


STRATEGIC PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

One of the duties of a planning authority under the Planning and Environment Act is to provide sound. 

strategic and coordinated planning of the use and development of land in its area. This means that a 

local council, whether considering a proposal for the establishment of a feedlot or the expansion of 

urban areas where there is an existing feedlot, should (inter alia) consider: 

(i) the long term future for land in the proximity of the feedlot; 

(ii) the impact on existing urban areas. isolated rural houses. etc; and 

(iii) the likely use and development of the intervening land between the feedlot and an urban area. 

The local council that may be desirous of having a feedlot establish in its municipality should prepare a 

strategic land use plan for the area in which the feedlot could be located. 

The preparation of a strategic plan has two main benefits: 

(i) to protect the future development of land within the separation areas determined in Element 1 

of the Code; and 

(ij) to protect the feedlot. once established. from encroachment by uses that may affect the 

operation of the feedlot. 

REZONING OR SUBDIVISION NEAR FEEDLOTS 

The separation distances between eXisting feedlots and dwellings or urban areas which are required 

under this Code should be maintained when considering the establishment of a new urban or rural 

residential zone near an existing feedlot or any application to subdivide land near an existing feedlot for 

residential or rural residential purposes. 

Any reduction in separation distances which might result from new dwellings being built closer to a 

feedlot established under the Code should only be approved on the basis that: 

(i) there are sound planning reasons for the distances to be varied. and 

(ii) the impact of the feedlot on the potential new dwellings will be no greater than if the original 

separation distances were maintained. 

Where existing zoning will allow further subdivision near a feedlot, it may not be possible in the future to 

adhere to the required separation distances. In this case. the responsible authority should ensure that any 

subdivision proposal will be designed to minimise the impact of the feedlot on potential new dwellings. 

The antis is on the applicant to satisfy the responsible authority why any change from the separation 

distances required under Element 1 of this Code should be granted. 



NEW HOUSES NEAR EXISTING FEEDLOTS 

There are a variety of planning scheme provisions that apply to individual lots in rural areas. In many 

cases there is the potential for conflict should the owner of a vacant allotment situated very close to a 

feedlot decide to build a new home. The potential for conflict centres around odours. noise and visual 

intrusion impinging upon the new home dweller to a greater extent than may have been anticipated. 

With sufficient warning and adequate advice. the new resident could take steps to minimise any adverse 

impacts by such measures as: 

• siting the home further away from the feedlot; 

• the use of vegetation to assist in odour dispersal and visual screening; 

siting the dwelling up slope from the feedlot . 

5·4 ADOPTED POLICY 

When any proposal is being examined which will allow increased housing within the separation 

distances required by Element 1 of this Code for an existing feedlot. the possible impact of the feedlot 

on potential new dwellings should be considered in the following way: 

(a) The planning authority or responsible authority should not support any application for rezoning 

of land which would establish: 

(i) a new urban zone within the separation distance of any lawfully existing feedlots or feedlots 

approved under this Code or preViously approved; 

(ii) a new rural residential zone with lots of 4 ha or less. within the separation distance of any 

lawfully existing feedlots or feedlots approved under this Code; 

(iii) the possibility of a new dwelling being built within the separation distance of any existing 

feedlot(s). 

(b) The authority should ensure that. where subdivision of land near a feedlot is permitted under 

existing planning controls. ~ny proposed subdivision for residential development shall be 

designed in a way that minimises potential impact on new dwellings from the feedlot. 

(c) The development of a new dwelling within the vicinity of any existing feedlot or the site of a 

feedlot approved under this Code or previously approved should be controlled to ensure measures 

are considered to minimise the potential adverse effects of such a location. 

(d) The authority should amend planning controls to make the development of any proposed new 

dwelling in a rural zone within the separation distance of an existing or approved feedlot subject 

to conditions. These conditions should require the applicant to demonstrate that measures such 

as house siting. setback. design. and use of physical barriers and screen plantings. have been 

incorporated to minimise any potential adverse effects of the location. 

(e ) The applicant for any residential subdivision. rezoning or use or development of a dwelling 

within the separation distance of a feedlot must satisfy the planning authority or responsible 

authority as to the suitability of the site having regard to the location of the feedlot. 

(0 Planning authorities should prepare and maintain with their planning scheme maps. maps 

shOWing the separation distance for all feedlots approved within the area affected by the planning 

scheme. 



EXISTING USE AND DEVELOPMENT 

The provisions of Sections 6(3), 6(4) and 6{ 4A) ofthe Planning and Environment Act apply to the 

existing use and development of land, buildings and works. These sections of the Act have special 

relevance to how an existing feedlot may continue to operate or for the expansion of a feedlot. 

Feedlots which have been lawfully established prior to the introduction of the Code may continue to 

operate in conformity with their previous lawful operations. These rights are referred to as "non

conforming use rights". 

Proponents, councils and other interested persons are advised to check the above sections of the Act 

when considering the impacts of the Code on existing feedlots. 

In some situations an existing feedlot could be what is referred to as a "lawful non-conforming land use" 

and have certain rights under Section 6 of the Act. It is advisable in dealing with situations that 

involve "non-conforming use rights" that professional advice is obtained on these matters. 





APPENDIX I I 

PRELIMINARY SITE EVALUATION CHECK LIST 

The check list set out below indicates the decision sequence and the order of consideration which 

proponents should give to site selection. It is a summary only and does not replace the detailed 

calculations required under the Code. 

1. Is a feedlot permissible under the relevant planning scheme? 

(Check with local Council). 

2. Is the proposed site in a declared catchment or near (ie within 800m) of a 

supply takeoff for potable water? 

3. Area of proposed site. 

Calculate available area of site. (ie. total site less: areas within 200m of any 

watercourse; areas committed to other farm buildings and adjacent land; 

areas below 1 in 100 year flood level; and, areas containing natural 

vegetation.) 

4. No. of catrle initially proposed by operator. 

5. Check distance to receptors (Refer Element 1) 

nearest isolated house not on the site 

~ nearest township 

nearest other sensitive uses (rural residential, 

residential zoning) 

6. No. of SCU able to be accommodated under appropriate class determined 

by using the formula in Element 1. (Refer table 2.1) 

7. IS THE CATTLE NUMBER ABLE TO BE ACCOMMODATED SUFFICIENT? 

NO Test using a higher class (go to 6 above). 

If Class A has been adopted and the cattle number is 

too low, identify alternative site (start again at I. above). 

YES - proceed below. 

8. Calculate approximate total area of feedlot pens, lanes, solid waste storage 

and ancillary areas needed (Catrle no. x density (m!/head) x 1.5) 

Yes I No 

Yes / No 

. ... ha 

.... ha 



9. Area for solid waste disposal 

(Standard Cattle Units x 0.2 hectares) 

10. Area of lagoons etc. 

(Refer AM 9 of Element 5) 

11. Area for irrigation of liquid waste 

(Refer AM 1, 2 & 3 of Element 5) 

12. Add together areas calculated in items 8, 9, 10 and 11. 

Total area required 

Is this area less than the total site area? 

If no, are there options for solid waste re-use off 

site which could be explored? 

If not, cattle numbers may have to be reduced or an 

alternative site selected. 

13. Can the feedlot and associated waste disposal areas be sited at a 

distance greater than 200m from nearest watercourse? 

14. Can the feedlot be set back a minimum of 200m from the nearest 

main road! 

15. Are site slopes generally between 2% and 6% or can the area of pens 

and lanes and associated works be graded to achieve suitable slope? 

16. Is road access able to be provided from a constructed (ie. sealed) road at 

a location which is greater than 250m from the nearest house not on the 

site and greater than 250m from the nearest intersection? 

..... ha 

.. .. ha 

.... ha 

.... ha 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 



APPENDIX 2 

WATER SUPPLY CATCHMENT AREAS IN WHICH FEEDLOTS 
ARE PROHIBITED 

Catchments to domestic water supplies may be extremely sensitive to certain activities in the 

catchment c particularly activities which result in extensive soil disturbance or the concentration of 

nutrients. The sensitivity of the catchment and therefore the water supply depends upon a range of 

matters, including the nature of the land, the proximity to the water system, the value of the water 

resource for consumptive or in-stream purposes, and the activity itself. 

State Environment Protection Policy - Waters of Victoria establishes water quality indicators and 

objectives to be achieved by an Attainment Program. The Policy provides that, within proclaimed 

potable water supply catchments (ie. declared Special Water Supply Catchments under the Catchment 

and Land Protection Act) which supply potable water, no new intensive animal industry shall be 

established except where the Authority (EPA) is satisfied that no off site discharge of wastes, including 

contaminated stormwater, will occur. 

Victoria has identified, through processes defined by the Land Conservation Act and the Catchment 

and Land Protection Act, a range of water supply catchment areas. Feedlots are prohibited in a number 

of these catchments, either because there is no private land in the catchment, the land of the 

catchment is steep or erosion prone, there is limited private land available on which to establish a 

feedlot, the catchment is a groundwater supply, or the water supply system already suffers from nutrient 

enrichment or has little buffering capacity. In many cases, the land will be intrinsically unsuited to 

feedlot establishment because of high rainfall or proximity of available land to the stream system. 

These catchments (listed below), 102 in total, cover only 9261 sq km, or some 4% of Victoria (declared 

water supply catchment areas cover some 61000 sq km, or some 27% of Victoria). The total private 

land in these 'prohibited' catchments is only 2370 sq km, or approXimately 1 % of Victoria. 

Further information on these catchment areas may be obtained from: 

• Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

Les Russell 

Centre for Land Protection Research 

Osborne Street, Bendigo 3550 

Phone: (054) 446777; fax: (054) 44 6721 

Victorian Feedlot Committee 

• Department of Agriculture, Energy & Minerals 

Duncan Rowland 

Feedlot Development Officer 

Rutherglen Research Institute 

RMB 1145 

Rutherglen Vic 3685 

Phone: (060) 304500 fax: (060) 32 9827 



Further information on State Environment Protection Policies can be obtained from: 

EPA Regional Offices 

• South West Region 

Cm Little Malop & Fenwick Streets 

Geelong Vic 3220 

Phone: (052) 264825 fax: (052) 264632 

• Gippsland Region 

7 Church Street 

Traralgon Vic 3844 

Phone: (051) 76 1744 fax : (051) 74 7851 

• North West Region 

261 Hargreaves Street 

Bendigo Vic 3550 

Phone: (054) 42 4393 fax: (054) 43 6555 

• North East Region 

Rear of 21 Faithful! Street 

Wangaratta Vic 3677 

Phone: (057) 21 7277 fax: (057) 21 2121 

The catchments in which feedlots are prohibited (and the relevant municipalities) are: 

NAME OF CATCHMENT 

Avoca 

Bakers Gully (Bright WWf) 

Ballarat 

Barambogie Creek (Chiltern) 

Barwon Downs Wellfield Intake Area 

(Geelong) 

Battery Creek (Fish Creek) 

Bealiba 

Bellview & Ness Creeks (Korumburra) 

Betka River 

Billys Creek 

Britannia Creek 

Brodribb River (Orbost) 

Buckland River 

Bunyip River 

Cairn Curran (Lake Environs) 

Candowie Reservoir North Arm 

Creswick 

Crusoe Group Reservoirs (Bendigo) 

Deep Creek & Loch River (Noojee) 

MUNICJPALlTY 

Pyrenees 

Alpine 

Ballarat, Moorabool 

Indigo 

Colac Otway 

South Gippsland 

Central Goldfields 

South Gippsland 

East Gippsland 

La Trobe 

Yarra Ranges 

East Gippsland 

Alpine 

Baw Baw, Cardinia 

Central Goldfields, Mount Alexander 

Bass Coast 

Hepburn, Moorabool 

Greater Bendigo 

Yarra Ranges, Baw Baw 



Deep Creek (Foster) 

Diddah Diddah Creek (Springhurst) 

Djerriwarrh 

Drouin 

East Kiewa 

Eppalock (part) (refers to water 

supply catchmp.nt to Kyneton from 

the Little Coliban Rivers) 

Eppalock - Lake Environs 

Eppalock (part) (refers to land in 

the Parish of Newham) 

Fiery Creek Tributaries (Beaufort) 

Forest Creek (Amphitheatre) 

Gellibrand River 

Gellibrand River (South Otway) 

Gisborne-Sunbury 

Healesville 

Honeysuckle Creek (Violet Town WWT) 

Kilmore 

King River (Lake William Hovell) 

Konong Wootong Reservoir (Coleraine) 

Lake Merrimu 

Lake Merrimu (Goodmans Creek) 

Lake Merrimu (Lerderderg River) 

Lal Lal Reservoir 

Lance Creek 

Lancefield 

Langi Ghiran Reservoir (Ararat) 

Learmonth Borefield (Learmonth) 

Little Bass River (Poowong-Loch-Nyora) 

Little Tea Tree Tributaries (Hamilton) 

Lome 

Macedon 

Malakoff Creek (Landsborough) 

Mason Creek (Willaura) 

McCraes Creek 

Merino 

Micks Creek 

Mirboo North 

Monument Creek 

Moorabool River (Sheoaks) 

Mortlake Spring (Mortlake) 

Mount Macedon 

Muscial Gully and Troy Reservoirs 

(Beaufort) 

Nicholson River 

Nine Mile Creek (Longwood) 

South Gippsland 

Indigo, Milawa 

Macedon Ranges, Melton 

Baw Baw 

Alpine 

Hepburn, Macedon Ranges 

Greater Bendigo 

Macedon Ranges 

Pyrenees 

Pyrenees 

Colac Otway 

Colac Otway, Corangamite 

Macedon Ranges 

Yarra Ranges 

Strathbogie 

Mitchell 

Delatite, Milawa 

Southern Grampians 

Macedon Ranges. Moorabool 

Macedon Ranges. Moorabool 

Macedon Ranges. Moorabool 

Ballarat. Moorabool 

Bass Coast 

Macedon Ranges 

Ararat 

Ballarat 

South Gippsland 

Southern Grampians 

Surf Coast 

Macedon Ranges 

Pyrenees 

Ararat 

Yarra Ranges 

Glenelg 

Murrindindi. Yarra Ranges 

South Gippsland 

Macedon Ranges 

Golden Plains 

Moyne 

Macedon Ranges 

Pyrenees 

East Gippsland 

Strathbogie 



Nine Mile Creek, Clear Creek and Hurdle 

Creek (Lake Kerford) 

Ovens River (Bright) 

Painkalac Creek (Aireys Inlet) 

Pennyroyal Matthews & Gosling Creek 

Picnic Road (Ararat) 

Redbank Creek (Redbank) 

Riddells Creek 

Rocky River 

Rollo Creek 

Romsey 

Rosslynne Reservoir (J acksons Creek) 

Ruby Creek (Leongatha) 

Running Creek 

Serra Range Tributaries (Dunkeld) 

Skenes Creek 

Spring Gully Reservoir (Bendigo) 

St Enochs Spring (Skipton) 

Stony Creek Reservoirs (Geelong WWT) 

Sunbury 

Sunday Creek (Broadford/Kilmore) 

Sunny Creek 

Tanjil River 

Tarago River 

Tarra River 

Teddington Reservoir (Stuart Mill) 

Tennent Creek (Candowie Reservoir) 

Thomson (Stage 3) 

Thomson Riber (Stages 1, lA, 2) 

Tomahawk Creek (Gembrook) 

Tyers River 

Upper Barwon 

Upper Delatite (Mansfield) 

Upper Goulbourn (part) (refers to 

environs of Lake Eildon) 

Upper Kiewa (part) (refers to East 

Kiewa U2 area) 

Walkley Creek 

Wannon River Tribuataries (Lake Bellfield) 

Wartook Reservoir 

(Wimmera River and Catchment State 

Environment Protection Policy No. 

W·15A (Segement A» 

West Barham River 

Woodend 

Yuppeckiar Creek Reservoir (Glenthompson) 

Indigo 

Alpine 

Surf Coast 

Surf Coast, Colac Otway 

Ararat 

Pyrenees 

Macedon Ranges 

East Gippsland 

Baw Baw 

Macedon Ranges 

Macedon Ranges, Moorabool 

South Gippsland 

Delatite 

Southern Grampians 

Colac Otway 

Greater Bendigo 

Pyrenees 

Greater Geelong, Golden Plains 

Macedon Ranges 

Mitchell 

Baw Baw 

Baw Baw, La Trobe 

Baw Baw 

W.ellington 

Northern Grampians 

Bass Coast 

Baw Baw 

Baw Baw 

Yarra Ranges 

Baw Baw, La Trobe 

Colac Otway, Surf Coast 

Delatite 

Murrindindi, Delatite 

Alpine 

South Gippsland 

Ararat 

Colac Otway 

Macedon Ranges 

Southern Grampians 



APPENDIX 3 

WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

A Waste Management Plan must be prepared which provides the basis for the management and use of 

all solid and liquid by-products produced by the feedlot . The plan must demonstrate how the feedlot 

by-products are to be applied to land or otherwise used in a manner which is environmentally 

sustainable having regard to existing and proposed nutrient levels, salinity and hydrological 

considerations. 

The complexities of waste management preclude definitive and detailed statements to cover all 

situations, and this aspect of the Plan should be developed in consultation with the Victorian Feedlot 

Committee. 

The following list tabulates the major matters which must be addressed in the Waste Management Plan. 

This list does not purport to be exhaustive and the order in which consideration is given to each factor 

is suggested only. Proponents may wish to consider engaging the services of professional consultants to 

produce a Waste Management Plan in which case their own approach will influence the nature of the 

document produced. 

Key issues to be addressed are as follows: 

1. Calculate the amount of liquid and solid waste products which will be produced by the number 

of SCU proposed to be accommodated at the feedlot. 

2. Identify the characteristics of that material having regard to nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorous 

and potassium), salts and the volume of water which will be produced. 

3. Identify areas of land used for cropping or other forms of agricultural activity which will provide 

for the use of waste products. The background characteristics of these areas should be identified 

including soil type and soil characteristics, background nutrient levels, salt levels and 

hydrological factors. 

4. Identify the ability of the soil to absorb nutrients and salts. 

5 . Identify the nutrient uptake potential of the cropping or other agricultural productive activity 

which occurs on the land. 

6. Determine the ability of the crops to remove nutrients. 

7. Identify the amounts of liquid and solid products which can be applied to the areas identified for 

waste use having regard to the ability of crops to take up nutrients. 

8 , Calculate the areas required and identify and confirm the areas available by the use of detailed 

maps describing the cropping regimes and the use of agreements or other documentation where 

offsite waste usage is to occur. 



9. Establish the parameters for a monitoring program which is to: 

(a) identify the background conditions including nutrient levels, salt levels, depth to water 

table and related hydrographic characteristics; 

(b) monitor changes over time; and 

(c) provide a feedback mechanism such that adjustments can be made if necessary to the 

cropping program and the rate of application of waste product to land areas. 

to. Monitoring of surface and groundwater systems which could be contaminated by escapes of 

nutrients and other matter from the wastes, either before collection, during stockpiling, or after 

application to land. In general, the degree of complexity of the monitoring component of the 

Waste Management Plan should be commensurate with: 

(a) the probability of feedlot wastes reaching the surface or groundwater systems, either before 

or after application to land; and 

(b) the consequences of wastes reaching the surface or groundwater systems. 

11, Plans should ensure the protection of underground and surface waters through correct application 

of liquid and solid waste products maintaining appropriate set back distances from aquifer 

intakes, soaks and surface water courses, through the appropriate construction of feedlots and 

associated works and the proper carrying out of monitoring. 

12. The volume of waste product produced by the feedlot should be monitored and adjustments 

made to the Waste Management Plan to take into account any changes in volume from those 

predicted. 

n. A communication and response strategy for the notification of key agencies and action to be 

taken in the event of a system failure or gross contamination event. 

The following table identifies some of the key physical characteristics which will need to be measured 

and recorded as part of the Waste Management Plan. 

The Waste Management Plan should not be considered a static document which relies on a simple 

once-off design approach. It must be considered to be an evolving plan which is update at least 

annually on a complete basis and on an ongoing basis as monitoring data is fed back into the plan. 



WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN PHYSICAL PARAMETERS 

These are guidelines, not prescriptions. Some sites may require additional or more intensive monitoring. 

Guidance should be sought from the Victorian Feedlot Committee or local office of the Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources. 

ACTION 

1 maintain rainfall 

record for water balance 

calculations 

2 moni tor availab Ie 

storage in holding pond 

3 establishment of 

baseline soil conditions 

4 establishment of 

baseline conditions 

- groundwater 

5 quality of surface 

water where there is any 

water way within 400 metres 

of the area used for waste 

application and where there is 

potential for water movement 

into the waterway 

PARAMETERS 

mm/day 

~I()tiron;, Ikplbf -or h~ol'r! 

""iI texture (flliticle size analysis), 

&o;i & [1'UCW~. ~I ~ (.iee 

Australian Soil and Land 

Survey Field Handbook) 

Olsen P (mgfkg) 

Skene K (mgfkg) 

Nitrates (and Total N 

for fee<llots > llXXl read (mgAcg) 

Exchangeable N a 

(or Na absorption ratio) 

Electrical Conductivity (dS/m) 

pH 

Cation Exchange Capacity 

Total Exchange Basis 

Dispermon tests (EmelSOn test) 

depth to groundwater (m) 

Electrical Conductivity (dS/m) 

Olsen P (mgfkg) 

Nitrates 

Olsen P (mg/l) 

Nitrates (mg/l) 

Electrical Conductivity (dS/m) 

Biological Oxygen Demand 



ACTION 

6 monitoring of current 

soil status 

7 establishment of current 

conditions .. groundwater 

Skene K (mg/l) 

Nitrate (mg/l) (and all 

nitrogen for feedlots 

> 1000 head) 

Exchangeable Na (ppt) 

(or Na absorption ratio) 

Cation Exchange Capacity 

Total Exchangeable Bases 

depth to groundwater (em) 




