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Welcome to the new-look Research Matters
As you may be aware, Research Matters has
undergone a few changes since we’ve moved to
the Department of Sustainability and Environment.
One of the biggest changes is the change from our
old name of Research and Analysis Branch to
Urban and Regional Research. Please note that
our contact details have been updated as well,
including email and our website – details are on
page 4 of this edition of Research Matters.

Making the
numbers add up
After each census, a basic task we undertake is to reconcile
population changes for the five-year period between censuses.
In theory it should be possible to reconcile total population
change by adding the various components; natural increase
(births minus deaths), net overseas migration, net interstate
migration and net within state migration.
This basic reconciliation of the different components of change
is important for three reasons. Firstly, the ABS has to model
recent change to estimate annual populations. Secondly,
planning authorities, such as DSE, which do population
projections, need to derive assumptions for each component
of change. Thirdly, for the purposes of population policy,
we need to advise the government and the community on
the opportunities for influencing each component of
population change.
The recent publication of both the 2001 census and the final
estimated resident populations (ERPs) for 2001 allows us to do
this reconciliation for the 1996 to 2001 period. As you would
expect, migration is a key factor in this reconciliation. But there
are limitations when using census estimates for the migration
component and they need to be understood in the light of the
ABS methodology.
This is well illustrated when we look at the data for Victoria:
• The increase in ERP between 1996 and 2001 was 244,000.
• 138,000 of this came from natural increase.
• According to ABS’s publication 3101.0 Australian
Demographic Statistics, there was a net overseas migration
gain to Victoria in that period of 127,000 and a net
interstate gain of just over 6,000.
• Adding up these components we get a gain of 271,000 for
Victoria.
• Thus the census estimates that Victoria grew by 27,000 less
than intercensal estimates of natural increase and migration.
• Part of the 27,000 difference may be due to the
acknowledged possibility that some long-term migrants are
being double counted. So the difference is explainable and
manageable.
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But now consider the picture for regional Victoria:
• The increase in ERP between 1996 and 2001 was 56,000.
• 28,000 of this came from natural increase.
The remainder needs to be explained in terms of migration. One
way to get estimates for interstate and intrastate migration is
provided by the census question about place of residence five
years previously. But this yields a result that seems unrealistic – a
net interstate migration loss from regional Victoria of 6,500 and
small net gain from Melbourne of 2,500. This result needs to be
carefully looked at because 400,000 Victorian residents in the
census are not given a migration status – ie they did not answer
the question or they were excluded from the question being
aged less than five. Given that this question is so poorly
answered at census time, the ABS has considered whether it
should remain in its current form.
DSE met with the ABS in June to discuss intercensal
reconciliation and, as a result, the ABS has agreed to provide us
with quarterly Medicare data as an alternative for estimating
internal migration. Although these estimates also have quality
issues, conceptually, quarterly data should provide us with a
better source of data for policy and projections.

How are we planning to work all this through?
1. We will publish new interim projections by December 2003 –
projections of (estimated resident) population and age
structures for Melbourne and regional Victoria out to 2051
and projections of total populations for LGAs to 2021. These
will use a combination of births and deaths data and implied
net migration to produce population totals and age
structures.
2. Concurrent to this, we will work with the ABS and others to
establish how we can reconcile published internal migration
flows with population growth. The use of Medicare data for
migration flows is now being examined.
3. We will then publish revised population projections, age
structures and household type projections in the first half
of 2004.

Resear
Urban
Development
Program 2003
The Urban Development Program is being managed by Ray
Jeffery (tel. 9655 6927, ray.jeffery@dse.vic.gov.au) and is
working closely with the Housing Research and Employment
and Economic Activity Research teams, within Urban and
Regional Research. The objective of the Urban Development
Program is to secure the ongoing ability to provide land and
supporting infrastructure to meet the future residential and
industrial needs of metropolitan Melbourne and Geelong.
We recently held a series of residential and industrial forums
with invited participants from State and Local government, the
land and housing development industries and major
infrastructure providers. Six residential forums (north, south,
east, west, inner and Geelong/Torquay) and one industrial
forum were conducted. Participants contributed to DSE’s
database of available residential and industrial land supply
across Melbourne and provided valuable information on
anticipated rates of development on the fringe of Melbourne,
and likely major redevelopment sites for housing in the inner
and established areas.
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There was also discussion of any impediments to development
and also the potential impact of the Melbourne 2030 strategy
on land development. We rounded off the sessions with a
presentation on projected demand for land and dwellings,
across each region, and considered how much of that demand
could be met by already identified developments over the next
5 years.
The next step for the Urban Development Program is to collate
all the information gathered at the forums and make it
available for all to use. Over the next two months we will
publish a report about the land supply and demand situation
in each region. We also intend to place our maps and data on
the internet, located in a site within the State Government’s
‘Land Channel’ website: www.land.vic.gov.au. We will make
details of this available when the site is complete.

How can research help?
We are committed to making the processes of
urban and regional change clearer to all our
stakeholders.
• In July, we published new editions of Melbourne
in Fact and Regional Victoria in Fact. These
update previous editions by using 2001 census
data. This time we will include sections at the
front covering Australia, all States and Territories
and their capital cities.
• Also in July, we released the latest update of the
annual Victorian Population Bulletin.
• In about September, we will publish a new
edition of Towns in Time – Data on our website.
This data base will now include 1981 to 2001
census data on all Victorian towns with
populations greater than 200.
• We will publish new population projections for
LGAs. Timing depends on satisfactorily working
out data quality issues with the ABS (see article
in this issue of RM).
• We will publish what could be called ‘atlases of
change’ on our website. These maps, for
Melbourne and regional Victoria, will be LGA
based and cover changes in various
demographic, economic and social characteristics
over the last four intercensal periods.
• We will continue to make public presentations on
the urban and regional impacts of change and
their implications.
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Changing faces,
changing places
Much of our urban and regional research is about analysing
economic and social change, its different effects on people and
places, and identifying its policy implications. While structural
social or economic change has never had uniform impacts,
Australia’s transition to a ‘knowledge’ economy and society
appears to be having profoundly varying impacts on different
people and places.
For example, take the impact of employment changes on
Victoria. Over the last twenty years Victoria gained over 400,000
jobs but during the process of restructuring lost 87,000
manufacturing jobs, only 12,000 of which were in the 1990s.
How was this loss felt across the state? Melbourne lost 88,000
manufacturing jobs while regional Victoria defied the trend,
gaining a net 1,000 jobs over the twenty year period. The rise of
the food processing industry in many regional centres had a
major role in offsetting losses occurring in Textiles, Clothing and
Footwear, or through further capitalisation of labour intensive
industries. As in all cases across regional Victoria, there were
significant differences within it.

In contrast, employment in finance, property and business
services in Victoria more than doubled over the 1981–2001
period but 90% of that employment growth, an extra 130,000
jobs, occurred in Melbourne.
If one looks at what the 1981 and 2001 censuses say about
change in population, its age structures, its incomes, its social
structures, its ethnicity and so on, there are similar tales to be
told about the diverse nature of change. The implications of
this are many:
• Government policy makers need to understand how new or
old policies impact on different places and people in different
ways. These are not usually clear at the time when decisions
are made. Nevertheless a better understanding of the
changing role and profiles of places can help as it is often
other parts of government – the service providers - that have
to deal with the consequences of change.
• Businesses need to see how their markets are changing.
Just as a one-policy-fits-all is rarely good for government,
so one-product or one-service-fits-all rarely makes business
sense.
• An astute community also needs to be aware of these
changes, in their daily quest to improve their life chances and
participate in democratic processes.

Change in employment in manufacturing 1981 to 1986 and 1996 to 2001, Victorian LGAs
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Source: ABS Census 1981, 1986, 1996, 2001.
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What’s New
Victoria still the place to be

Research online

Release of the 2003 Victorian Population
Bulletin

Our website has now moved to the Department of
Sustainability & Environment and can be accessed by visiting
www.dse.vic.gov.au, then click on Research. The usual
sections remain & our customers will be notified of any
reorganisation of content.

The ABS recently released the preliminary Estimated Resident
Population (ERP) figures for Local Government Areas (LGAs) in
Australia for the year ending 30 June 2002. Highlights of
these figures have been collated along with data on the
components of population change (births, deaths and
migration) in the 2003 Victorian Population Bulletin, available
for free from Urban and Regional Research.
Highlights of population change over the 12 months
preceding 30 June 2002 include:
• Australia grew by 249,541 persons, at a rate of 1.3%.
• Queensland was the fastest growing State (2.2% growth)
while the Northern Territory grew by the least amount (just
245 persons or 0.1%).
• Brisbane was the fastest growing capital city (2.3%), but
Melbourne grew by the largest amount (52,478 people).
• In Victoria, Melbourne grew by 52,475 persons (or 1.5%)
and regional Victoria grew by 15,337 persons (or 1.2%).
Mildura was the fastest growing city in Victoria (1.9% or
873 people).
• In regional Victoria, Bass Coast grew the fastest (4.5%)
while Greater Geelong grew by the largest amount (3,686
persons).
• In Melbourne, Melton LGA grew the fastest (11.2%) while
Casey grew by the largest amount (10,073 persons).
• There was an estimated net increase of 34,249 persons due
to permanent or long-term overseas arrivals in Victoria,
while there was a net gain of 6,239 interstate arrivals in
Victoria.
• For the year ending December 2001, there were 58,626
births and 32,295 deaths, meaning natural increase
accounted for 26,331 additional persons in Victoria.

Population Growth Rate (%)
1.6 and above
1.1 to 1.5
0.6 to 1.0
0.0 to 0.5

We would like to remind our readers to use the Urban and
Regional Research mailing list form, which can be accessed via the
Research Contacts page. Please e-mail your comments, questions
and suggestions to christina.inbakaran@dse.vic.gov.au.
We have also added an Erratum section that informs our
readers of any erratum that have been produced for our
published products.

Know Your Area
Know Your Area can still be accessed through
http://www.doi.vic.gov.au/knowyourarea or by visiting
www.dse.vic.gov.au and clicking under the heading of online
services or going to Research.
There have been minor changes to reflect the departmental
change and also structural changes to the LGA pages and the
compare function. Census data tables have been added for
LGAs and State regions. Users have the option joining the
KYA mailing list and will be notified when new data sets are
added.
For further information, please contact Christina Inbakaran on
tel. 9655 6054 or christina.inbakaran@dse.vic.gov.au .

LGRN
The Local Government Research Network (LGRN) section has
also been moved to the DSE website & can be accessed
through Research section. The current edition of Local
Connections online is on the topic of sustainability.
A reminder to readers that to update either the Housing
Strategies or Council project list pages, please e-mail
christina.inbakaran@dse.vic.gov.au .
To view a complete list of all councils that have registered so
far, please visit our Housing Strategies page/ Councils project
list page.
Published by the Victorian Government Department of Sustainability and
Environment August 2003
© The State of Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment 2003.
This publication is copyright. No part may be reproduced by any process
except in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any
kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore
disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise
from you relying on any information in this publication.
Printed by Red Rover (Aust) Pty Limited, 53 Brady Street South Melbourne.

4

Department of Sustainability and Environment

Research Matters

