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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Metropolitan parks are large areas of open space characterised by their natural or semi-natural
conditions, providing members of local urban communities the opportunity to escape from the
urban landscape.

In 2002 Linking People and Spaces: a St r ategy for Mel bour nrkks Open
victoria, 2002) identified the need for six new metropolitan parks to meet the needs of urban
communities in growth areas around Melbourne. This need was further reinforced by the
identification of investigation areas for these parks in Melbourne 2030: Planning for sustainable

growth (The State of Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment, 2005). The investigation area for the

Kororoit Creek Regional Park was nominated on the Kororoit Creek to the west of Caroline

Springs, between Clarkes Road and Si n c | Roadr Roskbank. The investigation area is

located within the expanded Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). This report into the proposed
investigation area was prepared initially in 2009 and has been updated in 2018.

The landform of the investigation area is typical of the western plains of Melbourne, being
largely flat and without landscape features, other than the Kororoit Creek itself. The area is
characterised by pasture, along with some areas of remnant native grasslands, as well as
remnant River Red Gums and riparian vegetation within the creek itself. Views across the
landscape are generally long and uninterrupted, other than within the Creek valley, where they
are more enclosed and intimate. Access to the investigation area is available from both regional
and local catchments, by both road and shared trails (along the Kororoit Creek). All of the
investigation area is in private ownership.

Based on a range of criteria derived from strategic policy and site investigation, a proposed
boundary for the Kororoit Creek Regional Park has been described. This boundary defines a
metropolitan park which focuses on the Kororoit Creek as a connective and distinguishing
feature, retains remnant grasslands both for conservation and as a demonstration of local
landscape character, allows for interaction with existing and future residential communities, and
provides for both regional and local accessibility.

The area of the park defined by this boundary is approximately 260 hectares in area, with

approximately 171 ha to be acquired. The cost of acquiring this land is estimated to be in the
order of approximately $10.2 million at current values.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

While the Kor or oi t Creek Regi onal Park is termed

metropolitan park. Metropolitan parks are large areas of open space characterised by having a
natural or semi-natural condition within an urban setting, providing opportunities for residents of
local and Melbourne-wide communities to escape from the urban landscape and enjoy a sense
of space and connection with nature. Metropolitan parks not only contribute significantly to the
health and well-being of their communities, through the provision of recreation and social
opportunities, but also to the health of the general environment by protecting of natural
elements, enhancing biodiversity and sustaining essential ecological processes. In summary,
Me | b o umetragdlitan parks underpin many social, ecological and economic benefits that are

essential to the healthy functioning of the urban environment. (Parks Victoria, 2002, Linking People and
Spaces: A Strategy for Mel bourneds open space networ k)

The current project identifies boundaries for three proposed Metropolitan Parks within key
growth areas. Melbourne 2030: Planning for Sustainable Growth, (The State of Victoria Department of
Sustainability and Environment, 2005), the Victor i greviolSdkeyelanmingedocuniest for
metropolitan Melbourne, identified the need to develop open space networks in growth areas
with limited open space and growing demand. Linking People and Spaces (Parks Victoria, 2002)
included a commitment to set aside land for six future metropolitan parks to service areas being
rezoned for long-term development. These parks were:

- Marran Baba Parklands

- Werribee River Park

- Toolern Creek Regional Park

- Werribee Township Regional Park
- Kororoit Creek Regional Park

- Cranbourne Regional Park

The faster than anticipated urban growth within growth areas since Linking People and Spaces
has hastened the need for defining these park boundaries. Of these six new parks, boundaries
have been defined for three - Marran Baba Parklands, Werribee River Park and Toolern Creek
Regional Park i and the preparation of master plans for these parks is underway, being led by
Parks Victoria. The definition of boundaries for the remaining three parks is the subject of this
project, with Kororoit Creek Regional Park the specific subject of this report.

This report identifies the strategic and policy background to the proposed Kororoit Creek
Regional Park site and its boundaries; summarises the detailed physical, planning and
recreation setting of the proposed park; outlines the key criteria used to define the boundaries of
the park, and describes the proposed boundaries.

This report into the proposed investigation area was prepared initially in 2009 and has been
updated in 2018.
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DEFINING BOUNDARIES FOR THREE NEW METROPOLITAN PARKS
KOROROIT CREEK REGIONAL PARK

3.0 POLICY AND STRATEGIC CONTEXT

3.1 Metropolitan Parks: their Purpose and Role

Mel bourneds existing network of regional metropol
foreshores and waterways, are the legacy of 150 years of integrated town and open space

planning. They support and contribute significantly to Melbourne6é s | i vAs adted in Linkipg.

People and Spaces,

ifOpen space is not only for recreation and conser
is the foundation of urban liveability. It underpins many social, ecological and economic benefits

that are essenti al to the healthy functioning of 1

Metropolitan parks range considerably in size from 55 hectares to large scale parklands of 1200
-1500 hectares. They attract large numbers of visitors from a regional catchment across the
metropolitan area, as well as interstate and international visitors. Functionally, metropolitan
parks accommodate a large range of unstructured, passive recreation and social opportunities,
such as walking, bike riding, jogging, horse trail riding, picnicking, relaxing, socialising, informal
play, sightseeing, as well as providing educational resources including, nature study, and bird-
watching. Some metropolitan parks also provide facilities for formal community sport. The
landscapes of these parks may contain areas of regional, state or internationally significant
environmental or cultural values and cater for a diversity of recreational and tourism
opportunities. These opportunities are enhanced by shared-use trails which usually link
metropolitan parks with other areas of regional open space, especially along waterways
enhanced through the development process, in accordance with Growth Areas strategies 1
ANew urban devel opment wi || i ncorpor ahabitatdreds i gnat e
movement corridors, protect water quality, enhance open space networks and provide cycling
pat I’ITBe Otate of Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment, Nov 2005,A Pl an f or Mel bourneds Gr owt

Metropolitan parks provide people with opportunities to connect to nature and recreate within
typically large scale natural landscapes that are generally not available to them in smaller parks
in the local open space network. Metropolitan parks are essential to supporting this connection
through a diverse range of recreation, gathering, relaxation and adventure experiences within
natural or semi-natural settings, enabling escape from the built environment. The primarily Parks
Victoria-managed parks provide a range of recreational opportunities through a network of
activity nodes, track and trails, often linked with natural systems. In providing for such a setting,
these parks can provide habitat for endangered fauna and flora species, as well as the
protection and interpretation of cultural heritage and landscape values, in addition to this primary
recreation role.

In providing recreation opportunities for urban communities in semi-natural, large scale settings,
metropolitan parks are provided in response to development, to meet the needs of growing
communities, in a manner distinct from Council managed local and district parks.

Land Design Partnershiprban Enterprise, HM Leisure Planning 6
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3.2 Key State Government Policy

There are a range of State Government policies relevant to the use and development of open
space in metropolitan Melbourne of particular relevance to this project are Melbourne 2030:
Planning for Sustainable Growth (The State of Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment, 2005) and
Linking People and Spaces, both of which provide key strategic background supporting the
development of new metropolitan parks including the Kororoit Creek Regional Park. Linking
People and Spacesi s a strategy for Melbourneds regi
defining the strategic open space outcomes which were incorporated into Melbourne 2030.
Importantly both strategies recognise the importance of extending the metropolitan parkland
vision to encompass the outer northern, outer southern and western growth areas of Melbourne
to provide a diversity of recreational opportunities for the growing communities of Caroline
Springs, Melton, Werribee, and Cranbourne. The development of the new parks envisaged in
Linking People and Spaces is clearly driven by the need to respond to growth in these areas.

This project addresses this strategic direction as well as addressing the intent of the State
Government to co-ordinate planning for the sustainable growth of these areas. In this regard the
definition of the boundaries of the Kororoit Creek, Werribee Township and Clyde Regional Parks
will assist the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and Parks
Victoria in implementing these policies.

Linking People and Spaces

Parks Victoria released Linking People and Spaces in 2002. The purpose of the document is to
ensure that the supply of open space will be appropriate and sufficient to cater for the needs of a
growing and changing urban population.

Linking People and Spaces acknowledges the role that regional open space has in recreation,
conservation, liveability, health and wellbeing and the economy. It identifies open space
principles to sustain the benefits of open space into the future and to support the strategies and
actions identified in the document.

Linking People and Spaces recognises that access to regional open space is not equally
distributed across Melbourne and increasing densities in the inner city and outward growth will
exacerbate this situation. The strategy identifies key areas that currently have an insufficient
supply of regional open space, speci fi cally within Mel bourned
as a result, recommends the provision of six hew metropolitan parks including the Kororoit
Creek Regional Park.

With particular relevance to Kororoit Creek Regional Park, key strategic directions outlined for
the West Region in Linking People and Spaces are:

A Ensuring the adequate additional open space is secured to meet the demands of growth
areas

A Realising the potential of existing parks to meet the needs of currently under serviced
communities
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DEFINING BOUNDARIES FOR THREE NEW METROPOLITAN PARKS
KOROROIT CREEK REGIONAL PARK

A Protecting and environmental values through enhancement works and consolidation of
vegetation links between isolated areas

A Diversifying the range of open space opportunities (recreation, tourism, conservation) in the
region and identifying strong linkages between them

A Implementing native vegetation management actions in line with the priorities set in the Port
Phillip and Westernport Native Vegetation Plan

A Protecting and enhancing significant cul tur al a
and future open space network

Melbourne 2030

Melbourne 2030 was created as a strategic plan for sustainable growth in metropolitan
Melbourne and aimed to accommodate an expected increase in population of one million people
by the year 2030. The strategy made reference to the provision of regional open space,
reinforcing the findings of Linking People and Spaces that there is currently an inequitable
distribution of such open space in Metropolitan Melbourne, and stating that regional open space
is important not just for recreation but also for community health and wellbeing.

One of the open space policies of Melbourne 2030, Policy 5.7 aimedt o 6érecti fy the ga
network of public open space by creating new parks and ensure major open space corridors are
protected and enhanc edthebsix el ipmpoged paiks fgr metropolitan i
Melbourne as proposed in Linking People and Spaces, including the Kororoit Creek Regional
Park investigation area. In this regard, it reinforced the need for additional metropolitan parks as
a direct response to population growth.

—_
D

Plan Melbourne 2017-2050 (2017)

As part of a broader approach to guarantee Melbourne as a resilient and sustainable city into
the future, the Victorian Go v e r n me n-tertn sstrategicrplgn for Greater Melbourne i Plan
Melbourne - i ncl udes an initiative t o 6strengthen t he
net wor k6. This initiati v ethatraeoess ¢propes space terhains fare ed t o
and equitable, with the aim of providing access that meets the needs of all members of the
community regardlessofage,gender , ability or a personébés |l ocati

This initiative notes the delivery of new metrop
including the Kororoit Creek Regional Park in the west growth corridor.

In relation to the protection and restoration of natural habitat, the plan also recognises the need

to 6create a network of green spaces that support
connect an dngshb key reléthat gieert spaces plays in providing important areas of

habitat for biodiversity conservation, in addition to providing opportunities for people to connect

with nature.

Land Design Partnershiprban Enterprise, HM Leisure Planning 8

April 2018



DEFINING BOUNDARIES FOR THREE NEW METROPOLITAN PARKS
KOROROIT CREEK REGIONAL PARK

West Growth Corridor Plan, 2012

The Growth Corridor Plans are high-level integrated land use and transport plans that provide a
strategy for the devel opment of Mel bourneds gr owt
have been developed for the North, West, Sunbury and South-East Growth Corridor Plans.

Each of these plans will guide the delivery of key housing, employment and transport
infrastructure across their applicable areas, and provide a clear strategy for the development of
the growth corridors over the next 30 to 40 years.

Mel bourneds west er necognisedvas bne af che fastastogrowirig segians in
Australia, projected to accommodate a population of more than 377,000 people.

In recognition of the enormous growth projected for this area, the West Growth Corridor Plan
seeks to ensure local self-containment, job and housing diversity, and improved transport links,
and includes a key priority to:

Create a diversity of new communities, well serviced by public transport and with very high
amenity by building on natural features such as regional parklands, creeks and waterways, and
creating high-quality town centres, and urban areas.

The plan includes a number of specific references to Kororoit Creek and the proposed Kororoit
Creek Regional Park under the broader themes of Landscape, Biodiversity and Regional Parks
and Open Spaces:

A 4.3.1 - Landscape: The natural drainage system, including Kororoit Creek, will form the
spine of the open space network.

A 4.3.2 i Biodiversity: Kororoit is a major water-way providing important habitat and
connectivity through the Growth Corridor for threatened species, such as the Growling
Grass Frog;

o The Clarke Road grasslands, which support one of two remaining sites of the Small
Golden Moths Orchid in the world, as well as Spiny Rice flower. This area will form part
of the wider Kororoit Creek Regional Park. An area of approximately 50ha extending to
the north of the Kororoit Creek will also be protected for conservation to incorporate
Spiny Rice flower, Golden Sun Moth habitat, ephemeral wetlands and high-quality
remnant grassland,;

o Significant floodplains exist along Kororoit Creek and the Werribee River, which are
important features of the Western Plains landscape; and

o These major waterways, together with the numerous smaller tributaries and local
wetlands, include areas of cultural heritage and provide habitat for significant native flora
and fauna

A 4.3.4: Regional Parks and Open Spaces- An indicative location of the Kororoit Creek
Regional Park is shown on the Open Space Concept Plan;

o Further biodiversity information if required to finalise the northern boundary of the park
Land Design Partnershiprban Enterprise, HM Leisure Planning 9
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o Two potential locations for a regional active open space facility are identified, adjoining
the Kororoit Creek regional park and along Kororoit Creek close to the Rockbank town
centre. These facilities are intended to meet a need for sports with a regional catchment.
The delivery of these facilities will need to be further investigated before any final
decisions can be made; and

0 These parks will be connected by a series of trails focused particularly along the
waterways. Some of these will form part of the Metropolitan Trail Network, and others will
form more local trails to be provided through Precinct Structure Plans.

Kororoit Creek Regional Strategy 2005-2030

The Kororoit Creek Regional Strategy 2005-2030 (Land Design Partnership, Sept 2006) provides a
comprehensive plan for management of Kororoit Creek. Kororoit Creek is an important natural
asset in the north of Melbourne. The strategy covers the catchment area of the creek from
Holden Road in Toolern Vale to where it enters Port Phillip Bay in Altona, which is a linear
distance of more than 40 kilometres. The creek runs through a variety of different areas
including grazing, residential, industrial and commercial.

The strategy is divided into nine different reaches. The proposed Kororoit Creek Regional Park
is located in Reach Two, Rockbank Rural. The Rockbank Rural Reach runs from the Melton
Highway Bridge to Caroline Springs. It has a number of significant River Red Gums located on
the creek bank however these diminish on approach of urban areas. The Clarkes Road
grasslands consist of more than 100 hectares of tussock grassland dominated by Kangaroo
Grass. It is one of the last remaining stands of basalt plains grassland in Victoria and is an
important habitat for native fauna. At the present time, there are no shared use trails along the
Creek within this reach as much of the land is in private ownership. The strategy suggests that a
new shared use trail should be constructed to provide pedestrian and cycle access to the future
Regional Park. This trail should seek to provide access to the different micro environments
along the creek. Within the Rockbank Rural Reach, there is no existing open space. The
strategy identifies the land west of Caroline Springs (the location of the proposed Kororoit Creek
Regional Park) as the preferred location of the Regional Park due to its strong linkages to
Kororoit Creek and areas of environmental significance.

The Kororoit Creek Regional Park will have a clear role in implementing a number of the
objectives of the Kororoit Creek Regional Strategy 2005-2030 (Land Design Partnership, Sept 2005)
particularly relating to protection of important landscape and environmental values, and
contributing to the regional trail envisaged by the strategy.

3.3 Implications of Leisure Trends and Demographics

The following analysis of leisure trends and demographics was initially undertaken in 2009.
Other than demographic statistics, the analysis has been retained as originally prepared as its
conclusions remain relevant to the definition of the boundary and role of the proposed
metropolitan park.

A number of far-reaching socio-economic changes have occurred in the Australian community
over recent decades, and through these changes, the influence they have on leisure and
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recreation behaviour. The socio-economic changes include more flexible work and retailing
hours; new and different housing forms; markedly different family structures and sizes; the
infusion of major numbers of non-Anglo-Saxon residents into the Australian community;
continuing population growth in major cities, regional centres and coastal areas; significant
population growth and ageing; greater overall personal and national affluence; the
commercialisation of many leisure, sport and recreation activities; universally higher education
levels, and a greater awareness of the relationships between recreation, sport, diet and health.

The impacts of these changes on leisure and recreation behaviour have been far-reaching. They
have led to, in particular, a greater ability and desire to travel; expectations of higher standards
of provision; pursuit of a far more diverse array of activities but often, in a less committed
manner; extensive ownership of recreation equipment; involvement in many weekday evening
leisure and sporting pursuits and in a different mix of more socially-focused activities on
weekends; involvement in leisure pursuits to a far greater age; involvement in a far broader mix
of socially-focused leisure pursuits; a decline in support for more traditional activities; the pursuit
by some of more elite levels of participation; the pursuit of active, but non-competitive pursuits,
and higher levels of involvement in cultural and community activities and events.

In general, each of the changes outlined above have occurred in the populations which could be
expected to use a metropolitan regional park in the Kororoit Creek investigation area. This
consequently has implications for the nature of the mix of land elements which might be
included in a Regional Park and for its size.

All new residential areas in Melton East and Toolern will have very young populations.
Projections indicate that by 2031, close to half of the total catchment population will still be 34
years of age or younger. (i.d consulting Pty. Ltd., 2009, Population forecasts)

In addition to the large City of Melton population, Kororoit Creek Regional Park will also service
the growing population in the south-western suburbs of Brimbank City Council. The suburbs of
in the vicinity of the Kororoit Creek , such as Albanvale, Cairnlea, Deer Park and Derrimut are
projected to accommodate half of all the population growth in that Council over the coming 20
years. This population will be somewhat older than that of the new suburbs in City of Melton but
will still have substantial numbers of young residents

While it is not expected that this combined population will necessarily use a metropolitan park
immediately to the west of Caroline Springs, it would be well within reach and might well be
used.

Such a catchment of well over 400,000 residents implies a need for a larger rather than a
smaller reserve if needs are to be effectively met. Further, the very youthful age of the
communities to be served means that in its early days, a strong focus on family, play, social and
short distance walks and walking/cycling loops would be appropriate. As such, the land acquired
for the park should include areas capable of meeting these needs. In subsequent years, as the
population matures and ages, more passive opportunities and longer distance trails and
pathways will be appropriate. These needs are highlighted by the fact that the western region
has a dearth of large regional parks accessible to the community.

Some of the possible implications of the changed socio-economic conditions and of the leisure
and recreation consequences of these are recorded in table 1 below.

Land Design Partnershiprban Enterprise, HM Leisure Planning 11
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Socio-economic trend Park size and boundary implications

Changed work hours Higher levels of week day use will spread total demand. This may mean that a smaller
than traditional park size may be needed and that areas designed to accommodate
large groups could also be smaller than may have otherwise been the case

Significant levels of Ensure the park boundaries incorporate flat areas capable of accommodating group
younger families who are activities, small, childrends bike circu
new to the district
Ensure the boundaries incorporate readi/|
bushland

A mix of younger families Ensure there are areas which can accommodate family picnics and social activities
and some old residents
Ensure the Park offers more secluded small group/ family areas

Ensure the Park has the capacity to support extensive linear trails for walking and
cycling and areas for conservation-related activities

Table 1: Socio-economic trend implications of park size and boundary

It is not possible to define the specific shape and size of the proposed park in the light of the
above as these will be determined by the regional and micro-topography of the investigation
area, the nature and quality of naturally-vegetated areas, the course of waterways (including
Kororoit Creek depending on the final site selected), other water management features, and
possibly property and land use zoning boundaries. However, the analysis suggests a need for a
large Park - particularly once the catchment population of 400,000 is reached - and for a park
which comprises significant large and accessible flat areas for group events, high quality areas
capable of accommodating linear trails, and areas with strong natural qualities.

A final issue which warrants comment here is that of alternate regional open space and parkland
opportunities accessible from the investigation area and the surrounding communities. Although
the decision has been made to establish a Metropolitan Park in the Caroline Springs area, this
issue is pertinent in that the park will make a more valuable contribution to the recreation
opportunities available to the regional community if it adds to the diversity of opportunities
available, if it of a high quality and if it complements other opportunities. The nature of recreation
is such that there is no necessity for any individual to participate in any particular activity or to
use any particular type of resource or a specific resource. Thus, where there are already
excellent and diverse open space resources available, another resource may add nothing to the
experiences gained by the community if it is similar to or poorer than the existing resources.

3.4 Existing Open Space Provision

Review of regional open space resources available to the rapidly rising populations surrounding
the Kororoit Creek Regional Park investigation areas indicates that there is presently a
significant dearth of provision. While this shortfall is not highlighted here as a justification for the
provision of a metropolitan park - this case is clearly established in Linking People and Spaces.
It highlights the lack of natural resource-based reserves despite the popularity of such parks and
it endorses the conclusion that a large, accessible park which can sustain high levels of use, will
be needed.
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The larger reserves which exist on the western and north-western perimeter of Melbourne have
almost universally been acquired because of their importance for conservation purposes (plants,
animals, geology). Only Brimbank Park at Keilor provides the mix of recreational opportunities
which is appropriate for a regional park serving the needs of residents of the Western Highway
corridor of Melbourne. However, Brimbank Park is essentially part of a separate growth area for
Mel bourne and already serves the needs of
northern suburbs including Coburg, Essendon, Glenroy, Niddrie and the northern suburbs of
Brimbank City Council.

In the light of this review, a strong case can be put for the development of a regional
metropolitan park in or around the Kororoit Creek Regional Park investigation area, as noted
above. This should seek to provide a mix of natural, semi-natural and, potentially, heritage-
focused settings capable of supporting casual individual and small group activities by younger
families including walking, cycling and exercise, through to picnicking and barbeques and group
get-togethers for both small and larger groups. Trail development along Kororoit Creek should
eventually seek to link to open space systems in Melton township to the west.

The Kororoit Creek Regional Park will also provide a significant opportunity for contributing to
green corridors to other existing or proposed parkland. Promoting and improving the role of the
Creek in connecting communities with other parklands is important due to the limited access to
regional parklands in the City of Melton and the City of Brimbank, as mentioned above. Many
such regional parklands are environmentally protected land, underscoring the role of the
Kororoit Creek Regional Park in providing passive recreation space, which in turn decreases the
public pressure on sensitive environmental areas.

The significant ecological environments adjoining the investigation area together with important
heritage sites further upstream could also be linked with the proposed Park, and the size and
shape of the boundary reflects this. Access should be provided from a number of directions so
that while the Park is seen as a resource for residents of Caroline Springs, it will also be
attractive and accessible to residents from the wider regional catchments to the south, north and
west. A park shape which provides multiple access points and activity nodes will also help to
ensure that the potentially high levels of demand are not focussed too heavily to the detriment of
the natural attributes of the reserve.

By definition, metropolitan parks are regional in nature and are designed to contribute to
meeting the need for informal, nature-related recreational experiences of residents living across
a number of Councils or in a major metropolitan development corridor. As such, the definition
and development of all metropolitan parks, including the Kororoit Creek Regional Park, needs to
be such that they can meet elements of the needs of people of all ages, interests and abilities
rather than those of a specific age, culture, family stage or ability. This is likely to mean greater
accessibility than might otherwise be needed, greater diversity of opportunity and potentially,
greater inputs of programming and management.

The conclusion which can be drawn from this analysis is that the proposed new Park would
need to incorporate as diverse a mix of landscapes as possible. It should provide areas of flat

| and which can accommodate | arge user number s,

and provide for local, district and regional linear links.
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At a more immediate and local level, it is recognised by the City of Melton that the land
subdivision process in the East Melton corridor has largely failed to provide any substantial,
large parksandt hat the district i s fishor tWhilea fwill rotpbe
the role of the proposed Kororoit Creek Regional Park to make up the shortfall of sporting
facilities, there is an opportunity to develop some form of co-located initiative so that access
roads and other infrastructure could be shared between the metropolitan park and a major
Council sports and informal recreational reserve.

3.5 Future Urban Growth Context

Linking People and Spaces states that 60% of metropolitan park visitors are willing to travel up
to 15 kilometres to access a metropolitan park. A 15-kilometer radius around the investigation
area would encompass the majority of the City of Melton and a large portion of the City of
Wyndham.

In this regard, the Kororoit Creek Regional Park will service a rapidly increasing population.

The population of Melton is expected to grow to 215,531 by the year 2026 and 266,008 by 2031
(The State of Victoria Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017, Victoria in Future) aS shown in Figure 1
below.

Given population growth and the planning work to support this growth in Melton, it is important

that the boundaries for the Metropolitan Park are finalised as soon as possible to ensure that
opportunities are not lost and that the expanding population has access to the metropolitan park.
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266,008

Population

155,829
138,181

2016 2019 2021 2026 2029 2031
Year

Figure 1: Population Growth in Melton
Source: The State of Victoria Department of Planning and Community Development, 2008, Future in Victoria)
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4.0 THE INVESTIGATION AREA

The following text provides a brief overview of the key physical characteristics and features of
the investigation area, and the impact of these characteristics upon determining appropriate
park boundaries.

In considering the landscape of the investigation area, it is important to be mindful of the setting

that the landscape provides for a metropolitan park i that metropolitan parks are defined as

having a natural or semi-natural setting which provides respite from the predominant

surrounding urban landscape. The park boundaries should therefore seek to define areas which

focus upon, protect and exhibit the essential fea
inviting, enticing and engaging. The following overview describes the elements of the landscape

of the investigation area as they relate to community interaction and engagement.

4.1 Investigation Area Overview

The investigation area for the Kororoit Creek Regional Park is located within the City of Melton,

west of Caroline Springs, as shown in Figure 2. The area is broadly bounded by Taylors Road to

the north, Sinclairdés Road to the west, Neal e Roa38
east, and is comprised of around 450 hectares in total.

Running through the investigation area, as well as playing a fundamental role in defining the
character of the area, is Kororoit Creek. The creek enters the western urban areas of
Melbourne, west of the site at Caroline Springs and Deer Park and passes through substantial
areas of industrial land use and other urban areas before meeting the Port Phillip Bay at Altona.
The establishment of a park centred on the Kororoit Creek will provide the opportunity to
contribute to green corridors connecting with other existing and proposed parklands in the
region.

The investigation area is set amid pasture land which contains areas of remnant grassland, as
well as localised wetlands, located to the north, south and west. These grasslands, particularly,
are of high quality in areas and are therefore significant within the region. The Regional Park will
have a role in contributing to the protection, on-going management and interpretation of these
grasslands.
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Figure 2: Kororoit Creek Regional Park investigation area
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4.2 Landform and Geology

The terrain of the Kororoit Creek Regional Park investigation area is characteristically flat to
gently undulating with irregular rocky basalt outcrops. The flat and open nature of this
landform is relieved only by the Kororoit Creek itself, which cuts through the undulating
topography, exposing rugged basalt escarpments. These escarpments are a distinctive
characteristic of Kororoit Creek and provide it with a strong visual character.

Figure 3: lllustrative cross sections through Kororoit Creek, illustrating the landform and incised
character of Kororoit Creek

As the creek cuts through the surrounding basalt plain, it is deeply incised into the plain
(refer Figure 3), rendering the waterway visually inaccessible in a number of places. Despite
this, the creek remains the single distinguishing feature of the landscape within the
investigation area. While there are a number of steeper escarpments, access into the creek
valley is achievable for much of its length within the investigation area, presenting a very
different landscape quality from that presented by the surrounding plain. The creek valley
provides a sense of enclosure and separation from the surrounding landscape, as well as
supporting a wider diversity of vegetation. As such the landform of the creek and its valley
provide the opportunity for a distinct recreational experience.

The 1:100-year flood line of the creek, as mapped by Melbourne Water, generally runs along
the alignment of the creek, as well as extending away from the creek in a north-westerly
direction, creating a number of ephemeral wetland areas within properties adjoining the
creek. These wetlands, too, are characteristic of the western basalt plains landform and their
incorporation into the regional park would provide it with added visual character and
environmental diversity.
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The focal nature of the creek within the broader landscape is further accentuated in a
number of locations where the creek escarpments provide vantage points both into and
along the waterway and also over the surrounding plain, providing long views to the north
and south.

Soil within the investigation area is typically shallow duplex red-brown silty clay to 150mm,
over dark red heavy-textured clay typical of the basalt plain. Such soils typically present a
considerable constraint upon landscape development, particularly in a Park context, due to
the difficulty they present to cultivation and their expansive nature when wet, yet hardness
when dry. The difficulty of establishing a park landscape of diverse amenity and character on
such soils is illustrated by the limited plant diversity which naturally occurs within the
investigation area. This further emphasises the need to take advantage of the positive
landscape characteristics associated with the Kororoit Creek itself, as the focus of the future
metropolitan park.
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Figure 4: Kororoit Creek Regional Park Investigation Area; Landform + Geology analysis overview
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4.3 Vegetation

As discussed previously, the site is surrounded by areas of native grasslands both north and

south of the Kororoit creek (refer Figure 5). These grassland areas are of variable quality,

some having been damaged through grazing and cultivation. Nevertheless, these grasslands

are recognised as having conservation significance by both the City of Melton and the

Growth Areas Authority and DELWP. The Del i ver i ng Mel bour neds Ne w.
Communities Strategic Impact Assessment Report (The State of Victoria Department of Planning and

Community Development, June 2009) recognises these grassland areas as being of medium quality,
nominating the entire investigation-uarmhaa AT ltald
where development should be avoided, on the basis of the presence of the grasslands. Land

use plans released by DELWP (then Department of Sustainability and Environment) in
November 2009 similarly note the inves-ttbagati on

a r e Biadiversity research undertaken for the Kororoit Creek Regional Strategy 2005-2030

(Land Design Partnership, Sept 2005) described these grasslands as Plains Grassland Ecological

Vegetation Class (EVC). Keith McDougall in Sites of Botanical Significance in the Western

Region of Melbourne, (Dept. of Geography, University of Melbourne, 1987) described the grasslands as

i o ne dafgest rémaining stands of Basalt Plain grassland in Victoriad In response it is

anticipatedt hat a #ARur al Conservation Zoned may be wus
the local planning scheme.

Research undertaken by Biosois Research for the Growth Areas Authority (Assessment of

the GAA I nvestigation Ar ea il rBiodiwerdithand Keh ®ains We st :
November 2009) identifies the Regional Park investigation area, as containing four Key

Ecological Areas which area considered to contain the best quality examples of Heavier-

soils Plains Grassland (EVC 132-61) 1 a community of the endangered Plains Grassland

EVC, listed under the EPBC act - in the Melton / Wyndham Investigation Area.

Incorporation of the grasslands into the regional park would further ensure their protection,

as well as allowing public interaction with and education about this local vegetation
community.
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Figure 5: Native grasslands of varying quality are situated throughout the investigation area

As well as native grasslands, remnant vegetation within the Regional Park investigation area
includes scattered old growth River Red Gums, some quite spectacular, along the Creek,
along with good quality escarpment and lower level riparian vegetation at the creek edge
(refer Figure 6). Biosis Research note that this vegetation represents remnants of two local
EVCs 1 Creekline Grassy Woodland (EVC 068) and Escarpment Shrubland (EVC 895). The
opportunity to incorporate the Creek into the Regional Park will assist in the protection and
the enhancement of the remnants of the vegetation communities.

Revegetation along creek areas has been undertaken extensively in the recent years, and

although only young, will contribute significantly to the definition of the creek over time (refer
Figure 7).
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Figure 6: River Red Gums scattered along the Kororoit Creek edge

Land Design Partnershiprban Enterprise, HM Leisure Planning 23

April 2018



