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For Public Notice via Internet 
 
 
REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS ACT 1978 
 
Title of Proposal: Hattah Lakes Environmental Flows Project  
Proponent:   Goulburn Murray Water 
 
Description of Project: 

A package of works at Hattah Lakes (within the Hattah-Kulkyne National Park) which when 
operational will enable the controlled delivery of environmental water to over 5000 hectares 
(ha) of wetlands and floodplains.  

Project infrastructure will include: 

 a pump station and short pipeline adjoining the Murray River (at one of two locations) to 
enable delivery of environmental flow allocations;  

 lowering of sills in Chalka Creeks to reduce the threshold at which natural high flow 
events in the Murray River enter the Hattah Lakes system;  

 three stop banks, plus three new regulators and refurbishment of a fourth, to control 
delivery to and retainment of floodwaters within the project area;  

 upgraded and new 22kv powerlines to supply electricity to the pump station; and  

 upgraded or new access tracks to access construction sites.  
 
Decision: 

The Minister for Planning has decided that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not 
required for the Hattah Lakes Environmental Flows Project, as described in the referral 
accepted on 4 June 2010, subject to the following condition:  

Prior to the commencement of works, the proponent is to prepare an Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) to the satisfaction of the Secretary to the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment (DSE) which includes, but is not limited to: 

(i) A threatened species management plan to monitor, mitigate, and offset construction-
related impacts on fauna listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, 
including the Regent Parrot (Polytelis anthopeplus); 

(ii) A plan for the protection of native vegetation that complies with Victoria’s Native 
Vegetation Management: A Framework for Action (2002); 

(iii) A program for long-term monitoring of groundwater and salinity impacts affecting 
the lakes and Murray River; and 

(iv) Measures to minimise and reinstate in-stream habitat loss in Chalka Creek. 
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Reasons for Decision: 

 With the exception of potential construction-related effects on the Regent Parrot and 
operational impacts on groundwater and salinity (including associated risks to aquatic 
ecology and beneficial uses), the environmental effects of the project are unlikely to be of 
high complexity or significance, and can therefore be addressed through normal statutory 
processes, including under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 2006.  

 While some adverse effects on threatened species and native vegetation as a result of 
construction activities are likely, these have been minimised through infrastructure siting 
and design. Furthermore, providing that a detailed Environmental Management Plan is 
implemented, residual effects can be appropriately managed and mitigated.  

 
Date of Decision: 5 October 2010 
 


