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Hosting of the ANZPW
The 34th Australian and New Zealand
Population Workshop (ANZPW) was recently
hosted by the Department of Planning and
Community Development. The workshop is an
annual event, hosted in turn by each Australian
state and territory, and New Zealand.
Participants in the workshop included
demographers and planners from most of the
Australian states and territories, the Australian
Bureau of Statistics, Statistics New Zealand,
Commonwealth Treasury and academics.
The workshop included sessions that covered
the technical aspects of population estimation
and projections as well as the policy implications
of population change, and the effective
communication of the uncertainty around
future populations. Population projections

and demographic research offer the basis for
assessing future requirements for residential and
commercial land, housing, public utilities, and
the provision of an array of services.
Expert speakers at the workshop presented
on a range of topics including international and
overseas migration, labour force, projection
methodologies, dealing with uncertainty in
projections, small area projections, indigenous
life expectancy and projecting births.
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Most Melbournians
live within 15 km of the
centre of Melbourne
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The information and research that was shared
at this workshop will be used by the Victorian
Government in future demographic research
and modelling. Significant issues discussed
at the workshop will be covered in future
editions of Research Matters.

Increasing or
decreasing…naturally!
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SAR Products and
Services Survey 2011
In October/November 2011, Spatial Analysis
and Research (SAR) conducted a survey to
gather feedback on its products and services.
The results from the survey are now being used
to inform SAR’s continuous improvements of
its business priorities and communications.
SAR had a good response rate to the survey,
receiving hundreds of completed responses.
Approximately one-third of the survey
respondents were from State Government
(36%), another third (33%) from local
government and 15% from the private sector.
This highlights the wide use of SAR’s products
and services.
The survey provided an opportunity to
connect to people who had never used the
SAR products and services before. The 16%
of respondents who had never accessed a
SAR product or service were unaware of their
existence but were interested in the products
upon coming across the survey. Five out of
six survey respondents (84%) stated they had
accessed at least one SAR product or service.
Respondents who had accessed SAR products
and services had most commonly found
out about them through DPCD promotional
material (70%), or from the DPCD website or
via an Internet search (53%). SAR will work
on improving its visibility in Internet searches
as the vast majority of respondents (89%) prefer
to access data and research information via an
electronic format (including online).
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The most popular products and services are:
Research Matters (74%), Victoria in Future
(67%), Victorian Population Bulletin (59%) and
Residential Land Bulletin (50%), which report on
recent trends and issues, and provide projections
for the future. Also popular were SAR’s ‘in Time’
and ‘Atlas’ products, which provide valuable time
perspectives and regional analysis.
Three-quarters (75%) of respondents selected
LGAs as an important geographical area for
their current work. Metropolitan Melbourne
(52%), suburbs (43%) and Regional Victoria
(43%) were also popular geographies.
Overall SAR products were found to be
informative, interesting and useful to
respondents work. The products and services
are provided to a high standard and most
users accessed multiple products.
Among the suggested improvements, one
popular suggestion is for SAR to provide more
frequent updates to our products; however this
is largely dependent on data releases (most of
which are annual releases).
SAR will be taking all responses into account
to help us refine our products and services
generally and in anticipation of the release of
the 2011 Census results.
SAR would like to thank everyone who took
the time to respond to our 2011 products and
services survey.

Spatial Analysis&Research
a branch of the Strategic Policy Research and Forecasting Division

SAR Products and
Services Survey 2011
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If you are looking for regional data, then
the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ National
Regional Profile (NRP) is a great place to start.
The NRP presents a range of data (from a
variety of sources, both ABS and non-ABS) for
various types of small regions, such as Local
Government Areas (LGA) and Statistical Local
Areas (SLA), and other regions up to State/
Territory and Australia level.

Data for individual regions are available in a
variety of formats (e.g. as web pages or in Excel
spreadsheets), discoverable through an easy to
use mapping interface. You can choose a region
from the lists on the left of the map, drill down
into the map, or type the region name into the
address search box. Once you have found your
region, click on ‘Get Data’ to open the profile in
a new window.
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Finding Regional Data National Regional Profile 2006 – 2010

The NRP is intended for users interested in the
characteristics of regions and in comparing
regions across Australia. Data are presented as
time series, where available, under the broad
topics of Economy, Population/People, Industry
and Environment/Energy.

Published by Spatial Analysis
and Research, a branch in the
Department of Planning and
Community Development
1 Spring Street Melbourne
Victoria 3000
Telephone (03) 9208 3000

This publication is copyright. No
part may be reproduced by any
process except in accordance
with the provisions of the
Copyright Act 1968.
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Figure 1. A screen print of the National Regional Profile 2006 – 2010
Source: ABS

Print managed by Finsbury Green
Designed by DPCD
This publication may be of
assistance to you but the state
of Victoria and its employees do
not guarantee that the publication
is without flaw of any kind or
is wholly appropriate for your
particular purposes and therefore
disclaims all liability for any error,
loss or other consequences which
may arise from you relying on any
information in this publication.

By clicking on the ‘Compare Regions’ button
(on the map page) you can access data from
2004 to 2010 for all regions in SuperTABLE and
csv formats.
There are around 300 data items in the NRP,
from the following series:

Economy
•
•
•
•
•
•

Government Pensions and Allowances
Household Wealth
Personal Income
Taxation Statistics
Unemployment
Wage and Salary Earners

Population/People
• Births
• Census 2006 (e.g. population characteristics,
unpaid work, internet access)
• Deaths
• Estimated Resident Population
• Indigenous Estimated Resident Population
• Population Density

Industry
•
•
•
•
•

Agricultural Commodities
Agricultural Production
Tourist Accommodation Establishments
Building Approvals
Motor Vehicle Census

Environment/Energy
• Land Area
• Water Use on Australian Farms

For further information, refer to National Regional
Profile 2006-2010 (cat. no. 1379.0.55.001),
which can be easily accessed from the ABS
home page via the left hand navigation panel
under ‘Regional Statistics’.

Editor: Nardia Smits
Email: spatialanalysis.research@
dpcd.vic.gov.au
Internet: www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
research/urbanandregional

Spatial Analysis&Research
a branch of the Strategic Policy Research and Forecasting Division
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One in two Melburnians live within
25 km of the centre of Melbourne

Increasing or decreasing…naturally!
“Birth and death are not two different states, but they are different aspects of the same state.”
(Mahatma Gandhi, 1869-1948)

Figure 1. Cumulative proportion of Victorian population by
distance from Melbourne CBD
Source: ABS ERP for June 30 2010 by CCD
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Using the 30 June 2010 ERP, Spatial Analysis and Research
(SAR) looked at the cumulative proportion of Victoria’s
population by distance from the Melbourne central business
district (CBD), as seen in Figure 1. By looking at this chart,
you can see that approximately 30% (1,636,000) of Victoria’s
population live within 15 km of the Melbourne CBD, while
almost 50% (2,745,000) of the population live within 24 km
of the Melbourne CBD.
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Within the Melbourne Statistical Division itself, the top three
Statistical Local Areas with the greatest population densities as
at 30 June 2010 were Melbourne (C) - Inner (8,000 people per
sq km), Port Phillip (C) - St Kilda (6,400) and Stonnington (C) Prahran (5,400). (ABS, 3218.0 – Regional Population Growth,
Australia, 2009-10)
An historical analysis of the population in the Inner Melbourne
Statistical Subdivision (ABS historical data) from 1921 to 2010
is shown in Figure 4. The population density generally decreases
until 1991 (2,475 people per sq km). From 1991, the population
density has started to rise again, reaching 3,729 people per
sq km in 2010. This is still below the density experienced in
1947, at 4,392 people per sq km, but current policies and
developments may lead to further increases.
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Figure 2. Number of population by distance from Melbourne CBD
Source: ABS ERP for June 30 2010 by CCD
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Figure 2 shows the number of people that live within 50
km of the Melbourne CBD (3,992,000 people - distance in
one kilometre increments). It shows that the distance from
the Melbourne CBD with the largest number of people (not
cumulative) is at 19 km, with 155,000 people living at that
distance (see Figure 3 for the map of suburbs and distances).
The groups with the largest populations are situated between
6 km and 21 km from the city centre.
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Source: ABS, Australian Historical Population
Statistics (cat. no. 3105.0.65.001),
Australian Demographic Statistics
(cat. no. 3101.0); VIF 2008 (DPCD
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Figure 2. Torquay Children’s Services Hub
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Figure 1. Components of
Victoria’s population change,
1972 to 2010 and projected
to 2056

Over the next 40 years, given the current age structure of Victoria
and the fertility rate being below replacement rate, natural increase
is expected to slow and become a declining share of population
growth, as indicated by Figure 1. Consequently, debate about
population change is likely to focus more on migration.
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The difference between the number of births and number of
deaths is called natural growth (increase or decrease). This
and net migration are the two main components of population
change. Figure 1 shows the steady contribution of natural
increase to population growth between 1972 and 2010 in
Victoria. Natural increase accounted for 37% of Victoria’s
population growth in 2009-10 with births outnumbering
deaths by 34,000 (ABS 2011 cat. no. 3101.0).
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In the future, regional LGAs that contain major and minor
regional centres, adjoin Melbourne, or have significant amenity
attractors such as coastal or riverfront locations, are most
likely to maintain natural increase. This reflects their ability to
maintain younger age structures, due to employment, social and
education opportunities that attract younger people. Geelong,
in particular, attracts overseas migrants who are generally in
the child bearing age groups. Despite this, the number of LGAs
experiencing natural decrease is likely to double over the next 20
years, with the majority being in regional Victoria.

Source: DPCD
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Fertility and mortality are key assumptions for population
projections. Mortality is the most stable and easiest to project,
being less likely to vary in the short and medium term. On
the other hand, fertility is subject to fluctuations from year to
year and is influenced by demographic, political, social and
economic factors.

Figure 3. Distance from Melbourne’s CBD

Source: ABS Historical Data: ERP’s from 1921 – 2010
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Natural increase, however, is not occurring everywhere. Regional
Victoria’s population has higher proportions of older people.
There are already Local Government Areas (LGAs) in regional
Victoria where deaths outnumber births. Between 2005 and
2010, natural decrease was evident in a quarter of regional
LGAs, particularly in the west of the state, while all metropolitan
LGAs experienced natural increase (ABS, 2010, cat. 3301.0
and 3302.0). Melbourne’s natural increase is boosted by
gaining a disproportionately high share of Victoria’s births and
disproportionately low share of Victoria’s deaths.
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Figure 4. Population density over time - Inner Melbourne
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These two demographic events, while inextricably linked,
have very different characteristics. Death is inevitable, old
age being the main determinant. The majority of people die
within a relatively narrow age range. Birth is not inevitable.
The determinants are many, and it may occur anytime within a
woman’s childbearing years. The longer a death is left the more
likely it is to happen, while the later a birth is left the less likely it
is to happen. These characteristics are reported via measures
such as age specific fertility and mortality rates and numbers,
life expectancy and completed fertility rates.

Persons

According to the most recent Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) population estimates, at 30 June 2010, Victoria’s
Estimated Resident Population (ERP) was 5.55 million. 73.5%
of Victoria’s population were living in Melbourne and 26.5%
in regional Victoria. Over the last 25 years, Melbourne’s share
of Victoria’s population has been increasing. Since 2005,
Melbourne’s average annual population growth was 2.1%
and regional Victoria was 1.4%.
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Figure 3. Bellbrae Cemetery, established 1864
Source: DPCD

