12.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – SHIRE OF MELTON

The Shire of Melton is located on the western fringe of
metropolitan Melbourne. The eastern edge of the Shire is 19
kilometres from central Melbourne, while its major urban
area, the township of Melton, is 35 kilometres from the centre
of Melbourne. The Shire covers an area of about 530 square
kilometres.
The Shire of Melton is a growth area in Melbourne’s west
along with its adjoining municipalities of Brimbank, Hume and
Wyndham. It is a large municipality containing a mixture of urban
and rural land use and development typologies. The population
of the municipality is in excess of 100 000 people. The Shire is
projected to ultimately accommodate a population in the order of
350 000.
The Shire comprises two main urban areas – Melton township
and the Eastern Growth Area. Melton township has a population
of approximately 50 000 which is projected to increase to 90 000
with the future development of the Toolern Growth Area. The
Eastern Growth Area has a population of approximately 60 000.
The Shire also encompasses a number of smaller townships,
including Diggers Rest, Rockbank and Eynesbury.
Sweeping grassland plains are the dominant and distinctive
feature of the Melton landscape. These are part of the Western
basalt plain and cover the central and southern areas of the
Shire. Located to the north of the grass plains are lowland
pastures and woodlands. These areas receive a slightly higher
rainfall and have deeper, more productive soil than the grass
plains to its south.
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Upland pastures and foothills are located in the most northern
areas of the Shire and support a greater diversity of vegetation.
There is substantial tree cover in the foothills and upper ranges.
These areas are also the most susceptible to bushfire.
Melton has a number of significant natural sites which include
remnant native grasslands, woodlands, wetlands, geological
features and flood plain areas. The north-west corner of the Shire
interfaces with Pyrete Ranges Forest (Lerderderg State Park), a
large bushland area which experienced bushfires in 1983. This
part of Melton has been identified as an area where lots are
located in proximity to bushfire hazards.
To the north-west of Melton township there is the potential
for urban development to occur in relatively close proximity
to bushfire hazard. Grasslands provide an interface between
the more significant bushfire hazards and development. In
the south-west of the Shire, the Eynesbury development is in
close proximity to Grey Box Forest. This area is also covered by
environmental-based overlays, which seek to protect vegetation
given its significant environmental value.

MELTON MUNICIPAL MAP
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MELTON – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

36

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

44-001

Toolern Vale

Cluster of small lots with direct interface to bushfire hazard area associated with Lerderderg State Park located immediately to the north.

44-002

Toolern Vale

Cluster of small lots with direct interface to bushfire hazard areas associated with bushland vegetation located to the north.

44-003

Melton West

The area to the west of existing urban edge of Melton is an area experiencing development pressure extending towards Lerderderg State Park and Long Forest Nature
Reserve. Expansive grasslands in the area have the potential to carry fire rapidly from the heavily vegetated forest areas to the urban boundary.

44-004

Eynesbury

Grey Box Forest Reserve is located to the north of the settlement, creating a bushfire hazard interface. Eynesbury is surrounded by a grassland interface in Wyndham.

44-005

Eynesbury

Cluster of existing small lots adjacent to bushfire hazard areas associated with the Grey Box Forest Reserve located immediately to the north of the Eynesbury settlement.
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13.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE

Mornington Peninsula Shire is located between Port Phillip
Bay and Western Port, approximately 50 kilometres south-east
of central Melbourne. The Shire covers more than 720 square
kilometres, a large portion of which contains vegetation of high
conservation value, including sites of national and international
significance.

Bushfires are recorded from Point Nepean (2010), Mornington
Peninsula National Park (1997), Devilbend Reservoir (2008),
Arthurs Seat (1997, 2008, 2009) and Mount Martha (2007). Fires
in coastal heath vegetation and woodland are largely wind driven
and fire danger weather on the peninsula is moderated by higher
humidity from the ocean and Port Phillip Bay.

The Shire accommodates in excess of 20 townships. Mornington,
Somerville, Hastings, Dromana and Rosebud are some of the
larger developed urban centres, with the settlement pattern
and density scaling down through to smaller towns and coastal
villages as the municipality extends inland away from the
Peninsula and into fertile agricultural land. Due to Mornington
Peninsula’s role as a holiday and tourism destination there is
a significant fluctuation in population throughout the year and
particularly in the warmer summer months. The Mornington
Peninsula has an approximate population of 150 250 however this
increases to over 180 000 people during the summer peak period.

Dwellings are frequently located in or close to bushfire hazard
through the centre of the Shire in the expanse of land extending
between Mount Martha, Red Hill and Arthurs Seat. In addition,
there are various coastal settlements and residential areas in the
densely vegetated coastal foreshore environment extending from
Cape Shank to Portsea.

The municipality accommodates a diversity in landscape types,
which range from low lying coastal areas and coastal dunes
(both open and densely vegetated) to cleared undulating rural
landscapes, dense bushland environments and the steep
vegetated slopes of Arthurs Seat.
The municipality accommodates a diversity of vegetation and
has areas of acknowledged regional, national and international
significance. Examples include the coastal reserves on Western
Port and Port Phillip Bay, Mornington Peninsula National Park
and Arthurs Seat State Park. Additional significant natural
reserves include commonwealth land at the naval facility HMAS
Cerberus and Point Nepean.

Many areas of the municipality are covered by vegetation,
environmental and landscape based overlays, which seek to
protect vegetation for their significant environmental value.
Potential access issues exist throughout the Shire between
Rye and Portsea, due to the narrow width of the Mornington
Peninsula, coupled with the density of development and the
substantial increases in population during the summer holiday
period and corresponding fire danger season.
Despite the clustering of several identifiable townships
throughout the municipality there are non-urban breaks between
settlements adjacent to bushfire hazard which contain dispersed
residential development on lots of varying sizes and with different
environmental characteristics. Parts of the municipality are
known for its pristine aesthetic and environmental quality and
therefore have experienced development pressure for rural living.
As a result, the development pattern across the municipality with
a particular focus on the central area extending from Mornington
Peninsula National Park in the south to the Devilbend Reservoir
Catchment area to the north contains dwellings located in
environmentally significant landscapes susceptible to bushfires
and often connected to single access roads.
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

52-001

Mt Eliza (southern extent)

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential area located in the southern extent of Mt Eliza.

52-002

Mt Eliza / Mornington

An open landscape intermix area containing patches of vegetation separating the urban edges of Mornington with the southern edge of Mount Eliza.

52-003

Mornington

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area adjacent to existing golf course and coastal vegetation. Remnant vegetation patches in and surrounding lots generate potential for
bushfire hazard.

52-004

Tyabb

Area contains a mixture of medium-size lots and tourist accommodation uses located in a bushfire hazard environment.

52-005

Mount Martha

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing lots located adjacent to The Briars Park, Balcombe, Ferrero and Citation Reserve.

52-006

Mount Martha

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential area to the north, south and west of Mount Martha Park.

52-007

Mount Martha

Location of Mount Martha Park and Joseph Harris Scout Park constitutes densely vegetated bushland areas surrounded by established urban development in an undulating
environment.

52-008

Crib Point

Urban development interfaces with bushfire hazard area extending around Crib Point and the HMAS Cerberus naval base land.

52-009

Dromana / McCrae

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential area located on the northern slopes of Arthurs Seat State Park.

52-010

Arthurs Seat

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Area defined as a cluster of small lots located at the top of Arthurs Seat, along Arthurs Seat Road. Includes vegetation of high and very
high conservation significance.

52-011

Arthurs Seat / Main
Ridge/ Red Hill / Red Hill
South / Merricks North
/ Shoreham (rural) /
Flinders (rural)

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• clusters of medium size lots interspersed in a wider non-urban landscape
• clusters of small lots are located at Red Hill and Red Hill South
• bushfire hazard area generated by extent of remnant patches of vegetation and proximity to Arthurs Seat State Park and Mornington Peninsula National Park.
Includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

52-12

Merricks Beach /
Balnarring Beach

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard is generated by extent of remnant patches of vegetation. Includes coastal vegetation of high and very high conservation
significance.

52-013

Shoreham / Point Leo

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard is generated by extent of remnant patches of vegetation. Includes coastal vegetation of high and very high conservation
significance.

52-014

Cape Schanck

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard is generated by interface with coastal vegetation and extent of remnant patches of vegetation penetrating golf course
land. Includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

52-015

Rye / Tootgarook

Urban development interfaces with bushfire hazard area located to the south extending towards Fingal.

52-16

St Andrews to Portsea

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential areas extending from St Andrews to Portsea.

52-17

Rye to Portsea

Single road servicing existing settlements.

52-18

Point Nepean

Local knowledge. Significant tourist development is planned for Point Nepean National Park, which is in a bushfire hazard area.

52-19

Cape Schanck

Limited access and egress due to lots being serviced by single access roads in a bushfire hazard area.
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14.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – NILLUMBIK SHIRE

Nillumbik Shire is in the north-eastern green wedge of
metropolitan Melbourne, covering an area of about 430 square
kilometres. The municipality is located about 25 kilometres from
central Melbourne, extending some 50 kilometres north. The
Shire is generally bound by the Plenty and Yarra Rivers and the
Kinglake Ranges, which are of national and state environmental
significance.
The municipality provides a non-urban break between the
Mernda urban growth corridor in the City of Whittlesea to the
west, and the Lilydale urban area to the south-east.
The Shire includes large tracts of rural land used for a
combination of agriculture, rural living and conservation
purposes. The population is generally concentrated in urban
areas in the south-west of the municipality. Low-density
residential development provides an interface between urban
development and rural areas around Plenty, Yarrambat, Eltham
and Research.
The northern area of Plenty and Yarrambat accommodates ruralresidential communities, as does North Warrandyte. Townships
which are separated by non-urban breaks include Hurstbridge,
Panton Hill and St Andrews, along with a number of smaller rural
communities. Nillumbik Shire has an approximate population of
64 200.
The municipality’s topography is predominantly undulating
vegetated landscapes. The southern section of the Shire is
characterised by lowland hills and alluvial plains with some low
ridgelines. To the north, the land becomes steeper forming high
ridgelines. Mountainous terrain of the Kinglake Ranges is located
along the northern boundary of the municipality, part of the
larger Great Dividing Range.
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Large expanses of the municipality remain heavily vegetated,
particularly in the non-urban undulating regions and along the
major rivers and creeks. Large parks and reserves in Nillumbik
include Kinglake National Park, Plenty Gorge Metropolitan Park,
Sugarloaf Reservoir Park, Warrandyte State Park, Yarrambat
Park, and the network of parks in the Yarra River system.
Approximately a quarter of the Shire was impacted by the Kilmore
East bushfire that occurred on Black Saturday in 2009. At its full
extent, the fire burnt more than 125 000 hectares across four
Shires, resulting in the loss of 119 lives and 1242 houses. It burnt
through the forested northern part of the Shire, through Kinglake
National Park and adjacent settlements and villages. Historically
infrequent smaller scale bushfires have occurred in the same
areas, as well as Plenty Gorge and Yarra Valley Parklands.
Due to the extent of heavily treed landscapes and dispersed
rural communities found across Nillumbik, there is a large
and dispersed population living in heavily vegetated semi-rural
environments. Many of these vegetated areas are covered by
vegetation, environmental and landscape-based overlays, which
seek to protect native vegetation.
Within the non-urban areas of the municipality, there are a
number of communities with restricted access and egress. This
is due to the pattern of existing roads (both minor unsealed
access roads and major arterial roads), being predominantly
single carriageways that follow the topography and landscape, in
combination with extensive roadside vegetation. There are also
broader access concerns, relating to the ability of primary road
networks to accommodate the evacuation of an area’s population
during a fire event.

Despite the clustering of several identifiable townships
throughout Nillumbik Shire, the broader landscape of the
municipality is one which contains dwellings on lots of varying
sizes and different environmental characteristics. The Shire is
known for its pristine aesthetic and environmental quality and
therefore has experienced development pressure for rural living.
As a result, the development pattern across the municipality
and in between definable settlements is one which consists
of dwellings located in environmentally significant landscapes
susceptible to bushfires and often connected to single access
roads.

NILLUMBIK MUNICIPAL MAP
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NILLUMBIK – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
56-1

LOCATION
Strathewen

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
Cluster of undeveloped lots with a diverse range of sizes in the area of Strathewen. Existing development in the area has been constructed to nestle into the natural
environment and is predominantly used for residential purposes in a bush block setting.
Hazard generated by remnant vegetation and interface with Kinglake National Park.

56-2

St Andrews / Kinglake

Major road with access and egress concerns, providing access to and from Kinglake and St Andrews. Significant loss of life occurred on this stretch of road during Black
Saturday.

56-3

Plenty / Yarrambat /
Greensborough

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential areas to the east of Plenty Gorge. Small lots are located at the interface with Plenty Gorge in Greensborough, whilst

56-4

Plenty/ Yarrambat/
Diamond Creek.

medium lots are located at the interface in Plenty and Yarrambat. Potential bushfire hazard at river interface with riparian vegetation. Contains vegetation of high and very
high conservation significance.
Medium lots at bushfire hazard interface with Plenty Gorge. Further bushfire hazard generated by extent of remnant vegetation. Area contains vegetation of high and very high
conservation significance.
Yarrambat has traditionally been developed as a low density residential environment creating a vegetated buffer area between the urban and non-urban environments of
Nillumbik.

56-5

Diamond Creek / Wattle
Glen

Urban development in Diamond Creek and Research interfaces with vegetated landscapes and semi-rural environments as lot sizes increase and settlement patterns
disperse towards Wattle Glen and Kangaroo Ground.

56-6

Hurstbridge / Wattle Glen

Clusters of small lots in a township context in a bushfire hazard area, generated by proximity and interface with remnant vegetation.
Area contains vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

56-7

56-8

Hurstbridge / Wattle Glen /
Kangaroo Ground

Medium lots dispersed in a bushfire hazard area at the interface with Panton Hill, Watsons Creek and Kangaroo Ground.

Panton Hil

Multiple bushfire matters including:

Lots contain remnant bushland vegetation of high and very high conservation significance set in an undulating landscape.

• combination of small and medium lots in a bushfire hazard. Hazard generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation surrounding the settlement
• existing dwellings at the periphery of the township extend into a semi rural landscape and are serviced by single access roads
• area contains vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.
56-9

Nutfield / Cottles Bridge

Medium-size lots dispersed in a bushfire hazard area, generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation. Contains stands of vegetation of high and very high
conservation significance.

56-10

St Andrews

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• small and medium lots in a bushfire hazard area
• small lots are generally located in the township of St Andrews with medium lots extending into the semi-rural environs
• existing settlement patterns are serviced by single access roads
• hazard generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation surrounding the settlement and proximity to Kinglake National Park to the east
• area contains vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.
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NILLUMBIK – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE cont...
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
56-11

LOCATION
Smiths Gully

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
The area surrounding Smiths Gully contains medium-size lots in a bushfire hazard area.
Hazard generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation surrounding the settlement and proximity to Kinglake National Park to the east.
Area contains stands of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

56-12

Christmas Hills

Limited access and egress issues associated with single access roads. Skyline Road is identified as a road of interest due to its length and location in a bushfire hazard area.

56-13

Christmas Hills

Medium size lots in a bushfire hazard area. Hazard is generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation and presence of developed bush blocks in proximity to Kinglake
National Park to the north-east and Sugarloaf Reservoir to the south. Area contains vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

56-14

Eltham / Research

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential areas located along the northern edge of the Yarra River corridor. Hazard is generated by the extent of remnant
vegetation in the riparian corridor and in private land. Area contains vegetation of high and very high conservation significance. Medium-size lots are also located at this
interface.

56-15

North Warrandyte

Small lots in a bushfire hazard. Hazard generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation and proximity to Yarra River Corridor to the south and Warrandyte State Park
to the east. Contains stands of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

56-16

Bend of Islands

Medium lots which are heavily vegetated and located in a conservation area.
Bushfire hazard generated by the extent of remnant bushland vegetation and proximity of Yarra River Corridor to the south and Sugarloaf Reservoir catchment area to the
north and Warrandyte State Park to the south-east.
The landscape contains vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

56-17

North Warrandyte

Single access roads located in the North Warrandyte area service existing dwellings. Particular areas of concern relate to development along the Yarra River corridor where
access is limited to traversing vegetated bushfire prone areas further east before crossing the river.
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15.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – CITY OF WHITTLESEA

The City of Whittlesea is located about 20 kilometres north of
the centre of Melbourne, covering an area of approximately 487
square kilometres.
The municipality accommodates the established suburbs of
Thomastown, Lalor, Epping, Bundoora and Mill Park, which are
located in the southern part of Whittlesea. Whittlesea is also
one of metropolitan Melbourne’s designated growth areas, with
new development focused in the Epping North corridor, Wollert,
Donnybrook, Plenty Road Corridor and Doreen.
The City of Whittlesea has a population of approximately 155 100,
with the majority located in the established suburbs and
population rapidly increasing in growth areas.
A small proportion of the overall population of the City of
Whittlesea can be found in disbursed rural settlements or
townships, typically located to the north of the municipality and
sited outside of the Urban Growth Boundary. The largest of these
settlements is the township of Whittlesea which accommodates
a population of about 1500 and is located to the north of the
municipality. A dispersed population is also located in the rural
hinterland areas in the north-west of the municipality.
Beyond the established suburbs and growth areas, the rural
extent of the municipality contains three key landscape and
topographic character areas being The Plenty Valley, The Plenty
Ranges and The Western Plains. Significant features of bushfire
planning interest in the rural areas include the Whittlesea Hills,
Plenty River Floodplain, Quarry Hills, Merri Creek, the Red Gum
Area, Eden Park, and the northern and eastern foothills of the
Plenty Ranges.
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The majority of the municipality consists of rural or non-urban
areas, which accommodate varying environmental features,
including Plenty Gorge Parklands, Kinglake National Park,
extensive River Redgum woodlands, grasslands of national
significance and a variety of flora and fauna sites and habitats of
local, regional, state and national significance. In addition the Yan
Yean and Toorong reservoirs and water supply catchment areas
occupy a substantial proportion of land in the northern sections
of the municipality.
The City of Whittlesea was impacted by the Kilmore East
bushfire on Black Saturday in 2009. It burnt through the forested
northern part of the municipality, through Mount Disappointment
State Forest and Kinglake National Park affecting adjacent
settlements. Historically, infrequent smaller scale bushfires have
occurred in the same area, as well as Plenty Gorge.
Residential communities interface with bushfire hazard areas
around Plenty Gorge and the Yan Yean Reservoirs. Access
constraints exist in the large rural hinterland areas to the northwest interface with the Kinglake National Park.
Despite the clustering of several identifiable townships
throughout the municipality there are non-urban breaks between
settlements adjacent to bushfire hazard which contain dispersed
residential development on lots of varying sizes and with different
environmental characteristics. Parts of the municipality are
known for its pristine aesthetic and environmental quality and
therefore have experienced development pressure for rural living.
As a result, the development pattern across the municipality
with a particular focus on the north-east is one which consists
of dwellings located in environmentally significant landscapes
susceptible to bushfires and often connected to single access
roads.

WHITTLESEA MUNICIPAL MAP
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WHITTLESEA – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
73-001

LOCATION
Eden Park

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
Multiple bushfire matters including:
• medium lots in a bushfire hazard area generated by the extent of remnant vegetation
• southern section of area is subject to a restructure overlay which seeks to consolidate lots and address access issues associated with multiple dead-end roads
• area currently includes various roads with limited access and egress caused by long single access roads.
Includes stands of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

73-002

Whittlesea / Upper Plenty

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• grazing land located between Whittlesea and Kinglake National Park is a known bushfire hazard
• area contains a mixture of disbursed medium lots and large rural lots at the bushfire hazard interface with Toorourrong Reservoir, Mount Disappointment and Kinglake
National Park to the east and north-east
• bushfire hazard generated by the extent of remnant vegetation
• area contains roads with limited access and egress caused by single access roads
• area includes vegetation of high conservation significance.
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73-003

Whittlesea

Development pressure is being experienced to the north of Whittlesea which would result in expansion towards bushfire hazard areas.

73-004

Whittlesea

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing development between the south-east edge of Whittlesea and the Yan Yean Reservoir catchment area.

73-005

Humevale

Cluster of medium size lots in proximity to bushfire hazard associated with the Kinglake National Park to the north, and Yan Yean Reservoir catchment area to the south.
Includes scattered patches of vegetation of high conservation significance.

73-006

Humevale / Kinglake West

Major access road of concern due to the length of the single road extending through a bushfire hazard area providing access to settlements.

73-007

Humevale / Kinglake West

Major access road of concern due to the length of the single road extending through a bushfire hazard area and providing access to settlements.

73-008

Kinglake West

Cluster of medium rural lots in a bushfire hazard area located in a valley between Kinglake National Park to the north, and Yan Yean Reservoir catchment area to the south.

73-009

Yan Yean

Disbursed medium rural lots adjacent to a bushfire hazard area associated with the vegetation along the western edge of the Yan Yean Reservoir.

73-010

South Morang / Plenty
Gorge Corridor

Urban bushfire hazard interface with existing residential areas to the immediate west of Plenty Gorge. Potential bushfire hazard at river interface associated with riparian
vegetation.
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16.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – CITY OF WYNDHAM

The City of Wyndham is located on the western fringe of
metropolitan Melbourne, midway between central Melbourne
(30 kilometres) and Geelong (35 kilometres). The municipality is
about 542 square kilometres in size.
Wyndham’s major residential areas are located centrally in the
municipality. They include Wyndham Vale, Werribee and Hoppers
Crossing, with planned extensions to the north-west and south
of the Princes Freeway (Point Cook). These areas are bound by
surrounding rural areas to the north and west, industry to the
east, and intensive agriculture, wastewater treatment, wetlands
and the Port Phillip Bay coastline to the south.

The settlements of Little River and Werribee South may
accommodate small levels of urban development, however they
are affected by various environmental and servicing constraints.
Major environmental features in the municipality include the
Werribee River, Skeleton Creek, Lollypop Creek, Little River,
Laverton Creek, Kororoit Creek (and their tributaries), the
coastline of Port Phillip Bay, the internationally significant
natural habitats and wetlands of Point Cook and the Western
Treatment Complex.

Two small rural settlements are located at the edges of the
municipality; Little River and Werribee South. Little River is a
township of approximately 660 people situated to the south-west,
adjacent to the municipal border with the City of Greater Geelong.
Werribee South, a township located to the east of the mouth of
the Werribee River, accommodates approximately 500 permanent
residents.

The Werribee River environs contain sites of state and regional
ecological and landscape significance. Skeleton and Lollypop
Creeks have inherent values linked to their intermittent nature
and the significant Western Plains grassland vegetation
communities which adjoin them. Little River contains values
of national significance and riparian vegetation of very high
ecological value. The protected Ramsar wetlands at Point
Cook and the Western Treatment Complex support habitat for
migratory birds.

The City of Wyndham has a population of approximately 156 600.
As Wyndham forms one of Melbourne’s principal growth areas,
further substantial urban growth is projected.

The predominantly flat topography and more sparsely vegetated
grassland environments found in Wyndham, presents a general
grassfire risk.

WYNDHAM – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED AREA
CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

75-001

Little River

Presence of scattered lots in close proximity to bushfire hazard derived from remnant patches of vegetation in and adjacent to the Little River riparian corridor.

75-002

Eynesbury

Future strategic direction for the growth of the township of Eynesbury. Grey Box Forest Reserve is located to the north of the settlement (within the Shire of Melton), creating a
bushfire hazard interface. Eynesbury is surrounded by a grassland environment in Wyndham.

75-003

Eynesbury

The general extent of the area identified for future development in Eynesbury specified under the Melton-Wyndham Development Plan, allowing the expansion of the
Eynesbury township in the Shire of Wyndham.
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17.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Yarra Ranges Shire is located about 30 kilometres east of central
Melbourne, forming the eastern fringe of the metropolitan area
and covering approximately 2447 square kilometres. Of this area,
over half is Crown land, consisting of state forests, reserves and
national parks.
The Shire has a population of approximately 150 200 of which the
vast majority are located in urban areas (approximately three
percent of its landmass), while the remainder are disbursed
across the balance of the Shire.
Approximately 55 suburbs, townships, small communities
and rural areas are located throughout the Shire. The broader
patterns of land use and settlement can be considered in terms
of five types, being suburban residential, foothills residential,
rural townships, rural living areas and rural areas. These land
use and settlement types are located as follows:
• Suburban residential areas consist of Chirnside Park, Lilydale,
Kilsyth and Mooroolbark.
• Foothills residential areas consist of Belgrave, Tecoma,
Upwey, Montrose and Mount Evelyn, which provide for
residential living that is integrated into an environmental
setting of extensive tree canopies. These areas are located
in the southern parts and lower slopes of the Dandenong
Ranges. Some areas do not have fully constructed roads, with
roadside verges retaining remnant vegetation. The extensive
vegetation coverage often connects with nearby bushland
areas, including the Dandenong Ranges National Park.
• Rural townships consist of Coldstream, Seville, Seville East,
Silvan, Healesville, Wandin, Warburton, Millgrove, Monbulk,
Woori Yallock, Yarra Glen, Seville and Yarra Junction.These are
dispersed throughout the rural parts of the Shire.

• Rural living areas constitute a complex arrangement of
landscape, land use and subdivision patterns and includes
residential areas along the Mount Dandenong ridge, buffer
areas between the urban and adjoining rural and green wedge
land, residential areas relatively remote from urban centres,
and several residential areas in the Yarra Valley.
• Rural areas are located in the northern, central and southeastern parts of the Shire.
The Shire accommodates various visually attractive landscapes
ranging from mountains through to an intricate mix of open
valleys and rolling foothills. The Shire also contains significant
areas of environmentally important remnant native vegetation,
which play a large role in defining the various landscapes.
Despite the clustering of several townships throughout the Shire,
the broader landscape of the municipality is one which contains
dwellings on lots of varying sizes and different environmental
characteristics. The Shire is known for its pristine aesthetic and
environmental quality and occupies a unique area of metropolitan
Melbourne and therefore has experienced development pressure
for rural living. As a result, the development pattern across the
municipality and in between definable settlements is one which
consists of dwellings located in environmentally significant
landscapes susceptible to bushfires and often connected to single
access roads.

The northern extent of the Shire was impacted by the Kilmore
East and Murrindindi bushfires that occurred on Black Saturday
in 2009. These fires burnt more than 160 000 hectares over their
full extent and resulted in the loss of 159 lives and 1790 houses.
The Ash Wednesday bushfires also burnt through the southeastern part of the municipality in 1983. Multiple smaller fires
have also occurred in the municipality.
Many settlements in bushfire hazard areas have limited
road access.This is due to the pattern of existing roads (both
minor unsealed access roads and major arterial roads), being
predominantly single carriageways following the topography and
landscape, in combination with extensive roadside vegetation
and access and egress only available in a prevailing fire direction.
There are also broader access concerns, relating to the ability of
the primary road network to accommodate the evacuation of the
area’s population during a fire event.

Owing to the large expanses of vegetation across the municipality,
the heavier forest fuels it supports and the steep and undulating
topography, large parts of the Shire are bushfire hazard areas.
In addition to dispersed townships there are numerous clusters
of small residential lots throughout these areas. The removal of
vegetation in and around many of these settlements is managed
by environmental and landscape-based overlays.

Regional Bushfire Planning Assessment | MELBOURNE METROPOLITAN REGION

49

YARRA RANGES MUNICIPAL MAP – MAP 1
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YARRA RANGES – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
77-001

LOCATION
Mooroolbark/ Montrose/
Mount Dandenong /
Kalorama/ Olinda/ Ferny
Creek/ Upwey/ The Patch

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
Multiple bushfire matters including:
• clusters of small and medium lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by interface with Dandenong Ranges National Park. Remnant vegetation generates
further bushfire hazard
• settlements are dispersed throughout vegetated areas both at the edge of and between national park land
• single access roads of concern servicing existing residential properties
• contains patches of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

77-002

Mount Evelyn / Monbulk/
Silvan

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• clusters of small and medium lots in a bushfire hazard area
• hazard generated by interface with Dandenong Ranges National Park and Silvan Reservoir catchment area. Remnant vegetation generates further bushfire hazard
• single access roads of concern servicing existing residential properties
• contains patches of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

77-003

Wandin North

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by remnant vegetation and proximity to Dandenong Ranges National Park.

77-004

Upwey/ Tecoma / Belgrave
/ Selby

Urban bushfire hazard interface of existing residential areas at the interface with Mount Dandenong National Park.

77-005

Belgrave South

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area established by vegetation extending into urban development emanating from the Dandenong Ranges National Park.
Small lots are dispersed in a bushfire hazard area generally north of Wellington Road and inclusive of Belgrave South area.
The landscape contains patches of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

77-006

Seville

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by patches of remnant vegetation.

77-007

Seville East

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by patches of remnant vegetation.

77-008

Yellingbo

Cluster of medium size lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by remnant vegetation and proximity to Dandenong Ranges National Park. Contains patches
of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

77-009

Woori Yallock / Launching
Place

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• small and medium size lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by remnant vegetation and proximity to Yarra Ranges National Park
• multiple interfaces between urban development and bushland throughout the area
• contains patches of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

77-010

Don Valley

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• clusters of small and medium lots in a bushfire hazard area
• hazard generated by interface with Yarra Ranges National Park in and around Don Valley
• multiple single access roads of concern servicing settlement including Don Road
• contains patches of vegetation of high conservation significance.
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YARRA RANGES – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE cont...
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

77-011

Yarra Junction / Wesburn

Small lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by surrounding bushland vegetation to the east and west. Lots are located in a bushland environment in
proximity to Yarra Ranges National Park.

77-012

Hoddles Creek

Medium lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by surrounding bushland vegetation and proximity to Yarra Ranges National Park.
Hoddles Creek adjoins vegetated undulating topography to the east and contains patches of vegetation of high conservation significance.

77-013

Gladysdale / Three Bridges
/ Gilderoy / Powelltown

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• mixture of small and medium lots in a bushfire hazard area
• contains several settlements that extend from Gladysdale to Poweltown along a single access road (Yarra Junction-Noojee Road)
• bushfire hazard generated by interface with Yarra State Forest to the east and proximity to Yarra Ranges National Park to the north
• contains patches of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

77-014

Warburton/ East
Warburton

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• mix of both small and medium-size lots in a bushfire hazard area
• hazard generated by multiple urban interfaces with Yarra Ranges National Park to the north and Yarra State Forest to the south
• settlements area serviced by single access roads
• settlements are located into a bushland environment of significant conservation value.

77-015

Big Pats Creek

Cluster of medium lots in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by interface proximity of lots to the Yarra State Forest to the east and surrounding bushland
vegetation.

77-016

McMahons Creek/ Reefton

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• small lots surrounded by bushfire hazard area
• urban development pattern with a direct interface to bushfire hazard
• settlements are serviced by a single access road
• area contains vegetation of high or very high conservation significance.

77-017

Toolangi/ Chum Creek

Multiple bushfire matters including:
• medium-size lots in a semi rural environment in a bushfire hazard area. Bushfire hazard generated by interface with Yarra Ranges National Park to the east. Remnant
vegetation generates further bushfire hazard
• single access roads of concern servicing existing properties.

77-018

Chum Creek / Healesville /
Badgers Creek

Small lots in vegetated settlements. Bushfire hazard generated by interface with Yarra Ranges National Park to the east. Remnant vegetation generates further bushfire
hazard.
Surrounding environment contains patches of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.
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YARRA RANGES – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE cont...
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

77-019

Chum Creek / Healesville /
Badger Creek

Urban bushfire hazard interface to the western edge of Yarra Ranges National Park.

77-020

Yarra Glen / Steels Creek

Mixture of lot sizes which have been developed in a linear corridor through Steels Creek in a bushfire hazard area.
Hazard generated by interface to Kinglake National Park to the west. Remnant vegetation generates further bushfire hazard.
Single access roads are dispersed throughout the area with rural-residential lots located in a bushland landscape setting. Primary road being Steels Creek Road with
connector roads onto Skyline Road extending through bushfire hazard area.
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