives may suggest that many local roads
withirt the semi-rural areas in the eastem part of the

Birrarrung Park welfands. One
fssus thet must be consivered
is direct access to parks from
surrounding privata land. Should
sturdy fences dany access io
protect sensitiva and
revegelaling sites?
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study area should remain unsealed. As mantioned in tha -
saction on water quality, unsealed roads contribute to
high turhidity levels in the Yama River and [ts tributariss.
Therafors, some balance needs to be found betwesn of
visuai quality and water quality.

The public/private interface

: Many of these issues have been mertioned [n other
: P parts of this report, but for convenisnce they are
t 0 ! e " summarised under this heading.
|
\

R When private land is subdivided, the possibie impact on . Lo
i , L adjgining parkland needs to be addrassed, particulary )
I in the design of drainage systems that can disrupt estab-
n i o lished pattems of run-off into parkland and In effluent
| \ | l L disposai, as much land adjoining the study area has no
‘ | . © reficuisted sewerage. The Middla Yarra Vailay will be bat-
i Lol e ter preserved if indigenous vegetation is not damaged
by thesa changes. '

Another issue at this stage Is that of fencing and access _ :
from private iand. It could be inappropriate for peopls _ ]
within new astates or properties adining thesa parks to
have direct access, for reasons such as protection of
sensifive siies Or areas being revegetated, In many
cases, a substantial fence should prevant movament
across the boundary,”

These issues raise the questions of the need for parmits
at the subdivision stage and later for house building and
associated works, which aiso have the potential to dam-
aga the visuai impact and surface drainags of parkland.

If indigenous vegetation extends across tha boundary
from parkland into private land, the vegetation of the
parkland is better protected and habitat for native fauna
is anhanced. On the ather hand, fire management imea-
sures may require particular attention.

in places, vegetation within the parkland has been dam-
aged by unauthorised clsaring on adfacent privetely
owned land. The invasion of pest plants from sesd dis-
persal or dumping of garden rubbish aiso cause
problems. Solutions ¢ould best ba found through a pro-
gram of co-operation-with adjacent land owners.

Anathar Issue is that of roaming doemestic pets, which
can prey upon fauna within the park. Counciis have the
. powers to place various restrictions on the ownership of
domestlc pets and relatively strict controls have been in-
troduced further upstream in the Band of Isies area. A
substantial fence around sensitive areas of the Matropoli-
tan and State Parks would at lsast assist in combaling
this probiem. &
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1. General

land use policies

Geology

O Identify and protect ali significant geciogical and geo-
morphological sites.

1 Hightight these featurss through park 1nlerpi'etallun
and set up viewing cpportunities. .

Vegetation

O Ensure that remnant indigenous vegetation of stata,
regional or high iocal significance is protected. Refar-
enca areas and quadrals must aiso be protactad and
rmonitarad.

O Encourage the restoration of indigenous species
wherg practicable, particularly in degraded areas. Regen-
eration should be guided by detalled surveys of
referance aneas. .

O .Continua a minimum disturbance policy in aii vegeta-
tian remnants. Fire, biackbird and rabbit control
measuras should be Initiated where appropriate.

O Produce a revegetation master plan, finking large
blocks of good-quality indigenous vagetation by corri-
dors. A riparan bushland corridor alongside the Yarra
River is an essential part of thia plan,

O Controi or eradicate alien plant species that hava the
potantiai to cause serious wead problems. In particular,
basket willow fress should be removed from the banks
of the Yarra Biver and tributaries. Snags that provide
shefter for fish-should be retained as far as possible, tak-
ing into account flooding problems and the safety of
swimmers and canosists,

O Discourage or rastrict public access where any signifi-
cant remnants or ravegetatlon arsas couid be
threatened,

TOP LEFT: Market gardening in O'Brien’s Lang, Tam-
plestowe. BOTTOM LEFT: The rural atmosphere of
Afexander Road, Warrandytsa.
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O Encourage the planting of appropriate species on
vate land adjoining existing and future parklands.

Fauna

00 Enhance and protect wildlife corridors besed on &g
vegetation master plan, which should inciuda the
immediate anvirons of the Yarra and its tributaries.

O Protect all remaining areas of potential value as wid
{ife habttat, Indigenous animals should be remtroduc g
where appropriate.

O Retain nesting hollows suitable for arboreal mammnd
and birds unless the traas or limbs are a safaty haza d
park visitors. C

I:] Control and eliminate past animals from open spajy
areas wheraver possibte.

‘Waterways and wetlands

01 Protact and enhancs all existing watlands anc bnl
bongs.

O Develop a community information program abautf]
values of tha Yarra Valley wetiands and opportunities;
viewing birds.

[ Retain some options for Creating new wetlands, pal
ticuiarly downstraam of tha Planty River. :

O Prohibit grazing by domestic stock next to w;atlan |
billabongs, tha Yarra River or tributarigs, : ‘

O Maintaln the hydraulic capacity of the Middle Ya
River floodplain downstream of tha Plenty River. Im- |
prove the river's hydraulic capacity further upstream
necessary.

O Prohibit development that waould interfere with tha
floodway function.

O Restrict development of land subject to flooding €8



sistent with the designated management areas and site
specific recommendations in this concept plan.

Fire management

[ Use fire as a tool for encouraging bushland and
grassland regeneration only as part of an approved man-
agement plan.

O Implement fire prevention works to minimise any risks
to park users. Fire protection plans shouid be prepared
for the Metropolitan and State Parks in consuitation with
local municipal fire prevention committees.

[ Encourage adjoining landowners to provide ade-
quate fire protection on their own land.

[ Ensure that park visitors in the more remote areas are
aware of fire-related procedures, avacuation routes and
refuge areas.

[0 Formalise arrangements between the Board of Works
and the SEC about clearing under overhead wires,

Noise

[0 Ensure the protection of "qguiet” areas within parkiand
by appropriately locating nolsy activities and facilities
that may attract crowds, and by dense screen pianting
and mounding.

O Use mounding and fencing wherever possible to re-
duce the impact of traffic noise on open space.

Water quality

[0 Protect the beneficiai uses defined in the State Envi-
ronment Protection Policy W-29 for the Yarra River and
tributaries. The relevant uses are listed in Appendix D.

[0 Ensure that new subdivisions are adequately
sewared at time of subdivision, or that domestic
wastewater is adequately retained and treated within
each allotment.

O Planning authorities will consult with the EPA to
amend local planning schemes to ensure that poliuted
run-off and erosion is minimised. Land-disturbing activi-
ties will be carefully controlled and appropriate soli
conservation measures taken to minimise erosion and
sediment run-off, The EPA is preparing guideiines for
planning controls. X

[ Stabilise eroding streambanks by appropriate plant-
ing and structural works where necessary. However,
natural stream bank erosion should be allowed to take
place unless recreational, conservation or public safety
concerns require it to be stabilised.

[ Any litter traps or settlement ponds should be in-
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stalled in consultation with the Board of Works. Before
they are installed responsibility for cleaning them should
be resolved.

[ Refer also to the State Environment Protection Policy:
Waters of Victoria (1988). See Appendix E.

Visual I;'mdscape

[ Establish screen planting aiong park boundaries with
adjoining residential, commercial and industrial land,
generaily using indigenous piants.

[ Ensure that the-bositiv'é gﬁa distinguishing character-
istics of the four landscape character units are retained,
while the negative features are minimised. Positive char-

acteristics and the "sense of place” of smaller sub-areas

should be maintained. (Refer to site recommendations
and the Visual Resource Study.)

[0 Conserve and reconstruct historical landscapes, par-
ticularly those associated with the Heidelberg Schoot of
artists, consistent with the protection and enhancement

of natural features.

Heritage

O Protect and enhance all significant sites of historicai,
archaeological and culturai value where appropriate.

[0 Ensure that any works which could potentially disturb
Aboriginal archaeological sites are only carried out in
cansultation with VAS staff.

[0 Use appropriate park interpretation to highiight histori-
cal and archaeological sites within the Yarra Valley.

Recreation and tourism

[0 Ensure that open space is protected consistent with
the Government’s Metropolitan Open Space Plan (1988).

[0 Ensure that the construction of traiis, buildings and
other faciiities associated with recreational activities
does not damage streamside vegetation, the river
banks, or areas of flora significance.

O Ensure that areas with & high fire hazard rating are
not used as major recreation areas for iarge numbers of
people, at least during the fire season.

O Improve access for disadvantaged groups, including
people with limited mobility.

O Encourage the provision of public transport to major
recreation sites. -

[0 Provide and maintain a range of outdoor settings for
recreation, ranging from quiet, relatively natural areas to
intensively developed recreation areas. Conflicts be-
tween recreation activities should be minimised.




Park mzanagement plans wilf
encourage the formation of
“friands” groups to help care

for the parks.

O Encourage the formation of a Friends of Yarra Valley
Metropolitan Park group or groups. The work of the exist-
ing Friends of Warrandyte State Park will continua to be
supported. '

[ Foster an increased sense of awareness and commit-
ment to the Mlddle Yarra within the community, Visitor
information should cover both the netural features and
heritage of the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park and
Warrandyte State Park.

O Investigate and promaota opportunitias for tourlam
that are consistent with park management objectives.

O investigate opportunities for providing adventure play
facilities for ali age groups and particularly olfder children
and teenagers.

[0 Consider opportunities for an internal transit system
(eg. mini railway or mini bus) to provide access between
different segments of both Yarra Valiey Metropolitan
Park and Warrandyte State Park.

Roads and utilities

O No new road crossings of the Yarra River will ba con-
structed in the foreseeable future, other than the
duplication of the Fitzsimons Lane bridge (press release
by the Minister for Transpart, April 1989). )f any rew
crossing were 1o be contemplated, all relevant optlons
should be subject to an Environment Effects Statement
and any existing or proposed public open space taken
should be replaced according to clauses 5.1 and 6.5 of
the Metropelitan Open Speice Plan (1288).

[0 Ensure that the:gesign and construction of roads lo- *
cated within or nearthe Yarra Valley takes into account
their conservation values and tourist or recreation func-
tion. Planting along roadsides and medians should
harmonise with adjoining parklznd and techniques such
as variable medians should be conslderad,

[0 Locate and construct streets and roads in way s that

41

minimiza soil erosion. It is important that roads ara 3
to minirmise earthworks. Techniques to control erosh
involva drainage control, revegetation of battars ang
Iment raps. All ex|sting streets and roads should bg
upgraded to minlmise erosion and river siliation as ¢

~ as practicable (refer clause 47, Appendix E).

[ Any naw transmission lines should be placed ung
ground. Existing towers and wires should be screeny
as far as possible, while retaining the option of replaf
220 kv towers with jower voltage transmission systes
requiring only poles fwhich might be located along
roads ouiside the park). In the long term, ail existing
transmission lines shouid be placed underground, R
ity should be given to the use of low-voliage buridieg
cables where distribution lines are being instalied o
placed. These allow tres pruning to be subsiantlally
reduced,

The public/private interface_

- [0 Ensure that the adverse effects of drainage nun-of

and effluent disposal from residential properties bord
ing the parks are minimised through planning and |
buitding controls.

O Park management agencies will initiate community
education pragrams with neighboring landownersto
combat ciearing of native vegetation, rubbish dumpit]
and stray cats.

0O Consider fencing sensitive parts of the Yarra Vallé
Metropclitan Park to protect wildlife habitat and redug
rabbit populations, dog acoess, litter and thett.

[ Consider declaring a dog-free area within tha Met
politan Park upstream of Fitzsimons Lana. The
Warrandyte State Park Management Pian has defnn ]
dog-fres araas.

00 Enforce regulations to prevent illegal shooting, tr2
bike and mini bike riding. ) k




2. Access and

circulation

Cnie of the main ohjectives of this concept plan [s 1o sug-
gest a basic natwork of paths for recreational use within
the vallay, and t¢ recommend suitable connactions t¢
trails along tributaries and other open spaca corridors
(refer Part A, and the policies in chapters 1 and 3 of Part
C). The more detalled master and management plans .
for particular argas will refine this network and add extra
local routes and spacial-purpose trails (eg. for equastri-
ans). Traffic clrculation and car access points to the
parkland along the Yarra Valiey ars considered very
broadly and must be addressed in detail during the prap-
aration of master plans. Water-based activities are also
considared in thies section.

Co-ordinating the davelopment among the ralevant man- -

agement agencles s particujariy important for activities
that involve access along the entira valiey corridor using
tand owned by different agencies. Possibile access
poirts and circulation routes are shown on Map 10

Pedestrians and cyclists

The Metropolltan Qpen Space Plan 1988 deslgnated the
Yarra River Trail &3 & major opan space trail, forming the
batkbone of & network of trails throughout the northem
and eastern suburbs.

Forty kiiometres of shared-use pedestrian and cycle
pathways have already been completad downstream of
Barksia Strest and in sections of the Metropoiltan Park.
A proposed 23 kilometres of extra trail would éxtend the
system 1o Warrandyte, with provision for linkages to sub-
sidiary trails along the Pienty River, Muiium Mullum
Creek, Diamond Creek, Ruffay's Crzek and Pound

Bend. The location of the Main Yarra Trait and the neces-
sary bridge crossings are shown on Map 10. .

In general, the design of major trails ""'EU comply with the
Victorian State Bicycle Committes’s planning and de-
sign guidelines. There may be some limited sactions,
however, where optimum requirements for cyclists can-
not ba met without unacceptable environmant changes.
For example, compromise may be necessary to avoid
ecologicaily sensitive areas or to reach interesting van-
tage points. The selection of appropriata gradients is

imporant and will be geared to the needs of cyclists,
and wheelchairs where possible. The design standards
of shared bicycle/pedestrian trails will need to take ac-
count of potentlal conflicts betwaen these user groups.

The width of the Main Yarra Trail will generally be 2.5 me-
tras and the surface will be appropriate to local
environmemnizal conditions. A light-colored sealed surface
is proposed ovar most of its length. Construction wili in-
clude ali necessary fencing and soms screen planting.
Signs will also be Installed at suitable locatlons In accor-
dance with the Metropolitan Trail Metwork Signage
Manual (1950).

The recommendad route for the Main Yarra Trail is de-
scribed in Appendix F. Several factors were considerad
when determining the most appropriate course. Thesa in-

Cluded:

(1 Feasihility and cost, Structures such ag board waiks
are relatively expensive and steep siopes require extan-
sive earthworks.

O Safety. Most read crossings are potentially danger-
ous unless contralled by trafiic lights.

O Land availabliity. Using publicly owned land would
enable the trall to be complated much earfier than if ex-
tensive land acquisition was needed. '

[0 Sites of environmental signiflcance, Arsas or fea-
tures of high nature conservation, historical or
archasoiogical value shouid be avoided. Protection, as
wali as the enhancemant of wildlife corrldors, should be
ansured,

O Protection of river banks and soil eroslon. Public
access shauld not damage river banks, fparlan vegeta-
tion, cause soil erosipn or drainage problems.

0 Maintain development optlons. It is important that
optiens are not closed off for the types of development
which could be considerad as part of the Yarra Vallay
Metropolitan Park Master Plan.



. O Route directness, The advantages and disadvan-
tages of relatively direct routes versus those which
follow contours.

[ Connections to other trails and external (road) ac-
Cess points.

Other pedestrian trails

Possible pedestrian-oniy traiis are also shown on Map
10. These are generally on the opposite side of the Yarra
River from the Main Yarra Trail and go further upstream
from the Warrandyte township. Trails proposed within
Warrandyte State Park are consistent with that park's
management plan. The style of these trails could vary
from a formed trail in areas where high numbers of peo-
ple are expected (such as between Banksia and
Birrarrung Parks) to simple unformed tracks to cater for
the more adventurous.

In areas where walking tracks would pass close to
homes, careful planning wiil be needed to minimise the
track’s impact., Secure fencing and screen planting -
would be necessary, and in some areas perhaps restrict
access after dark. A major objective of the pedestrian-
only route is to provide an alternative for walkers who
would prefer a quieter, more remote experience than
would be possible on the Main Yarra Trall. The future
Yarta Valley Metropolitan Park Master Plan wili investi-
gate these trails and make appropriate
recommendations.

Map 10 shows recommended connecting routes with ex-
isting or proposed trail systems along various tributaries
— Koonung Creek, Plenty River, Ruffey Creek, Diamond
Creek, Mullum Mullum Creek, Stony Creek, Andersons
Creek, Jumping Creek and Watsons Creek. Proposed
routes are described in Appendix F,

Anciilary facilities

The provision of ancillary facilities such as toilets, drink-
ing fountains, rest areas and car parks must be
considered during the detailed planning and construc-
tion of the trails. Appropitate entry/exit points to the road
system must also be defined.

Although these needs will be addressed as part of the
Yarra Valley Mstropolitan Park Master Plan, it is appropri-
ate for some broad recommendations to be made here
based on a strategic overview of the network. The Bicy-
cle Institute of Victoria suggests that water and toilets

are only required every 10 kilometres for experienced cy-
clists, but because many children and families use the
Main Yarra Trail a spacing of five kilometres would be
more appropriate.

Somie facilities (such as those within Warringal
Parklands and Westerfolds Park) already exist, whereas
others will need to be constructed. To achieve & reason-
ably even spacing of rest areas along the Main Yarra
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Trail at a maximum separation of five kilometres, it Is §
gested that facilities be established at the following §
places (where they do not already exist): Yarra Flats,
Warringal, Viewbank or Cocks, Westerfolds, Petty's, B
dles, Reynolds Road, Longridge Farm, Pound Bend,
Warrandyte, Biack Fiat, and Jumping Creek.

Sites for overnight camping by walikers, canoeists ang
equestrians should also be considered in the master
pian. The Warrandyte State Park Management Plan hg
recommended that group camping be phased out at}
Biack Flat and that camping be permitted at the Bend(
Isles. Within the Yarra Vailey Metropoiitan Park, sites
could be &qnsidered are Viewbank, Montpelier Resery
and Reynolds Road. '

Equestrians

Map 10 shows existing bridle trails within the concept

plan area. These routes should be completely separat
from the Main Yarra Trail (with the possibie exception]g
Warrandyte township) and, in most cases, separate fig
other pedestrian routes. The equestrian routes shown

are consistent with the City of Doncaster and ;

Templestowe's equestrian strategy and the Warranciytd
State Park Management Plan,

The Board of Work's interim equestiian strategy ident
fied routes, but there are several unresolved problers
such as the unsuitability of bridges over the Yarra for ]
equestrian use. A possible equestrian link between
Westerfolds Patk and Pound Bend in Warrandyte shg
be investigated further in the Metropolitan Park Mastej
Plan. It has been propesed that a bridie'trail be con- 3
nected to the planned bridle trail along the Mullum !
Mulium Creek Valley to the south of the study area,

Two sections of the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park arg
potentially suitable as bases for equestrian activities: |
Viewbank area (west of Plenty River) and the area be-
tween Petty's Orchard and Fitzsimons Lane, which
incorporates the riding for the disabled program, Thesg
will be considered in more detail in the master plan, ]

The design cf these bridle paths shouid include provi!
sion to water horses. In some areas, troughs could be)
combined with facilities for pedestrians and cyclists,
where bridle trails are reasonably close to the Main Yai
Trail. Bridie trails should not provide access downstre
of Fitzsimons Lane, with the possible exception of thej
Viewbank area. ;

The bridie paths proposed for Warrandyte State Park |
limit access to areas south of the Yarra and west of
Jumping Creek.

River and creek crossings

The recreational trall network shown on Map 10 would§
quire additional bridges or fords over the Yarra River al
tributaries, These are: '




The Yarea River

{1 The Odyssey House bridge should be opened to gen-
eral use.

O Pedestrian/bicycle bridge east of Odyssey House
inte Westerfolds Park (under construction).

O Pedestrian/bleycla access within the widened
Fitzsimons Lane bridge.

O Pedestrian/bicycle bridge at Reynolds Roadl.

1 The possibility of four other bridges should be further
investigated: one from Banksia Park to provide accass
to Warningal and Bamyule; another at Pound Bend (refer
State Park Management Plan); and, in the longer term, &
footbridge near Watsons Creek 1o provide access 1o &
proposed walking trall along the creek to Kinglake Na-
tlonal Park. In addition, if route A is selected for the
Koonung Creek Trall connaction, a biidga from Yarra
Flets to Bullean Park will be required.

Tributaries

[0 Pedestrian bridge or ford over Koonung Creek just
east of its confluence with the Yarra,

O Pedestrianfbicycle bridge over Planty Rivar at the
southerm boundary of the Rosanna Golf Course (under
construction].

{1 Padsstrian (and possibly squestrian) crossing over
Plenty River at Martins Lane.

[1 Padestrian btidge over Ruifey Greek east of Finns Re-
SETva,

[0 Pedastrian bridge over Diamonc! Cresk near the Yarra
confluence.

1 Pedestrian/blcycie bridge over Mullum Muilum Creek
from SEC terminal station into Deep Cresk Resarve,

O Pedestrian bridge over Stony Creek near the Yarre,

O Pedestrian bridge over Jumping Gresk near tha Com-
mon.

Water-bqsed uses

The stretch of the Yarra River between Burke Road and
Watsons Creek should not be used for any form of
powser boating, inciuding passengar ferries. Thase activi-
ties would ba incompatible with the quuet parkland
environment and conservation vaiues. Prohibiting these
activities is not seen as a problam here because of the
absence of iaunching ramps, insufficient water depth
and the barrier at Dights Falls” ’

The fver Is an excellent vanue for canoeing and kayak-
ing. Thase activities are competible with the area and
could ke further encouraged without compromising con-
senvation and recreation objectives. In particular, the
Main Yarra Trail will be kocated away from the river bank
betwesn Warrandyte and Paddles, which will ensure that
the wilderness-type exparience available for canoeists is
maintalnes.

Several canne launching/retrieval sites are proposead in
the Warrandyte State Park Management Plan, Those
within or near the study aresa,together with other sites
within the Yarra Valley Metrgpiitan Park, are shown on
Map 10. These are, proceeding downstream: Bourchiers
Road, Sandy Bay, Warrandyte township, Pound Band,
Reynolds Aoad, Sweeneys Lane, Griffith Park,
Westerfolds Park and Kiwanis, Finns Reserve, and Bank—
sia Park,

The next jaunching/retrievaj site downstream is immedi-
ately west of Burke Road; this is included in the Middle
Yarra Concept Plan (Dights Falls to Burke Road).

Thesa slies essantizlly reflect existing access points with
corvenlent road access and the paddiing distance from
ong to the naxt is not excessive,

The Yarra Vailey Metropolitan Park Master Plan shouid
examlna canceing needs in more detail, particularly
whether existing access points are adequately devel-
opad or need ramps. Care must be taken with mmp
design to ensure that power boats cannot make use of
them. Thera ara several other sites that can be used for
smeargency access or retrieval. Warning signs about low
water levels are neaded along tha river and ramovat of
basket willows Is a high priority to reduce potential haz-
ards.

Ideally, a few safe swimming arsas should be provided
aiong the Yana River. Access for anglers to both tha
Yarra and its tributaries should ba made easler in a vari-
sty of iocations. An investigation should be made of why
the beaches along the Yarra have disappseared in recent
years.,

Road access

The adoining road netwark, as wali as existing entry
roads 10 the Yarra Valley parklands, ars indicated on
Map 10. The degree to which car access is providad to
a particular site will depend on the intended uge for each
site, and will be addressed In more detail in the Metropol-
ltan Park Master Plan. Aréas designated for intensive
informai recreation and organised sports wlii generaily
have direct car access and extensive car parks. At the
other éxtreme, the consanvation management arsas are
mare likely to have road access to peripheral argas only,
with internai access by non-motorised means,

There are many potential accéss points to the sug-
gested trall network, also shown on Map 10. Each will




Pound Bend p.l‘cﬁic area. The Yara Véﬂsj.f Sceanfc: Drive aims to encourage visits to the varous pﬁrks ort the route.

need to ba considered in more detailled planning. it Lo
could be appropriate for those access polnts which are
also rest areas {ses "Ancillary facilities” section) to ba
the only onas whara car parks ara providad, Detailad
planning and design of particular areas should aim to
minimise tha impact of roads and car parks on parkiand
and adjacent residential areas. The Yarra Valley Metro-
politan Fark Master Plan will n#ed to considar
approptiste opening hours for various parks; for exam-
ple, parks such as Wasterfolds close to vehicles at 4pm
on weekdays for much of the year, so visitors after that
time are forced to park in the strest,

Tha Yarra Scenic Drive, which extends from Williams-

town to Warrandyte, Is also shown on Map 10. This

route contplaments tha Main Yarra Trall and aims to an-

courage visits 1o the various parks and features of tha

valley, highiight its tourist potantial and increase public

appreciation. Although the drive ands at Warrandyts, it

could be designed as & gateway to the Upper Yama Wal-

ley and extended further upstream to relieve tourist

pressure at Warrandyte, L andscaping plans for open

space within tha Yarra Vallay should retain and enhance, .
views from the Yarm& Scenic Drive and other roads. .



3. Management areas

The Middle Yarra Valley has been divided into a number
of management areas (refer Map 11) which generally re-
flact their proposed ultimate usa. Different segments
within the sarte management area type have similar
characteristics and environmental settings. These man-
agaement units provide a broad framework for the future
use, deveiopment and management of the primary
study area, Many management areas contain specific
sites of nature conservation, historical or archaeclogical
significance. Recommendations for these particular sites
— such as hillabongs or canoe trees — are not neces-
sarily coverad by tha broadly based policies in this
chapter, but are dealt with In site-specific recommenda-
tions (Part G, Chapter 4), Likewlss, other site-spacific
racommendations may desal with exceptions to the gen-
eral management ohjsctives, such as retaining some

* exotic vegetation in selected areas.

Meanagement areas in some locations will iargely reflect
existing use, requiring litie change. In other areas, some
degree of change will be necessary. The management
argas are shown on Map 9, and the specific site recom-
mendations include private land that is reserved as
proposed public open space as well as additlonal areas
proposed to be reserved in this concept plan. Part D
(Map 14) indicates the recommended changes to park
houndarles, which are included in the current ameng-
ment The managament areas also take account of
axisting sections of proposed public opan space that
may be rezoned for cther uses.

There are nine management areas divided into three
broad groups that reflect the primary purpose of sach
drea;

Conservation management areas: bushland conserva-
tion, riparian conservation, heritage conservation, rurai
conservation. ]

Recreation managemeant areas: dispersed Inforrnal rec-
regtion, intensive informal recraation, organised activiiles,

Non park management areas: public facllities, private
development. 7

Conservation management areas

1. Bushland’ conservation. .

This applies to areas of remnant indigenous bushiand

vegetation with significant conservation values, These
are valuable as wildlife habitat; for scientific study, educa-
tion, low-key recreation and landscape quality.

The primary purpose is to maintaln natural and semi-
natural bushiand environments by protecting and
ernthancing remnant indigenous vegetation.

The management poiicies are to:

O Conserve exlsting indigenous vegetation and rein-
force it with new indigenous, plantings, Temporary
fencing may be necessary to allow regeneration.

O Contrt pest plants and animeals, eroslon and drainags.

O Protect sites of historic, archaedigical or cultural sig-
nificanca.

O Protect resldential areﬁs from bushfireg ocourring
within parkland,

O Provide for dispersed, non-mechanised, informal (ie;
non-sporting) recreation which is compatible with con-
servation. Park users shouid encounter few other people
and minimal intruslon of human sights and sounds.

O Controi access by humans and domestic animals to
sensitive areas to minimise damags to netive vegetation
and wiidiifa.

[0 Restrict facliities generally to unseatad trails and
signs that harmenise with the bushiand environment. Ve-
hicular azcess, where provided, should be confined to
peripharies.

The recreation experiences available to park visitors
should include exercise and fithess, appraciation of na-
turs [partlcutarty bushiand esmvironments), peace and

- guist, exploration, smali group affiliation, acquisition of

knowledgs, and relaxation.

2. Riparian conservation.

This category applles to the Yarra River and Its tributer-
ies within the study area and their immadiate snvirons.
These environments are highly valued for nature conser-
vation, as wildlife corridors, for scientific study,
education, aesthetic qualities and for & range of recrea-
tional activitics.
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The primary purpose is to protect and enhance indige-
nous riparian vegetation and associated wetlands, water
quality and landscape values,

The management policies are fo:

[0 Conserve existing indigenous tiparian and wetland
vegetation and reinforce with new plantings of indige-
nous species, The riparian conservation area should be
as wide as possible and generally extend at least 20 me-
tres either side of the watercourse, unless otherwise
stated In the site-specific recommendations.

[J Undertake river maintenance works in a way that en-
hances rather than destroys wildlife habitat. Where
possible, bank stabiiisation works shouid not destroy na-
tive fish habitat, and logs and snags should be ieft (refer
. clause 41, SEPP, Waters of Victoria, in Appendix E).

[0 Manage waterways and their environs to maintain
water quality consistent with EPA objectives and to meet
fiood control objectives.

[0 Controi pest plants (including basket willows and
blackberries} and animals, erosion of river banks and
drainage. Restrict grazing to areas away from river and
creek banks.

O Provide for non-mechanised, informal recreation
which is compatibie with conservation. With the excep-
tion of areas in the vicinity of the Main Yarra Trall, sports
grounds or developed picnic areas, park users should
not encounter many people and minimal Intrusion of
human sights and sounds.

O Restrict land-based access along the riparian strip to
pedestrians, except on traiis specially designated for cy-
clists. ’

The recreation experiences is this area should include
exercise and fitness, appreciation of nature (particularly
riverine and wetland environments), peace and quiet (in
most sections), exploration, small group affiliation, acqui-
sition of knowledge, and relaxation.

3. Heritage conservation.

Heritage conservation applies to semi-natural or modi-
fied rural landscapes with significant historical value that
relates to either Aboriginal or post-European contact.
These areas often contain culturally significant wetiands
or billabongs, which are aiso important for nature conser-
vation, iandscape, scientific study, education and
low-key recreation.

The primary purpose is to protect and enhance histatic
fandscapes and particular sites with archaeologicai or
historical significance, while recognising any nature con-
servation values.

The management policles are {o:

[0 Protect and enhance landscapes and features of
toric, archaeological or scientific significance.

O Conserve and enhance existing indigenous vegets
tion, wetlands and billabongs, and reinforce with new,
planting of indigenous species. .

[0 Restrict grazing to areas away from wetlands.

[ Provide for informai recreation and mterpretatlon c4
patible with herrtage and nature conservation. Park 4
users shouild expect to encounter moderate numbers
other people. The intrusion of sights and sounds of ;
human activity shouid be kept to a minimum.

O Restrict human access to sensitive wetlands or a3
chaeological sites where necessary to prevent
degradation.

O Ensure bullt facilities are designed to harmonise wj
historic landscapes.

[0 Restrict vehicular access to peripherial areas only}
and access by cyclists or equestiians to designated
areas.

The recreation experiences in this area should incilg
exercise and fitness, appreciation of nature, Aborigi_n
and European history and rurai iandscapes, peace a
quiet in some areas or at certain times, exploration, 3
small group affiliation, acqu:sltlen of knowledge and
iaxation.

4. Rural conservation.

The category appiies to land that has largely been
cleared and supports viable agriculturaj activities sucl
as horticulture, grazing and orchards. Maintaining theg
activities is important because they add variety to the
landscape and provide community education and ag
cuitural research. ‘

The primary purpose is to help maintain viable rurali
tivities and rural fandscapes.

The managemem poiicies are {o:

O Ensure rural activities do not damage any remami
indigenous vegetation, wetlands or other sites of slg
cance.

[0 Provide for compatible :nformal recreation, interp
tion and education programs.

LI Encourage ustic styies of built facilities that harma
nise with the landscape

O Restrict human access where necessary to prote cl
the viability of rural industries.




The racreation experiences in these areas should in-
clude appreciation of agricultura! industries and rural
l[andscapes, encounters with farm animals and agricui-
tural praducts, small and large group affiliation, exercise
and fitness, and the acquisition of knowledge.

Recreation management areas

5. Dispersed informal recreation.

This cetegory applies to semi-natural araas that gener-
ally hava scatterad remnant vagatation. Such areas
pravide a suitabla environment for low-Intensity racre-
ation and allow for conservation of significant natural
and historical features.

The primary purpose Is to provide for low-Intensity infor-
rmal recreation in & seml-natural setting.

The management pojicles are to:

O Provide park interpretation and education. Park users
should encounter iow to moderate numbers of othar
paople. The sights and sounds of human activity should
be kept to a minimum.

1 Protect and enhanca any indigenous remnant vegeta-
tion, as well as exotic vegetation (exgiuding noxious and
environmental weeds) of landscapa or historical valua.

O Pretect and enhance faatures of historic, archasclogl-
cal or cultural significance.

O Minimise tha construction of facilities. Any that ara
necessary shouid harmonise with the landscape.

1 Restrict vehicular access to peripheries only, and ac-
cess by cyclists or equestrians to designated areas.

The recreatlon experiances in thase argas should in-
clude appreciation of semi-natural environments and
other features of conservation valug, small and large
group affiliation, peace and quiet Jn some areas or at cey-
1ain times, exercise and fitness, exploration, and
refaxation.

6. Intensive informal recreation.

Intensiva informal recreation applies to semi-natural or
parkland environments with scattered native or exotic
trees and shrubs. These areas play an impontant role in
catering for large numbers of visitors and a wide varisty
of activities, ’

The primary purposa is to provide a witle ranga of infor-
mal recraational activities cataring for relatively large
numbers of people in & pleasant semi-natural or devel-
oped parkland seting.
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The management pnllcias areto:

O Dsfine areas suitable for large groups to congregate
and provide intensive park intsrpretation and aduca-
tional programs. '

O ProvideTacilities and othear convaniences or comforis
in a way that is sensitive to the landscaps. Commarcial
activities relating to the parks may be appropriata in
SOMe arsas,

O Design internal car agcess to minimise advarse aas-
thetic effects and noise. Intefnal access should cater for
pedestrians, bicycles and wheelchairs,

1 Protect and enhance any significant vegetation, land-
scapes, historical, archaealogical or cultural features.

Tha recreation experlences in these areas should in-
clude exercise and fitness, small and large group
affiliation, appraciation of parkland environments and
features of conservation valug, ralaxation, and anjoy-
ment of food and drink.

7. Organised activilies.

This category applies to areas for formal outdoor sport-
ing activitles such as golf, football and cricket, or other
group activities such as orienteering, horse riding or en-
vironmental education,

The primary phrposn is to cater for organised sporting
and group recreational activities.

‘

The management policles ara to:

1 Define areas suitalile for team or individual sports, re-
creational and educational activiies for groups.

O Encourage architecturally sensitive facility design, ap-
propriate scraening and vageatation that blands with the
surrounding landscape.

[J Cater for informal racreation wheraver possible,

[ Minimise tha effects of organisad activities, such as
noise, on surrounding areas.

1 Protect any significant vegetation, landscapes, histori-
cal, archaeological or cultura features,

The recreation experiences in these areas shouid in-
clude exercise and fitness, watching sporis, large group
affiliation, enjoyment of foed and drink, and appreciation
of parkiand environments,

n




Non park management areas
8. Public facilities.

This category applles 10 fand used by state or local gov-
ernment agencies that is genarally not accesslbig unless
special arrangements are made,

The primary purpose is to cater for existing public
agency activities without compromising the landscape
and conservation values of the Yarra Valley.

The masagement palicles ars to:

O Preserve features of nature congervation, historic, ar-
chaeological or cultural significance.

{0 Encourage screen planting with suitable specles and
iandscaping to help integrate these uses with the sur-
rounding parks and bushland,

O Ensure that the scale and style of any new buildings
or structures complement the landscape.

9. Private development.

Private developmenit applies to residential, industrial and
commerclai propertles that are not accessible o the gen-
erai public;.

The primary purpose is to cater for existing private resl-
dential, industrial and commercial properties located
within the primary study area.

The management policies are to;

[0 Encourage iandowners to plant indigenous or other
appropriate species on their propertiss o screen build-
ings, provide wildlife habitats and generally complement
the Yarra Valley environment. Sultable guidelines should
be prepared iy the Board of Works and Department of
Conservation and Environment.

0O Ensure, through the usa of suitabie planning controls,
. that new developments do not significantly conflict with
the Yarra Valley landscape and that existing bushland is
preserved.
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4. Site

recommendations

- AVisual Resource Study was commissioned from a con-
sultant, Scenic Spectrums Pty Ltd, to assist with the
preparation of this concept plan, The report divides the
primary study area into four landscape character units
that refiect similar characteristics in terms of landform,
waterform, vegetation and iand use, The four units are
shown on Map 4 (and also on Map 3 in the consultant's
report), They are; the Koonung Creak Unit; the Plenty
River Unit; the Stony-Mullum Mullum Creek Unit; and the
Jumplng-Watsons Creak Unit. :

A brief summary of the character of these units is given
in Part B, chapter 1, under the heading visual landscaps.
For a maore detailed descriptlon, refer to the consultant's
repont, -

This chapter contatns a summary for each unit of the
ma]or planning opportunities, based on the background

“information prasesntad in Part B as wall as the
consuttant's repoert, and specific sie recommendations
for each sub-area (refer Map 11). The relevant managse-
meEt areas are listed &t the beginning of each sub-arag,
All racommendations must be taken into aceount during
the praparation of future master or management plans
for areas within this saction of the Yarra valley.

Nota that most sub-argas also include a portion of the ri-
pasian conservation management arsa, although these

are not listed unless the particular sub-area comprises rl-
parian consarvation only.

Koonung Creek Unit
Within this unit thera is an nppo:tuniff-tu:

A Maintain and improve the diverse and reasonably har-
monious blend of natural and culiural feaiures,

M Protect historically significant remnants of pastoral
landscapes and resoive possible conﬂlcts with natura
consanvation objectives,

O Enhance and protect billabongs and wetlands.
4 “
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O Reslst pressures for development of additlonal sports
fields and associated structures, except on areas nomk-
nated in this concept plan. .

O Minimise tha impact of existing industrial uses, major
roads and SEC fransmission lines.

B Minimise the Impact of increasing residential develop-
ment and [oss of tres cover on private land.

B Regenerate river redgum woodland communtties.

[ Provide linear access along beth sides of the Yamra
and make connections with the Koonung Creek, Ruffeys
Creek and Plenly Rivar systems.

[ Minimise noise intruslon from traffic and madal aaro-
plangs.

Site prescriptions
{Numbers referfo Map 11)

1. Burke: Management area — dispersed informal
recreation

O Remove major weed species and replant with indige-
nous species, giving panlcular attentlon o screening of
the Eastern Froeway.

B A padestrian/bicycle trail will connect the new foot-
bridge west of Burke Road and the Main Yarra Trali with
the Koonung Creek Trail {if route B is selectad — refer
Appendix F).

2. Camberwell Golf: Management area — organised
activities

O Protect and enhance existing billabongs within the
golf course,

A The Cambarwell Golf Glub will be encouraged to re-
mova majer weed species around the billabongs and
revegetate them with native grasses.



T Retaln native riparian vegatation and underake fur-
ther planting, particularty to screen the Eastern Freeway,

O The proposed Koonung Cresk Traii (if routs B is 36-
lected) wiil begin north of the freeway, crossing via the
unnel intd parkiands south of the freeway (refer Map
10). in the long term, the preferred option is to iocate a
trail next to the creek.

O Consider providing a tow-key walking track on the
eastern bank of the Yarra River.

3. Carey: Management area — organised activities

I Carey Grammar will be encouraged to plant vegeta-
fion sympathetic to the iandscape character of this pan
of the Yarra Vailey.

T Protect existing indigenous riparian vegetation and
wetlands.

4. Bulleen: Management area — organised actlviﬂ&g

O Undenake additicnai iandscaping and scteen piant-
ing between the cvals, around the existing buildings and
alongside the Yarra River.

I Provide for existing sporting and picnic facilities.

O The conditions relating o model gireraft operations
will be strlclly enforced. In the long term, every effort will
ba made to relccate model aeropianes away from the
Yarra Valiey unless noise ieveis can be significantiy re-
duced as a resuit of design improvements.

O Protect and enhance existing river redgums and
cther indigenous riparian and wetland vegetation.

Tl An unsealed walking path will be maintained along-
side the Yama River.

[0 The SEC transmission towers shouid be screened as
far as practicabie, and the lines preferably piaced under-
ground in the long term or ¢n poles In the strest.

[J A pedestrlan/blcycie path will be established to con-
nect the Main Yarra Trali with the Koonung Creek Trali (if
route A is salacted — refer Appendix F.

5. Marcellin and Trinity: Management area — or-
ganised actlvities

T Trinity and Marceliin Collages will be encouraged to
plant vegetation sympathetic to the landscape character
of this part of the Yarra Vallgy.

1 Existing Incligenous vegetation and wetlands must be
protected.

1

8, Y¥eneto: Management area — organiset activitie

[0 An unsealed walking path will ba provided on Bog
of Works land asiongside the Yarra River.

[0 Protect and enhance existing riparian vegetation g
‘undertake revegetation with indigenous species.

[T Ensure the provision of suitable screening (with
plants sympathetic to the park) of bulldings and spor
facilties, particUlarly lcng the Veneto Club's westen|
and northem boundary.

7. Billdbong:"Mhﬁagement area — herftage conse;
tlon ]

O The Aboriginai heritage of the site wili ba protected
and appropriate interpretation provided. The estabiig
menit of an Aboriginal culturai centre wiil be investigas
in the mastar plan.
[0 An unsealed walking path will be provided alongsi
the Yarra River. -

T The wetiands (see Map 4), which inciude Whites B
bong, will be pratected and enhanced, They wili be
revegetated with river redgums and approptiate nativg
grasses to enhance habitat for birds and aquatic life;

8, Yarra Flats: Management areas — heritage cons;
vation and bushiand conservatian

O The existing picnic area at the northern end of Yarg
Flats wili be maintained in its present style.
[3 The existing bicycle path will be maintained as paf
the Main Yarra Trail. ;

[ Rstain catile grazing in Yarra Flats, except in sensi
bushland and wetland areas. The Metropolitan Park §
ter Plan will examing the long-term desirabilify of 3
equestrian usa and agistment.

[ Protect and enhance indigenous riparian vegetatio
The river redgum weodlands surrounding the Annuits
Biliabong and other wetiands will be protected and reg
vegelation carried out.

0O The SEC transmission towers should be screened]
far as practicable, and the lines preferably placed und
ground in the jong term,

[ Scarred trees will be preserved as important relics§
Aboriginal heritage.

[ Establish vegetation buffers to screen Burke Fm
and Banksia Street, and also alonyg Yarra Boulevard 1
crease privacy for adjoining residents.

L1 The development of Yarra Flats will complemant tf
pastoral landscape, which is strongly related to the HE



The Main Yarra Trail wilf go
through tha Warringal Parkiands,
avoiding tha sensitive

wetlands areas.

delberg School artists, and historical or archaeological
features will be protected.

8. Greenaway: Management areas — diépersad infor-
mal recreation and organised actlvities

O An unsealed walking path will provide through ac-
cess to the Banksia Street bridge and to Banksia Park.

[0 Protect and enhance existing riparian vegetation,
Major weed species on Riddles |sland should be con-
trolled and revegetation with appropriate native grasses
undertaken.

O Provide appropriate landscape screens to minimise
the visual Intrusion of the industrial development.

10. Dora: Management area — dispersed informal
recreation

O The Mafn Yarra Trall will traversa this site, connesting
Yarra Flats with Heidelberg Park and Warringal
Parkiands.

0 Provide for canoe launching and retrisval near Dora
Street.

11. Banksla: Management area — Intensive informal
recreation .

[0 Banksia Park wili be maintaine« as dn intensively de-
veloped recreation area. As it is showing signs of
ocveruse, the Board of Works will investigate strategies to
divert some visitors to cther parts of the Yarra Valley.

{1 A new entrance to Banksia Park from Bridge Strest
wiil be investigated by the Board of Works in consulta-
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appropriate use for this sita.

tion with the Roads Corporation and the City of Doncas-
ter and Templastowe,

O The trail systern in the park will connect with the walk- ¥
ing track proposed for south of Banksia Street, onthe
east side of tha river. . ‘

O Protect remnant vegetation and revegetate tha ripar-
ian strip with indigenous species.

O Investigate the possibllity of a connecling focibridge
to provide direct access between Banksia Park and Hei-
deiberg Park/Warringal Parkiands. This would provide
interasting opportunities for the iinking of two popuiar
recragtion nodes and would also facilitete a heritage traii
linking the Banyule/Marringal area with Banksia Park,
Heide and Yarra Flats. _

12. Heide: Management area — herltage conservation

{1 Heide will continue to operate as an art gal!er{r under
the control of the State Government.

O The buildings and kitchen garden wiil- be presarnved.

{1 Establish a riverside walking path to link Banksia and
Birrarrung paths. The riverside area will be fenced off
and access into the grounds of Heide wili only be avail-
able when the gallery and grounds are open to the
public,

13. Cduntry Club: Management area — organised ac-
tivitlez

1 The Yarra Valley Country Giub, which inciudes a nine-
hole golf course and other sporting facilities, is an
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[ Intha long term, a walking track wifl ba devaloped
alongsida the Yarra River. Screan planting between the
trail and the country ciuty will then be established.

14. Heidalberg: Management areas — organised ac-
tivifies and intensive informal recreation

[ Maintain the existing Heidelberg Cricket Ground In its
present form. Additional sporting facilities will not be de-
veloped,

[0 Conserve historical landscape atiributes, including ex-
otic planting, and ensure any developments are
syrmpathetic to this character,

O Retaln existing picnic facilities to complement sport-
ing activities.

15, Warringal: Management areas — organised activi-
tles, heritage conservation, and intensive lnformal
recreation

[ The Main Yarra Trail will traverse Warringal Parklands,
avoiding the significant wetiand areas.

O The existing trotting track and oval will be maintainad
but additional sporting facilities wili not be developed.

O Protect and enhance the Wamingal wetlands and -
parian strip with additional planting of indiganous
spacies.

O Conserve historic landscapes, including the oid or-
chard in Sills Bend and exotic plantings. Any further
development should be sympathetic to this historical
character.

16. Negrl: Management area — organised activities

[0 The Negr sub-area and adjoining industrial land pro-
vidles an opportunity to expand the Yarra Vallay Country
Club golf course 10 18 holes. Expanding it £ the other
side of the Yarra River wouid be inconsistent with this
concept plan. if the Yarra Valley Country Club vacates

its site at some future time, rasarving it as proposed pub-
lic open space should be seriously considered, Amy
proposed axpansion of the goif Giub should dernon-
strate broad community benefits in keeping with the
propased public open space reservation.

[ Inthe long term, it would be desirable for the indus-
trial land between the country club and Megri to become
part of the Metropoiltan Park, either as pubilic land or for

private sporing facilities and/or cormpatible commercial

uses such as restaurarlts.

0 A walking track will be deveiopad alongsicle the Yarra
River. Screen planting betwsen the trail and adjoining
sporting astivities will be established through ligison be-
tween the Board of Works and relevant operators,

| I The Main Yarra Trall will be constructed areund

17. Banyule; Management area — heritage cg
tion

O The historic pastoral character of Banyule wi
servad and anhanced as far as practicable withy
compromising wildlife habitats associatad with 1
bongs and wetlands. Historic features include |
deciduous trees such as oaks and wiliows, fence
grazing cattle, hedgerows and agricuftural reiics,'
O Protect ard enhance the wetlands and biliab
thmugh revegetation with indigenoLs specias,
grazmg wili be restricted to defined areas away fi§
bongs, wetlands and the river. Heideibarg Coung
the Board of Works wlll develop a co-operative
ment approach to the wetlands and billabongs.

[ Protect and enhance the river redgum woodia
weed eradication a high priority.

[0 Banyule Homestead, which |s on the Govem

Buildings Register, will be protected. Continued
the building as a gallery or other cormmunity purg
most desirabie. Alternatively, a use that is sympag
the park ernvironment and aliows some pubiic acg
will ba solrght. A strong visual Ink betwean Bamyi
Hormestead and Banyule Flats shouid be maintal
and providing access from the gallery grounds ia
Banyule Flats during gallery cpaning hours wlII b
sldered, ]

[ The integrity of the Banyule Native Gardans wi
presarved and appropriate sGreening provided b
the gardens, wetlands, existirig ovals an reside
areas, Nafive species that could threaten nearby ;
lands should be contained.

O Pravide interpretation and educational opportul
focusing particutary on the Heldelberg School of §

northett section of Banyule, connecting Viewkan
Warringai Parkiands. 3

18. Birrarrung: Management area — intensive In
mal racreatlon ‘

[ Birrarrung Park will be maintained as an intensiy
developad recreation area. It has scope to be fu
veloped so that it attracts more people and absor
more of the overflow from Banksia Park. The mstai\
of a large, diverse playground cetering for & wids 2
range will be considered, as the Middle Yarra Vatle'
lecks this type of facility.

[ Ensure that detailed glanning and further diavel
ment of Birrarrung Park iz in sympathy with tha are
Aboriginai haritage and historical landscape vajus

[ The wetiands, although of low significance, wil
protected and reveqetated with native species asf




practicable, given the nature of recreational use within
Birrarrung Park.

O Inthe long term, a walking path near the river will pro-
vide a connection between Banksia Park and Finns
Reserve.

19. Henderson: Management area — rurai conserva-
- tion

[ The existing Henderson seed farm and market gar-
den wiil be encouraged to continue operating. Pubiic
access for education and interpretation will be provided,
consistent with operational requirements: If the existing
use does not continue, then other rural-recreational activ-
ities, such as a children’s farm, will be considered.

O A riverside waiking path wili be provided to link
Birrarung Park and Finns Reserve. Thare should be mini-
mal distuption to the operation of the seed farm and
market garden.

20. Tooiome: Management area — dispersed Infor-
mal recreation

[J Inthe iong term, a waiking path alongside the river
wiii provide a connection between Birrarung Park and
Finns Reserve.

O Protect and enhanca indigenous riparian vegetation.

21. Finns: Management area — intensive Informal rec-
reation ‘

O The development of Finns Reserve as a sensory
park, as proposed by the City of Doncaster and Tem-
plestowe, is consistent with this concept plan. The
sensory park wouid cater for peopie with inteilectual, vi-
suai, mobiliity and aural disabilties. Wetiands, picnic and
harbecue facilities, toiiets, canoe iaunching and retrievali
facilities and car parking will be provided.

O To provide some ecological continuity with the re-
mainder of the Yarra Valley, some indigenous species
will be planted, particulariy in the riparian strip and
around the park perimeter.

[0 Establish vegetation buffers and landscaping along
Templestowe Road and Union Street to minimise traffic
noise and adverse visual impacts.

O The City of Doncaster and Templestowe will liaise
with the Board of Works about appropnate species for

lantin .
pianting. o

#TN
/ 22, Cocks: Management area — dispersed informai
_recreation

[ The Main Yarra Trall will traverse the southern portion
of Gocks, veering north before crossing Bonds Road.

1 The area will provide for passive recreation in a rural
setting, with minimai provision of facilities. Any facliities
provided should harmonise with the rural landscape.

[0 Continue cattie grazing as an interim use, pending
consideration of future park use during the preparation
- ofthemasterplan. . -«

[ Protect the scarred trees as imporiant relics of the
area’s Aboriginal heritage.

23/24. Montpeiier and Odyssey: Management areas
—-digpersed informai recreation, bushiand conserva-
tion, private deveiopment

P

.1 The Main Yarra Trail wiii be constructed close to the
banks of the Yarra River through most of this sub-area.

O The existing suspension bridge over the Yarra wiii be
opened for public use when the Main Yarra Traii s com-
pleted.

[J Provide appropriate screen planting between the
Main Yarra Trall and Odyssey House. The Board of
Works wili ifaise with Odyssey House staff on this matter.

1 inthe long term, the Odyssey tennis cousts and plc-
nic area should be reiocated further back from the river.

O Protect and enhance existing riparian vegetation and
woodlands, particuiarly on Montpsiier isiand. Koalas wili
be reintroduced when conditions are suitabie.

O Protect the historic iandscape character and appropri-
ate exotic trees.

25. Deiias: Managerient area — dispersed informal
recreation

[ In the long term, an unsealed walking track will be
provided along the river to connect Finns Reserve with
Woesterfolds Park. Any impact on adjoining landowners
will be minimised by appropriate fencing to maintain se-
curity and screen planting. Restricting access after dark
should be considered.

[ Protect and enhance views of river rapids.

[ A connecting trail will be prowded alongsmie Ruffey
Creek
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26. Westerfolds: Management areas — disparsed in-
formal recreation, intensiva Informal recregtion

[ Presarva and enhancs tha panoramic views from
Westerfoids Park. Appropriate iandscapea scraens wiil ba
provided to minimise the visual intruslon of new resldan-
tial areas and SEC transmission towers and lines.
internaj roads and car parks should be screenad from
key viewing poins.

O Residential deveiopment east of Fitzsimons Lane wiil
be screened, as far as practicable, from key viawing
points within Westerfoids Park. The Board of Works wili
ilaise with the Roads Corporation about pianting and
construction of nolse barriers aiong Fitzsimons Lane.

O Protect and enhanca existing remnant vegetation,
which inciudes sucalypt woodlland and kangaroo grass.
Revagetation with indigenous apecies will be carried out
wherg appropyiate.

O Continue providing canoe Iaunchlng and retneva! fa-
cilities near Fitzsimons Lane.

O Building a Yara Vaiigy Visiter Centra in Westarolds
Park will be considersd,

[0 The provision of tea rooms and/or an outdoor cafe, &l-
ther at a new visitor centra or at Westerfulds Manaor, will
be investigated.

[ 27 ackdrop: Management area — bushland conser-

O Ensure that the existing indigenous vegetation and
bushland character is retained. Major wead specias
should be removed and additionai planting with appro-
priate native species undertaken. in particular, tall trees
should be planted to halp screen the Montpeliar Drive
subdivision fram viswing points in Westerfolds Park.

O A rough walking track will ba considerad between the
new bridge frorm Montpelier io Wastarfolds and
Fitzsimons Lana.

Plenty River Unit
Within this unit there is an opportunity to:

O Maintain the rurai atmosphers of roliing hiils which
provides a visuaj buffar between the Yarra River and resi-
tential development to the north.

O Protect scattered river redgums and riparian vegeta-
tion along Plenty River and Diamond Creek,

O Maintain and enhance tree cover to screen resldeﬁtial'
deveiopments.

00 Reduce the impact of preminent radio antennae on
cieared hilltops and SEC powerlines,

Tha pancramic views in Westerfolds Park will be
preserved and enhanced.

O Capitaiise on tha excellant long- -range views avai
from the unit.

i\

Site prescriptions
28, Viewbank: Management area — rural conserv

O Gater for informal recreation and rural activities r
patibie with landscape and naturé conservation,

O Historic elements such as the Viewbank silas, fou
tions of the Viewbank Homestead and remnant exotid
vagetation wili be protected and intarprated whera a
priata.

O Ensurs that any deveiopments are sympathetn: 10}
histaric landscape character, :

O Estabiish vagetation screaning to minimise the im
pect of the radic antennae and SEC transmisslon {0

O Protect and enhance the existing yaliow box wood
land and riparian vegatation along the Pienty River. 1

[ Tha Plenty River Trail will be located in the Yiewbsl
sub-area, joining the Main Yarra Trail in the south and
coming close to the Plenty River nzar Martins Lane. |




traii shouid be designed to minimise stesp gradients but
take advaritage of the excelient views from the top of the

" valley escarpment,

O Preserve and enhance the views across the Yarra Vai-
iey and consider the provision of suitable iookouts.

29. Rosanna Goif: Management area — hrganlsed ac-
tivities

[0 The gok club wili be encouraged to protect and en-
hance existing riparian vagstation and remove invasive
wead spacies,

[ The Main Yarra Trall is unider construction close 1o
the Yarra River, Ilnklng with a new bridge ovar the Plerty
River.

30. Plenty: Managemem area — dlspersed informal
recreation

[ Protect and enhance existing riparian vegetation
along the Plenty River. '

O The Seymour Road/Banyule Road intersection is a
traffic hazard and should be improved by the City of Hei-
deiberg.

O Consider providing an unsealed walking trall along
both gides of the Plenty River with & connecting link
across Banyule Road bridge. The bridge needs to be up-
graded for safe pedestrian use.

[0 The Board of Works will liaise with private landowners
whh frontages on the Plenty River scuth of Banyule

Read about possibla managemert agreements or cove-
rants to plant indigenous vegetation next to Pianty River.

31. Clevela;ld: Management area - pubiic facilities
The future zoning and use of this {and owned by the
Board of Warks is being investigated. Sufficlam public

open space must be provided along the Planty River
and inciuded within the Metropolitan Park.

Stony-Mullum Mullum Creek Unit

Within this unit there is an cpportunity to:

[ Pretect remnant forest cover, particUlarly in the east-

&rn and northern portions.

[1 Maintaln the strong sense of spatial enclosure and
the naturaj amphitheatre effect created by steep forested
hills, particularly between Longridgeand Warrandyts.

O Malrtain a recreation satting which, in some areas,
prowides opportunities for remoteness and solltude,

[1 Protect dparian tree cover along the Yarra vaar and
its tributaries,
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O Preserve and enhance the rustic, historic character of
Warrandyte township and rescive possible conflicts with

*  nature consarvation.

[] Retain the rural character and spaciocusness created
by extenswe open paddocks and orchards scuth of the
river.

[ Prevent the visual encroachment of new housing ds-
veiopments and alisviate adverse effects already
presert.

O Minimise the visual impact of SEC transimisslon lines
and towars and other pubijc and privata developmen!s,

O Maintain free cover on private land and raduce the vl-
sual impact of roads and car parks.

O Minimise the posgible adverse effects of bushfirs,

[ Resist pressures for davelopmeﬁf of additional sport-
ing facilitiss excapt on areas nominated in this concept
plan. .

Site prescripfions

32, Kiwanis: Management areas — dispersed infor-
mai recreation, bushiand conservation, and rural
conservation

[0 Protect and enhance the remnan woodlands and
grasslands.

[J Locats the Maln Yarra Trall so as 10 minimise any im-
pactt on sensitiva vegatation.

O Provide viewing opportunities for pedestrians, cy-
ciists and eguestrians at tha top of the hill in the
southern part of the site, and at other high points.

[J Extensive planting will be carried out to shield the
SEC fransmissicn towers from the river, ihe traits and
cther key poirts.

1 Maintain the cance launching and retrieval faciities
near Fitzsimons Lana,

[J Extensive revegatation cf the river banks with indiga-
nous species will be carried cut.near Kiwanis
community farm. Tha possiblity of the farm being man-
aged by the Board of Works and its potential relocation
will be considered,

“\33 Lenister: Management areas — bushland conser- .

vatinn and rurat ::nnservation

O Protact and enhance the manna gum and yellow box
woodlands.

[0 Lenister farm will continue to be used for édunatinnal
puUrposes,




1 An unsealed walking path will be provided, consistent
with nature conservation objectives. This will connect
with the Diamond Creék Trall and a bridge will be con-

‘ structed over Diamond Creak.

34 Griffith: Marnagement areag — bushiand congerva-
l\ti on'and dizpersed informai recreation

[ Protect and enhance indigenous vegetation. In addi-
tian, exotictrees in Griffith Park {such as cypress,

hawthorm, elms, cherry plurms) will be retained, but man-
aged sa that remnant native species are not threatened,

[
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O An unsealed walking path will be provided, consistent
with nature conservation objectives.

1 Maintain provision for canoe launching and refrieval
at Griffith Park,

{J Protect and enhance views of Petty’s Orchard and
rapids in the Yarra River.

5 _
' 35 Petty's: Mana@ement areas — rural conservition
and bushiand conservation

0 Petty s Orcharg will be encourage to continue oper-
ating in its present form as a commercial and
demonstration orchard.
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Patty’s Qrehard will be encouraged o contintie as a comimercial and demonstration orchard.

.

[ Protect and enhance the visuel amenity of the s
roundings and entry 1o Petty's through appropiiat
planning controls and lsa:son w;th landowners.

O The Main Yarra Trail will be constructed closs to
river and will probably require some mocification 1
chard activities.

[ Basket willows should be remaved from the rive
barks antl views of the orchard froum the river enhs

[0 The usa of the area south of Petty"s Qrchard, In
ing some future public land, by thes riding for disab

'schoo) is appropriate.

3 The possibility of establishing a visitors' centre/
cultural museun on the eastem portlon of the site
considered,

36. Sweeneys: Management areas — bushland-
sarvation and dispersed Informal recreation

O Pratect and enhance the yellow box woodland
biliabong.

[ The protection of natlve orchids near Swesneys
wili be a top pricrity and public access 10 sensitive
will be discouraged of restricted if necessary,



O Continue to provide canoe iaunching and retrieval fa-
ciities at Sweeneys Lane. Car parking shouid be
upgraded and a road closure made.

O An unseaied waiking path wiii be provided, consistert
with nature conservation objectives.

37. Paddies: Management areas — dispersed infor-
mal recreation and bushland conservation

O Protect and enhance the manna gum and yeliow box
woodlands and riparian vegetation aiong Muliurm Mul-

" jum Creexk.

O The Main Yarra Traii wiil be sited to avoid any sensi-
tive vegetation. Construction of a footbridge over the
Yarra at Reynoids Road wiil be consideraed.

0 The Main Yarra Trail wiil connect with a shared path-
way along the Mullum Mullum Creek Vailey and a bridie
trail could link into the Mullum Muilum Creek Trail.

[J The feasibifity of restoring the Pontville Homestead
and its gardens (possibiy involving the local historical
society) will be investigated,

[0 Protect scarred trees as important rellcs of Aborlglnal
heritage.

O Preserve the rural atmosphere of the Paddies site.

" Any facilities should harmonise with this character.

O Consider the further reintroduction of indigenous mar-
supials, together with habitat enhancement.

O. Consider retaining some exotic trees with historical
value (eg quince).

[ Screen SEC transmission towers and lines as far as’
practicable, both from the river and key points in the
Paddles Site.

38, Mullum: Management area — organised activities

O The westem boundary of this unit will be used o pro-
vide an entry road to Paddles.

O Screen SEC transmission towers and lines as far as
practicable.

[ Design and locate any future sports ovals In a sensi-
tive manner, set back a suitable distance from Mullum
Mullum Creek and landscaped appropriately.

O The councit depot site and SEC terminal station im-
mediately south will be screened {o minimise visual
impacts on visitors entering the Mullum and Paddles
units. The Board of Works will liaise with the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe and the SEC about suit-
able screening. !
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Cl Provision of some picnic facilities will be considered
© as a possible focus for recreation within Muilum.

;:Deynolds Management areas — bushland con-
Kservation and dispersed informal recreation

E] Protect and enhance the yellow box woodlands near
" Reynolds Road.

[ The development of the Reynoids Road area as a
simple plcnic ground with canoe launch and retrievai fa-
cilities wiii be considered.

O Construction.of a pedesiﬁan and bicycie bridge over

" . the Yarra at Reynolds Roéd will be considered. This

bridge could use the abutments for the proposed Board
of Works invert siphon.

O An unsealed walking path wiil be provided consistent
with nature conservation objectives. This should allow
opportunities for access to the Wiid Cherry rapids east
of Sweeneays Lane.

40. Overbank: Management area — bushland conser-
vatién

[0 This extensive area wili be managed primarily as wild-

life habitat and wili provide opportunities for
environmental education.

O An unsealed walking track will provide access from
Reynolds Road along the northern boundary of Glynn
through 10 Warrandyte State Park, consistent with nature
conservation objectives.

[ The Killeavey Homestead and traditional garden will
be preserved and could be used for accommodation
and park interpretation.

O Provide opportunities for enjoying the views fromthe
Overbank Road area. A simple picnic area in the cleared
area opposite Seward will be considered in the Jonger
term.

I The reintroduction of indigenous animals will be en-
couraged. The Board of Works and relevant )
municipalities will consider measures fo control dogs
and cats.

41/42, Seaward and Abbott: Management areas —
dispersed Informal recreation, bushland conserva-
tion, orgamsed activities

0 The Main Yarra Trail will run close to the western
boundary of Abbott, then turn eastwards along the ridgel-
ine in Seaward. It will be designed so that it is essentially
invisible from canoeists using the rver and sufficiently
distant to minimise possible noise intrusion on the river
environment.




[3 Preserve the rural atmaosphere of the area and ansure
any facilities harmonise with this character. Long range
views of the Abbaott and Seaward land from the river
should be enhanced.

[ Glosure of the northern section of Alexander Road
will be considered.,

O Screan SEG transmission towers and lines, both from
‘the river and from key public areas.

[ The sympathetlc deveiopmant of a golf course on Ab-
bott and part of Seaward {south of the ridgeline only)
may b considered. The construction of more Intensive

urban sporting facilities, such as playing fields or tennis
courts, will not be permitted.

43, Longridge: Management areas — bushland con-
gervation and rural conservation

{J Protect and enhanca the ysllow box and red box
woodlands.

0 Preserwve scared trees and Aborigingl anefact scat-
ters.

4 Glynn: Management area — buahla
(i

1 Encourage Longridge Farm o contint
concem, allowing somta degres of publich

3. This area will be managed in a simitar §
Ovgrbank, with the emphasia on wildlife H3
ronmental education. Public access sh::uu e
be resiricted,

O The Glynn property will be cc-nsideradj' £l
anvitonmental camps.
3 Further development of the area will capiag

excellent views from Glyrn, pevticulary of Long
Farm and the river flats,

2 The Crown larid between Gly nng Rosd a)
River (included In the Pound Bend Unk) ma
appropriately managed by the Board of Wik

i

Longridge Farm, in Alaxander Road, Warrandyte, will probably provide some degree of public access and’
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| 45. Pound Bend: Management areas — intensive in-
fofmal, recreation, dispersed Informai recreation,
bushiand conservation, and organised activities

] The Pound Eend sub-area Incorporates block A ln
the Warrendyte State Park Managament Plan and in-
ciudes Pound Bend, Norman Reserve, Andersons
Creek Reserve and Warrandyte Reserve. Managemant
must be in accordance with the approved Warrandyle
State Park Management Plan.

O Develop the old Pound Bend orchard for day use
with picnlc facilities, toilets, car park and walking tracks
as outlined in the Warrandyte State Park Managemant
Plan. The estabiishment of a wetland near the eastern
end of the Pound Bend loop will be investigated.

O The Pound Bend Orchard area wiii be revegetatad
and the remaining oid fruit trees should be retained if
found to be significant. ‘

O Protect and interpret the Pound Bend Tunnel and as-
sofiated geclogical fsatures.

0 Make provigion for swimming at 2 humber of loca-
tions, including Norman Reserve, and for canoe
launching and retrieval at Pound Bend Reserve,

O Rehabilitata degraded areas, control river bank ero-
sion, rabbits and weeds.

[0 Manage the area to provide suitabie habitats for na-
tive birds and mammals.

[0 The need far a footbridge (gg. a smail swing bricige)
between Pound Bend (near Gailatiys Lane) and the
riarth bark will be investigated.

O Unsealea walking tracks wili be developad along
both sides of the Yarra, with the northem track connect-
ing with & futura trail along Stony Creek,

0O Warrandyte Reserve wili continue to be usad for
sporting activities.

46. Warrandyte fownship: Management area — inten-
ajve informal recreation

O The Warrandyte township sub-area corresponds 1o
block B in the Warrandyte State Park Management Plan.
The riparian conservation management area appliad
throughout most of the concept plan area does not
apply to this sub-area, Managemant must be in accor-
dance with the approved Warrand}.rte Staie Park
Management Plan.

[0 Upgrade visitor faciities consistent with the area's tour-
ist potential and high use. This Inciudes picnic tables,
modified parking, and a canoe launching area east ofths
bridge, Development should be consistent with the
Warrandyte Towhscape Improvarnent Report (July 1988).

[ Ensure that new buildings and adjoining commercial
development harmonise with the rustic character of the
area. Existing bulidings shoulid be retained, removed of
remodelied as recommended In the townscaps siudy.

[ The tannis courts adjacent to the britige will ot be ex-

panded of upgraded, and should Idealiy be removed in
the long tarm.

O Seek a suitabie site for a tourist information centre
within Warrandyte township. Visitor information shouid
ba provided on the Important features and history of
Wamanciyte. , S

[ Minimise potentiai conflicts between different recrea-
tionai uses inciuding waiking, cyciing and horse riding.

[ Rehabilitate degraded areas, giving special attention
to ergsion control, weaed removal and revegetation,

[ The Department of Conservation and Environment
and the Glty of Doncaster and Tem plestows wili encour-
age the planting of suftable Indigenous species In
adjoining residentiai areas.

[ The views of the Yarra River and hilisides bayond wili
be reinforced and extended.

O The Maln Yama Trail will terminate at the car park next
to the tennis courts, The padestrian trail will continue
under the bridge and further east to the island.

7
@N rthern Frontage: Management area — bush-

Iandcnnservatmn

[] The Northern Frontage subr-area corresponds to
block G In the Warrandyte State Park Managament Pian,
stretching from Momman Reserve to the island (including
the island ltself). Management must ba In accordannce
with tha Warrandyte Stata Park Management Pian.

[] Retain this river frontage as an important iandscape

backdrop, reiatively inaccesasible and densely vegetated.

O An unseaisd walking track from Norman Reserve will
© terminzate at the water whesl foundation {oppos.rta Ander-

sons Creek confluence).

[ Historic mines and geological formations will be

made safe, protected and intarpreted, especialiy at the is-

land. A footbridge will be constructed between the
towniship river frontage and the Island.

O impiement & pest control program, giving special at-
tention 1o the island. The Deparment of Conservation
and Environment will liaise with the Board of Works

about removing wiliows. Adjoining landowners will ke en-

couraged to remove invasive garden plants and control
wandaring pets,




Jumping-Watsons Creek Unit
Within this unit there is an opportunity to:

O Protect densa forest cover, particularly alongside the
Yarra River. :

O Protect the integrity of Warrandyte Gorge with ils rock
cliffs, rapids, gravel bars and islands.

O Minimise the visual Impact of housing developments
through additional scresning.

[ Enhance tha existing agriculturai lands so that thay
blend harmoniousiy with the forest argas,

O Maintain a recreation setting that provides opportuni-
ties for soiitude, ramoteness and adventure.

O Maintain tree cover on private land and reducing the
visual impact of roads and car parks.

O Minimise the possible adverse effects of bushfire.

Site prescriptions

48, Fourth Hlil and Timber Reserve: Management
areas — bushland conservation and dispersed infor-
mal recreation

O The Fourth Hiii, Timber Reserve and Scotchmans Hili
sub-area conesponds to biock D in the Warrandyte
State Park Managament Plan. Management must be In
accordance with that plan.

O Protect and enhance indigenous plant species and
geological features.

O Protact and interpret historical features reiated to goid
discovery and mining.

O Deveiop & picnic area at Whipstick Gully and up-
grade the Gold Memorial picnic area.

O Horse riding wili be catered for an designatad tracks.

49, The Comman;: Management area — bushiand con-
servation

O The Common corresponds to block E in the
Warrandyte State Park Management Plan. Managemant
must be in accordance with that plan.

O Suitabie habitat will be méintained for the Eastarn
Grey Kangaroo population by appropriate burning ra-
gimes.

O Provide opportunities for walking, nature studies, and
horse riding on designated tracks.
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O Thefeasibility of developing a walking track from Pot. §
ters Cottage, through the Carmimon to Jumiplng Grask
will be investigated.

50. Black Flat: Management area — bushland cnnser-\
vation ]

] Black Fiat includes Block F in the Wamanciyte State
Park Management Flan and additional |and along the
Yarra to connect with Wamancdyte township, and along
Jumping Creek to connact with the Common, Manage-
ment must be in acédrdance with the approvad
Warrancyte State Park Management Plan.

O Pretect and enhance significant plant species and ri- .
parian vegetation,

O Group camping at Black Flat will be phased out by
1991.

I RatiGnatiss the track network and consider closing
tracks not requirad for fire protection or recyeation.

O An unsealed walking trail will be developed alongside 3
the Yama Rlver betwaen the island (which will link with ]
Warrandyte) and Jumping Creek Reserve. A possible
connecting frack along Jumping Creek to the Common -3
and Fotters Cottage wili be invastigated.

@onh—W&stern Frontage: Management area —

bushland conservation and riparian conservation

O North-Western Frontage inciudes iand along the
north bank of the river betwean the island and Watsons
Creek, including Koornong. Management must be in ac- |
cordance with the approved Warrandyte State Park
Managemeant Plan.

O The river frontage wiil be retained as a bushland back- |
drop, relatively inaccessible and densely vegetated,

O Formallsed trails wiil not be provided, except In the
Kaoarnong araa. The beach and car park at Koornong
wili bg upgraded. -

O Inthe long tetm, an unsealed walking trall shouid be
pravided along Watsons Greek to connect Warrandyte
State Park with Kinglake National Park. When this oc-
curs, it will ba desirable to construct a footbridge cver
the Yarra near Watsons Craek,




arlas should be adopted following approval of this con-
cept plan and agsociated planning scheme amendmant.

Community information
and involvement

.The Board of Works has started preparing thie master”
plan for the Yarra Valley Metropolitan Park, which will be
a mora detaiied plan for futuré management and deval-
cpment based onthe guidelines established by this
concept pian, A managament plan has aiready been pre-
pared for Warrandyte State Park and this concept plan is
consistent with that. Community imsolvement will be an
integral part of preparing the master plan and any future
review of the State Park Management Plan. \

Providing information services, park interpretation, edu-

caticnal programs and materiais for visitors shouid be a

top pricrity in both the Metropoliian Park and the State

Park. A specific program for these aspects should be de-

veloped as part of the Metropolitan Park Master Pian.

Community involvernent should be fostered by encour-

aging "Friends" and other community groups,

Strategies for tha sharng resources betwesn the two
parks should be investigated, as should a complemen-
tary approach o Information, interpretation and
education. For exampie, rangear sarvices, school holiday
programs and park signage are three aspsects that could
benefit from co-ordination.

The Depariment of Conservation and Environment and
the Board of Works should encourage complementary
management of adjoining private and pubiic agency
fand. An information brochure should be produced in-
cluding responsibls pet control, removat of invasive pest
plaints and use of indigenous specias.

The Department of Planning and Housing, togethar with
lacal governemant, should produce a brochure for focai
restdents on the ovarlay planning controls proposed in
Part D, inciuding aspects of bullding design and suitabig
axterior building aolors [refar Scanic Spectrums Study).

Statutory controls

The area covered by this concept plan is within the plan-

ning schermes of the Gities of Cambeanwell, Heldeiberg
ant Doncaster and Templestows and the Shire of
Eftham, Each of thesa counclls is the responsible author-
ity for its scheme and the Minister for Planning and
Housing Is the ultimate planning authority for tha Mal-
bourne metropalitan region. ’

The proposed overlay controls:outlinad in Part [t are de-
gigned to ensurs that future devalopment is congistent

. with the concept plan. The proposed rezonings wili incor-
porate changes o park boundaries and ramove any
existing zonings that are out of date or anomalous, in ad-
dition, the concept plan itself (when apgroved) wiil be
Incorperated inte the relevant io€al planning schemes

by reference, as has been the practice with previcus
Yarra and Maribyrnong concept plans. This means that
all recommendations and policies contained in Part C
wiil have statutory support,

Additional formal mechaniams can be used to ensure
consistency with the concept plan, These Include admin-
istration of river bylaws by tha Board of Works and the
drawing up of managemsnt agreaments invalving the
board, DCE, counciis and private landowners.




1.0Verla‘y-cohtro‘l_s

The proposed overlay controls will help to regulate the
use and development of the Middle Yarra reglon, They
are designed to ancourage davelopment consistent with
the concept plan under sach council’s local planning
schema. The entire concept plan will also be Incorpo-
rated into the local planning schermes.

The controls are to protect the visual and natural queli-
ties of the Yarra and its environs and make appropriate
floodway and drainage provisions. These kinds of con-
trols already apply downstream of Burke Road and -
along the lower Maribymaong River:

The propeosed Streamslde Ervironment, Yarra Valley
Backdrop and Viewshed areas are based on recommen-
dations in the Middle Yarra Valley Visual Aesource
Study, Burke Road to Watsons Creek, by the consul-
tants Scanic Spectrums Piy Lid.

As the cities of Heidselberg, Camberwell and pars of the
City of Doncéaster and Tempisstows have & more urbéan
character than much of the Shire of Eltham, the pro-
posed Yarra Valley Backdrop and Streamslde
Envircnment area controls vary. For example, there are
contrels on the removal of exotic trees in Heidelberg,
Camberwall, and Doncaster and Templestowe. In
Eltham, the controls reflact the seml-rural bushland char-
acter of the Yarra Valley and strongly emphasise the
retention of native vegetation. Tha Floodway Manage-
ment Area controls for the entire concept flan area are
similar to those already imposed further downstream.

The maln features of the new overlay controis are listed
below. Proposed boundariss are shown on Maps 12
and 13. The River Concept Plan Area control essentially

incorporates this concept plan into the relevant planning

scheimes.

- The Scenic Spectrums study defined viewing zones A
and B. The propesed overlay controls apply to the ares
bounded by viewing zone A. Viewing zone B extends

" wall beyond the study arsa and Inciudes areas within
athar municipalities. it is recommendad that the Depart-
rment of Planning and Housmg Ineludes general
fuldelines for this broader area in the metropolitan re-
gional secticn of the planning schame. These guidelines
could apply %o the entire Yarra and Maribymong Valleys,
rather than a defined area such as viewing zone B.
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Why are thesa comntrols
needed in the Middle Yarra?

The Middle Yarra is well known for its scanic beauty. Ifig
one of the few places in metropolitan Melboumes that 3
has extenslve areas of native riverside and woodland 1
vagetation and a long frontage where it is easy to get
down to the river.

It is important that the river and its banks are not poliuigd
or degraded and that the area’s tranquil appearance an]|
sense of piace an not destroyed by inappropriate deved
opments. New developmants shiould not create any
flooding, drainage or efflusnt disposal problems.

As the city's population grows and leisure takes on
greater significance, the number of pecple coming to

. the Middle Yarra will increase, Most of us take for

granted that it will always be a beautiful piace to visit.
However, if we do nct take precautions now, excessivel
or inappropriate usa could damage.or degrade its
beauty. The controis try to safeguard those aspacts nf
the Middle Yarra we valus the most, k

The Streamsfde Environment Areas cover most of the §
parkland along the Yarra Valiey, much of which is al- 1
ready In public cwnership. it is erwisaged that onca
meore detailed master or management plans ame ap-
proved for these areas, then the relevant state and jocaly
govermment agencies should be exempted from plan- 3
ning permisslon for developments cansistent with theso
plens.

FLOODWAY MANAGEMENT AREAS

Marked FM on planning scheme maps

T

Purpose

- [ To presserve the floodplmn and to provide for appro-

priate drainage and flocdway rmanagemeat.

T To restrict development of land subject to flooging  §
censistent with the designated managerment areas and';

site specific recommendations in any approved concep
plan.

A



@

Buildings and works

A parmit is required to construct a building or to carry
out works, This inciudes the construction or carrying aut
of buildings or works exempted under clause 11-1.

3 No permit is required to construct or carry out repairs
or routine maintenance o bulldings or works, or emer-
gency works by the responsibie drainage authority.

[1 No permit is required far the following works if they
are constructed or carried out by a pubiic authority in ac-
cordance with plans prepared to the satisfaction of the
résponsible authority:

— The laying of underground sewerage, water and gas
malne, oil pipalines, underground telephone lines and
underground power Lines of less than 220,000 volis, pro-
- vided they do not alter the topography of the land.

The erection of telephone or power Iines which do not
“nvolve the construction of any towers or poles.

Referral of app]icat]ons

An application must be referred to the Board of Works
under section 55 of the act. .

Guldelines for permits

Before declding on an appllcation, the responsnble
authority must consider:

[0 Any concept plan approved for the area.

O The need to prevent or reduce the concentration ordi-

version of floodwater or stormwater.
L] The existing use and development of the land.

0O whether the proposed developrnent could be located
on land outsids the Fisodweay Management Area.

[T The effect on water quality, watercourse capécity, or
the flow of flood waters.

O The preservation of and Impact on the natural environ-
ment and tha need to prevent erosion.

STREAMSIDE ENVIRONMENT AREAS

Marked SE1 on planning scheme maps

Purpose

P %
[ To protect areas along watercourses from develop-
ment that may damage the streamside environment as a
visual, conservation, ecological and recreation resource.

1

[ To enhiance and encourage the consarvation and

maintenance of the streamside environment as a visual,
conservation, ecoiogical and recreation rasource.

[ To conserve water quality and watercourse capacity
to enable appropriate beneficial land use and water-
based actlvitles to be undertaken.

1 To protect and anhance the vista from the river or its
panks. -

O To protect areas along the river from visual intrusion,
to encourage development in kesping with the character
and appearance of the area and {o prevent inappropriate
siting of buildings and works. «

O To encourage development consistent with any ap-
proved concapt plan for the area.

[0 To encourage the retantion and enhanceament of a
continuous carridor of indigenous vegetation along river
and creek banks to provide corridors for the movement
of wildlife.

O To protect and enhance a sense of remotenass in the
uppst reaches of the Yarra Valley. o -

Subdivision
A permit is required 1o subdivide land.

An application must be referred to a referral authorrty
iisted in Ciauge 102-1.

Buildings and works .

A permit Is required to construct a bullding or to con-
struct or carry out works. This includes the construction
or carrying out of buildings or works exarmpted under
clause 11-1.

1 Mo permit Is required to carmy out routine repairs and
maintenance.

1 No permit Is required for the following works If they
are constructad or carried out by a public authority in ac-
cordance with pians prepared to the satisfaction of the
responsible authority:

— The laying of underground sewerage, water and gas
mains, oil pipelines, underground telephone lines and
underground power lines of less than 220,000 volts, pro-
vided they oo not alter the topography of the land.

— The erection of telephone or power lines which do not
invoive the canstruction of any towers or poles.

Native vegetatlon and tree protection {Heidelberg,
Camberwell and Doncaster and Templestowe cniy)

A permit is required to remove, destray or lop an exotic
troe or native vogatation,
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This does not apply tor

O A tree or native vegetation which is iess than two me-
tres high or has a trunk diameter of iess than 0.5 metres.

O Pruning a tree to assist its regeneration.

O The pruning of a tree to remove any part which over-
hangs a dweiling or is within two metres of a dweliing.

I An exotic tree that is dead.

[ Destroying or iopping a tree in accordance with a no-
tice under the Forest Act 1958, Country Fire Authority
Act 1958 or Locai Government Act 1989, Building Con-
troi Act 1981 or to compiy with the State Electricity
Commission {Ciearance of Lines) Act 1983,

O The removal of trees, dead wood or iimbs which pres-
ent an immediate risk of personai injury or damage to
property.

O The pruning or removai of a tree or root pruning to
prevent damage to works when in the opinion of the re-
sponsible authority damage to a pipeiine, electricity or
telephone transmission iine, cable or other service has
occurred or is likeiy to occur.

Native vegetatlon protection {Eitham oniy)

. A permit is required to remove, destroy or lop any natwe

vegetatton
This does not appiy to:

E1 Destroying or lopping a tree.in accordance with a no-
tice under the Forest Act 1958, Gountry Fire Authority
Act 1958 or Local Government Act 1989, Bulilding Con-
trol Act 1981 or to comply with the State Electricity
Commission (Clearance of Lines) Act 1983.

[1 The removai of trees, dead wood or limbs which pres-
ent an immediate 1isk of personai injury or damage to

property.
O Pruning a tree to assist its regeneration.
Referral of applications

An appiication to use or deveiop iand in a Streamside
Environment Area must be referred under section 55 of
the act to: .

O The Board of Works for aii iand downstream of the
western boundary of the Warrahdyte State Park at
Pound Bend.

El The Department of Gonservation and Environment for
ail land upstream of the weststn boundary of the .
Warrandyte State Park at Pound Bend.

B

Guideiines for permits (buiidings, works and
subdivision)

Before deciding on an appilcation to construct a buiid-
ing, construct or carry out works or subdivide iand, the
responsibie authority must consider:

O Any approved concept plan for the area.

O The effect of the development on the natural ecosys-
tems of the area.

O The need to prevqrii erosion and poiiution.

O Whether the iocation, buik and appearance of the
building or works wili be in keeping with the character
and appearance of the area.

O The existing use and development of the iand.
1 The views of the l;elevant dralnage authority.

O The need to screen all buildings and structures from
views aiong the river and its banks and to ensure that
screen pianting Is maintained to the satisfaction of the re-
sponsibie authority.

[0 The need to encourage buiiding design that is in
keeping with the character of the area. This inciudes:

— Keeping the height of ail buildings and structures to a
minimum. -~

— Ensuring that ridge iines on buiidings are parallel with
site contours on iand with an average siope greater than
1in10.

— Ensuring that building roofs have a pitch iess than 20
degrees,

O The need for exterior building colors and materials to
be non-refiective and blend with the naturai coior of the

surrounding environment. Preferred colors for roofs are
dark, non-refiactive grey, brown, olive green or biack.

. The need for aii excavation and fiii siopes to be of a
gradient iess than 1 in 5 and revegetated immediateiy fol- 1
lowing construct:on

O The need for a planting strip of at ieast two metresin
width to separate paraiiel retaining waiis and be appropn- }
ately planted.

O The need for at least 50 per cent of a site to be gar-
den, lawn or other previous open space. it shouid not
contain a building, swimming pooi, pavemerit ot other
impervious suiface.




Guldelines for permits (naﬂve vegetation and tree
protectlion)

Before deciding on an appiication to remove, destroy or
iop any native vegetation or tree the responsibie author-
ity must consider:

O Any approved concept-plan for the area,

O The conservation and enhancement ofvegetatlon in
the area.

0 The preservation of and the impact on the natural en-
vironment and the need to prevent erosion.

[7] The management of \;egetation to minimise fire haz-
ard. )

1 The bensfits of retaining a buffer strip of vegetation
within a specified distance of watercourses, roads and
q‘property boundaries,

[ The benefit of a condition requiring pianting, repiant-
ing or other treatment of any part of the iand.

L1 The views of the reievant drainage authority.

] Any propbsed landscape pian or agreement to re-
place areas or vegetation on the site.

[J Whether the vegetation on the site makes a signifi-
cant contribution to the environment becausse of the size
of particular trees,

'YARRA VALLEY BACKDROP AREAS

Mariced YB on planning schrem'e maps

Purpose

[[] To protect areas along the river from visuai intrusion
caused by the indppropriate smng or appearance of
uiidings and works.

O To encourage development in keeping with the char-
acter and appearance of the area.

O To protect and enhance the vista irom the river, its
banks.and nearby parkiands.

O To protect adjoining parkland and its flora and fauna
from drainage and effluent wastes.

[] To encourage development consistent with any con-
cept pian approved for the area. K

[1] To protect and enhance a saense of remoteness in the
upper reaches of the Yarra Vaitey.

Buiidings and works

A permit is required to construct a buiiding or to con-
struct or carry out works.

if the buiiding is to be used for a detached house no per-
mit Is required uniess:

O The height of any part of a walii is more than eightl
metres above the naturai surface leve! of the ground
directly beiow it,

O The height of any part of the wall is eight metres
above the naturai surface isve of the ground directly
beiow it and the pitch of the roof Is more than 45 de-
grees.

O Any part of the buiiding is more than 12 metres above
the natural surface of the ground directly beiow that part.

'No permit is required to:

[0 Carty out routine repairs or malntenance to buildlngs
or works.

1 Erect a television or radio antenna.

[ Erect a chimney, flue pipe or cooling or heating appii-
ance.

Tree protection (Heldeiberg, Camberwell and

Doncaster and Templestowe only)
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A permit is required to remove, destroy or iop any tree
which is more than five metres high.

This does not appiy to;

[] Pruning a tree to assist its regeneration.

O The pruning of a tree to remove any part which over-
hangs a dweiling or is within two metres of a dwsiiing.

[] Atree that is dead, dying or dangerous.

L[] Destroying or lopping a tree in accordance with a no-
tice under the Forest Act 1958, Country Fire Authority
Act 1958 or Local Government Act 1889, Buiiding Con-
trol Act 1981 or fo compiy with the State Electricity
Commission (Clearance of Lines) Act 1983,

O The pruning or removal of a tree or roct pruning to
prevent damage to works when in the opinion of the re-
sponsibie authority damage to a pipeiine, eiectricity or
telephone transmission line, cabie or other service has
occurred or is iikely to octur.

O The removal of trees, dead wood or limbs which pres-
ent an immediate risk of personal injury or damage to

« property.




Native vagjetation protection (Eltham anly)

A parmit is required 10 femmre‘ destroy o lop any néfive
vegetation.

This does not apply to:
O Pruning & tree to assist its regeneration.

O Destioying of lopping & iree In accordance with a no-
tice undar the Forest Act 1958, Country Fire Authorlty
Act 1958 or Lecal Government Act 1989, Building Gon-
trol Act 1981 or to comply with the State Electricity
Commigsion (Ciearance of Linas) Act 1583,

O The removai of trees, dead wood of limbs which pres-
ent an immediate risk of parsonal injury of damege to
propeny.

Referral of applications

An applncat[un o use or deveinp land in a Yarra Valiey .
Backdrop Area must be referred under section 55 of the *
actto: ‘

3 The Board of Works for &l land downstream of the
westem boundary of the Warrancyte Staie Park at
Pound Rend.

O The Department of Conzarvation and Environmant for
ali iand upstream of the western boundary of the
Warrandyte State Park at Pound Beand.

Guldelines for permits (pulldings and works)

Before deciding on an application, the responsible au-
thority must consider:

O Any approved concapt plan for the area.

O Whether the iocation, bulk; outiine and appearance of
the buiiding or works wiii be In keeping with or enhance
the vista frem the river.

O The need tc ensure adequeate screening of buildings
and works, for exampie:

— When viewed from the river or its banks, the outiines
of buiidings on ridgetops ara totally screenad.

— When viewed from within Metropolitan and State Park
boundaries, at least haif of each building and struuture is
screaned. :

O The need io encuuragev bullding design that is in
keeping with the character of the area, for exampie:

~— Enguring that ridge lines on buildings are parallsl with
site sontours on land with &y average slope grestsr than
1in10.

— Ensuring that-ali building roefs have a pitch less than
20 degraes.

O The need for exterior building colors and matérials to
be non-reflective and bland with the natural color of the
surrounding environment. Prefetred colors for roofs are
dark, non-refiective grey, brown, olive green or biack.

O The need for ali excavatlon and fili siopestobe of a
gradient less than 1 in 5 and revegetated immadistaly fol-
lowing construction.

O The need for a planting strip of at east two matres in
width to'separatg paraliel retammg walis and be appropri-
ataly planted.

O The need for retaining weiis to be not morathan 1.5
metras above ground lavel,

O The need for at least 50 per cant of 2 sita to compriss
a pervious surface such as garden or lawn.

Guideiines far permite {native vegetation or tree
protection)

Bafore deciding on an appiication to remove, dastroy or
lop any tres (o7 nativa vegetation) the responsible au-
thorly must consider:

[ Any approved concept pien for the area.

O The conservation and enhancement of the area.

O The need to preserve the area’s natural environment.

[ The affect of the ramoval, destruction or lopping of
trees on the natural environment.

O The need to prevent ercsion and pollution of the river,

O The management of vegetation 1o minimise fire haz-
ard and o ensure safaty to peopls and property.

O The desirability of retalning a buffer sirip of vegstation
within a specified distance of watercourses, roads and
propeny boundaries.

O The desiratiliity of retaining trees to screen buildings
and structures from views along the river and itz banks.

[ The desitability of requiting planting, replarting or

other treatment of any per of the land,

Kk

O Any iandscape pian or agreement relating to the site -

which provndes for additional irees and shrubs to be
plentad, -

O Whether the vegetation on the sits makes a signifi-
cart contribution to the environment because of size
and number of frees on it.




YARRA VIEWSHED AREAS
Marked YV on planning scheme maps
Purpose

O T reccgnise the landecapse impcriance and scenic
quality of the Yarra River and [ts environs.

' [] To protect the skyline and views from the Yarra River
and its environs from the intrusion of inappropriate devei-
opmert.

[ To ensure that the effect of devalopment on the land-
scape importance and scenic quality of the Yarra River
and its environs is fully considered. :
Guidelines for permits

Before deciding on any apglication to develop [and In

- the area the responsibie authority must consider:

" O Wheather the iocation, height, bulk, outiine and appear-
ance of the building or works including extsrior buliding
materlals and colors wili be in keeping with or enhance
the vista from the Yarra River and its environs.

O Whether existing vegstation which may screen the de-
veiopment is to be retainad.

O Whether any probosals for the ptanting of additional
vegetation will provide adequate screening of the devel|-
opment and complement the exlsting landscape.

Administration of the controls

This |s a brisf outline of the progass of considering devel-
opment proposals; for more detall refer to the statutory
cartrols,

Local councils have the authority to consider any dewvel-
opment applications on land affected by the Viewshed,

@ arra Vallsy Gackdrop, Streamsids Environment and
" Floodway Managament comrols.

Proposals for deveiopment in Fioodway Managemant
Areas must be referred 1o the Board of Works for its
commenis. These commeants are sent to the Minister for
Planning and Housing, who wiii then advise the councii
that it may either grant the permit, grant the permit sub-
ject to spacific conditions, or must refuse to grant the
permit.

Devslopment proposals in the Sirsamside Environment
and Yarra Valley Backdrop Areas will be réferred 1o the
Board of Works or the Department of Conservation and
Environment for comment as park managament agen-
cles, depanding on whethér the land is located near the
Yarra Valley Metropoiitan Park or the Warrandyte State
Park.
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Befora they begin, most new developments or ranova-
tions in any ©f the control areas will need a permit. The
best way to find out whethar you need a planning parmit
is 10 contact your local council. The officers will be abls
to tell you what pianning contrels, if any, appiy to your
land and who ?ﬂmil’liStEl’S them. .

Befors you maks & formal planning appiication, discuss
it with officers from the planning authorities, They wili be
abls to give you advice and details on the sorts of devel-
opments that would be considersd compiementary to
the surrounding area; for example, informatlon ralating
to suitabls trees and shrubs, setbacks and basic site
and design guidelines. They can also teii you how much
detaii you wiii need to supply, how many copies of the
plans are raquirad, and what other materiai wiil be neces-
sary. You may, for exampie, need to prasant drawings of
building elsvations for a proposed house.

Far heip and Informeation contact:

City of Heidsiberg

Civic Centre

Upper Heidelberg Road
Ivanhos 3079

City of Camberwell
Municipal Offices

350 Camberwell Road
Camberweli 3124

City of Doncaster and Templestows
Civic Cantra

699 Doncaster Road

Doncastar 3108

Shirs of Eltham
Shirs Officas
895 Main Road
Eltham 3085

Dapartment of Fianning and Housing
Northern Office

235 Queen Strast

Melbourne 3000

Departmeant of Planning and Housing
Eastern Office

Suite 4

3840 Prospect Street

Box Hill 3128




2. Yarra Valley'

Environs Zone

Tha future of tha special conservation zona was re-
viewed during tha pteparation of this concept pian. The
zona was put in piace in 1975 as & holding mechanism
to prevent furthar subdivision and inappropriate develop-
ment that would have had a detimental visual impeaet on
ihe Matropolitan Park. , .

This zone has been reasonably succassful in achlaving
this purposs, in contrast io soms nearby residential
2ones where receni development has had a negativa ef-
fect on the park emvironment. The new Yarra Valley
Environs zone |s proposed as & replacement fortha spe-
cial conservation zone as a pefmanent, semi-rural type
of classification. Thig zaning will o longer be a tempo-
rary holding mechanism and duai occupancy may now
ba granted a permit; otherwise, planning schems con-
trols ate unchanged. The proposed ardinance controis
are listed, and areas to be rezoned are indicated on Map
14.

YARRA VALLEY ENVIRONS ZONE

Marked YE1 on planning scheme maps
FPurpose .

0O To snsure that any use ot developmeant Is
compatible with adjoining or nearby iands re-

served far public open space.

1 To protect adjoining parkiand and its flora
and fauna from drainage and effluent wastes,

Use of land
Permit not requirad — Section 1
LSE CONDITION

Movabie dwelling unit
Passive racneation

T3

Permit required - Saction 2
USE CONDITION

Afforestation
Agriculture
Animal Husbandry
Boakesping
Detached houssg,

Dual occupancy Tha second dweiling must

form part of or be added to
an existing detached house
on a sita of at least one
hectara.

Homa occupation

Minor sports ground

Minor utllity installation
Oeclpational store
Radio mast

" Road

Prahibited — Section 3

USE

Any use not in Section 1 or 2.
Subdivision

A permit |s required to subdivide land, An appli- -
cation must be referrad 0 a referral authority
listed in clause 102-1. A parmit may only be
granted if either:

[0 A lot created is to be vested tn a public au-.
thotity or council.

[0 Existing lot beundarigs are realigned and no
additional iots ara created.




Vegetation protection

Except with a permit, native vegetation must
not be removed, destroyed or lopped, This
does not apply:

O within 10 metres of a dwelling.

[ K a notice Is given under the Forest Act
1958, Country Fire Authority Act 1958 or Local
Government Act 1958,

O If the vegetation wes lawfully cleared and the
land has singe baan used for agriculture Gr ani-
mal husbandry or for the transmission of water,
sewerage, electricity, gas or the like.

Before deciding on an application the responsi-
ble authority must consider:

O The conservation and enhansemeant of the
area.

[0 The presarvation of and the impact on the
natural environrment and the need to prevant
Brosion. N

O The management of vegetation to minirmisa
fire hazard.

[ The benefit of retaining a buffer strip of vege-
tation within specified distances of
watercourses, roads and property boundaries,
O The benefit of a condition requiring planting,
replanting or other treatment of any part of the
land.

Bulidings and works

A permit is required to:

O Construct a bullding.

O Construct or carry out works.

Befare deciding on an application the responsi-
bla authority must congider:

[ The existing use of the land and reason for
the development in relation to that use,

O The effect of the development on the Bxist-
ing or proposed public open spaca
reservations in the vicinity. k4

O The views of the Boa_rd of Works.
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Adventising signs -

Qutdoor advertising controls are at clause 18.
This zone is in category 13 of the table at
clause 18-10,

MNoter Cther controls may also apply, Thesa

can ba found under particular areg, deveiop-
ment and use controls in the State, regional

and local sections. Some controls (eg. car park-
ing) apply to ali zones and others to specific
arsas or uses.




3. Park boundar'y
adjustments and

other rezonings

Several rezonings are proposed in conjunction with this
concept plan. These are jiiustrated on Map,14 and fali
into three main categories:

J Conversion of speciai conservation zones {o Yarra
Vailey Environs Zone.

[ Park boundary changes, which inciuds some new
proposed public open space reservations and the re-
moval of others.

£3 The removal of anomaious, inappropriate or outdated
ZOnes. '

Yarra Valley Environs Zone

it is proposed that the foliowing special conservation
zones be rezoned as Yarra Vailey Environs:

E] The private hospital adjoining Banksia Park.

B Yarra Vailey Gountry Giub.,

B Area west of Bonds Road, north of Cleveland Avenue.
[J Resanna Golf Course.

3 Odyssey House.

O Area on north side of Yarra River opposite
Westerfoids Park. :

»

] Area east of Fitzsimons Lane, naxt to Summerhill
Road. 7

O O’Briens Lane area.

[0 Homestead Road/Waities Road area. )

-these parks are partiaiiy offset by soms contractions in

3

0 Area betwean Sweeneys Lane and Reynolds Road,
south of Yarra Braes Road.

O Area east of Aiexander Road.

it Is proposed that the oniy other remaining special con-
servation zone (west of Alexander Road) be reserved as
proposed pubiic open space.

Park boundary changes

The working group investigated the optimum bound-
aries for the Yarra Vailley Metropolitan Park and the
Watrandyte Stats Park. Recommended additions to

other areas. Other areas that, idealily, wouid becoms
parkiand (such as tand 10 the west of Sweeneys Lane in
Eitham and industrial land between Tempiestows Road
and the Yarra River) could not be inciuded because of
the relatively high cost of significant areas of urban fand.

The changes, however, provide significant advantages
for the future of these parks and overali community bene-
fit. The contractions are mostly in the Plenty Valiey and
involve extremely vaiuable properties, most containing
substantiai homes that would have added iittie to the
Metropoiitan Park in reiation to purchase costs.

For the three properties along Seymour Road adjoining
the Pienty River, sufficient creek frontage has been re-
tained as proposed pubiic open space. The remaining
property east of Pienty River and immediatsly south of
Banyuie Road is isoiated from other areas of parkiand
and pubiic access would be of little benefit as the adjoin-
ing Rosanna Golf Course precludes any access
downstream. ' :

The other areas it is proposed to remove from proposed
public open space are at Wild Cherry Drive (a narrow
reservation will be retained within one Iot to provide ac-




cess) and a vary small friangular area on a Montpslier
Drive allotment that will correct an anamaly between the
zone and propetty boundaries, All areas zoned out of
the Metropoliten Park are proposed to become Yarra Val-
ley Environs, with the exception of the Montpelier Driva
land which will bacome residential D2,

The additions to the Metropolitan and State Parks are:

3 An area wast of Bonds Road, south of Gleveland Ave-
nue (excluding the existing house lot which will become
Yarra Valiey Environs). This land is wooded and would
be appropriatsly managed in conjunchion with Board of
Works land o the south.

O River frontage land adjoining Deiias Avenue and Eiien
Grove, betwean Finns Reserve and Westerfolds Park in
Termplestowe, This wiil add the only remaining unre-
served Yarra River frontage land within the Metropoiitan
Park. The reservation does not impinge upon existing
homes and is restricted to flood-prone land, Acquisition
‘@ is likely to be a long-term proposition.

O A small area of iand zoned stream and fioodway
which inciudes the Mulium Mullum Greek immediately
north of the SEG terminal station in Templestowe. This s
required for continuity of the Muilurn Mullum Greek open
space corridor and includes municipal and drainage re-
serves being set aside In & new subdivision.

O Area immediately south of Overbank Road in Efiham.
Inclusion of this land wili help park management by
adopting Overbank Road as the northern boundary.

O An extensive property west of Alexander Road that
was the former Warrandyte Golf Course. Adding this
property tothe park is desirabie as the westemn bound-
ary is quite close to the Yaira River. It also aliows the
creation of an exiensive swathe of confinuous parkiand
south of the river between Westerfolds Park and Pound
Bend. This iand would be suitable for & public golf
course of for activities such as orientesring.

mEl River frontage iand in Warrandyte, off Tills Drive. This
strip is the only remaining unreserved river frontage
within the Wamrandyte State Park, and will [Ink the
Warrandyte townshlp riverside parkiands with Black Flat,
Tha rgservation [s restrictad to flood-prone Jand and
does not inciude existing homes.

[ A very small piece of fand next to Jumping Greek on
the boundary of the Shire of Lilydais, to provide a con-
nection between Jumping Greek Reserve and the Yarra
frontage sections of Warrandyte State Park, and the
Common, ’.?

O Stream and floodway iand atongside the Plenty River
north of Martins Lane. This is outside tha boundaries of
the Metropolitan Park, so managament by the Gity of
Heldelberg would be appropriate. it Is the only land Te-
quired to complata a link betwean the Yarra River and

the Plenty River Trail to the north. The purchase is to be
funded as a high priority under the Metropolitan Open
Space Plan Acquisition Program.

[ Other areas proposed to he reserved ag public open
space are essantially housekeeping exercises (sse fol-
lowing). )

These changes will result in an increase of at least 70
hectares of public open space against a loss of only 12
hectares — a net increase of 58 hectares. :

The recommended revised buungianes of the Metropoll-

“tan and State Parks reflect these changes and are

shown on Map 14. i is suggested that these boundaries.
be applied for future master or management pians, pend-
ing any adjustments to the proposed rezonings as
ultimately decided by the Minister for Planning when the
concept pian s finally approved.

Removal of inappropriate zonings

3 Yarra Flats, Banksia Park, Birrarung Park,
Westerfolds Park, the eastern part of Finns Reserve, and
Griffith Park to be changed from proposed public apen
space to public open space.

O Land opposite Banksia Park north of Banksla Street
owned by the Board of Works which is part proposed
public opér spacs, part residentlal G and part stream
and floodway o public open space.

O The rural zone immediately south of the SEG termina

_station in Templestows o pubiic open space.

Land along Stc:ri!,.r Creek south of the Resgarch-
Warrandyte Road from residentlal G to public open
space,

P

[1 Land along Andersons Creek between Harris Guily

. Road and Warrandyte State Park from residentiai G to

{ rasidential
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proposed pubilc open space.

™ The:Kogrnong section of Warrandyte State Park from
§m pubiic open space.

N

O The Scotahmans Hill section of Warrandyte State
Park from Warrandyta residential zone to public open
space.

O Land at the end of David Road, Warrandyts, from
public open space to Warrandyts residential zone.

Ali ofthe abowve proposed rezonings are indicated an
Map 14 and ara being exhi!:qted as pant of the cument
amendmeant.

Cther rezonings that shouid be pursued as a matter of
priority Inciude:

[ Rezoning of an existing area of road reservation (and




transfer to the Board c‘>f Works from Doncaster and Tem-
plastowe Council) adjacent to Whites Billabong.

."{J‘_\\\.
" O The Buard of Works treatment plant site an the east

Cid/eof the Plenty River.
O Removal of the_ proposed road widening that im-
pinges on Heide (subject 1o the decision of the Minister
for Transport on the appropriate route for Ternplastowe
Road).

"Other rezonings

O Al land zoned residential D north of the Heidelberg-
Warrandyte Road, east of Fitzsimons Lane, to residential
D1, This wil] intraduce controls over buildings and works
becausse of the importanca of the area ae a buffer to the
Matropolltan Park. It will also make the area consistent
with cantrols on the other side of the river and further up-
stream,

."_‘J:.I
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Appendix B

Fauna list

This listing is a combination of fauna lists preparad for
the Yarra Valley Métropolitan Park and the Warrandyte
State Park. '

Mammals

Short-basked Echidna '
Piatypus

Brush-alied Phascogale
Brown Antechinus
Common Brush-tail Possum
Comimon Ringtail Possum
Suger Gllder

Feathertail Glider

Koala )

Comman Wombat
Swamp Wallaby

Eastern Grey Kangaroo
Long-nosed Bandicoot
Eastam Quol! (?)
White-striped Mastiff-bat
Lesser Longeared Bat
Common Bent-wing Bat
Gould's Wattlad Bat
Chocolate Wattled Bat
Littie Forest Eptesicus
Large Forest Eptesicus
Grey-headed Flying Fox
Bush Rat

Water Rat

Biack Rat*

Brown Rat*

House Mouse*

Fox*

Rabhit*

Brown Hare*

Feral Cat*

Fearal Dog*

AN

* Introduced species
Birds

Hoary-headed Grebsa

Australlan Grabe
Australian Palican
Darter

Piad Cormorant

Litthe Pisd Cormeorarnt
(Great Cormorant

Little Biack Cormmorant
Pacific Heron
Whitefacad Heron
Catile Egret

Great Egrat

Littie Egret
Intermediate Egret
Rufous Night Heran
Glossy lbig

Sacred ibis
Straw-nacked Ibis
Royal Spoonhbill
Yeilow-biiled Spocnbill
Plurmad Whistling Duck
Black Swan

Ausirallan Shalduck
Pacific Black Duck

M elland*

Grey Teal

Chestnut Teal
Australasian Shoveller
Pink-eared Duck
Hardhead

Maned Duck
Blue-billad Duck
Musk Duck
Black-shouidared Kitg
Black Kite

Whistling Kite

Brown Goshawk

" Coliared Sparrowhawk

Wadge-talled Eagle
Little Eagle

Marsh Harriar
Peregrine Falcon
Australian Hobly
Brown Faiton
Australian Kestral




Stubble Quail

Brown Quail

Painted Button-Quail
Lewin's Rail
Buff-banded Rail
Balllon's Crake
Australian Crake
Spotless Crake
Black-lajled Native-hen
Dusky Moorhen

Purple Swamphen
Euraslan Coot

Masked Lapwing
Banded Lapwing
Red-kneed Dottaral
Black-fronted Plover
Black-winged Stilt
Banded Stilt

Latham's Snipa
Sharp4alled Sandplpsr
Pectoral Sandpiper
Eastern Curlaw
Greanshank

Sitvay Gull

Feral Pigeon™

Spottad Turtle-Dove*
Peaceful Dove
Commoin Bronzawirtg
Brush Bronzewing
Yellow-tailad Black Cockatoo
Gang-gang Cockatoo
Galah

Pink Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Little Corells.

Rainbow Lorikest

Musk Lorikest
Purple-crowned Lorikeet
Little Lorikeet

Australlan King Parrct
Swift Parrct

Crimson Roseila
Eastarn Rosella

Poit Lincoln Ringneck®™
Red-rumped Parrot
Blue-winged Parrot
Paliid Cuckoo

Brush Cuckoo
Fan-talied Cuckoo
Black-sarsd Cuckoo
Horsfleld's Bronze-Cuckoo
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Powerful Owl 5
Southern BooBook
Barking Owl

Barn Owl

Tawny Frogmouth
Australian Owlet-nightjar
Spotted Nightjar
White-throated Nightjar
White-throated Neediatail

B

Fork-talled Swift
Azure Klngfisher
Laughing Kookabira
Sacred Kingfisher

*Rainbow Bes-sater
. Doilarbird

Skyiark*

Weloome Swailow

Tree Martin

Fairy Martin .
Richard’s Pipit -,
Black-faced Cuyckoo-shrike
White-winged Triiler
Whita's Thrush

Blackblrd*

Song Thrush*

Rosa Robin

Pink Robin

Flama Rabin

Scarlet Robin

Hooded Robin

Eastarn Ysllow Robin
Jacky Winter

Crestad Shrike-tit

Oliva Whistler

Golden Whistier

Rufous Whistler

Grey Shrike-thrush
Leaden Fhycatcher

Satin Flycatcher

Restiess Fiycatcher
Rufous Fantaii

Grey Fantali

Willia Wagtali

Eastam Whipbird

Spotted Quail-thrush
Clamorous Resd-Warbler
Little Grasshird
Goldan-headed Cisticola
Rufous Songlark

Brown Songlark

Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrub Wren
Specklad Warkler
Weebill|

White-throated Gerygone
Brown Thornkili
Buff-rumped Thorniill
Yeallow-rumped Thombill
Yellow Thomiill

Striated Thornkili

Variad Sittelia
White-throated Treecreeper
Red Wattlebird

Little Watiebird
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Little Friarbird

Regent Honeyeater

Bell Miner

Noisy Miner

Yellow-faced Honeyeater

§



Appén dix_ C

List of heritage sites

This listing refars to sites with National Trust, Historic Buildings or Waticnal Estate classifications within the study area and
its immediate envircns (Refer also to Map 5).

City of Heidelberg

Banyule

Ofd Court Housze
Old Police Statlon

+ 8t John's Anglican Church

City of Doncaster and Templestowe

Springbank/Clarendon Eyre
Heide 1

Haide 11

Pontville
Post Office, Wanandyts,

Cupressus macrocarna, Yarra Strast Wamandyte

Eucalyptus Camaldulensis,
Bridge St/Manningham St, Bullsen

Eucalyptus Gamaldulensis, Portar Street,

Templestowa

Eucalypius CGamaldulensls, Fltsimons Lane,
Templestows

Smith House, Templestowe *

Pound Bend Tunnel

Shire of Eitham

Rosehill Homestead

Sweeney's
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National Trust classified
Register of Govamment Buildings

National Trust classified
Naticnal Trust classified
Register of Natlonal Estate

National Trugt recorded

National Trust classified
Register of Historie Buildings

National Trust classifled
Reglster of Govemmant Buildings

National Trust recorded

National Trust recorded
Register of National Estate

National Trust recorded
National Trust racorded

Natlonal Trust recorded
Natlonal Trust recorded

National Trust recorde_d
National Trust recorded

National Trust classified
National Trust classified




Appendix D

State Environment Protection Policy
No. W-29 (Waters of the
Yarra River and tributaries) .

Beneficial uses to be protected

PN
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Beneficlal use Middie Yarra Urban tributaries
Potable water supply

— without treatment No No

— with treatment No No
Agricultural water supply

—- Farmstead ' . Yes Yes
— Stock water . Yes Yes
— Irrigation Yes Yes
Watering of parks and gardens Yes Yes
industdial water supply

— Steam, cooling Yes No
— Other Yes No
Navigation and shipping No No
' Recreation

— Primary contact Yes No
—- Secondary contact Yes Yes
— Passive Yes Yes
Passage of fish Yes "Yes
Production of edibie fish Yes Yes -
Maintenance and preservation

of foreshore vegetation Yes Yes
Scientific and educational No No
Scientific reference No No
Maintenance and preservation of = ¥ No No
aguatic ecosystems and associated

wildiife

Maintenance of modified aquatic , Yes Yes
ecosystems 4 ’




Appendix E

State Environment Protection Policy
Waters of Victoria (1988) |

Extracts
Catchment management

34. Land use, In the deveicpment and administration of
iand uge planning schemes, the appropriate authorities,
In consultation with the authority(?), shall ensura that
lznd use is planned and managed in such a way that pol-
luted run-off, both from specific sites and within the
catchment as a whole, is reduced as far as practicabls.

39. Watlands, The management of the State's wetlands
shall be carried out in accordance with the State Wat-
land Conservation Policy or any management plans
developed for specific wetlands and adopted by Govern-
ment.

The autherity shall Keap under review appropriete water
quality criteria for wetlands and shali conduct research
into the impact of wasta discharges on wetlands.

Wastes shali not be discharged to high-value wetlands
or wetlands with a high pricrity for restaration unless
such discharges would be permitted under the State
Wetland Conservation Policy.

As sufficient infarmation becomes availabla, high-valus
wetlands where water quality has not been substantially
modifiad by human activities shall be inciuded inthe
aquatic reserves sagment of the policy.

49, Provision of sewerage X

(&) Responsibia zuthorities shall ensure new
sub-divisions of iand are provided with sewerage at the
time of sub-division or that the aliotments created by the
sub-divisicn are capabla of adequately treating and ra-
taining domestic wastewster within the boundares of
&ach allotment.

(h) In determining whether damestic Jvastewaters are oa-
pable of baing adequately treated and retained within the
boundaries of each allotmenit, responsible authorities

87

. wastewaters cannot be adequately treated and retained

shall have regard to the Code of Seplic Tank Practice to
be developed under clause 52 and in particuiar such fag- |
tors as the dimenslons and area of the aliotment, the i
intensity of the proposed usse, climatic and soil consider-
atlons, water supply conditions and physical
characteristics of the site.

{c) Sewerage shali be provided as soon as possibls to
all axisting sub-divisions of land where domestic

within the boundaries of each aliotment. Where possible,
sewerage shall be-provided prior to the commencement
of building works. High priority should ba given to sewsr-
ing existing sub-divisions whers building werks have :
already commenced.

(d) Where sewerage is not availabis within two years, the
minfmum acceptabls treatment for all domestic wastss |
shall be a sewage treatment process approved under
the Health (Saptic Tank) Reguiations, as amendsd.

Detailed consideration and sncouragement shall be
given to the reclamation and reuse of wastewater and, in
particular, to the discharge of treated sewags effluent to
land.

(8) In sewared argas, appropriaté steps shall be taken
by sewerage authorities to snsure all premisss are con-
hected to the sewerags systam forthe purpose of
domestic wastewater disposal.

41. Impacts of works on plant and anlmal hahitat.
Dredging, censtruction, river managsmeant, reclamation,
nuisance weed control measures, soil disposal and
other works should be carried out in a mannar which
causes minimal disturbance of plant and animal habi-
tats. Where practicable dredged soil shall be disposed
of on land above high water mark clear of floodways
and floodplains (as defined by an average flood recur-
rence interval of 100 years).




. 42. Recreation activities. Recraation activities shall be

subject to regulations and/or guidefines administared
and publicised by the appropriats management bodles.
In particular:

{a) Swirnming, hoating and camping may be prohibited

~ or atherwise contiolled as appropriate to protect the

quality of potable water supplies and other beneficlal
usas.

{b) Where sewage treatment is not available, sewage
and sullage wastes generated by campers, boat users
and others shall be disposed to land at approved loca-
tions and In such a manner as 1o prevent adverse effects
on watercourses and water storages. Management bod-
ies shall provide appropriate disposal facilities whara
thera are identified needs.

(c) The use of power hoats shall be restricted in loca-
tions where the resdliting wave action may result in
unacceptable levels of stredmbank or foreshore erosion,
or where exhaust discharges may adversely affect the
beneficial uses.

(d) Roads not designed and maintained for continuous
use shail be closed off to prevent access by recreationai
vehicles,

43, Litter, Management of streams, lekes, coastal arsas
ard ehvirons shail include the formulation and impie-
mentation of a fitter control strategy which wiil make
provision for community education and for the reguiar
coilection and removal of iitter Or debris, and to ensure
that sufficient resources are devoted to the enforcement
of the Litter Act 1987 (as amended). ‘

Control of diffuse source polfution

44, Diffuse source control. Whera run-off of water from
the land surface is causing or is likeiy to cause non-com-
piiance with policy objectives, control measures such as
elimination or treatment of sources of contaminated run-
off andfor changes to [and use or land management
practices (as cutiined in clauses 45 to 50) shall be ap-
plted whare practicable.

45. Land disturbance and eroslon. Land disturbance
activities shall be carefully controlled and approfriate
s0il conservation measures shali ba taken in order 10
minimise soil erosion and subsequent run-off of sus-
pended, dissclved, floatable and settisabie matter,

(a) Construction werks, including hullding activities and
provision of services, should be camied out in accor-
dance with Guideiines for Minimising Soil Erosion and
Sadimentation from Construction Sites in Victoria (1979)
and Control of Erosion from Construction Sites (1982)
published by the Department of Conservation, Forests
and Lands.

{b) Eroding strearmbanks shall be stabilised by planting

-
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* Guidelines for River Management (1980) and Revegetat-

appropriate vegetation or by other means as outlined in

frig Victorfan Streams (1982, publishad by tha Rural
Water Commission. Where stock access is contributing
to the degradation of water quality or the erosion of
streambanks, stock shail where practicable ba restricted
to stabilised watering and crossing points or provided
with offstream watering points and stock access to the
stream prevented.

fc) Methods for the control of Streambank vegstation
and nulsance aquatic plant growths sholld minimise the
exposUra of streambanks to ingreased sk of eroslon
and avoid significant effects on aquatic ecosystems and
associated wildlife.

_ (d) Land disturbance activitles, particularly excavation or

scil remaval elong stream beds and banks and iaka
shores, shall be conducted In ascordance with guidie-
lines to be developed by responsible river managernent
boards.

46. Dralnage. Drainage systam design shall ensure that
the eroslon of streams and other drainage lines is
minimised and shall make affowance, where practicable,
for the attenuation of peak run-off and the retention and
trapping of comtaminants, inctuding litter, In fun-off.

Input of these contaminants to the drainage system

should be minimised by the control of actlvities withir |
the catchment. Regular streat sweeping, provision of de- |
tentien basins and other maasures designed to reduce :
pollutant ivads from urban drainage are encouraged. i

Tha design and siting of stormwater drainage lines on

coastal Grown [and (excluding lend within Port Philiip

Bay) which discharge to the coastal segment shiall ba

canjed out in accordance with guidelines to he deval- - it
oped by the Coastai Managemeant Co-ordination ‘

Cormmittesa,

47. Road construction. New straets and roads shall ba 0
constructed in ways which minimise 50il erosion. Al ex-

isting streets and roads should ba upgraded to minimiss

grgsion &2 500N as practicable, Such construction and

upgrading should be canied out In accordance with |

Guidelines for Minimising Soil Erosion and Sedimenta- !
tion from Construction Sites in Victoria (1979), published 3
by the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands. i
In steep locations, particuiarly those close to watar-
courses, reads and roadsides shouid be stabllised so i
as to minimise scil erosiorn,

Surface drainage frorTunmade or parfially construcad 3
streets and roads should be conveyed through or |
across appropriate sediment and erosion control struc- g
iures, inciuding grassed buffar zones and thence to

natural drainage iines.



Appendix F

The Main Yarra Trail

D) Burke Road 1o Banksia Street. This section has al-
ready baen constructed within Yarra Flats.

[0 Banksia Street to Plenty River. The traii wiii continue
under Banksia Street bridge along the north bank
through Warringal Park to Banyuie Fiats Reserve. The
Main Yarra Trail will move away from the river here to
protect sensitive vegetation and wetiands. it wili con-

verge on the Yarra as it approaches the Pienty River.

O Plenty River to Fitzsimons Lane. The trall will cross
the Plenty River via & new timbar bridge Into land that is
being acquired from Rosanna Golf Club. The trail will fol-
iow the river benk closely then into Cock's property, how
used for grazing. After crossing Bonds Road, the trait is
baing built along the river near Cdyssay House, where a
board walk Is necessary and care will be needed to mini-
mise disturbance to riparian vegetation. The trail then
traverses cpen grazing iand towards a 70-metre con-
crete bridge over the Yarra River into Westerfoids Park.
within Westaifolds, the trail follows the existing patiway.

[ Flizslmons Lane to Mullum Mullum Creek, The trail
will contiriue under Fitzsimons Lane bridge and divert in-
land to foliow & Board of Works pipetrack for some
distance, which provides an opportunity for panoramic
views of the river valley. it will then curve downhill again
to Petty’s Orchard and pass by it dlose to tha Yarra River
towards Mulium Mulium Creek. Some minor motlifica-
tion to orchard activities will be necessary,

O Mubium Mullum Cragk to Alexandar Road. The trail
will cross Mullum Mullum Greek via & timber bridge and
continue to wind along reasonzbly clese to the river
through Paddles’ land. This route will avcid some sensi-
tive vegetation opposite Reyriolds Road. A new
pedestrian bridge over the Yaira is proposed at the end
of Reynolds Road. The trail will then continue alongside
the river to the boundary of the Seaward lend, then tum
east along the ridgeline until reaching Alexander Road,
where it wiil turn south alorig the uriused section of Alex-
ander Road to the Longridge property: This wiil avoid
sensitive vegetation and steep slopes near the river on

‘Description of recommended trail routes

.

B9

 along aridge to the highest pdint In the trall, overiooking §

. nection with the existing trall along the Warrandyte

bath sides of Alexander Road.

O Alexander Road to Warrandyte township. Turning -
south through Longridge Famn, the trail will continus.

Giynns Reserve. It will than turn south-east and continue
aiong a ridgs to Hutchinson Avenue in Warrandyte, Con- |

township river frontage wiil be made via the existing
bridge over Andersons Creek, Hutchinson Avenus and
Everard Drive, where approprigte signage and traffic
managemert measures will ke needed. Cne option 1810 |
close Everard Drive at its intersection with Pound Rozad,
making Everard Drive a no-through road. This would slg- |
nificantly raducs trafiic travelling along Everard Drive to
Pound Bend. A Jocal traffic-management study should
e undertaken to resoive probiems associated with the
usze of Everard Drive.

Koonung Creek

[0 Access through the Camberwell Golf Course would
be ideal from a recreational point of view, but is not feasi-
ble in the short terrm. Two alternatives have been -
sugyested, marked A and G on Map 10a. Alternative A |
would be more attractive for users, although more costly .
as a naw bridge over the Yarra (from Yarra Flats to ]
Buileen Park) would be required. Route A continues
south and east within Buileen Park and north of Garey
spons centre. Sumea son of sede crossing (either atun- 4
nel or lights) would be neaded at Bulieen Road. The trail §
wouid then follow Koonung Creek upstream through -
hotel grounds and cross Thompsons Road (where pa-
destrlan lights are planned) to jain with the existing path.

Route B joins the Yarre trail at the existing foctbridge
west of Burke Road, follows the south bank of the Yama
under Burke Road and narth of the Eastern Freeway.
The existing tunnet under the Eastern Freeway would
then be used to cross under the freeway, then the trail
continues east within the existing open spaces ajong the
southemn side of the Eastern Freeway. Bulleen Road
would be crossed at the lights. Connection with the exist-|
ing bicycle path would be made via the footbridge north
of Boroondara Notth Primary School.




il

An example In Knox of a roadfshared pathway intersection treatment used to sfow Iraffic.

“

Plenty River N

O The proposed Plenty River Traii joins the Yarra trall
west of the Plenty River. The route north climbs up the
escarpmerit in the Viewbank area and takes advantage
of the outstanding views in this reglon. The trail location
shoutd be carsfully designed to0 minimisa steep climbs,
A scheme to slow traffic shouid be used at the Banyule
Road crossing. The trail will veer north-east towards the
Flenty River, coming close 10 the river north of Martins
Lana, It will continue north along the river bank to Lawer
Plenty Road, connecting with the existing trail. Land ac-
quisition will be necessary betwean Bannockbum Road
and Oid Lowsr Planty Road,

Ruffey Creek

3 It is intended that a futura walking trail aleng Rufiey
Cresk be construsted from Finng Reserve to the Doncas-
ter Municipal Gardens. Between the Yarra River and
Foota Straet, this would probably be located along the
south side of the creek where somea land acquisition wiii
be necessary.

Diamond Creek

O An existing pedastrian/bicycle path circles Eitham
Lower Park and Lenister Farm, then continues north
along the creek vailey to Eitham Central Park and on o

Diamone Creek township. This path will connact with the

propesed trail along the north bank of the Yarra. The
conngction with the Main Yarra Trail is via Fitzsimons
Lane bridge. e

Mullum Mullum Creek -
83 The connecting pedestrianibicycle path will follow the

eastarn side of Mullum Mullum Creek at a suitabie dis- -
tance from the cresk bank, so that any sensitive riparian
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vageiation is not damaged. South of Padcdlas Reserve,
the creek flows through private land (zoned stream and
floodway) before bisecting SEG land. Land wili need to
be acquired on both sides of the creek in the stream and
fioodway zone to provide for the traii.

Within the SEC land, there Is already a maintananca
track on the eastern side of the creek, which can be suit-
ably modified for pedestrian and bicycle use. The actual
terminal station is confined 10 the western side of the
creek and is securely fenced. Even if the SEC at soms
time expands s works to the eastarn side of the cresk,
the Board of Works will continua to requirs safe access
alongside the creek far protection of the floodway. This
requirement wouid not confilct with pubiic use of the
maintenance track. immediately south of the SEC fand,

" a bridgs is required for tha trail to transfer to the south
- gids of the creek into Deap Cresk Reserve,

Siony Creek

3 A low-kay walking track shouid be provided along
Stany Creek, connacting with the walking trail along the
north bank of the Yarra at Pound Bend. This trail should
probebly be located on the eastern bank of the creck, at
least up 10 Research-Warrandyte Road. How far it couid
extend further north should be tha subject of further in-
vestigation.

Andersons Creek

3 A walking trail aiong Andersons Creek should con-
nect with the Main Yarra Trali north of Everard Drive, ont
the western slde of Andersons Cresk south through
Warrandyte Reserve. East of Harris Gully Road, walkers
should usa Gold Memorial Road on tha southarn bound-
ary of the State Park,




Jumping Creek

O A low-key walking trail along the east sida of Jumping
Creek should continue to the border of the Shire of
Lillydale and Warrandyte Stata Park. Minor land acquisi-
tion and a bridge are neaded to link this path with
anothar section of Warrandyte State Park, The Common.

1 - Watsons Creek

O In the long term, a low-key walking track could be es-

o : tablizhad along Watsons Greek to provide a link to

I A Kinglake National Park. When this eventuatas, provision
o of a footoridge over the Yarra to Ink the Watsons Creek

Trail with the Warrandyte State Park frails on the south-

arn side of the river should be constidered.

L2}
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