8.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – HORSHAM RURAL CITY

Horsham Rural City is located in the west of the region and has
an area of about 4345 square kilometres. It has a population of
approximately 20 250 of which the majority reside in the regional
centre of Horsham with a population of about 13 300.
The Shire is characterised by flat open plain landscapes,
expansive agricultural areas and natural lakes, wetlands
(including the internationally significant Natimuk-Douglas
Wetlands) and minor watercourses. Wheat and barley cropping,
legume production and grazing are the predominant agricultural
activities in the municipality. Discrete irrigation districts supply
limited dairy and horticultural operations.
The Wimmera River in the north-east, Grampians National Park
along the south-eastern border, Black Range Park in the south
and Mount Arapiles in the west of the municipality are dominant
natural features in the otherwise flat landscape. Areas of
significant biodiversity and bushfire hazard are generally limited
to these areas. Road and railway reserves also contain important
remnant vegetation and habitat. The protection of native
vegetation is managed through the Environmental Significance
Overlay which applies to the watercourses and catchments.

8.1

Northern area

Little Desert National Park extends into the north-eastern area
of the municipality. Large lot subdivisions dominate this area
which are devoid of woodland or forest vegetation and associated
bushfire hazard.

8.2

Central area

The central area contains a large number of settlements
clustered around the Wimmera Highway, including Horsham and
Natimuk townships. Grasslands are a known bushfire hazard to
some small residential and rural-residential lots which directly
adjoin watercourses and riparian vegetation.

8.3

Southern area

The Grampians National Park forms the south-eastern boundary
of the municipality. The national park and immediate surrounds
are identified as bushfire hazard areas. Nearby settlements
contain clusters of rural-residential lots in close proximity
to bushfire hazard areas. Some small and rural-residential
lots located in close proximity to vegetated watercourses and
wetlands are also identified as vulnerable to bushfire.
In 2009 the township of Horsham and surrounding bushland were
affected by the Black Saturday bushfires.
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HORSHAM – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENITIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

32-001

Dadswells Bridge

Western boundary of Dadswells Bridge settlement interfaces with bushfire hazard associated with remnant vegetation.

32-002

Horsham

Small lots in and surrounding Horsham and Riverside are located south of grasslands, the Wimmera River riparian corridor and associated bushfire hazard.

32-003

Toolondo

Cluster of small rural-residential lots around Toolondo are proximate to bushfire hazard area associated with remnant vegetation, primarily to the east.

32-004

Dadswells Bridge

Area at Dadswells Bridge is zoned for rural living and has further subdivision potential. It is proximate to the bushfire hazard area associated with riparian corridor along Mt
William Creek and Grampians National Park to the west.
Vegetation in the western portion of the area includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

32-005

Horsham

South-western extent of the urban settlement of Horsham in proximity to Horsham Golf Club. Area includes small lots that surround the golf course and interface with
bushfire hazard including grassland environments. This area was affected by the 2009 bushfires.
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9.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – MOORABOOL SHIRE

Moorabool Shire adjoins the western periphery of metropolitan
Melbourne and contains a peri-urban environment. It has a
land area of about 2110 square kilometres and a population of
approximately 28 600. The main centre is Bacchus Marsh, located
approximately 80 kilometres west of Melbourne.
Agriculture is the major sector in Moorabool’s economy and also
contributes to the rural landscape setting that typifies the Shire.
Agricultural production is predominantly broad-acre cropping
and grazing, with intensive horticulture on irrigated land around
Bacchus Marsh.
Moorabool Shire is characterised by its townships in rural
settings and its distinctive rural landscapes, which comprise a
diversity of vast ranges, grassland plains, gorges, and areas of
intensive horticulture.
Public land makes up a significant portion of the Shire. It includes
the Brisbane Ranges National Park, Lerderderg State Park,
Werribee Gorge State Park, the Wombat State and Pyrite State
Forests, and Long Forest Nature Conservation Reserve. The
topography is characterised by ranges and gorges, interspersed
with the Moorabool, Werribee, and Lerderderg Rivers. Additionally
much of the land is located in special water supply catchments.
A combination of environmental land management overlays
manages the protection of vegetation across large areas of the
municipality.
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9.1

North-eastern area

The Great Dividing Range extends across the north-east corner
of the municipality. This region contains the steep and hilly
landscape of the Lerderderg State Park, Wombat and Pyrite
State Forests and smaller conservation reserves. Scattered
settlements populate the vegetated foothills of these parks
and reserves and contain small residential or rural-residential
lots which directly interface with bushfire hazard areas. Other
settlements that are surrounded by these parks contain small
lots among a vegetated landscape. Some settlements in bushfire
hazard areas are accessed by unsealed single access roads.
Some rural areas with direct interface to the Lerderderg State
Park contain scattered remnant vegetation and riparian corridors.
These areas contain modest sized rural living lots with known
local fire conditions associated with grassland bushfire hazards
providing an interface between forested areas and surrounding
rural-residential lots. These bushfire hazard areas in some
instances also interface with land identified for potential ruralresidential development.

9.2

Western area

The western region of the municipality contains multiple pockets
of state forest, natural lakes, watercourses and a moderate
number of rural settlements across a largely agricultural
landscape. Settlements are located in the foothills or valleys
surrounding Mount Doran, Mount Egerton and other vegetated
hillsides and lakes. They contain rural-residential lots which
directly interface with bushfire hazards.

9.3

South-eastern area

The south-east region of the municipality also contains multiple
pockets of state forest, natural lakes and watercourses with a
lower number of rural settlements across a largely agricultural
landscape. This region contains the northern extent of the
Brisbane Ranges National Park. However, settlements are
generally limited to grassland environments and are separated
from more significant bushfire hazard areas.

MOORABOOL MUNICIPAL MAP
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MOORABOOL – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

50-001

Bacchus Marsh

Rural-residential lots to the east of Bacchus Marsh are in proximity to bushfire hazard area associated with the Long Forest Flora Reserve to the east.

50-002

Coimadai

Larger rural-residential lots to the north of Merrimu are in the bushfire hazard area associated with Lerderderg State Park to the north.

50-003

Bacchus Marsh

Residential lots to the north of Bacchus Marsh are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated primarily with Lerderderg State Park to the north

50-004

Korobeit / Myrniong

The area contains rural-residential lots east of Greendale adjoining the Lerderderg State Park in proximity to a bushfire hazard area. Lots are serviced via Mt Blackwood Road
which provides access into the state park.

50-005

Blackwood

Cluster of rural-residential lots, largely undeveloped, to the south of Blackwood are surrounded by Wombat State Forest and in the associated bushfire hazard area. Includes
vegetation of high and very high conservation significance in the northern portion of the area.

50-006

Korweinguboora

Korweinguboora is surrounded by Wombat State Forest and contains rural-residential lots in bushfire hazard area. Northern portion of the area includes vegetation of high
and very high conservation significance.

50-007

Gordon

Township of Gordon and rural-residential lots to the south of the Western Freeway are proximate to bushfire hazard areas associated with scattered remnant vegetation.

50-008

Mt Egerton

Residential and surrounding rural-residential lots at Mt Egerton are in the bushfire hazard area associated with patches of remnant vegetation in the township and Bungal
State Forest to the east.
Eastern (Bungal State Forest) and southern (Mount Egerton) portions of the area include vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

50-009

Gordon

Cluster of rural-residential lots north of Gordon are in a bushfire hazard area associated with vegetation.
Existing vegetation includes areas of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

50-010

Elaine

Cluster of residential and rural-residential lots at Elaine are in proximity to bushfire hazard areas associated with plantations to the west and remnant vegetation to the east.
Grasslands are also a bushfire hazard in the area.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

50-011

Mt Doran

Cluster of rural-residential lots at the township of Mt Doran are in the bushfire hazard area associated with the mountain to the north.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

50-012

Lal Lal

Residential and rural-residential lots at Lal Lal and in clusters to the south-west and south-east are in bushfire hazard areas associated with patches of remnant vegetation,
including in the properties.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

50-013

Buninyong

Cluster of rural-residential lots east of Buninyong adjoin Mount Buninyong and are proximate to the associated bushfire hazard area.

50-014

Yendon

Cluster of rural-residential lots at Yendon are in the bushfire hazard area primarily associated with patches of remnant vegetation to the south-west.

50-015

Blakeville

Rural-residential lots at Blakeville are surrounded by Wombat State Forest and are in the associated bushfire hazard area.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

50-016

Dales Creek

Dales Creek and the rural-residential lots in it are surrounded by the Wombat State Forest. Dwellings are in the bushfire hazard area associated with both the forest and
remnant vegetation on the lots.
The northern portion of the area includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.
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MOORABOOL – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE cont...
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
50-017

LOCATION
Greendale

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
Cluster of rural-residential lots at Greendale are in the bushfire hazard area associated with the Wombat State Forest to the north.
The northern portion of the area includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

50-018

Balliang East

Cluster of rural-residential lots surrounded by grasslands, a known bushfire hazard.

50-019

Greendale

A number of settlements rely on Greendale-Trentham Forest Road for access and egress from bushfire hazard area.

50-020

North Bacchus Marsh

Bacchus Marsh Framework Plan identifies investigation areas for potential rural living development to the north in bushfire hazard areas.

50-021

Bacchus Marsh

Bacchus Marsh Framework Plan identifies investigation areas east of Bacchus Marsh for potential rural living development in and in proximity to a bushfire hazard area.

50-022

Balliang

Area contains a cluster of lots and undeveloped land surrounded by grasslands which is a specific local condition and known bushfire hazard.

50-023

Barkstead

Rural-residential lots at Barkstead are surrounded by forest and in the associated bushfire hazard area. The northern portion of the area includes vegetation of high and very
high conservation significance.

50-024

Barkstead

Cluster of dwellings at Barkstead rely on dirt road for access and egress from bushfire hazard area.

50-025

Blackwood

Residential lots in the township of Blackwood are surrounded by Wombat State Forest and Lerderderg State Park (south-east) and are in the associated bushfire hazard area.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

50-026

Long Forest

Cluster of rural-residential dwellings rely on Long Forest Road for access and egress from bushfire hazard area..

50-027

Long Forest

Rural residential lots on Long Forest Road are in the bushfire hazard area associated with Long Forest Flora Reserve to the east, Djerriwarrh Creek to the east, and remnant
vegetation on the properties.
The western portion of the area includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

50-028

Morrisons

Cluster of residential and rural-residential lots in Morrison are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with plantations to the east. A riparian vegetation corridor
passes through the cluster.

50-029

Barry’s Reef

Residential and rural-residential lots at Barrys Reef, to the north of Blackwood, is surrounded by Wombat State Forest and is in the associated bushfire hazard area.
Includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance in the northern portion of the area.
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10.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Northern Grampians Shire is located in the centre of the region
and has a land area of about 5900 square kilometres. It has
a population of approximately 12 300 which largely resides in
Stawell and St Arnaud. Other larger townships include Halls Gap,
Great Western and Navarre, Stuart Mill, Marnoo and Glenorchy.
Agriculture is the dominant land use and industry in the Shire,
with key activities including sheep grazing in the south, animal
husbandry (pig farming) in the centre and broad acre cropping
(especially wheat) in the north-west.
The dominant landscape of the Grampians National Park is
located in the south-east of the municipality while the Kara
Kara State Park and Avoca River form its boundary. The northeastern part of the municipality consists of the foothills of the
Pyrenees Range while the north-western area extends into the
flat plains of the Wimmera. Lake Fyans and Lake Lonsdale form
the major water storages in the municipality. Areas of remnant
native vegetation are limited to these areas, road reserves and
watercourses.
The protection of native vegetation is managed through the
Environmental Significance and Significant Landscape Overlays,
which apply to significant lakes and elevated ridgelines. There is
known erosion risk in the vicinity of the Kara Kara State Park east
of St Arnaud which is identified through application of an Erosion
Management Overlay.

10.1 North-eastern area
The Greenock Historical and Kara Kara State Parks extend
between St Arnaud and Moyreisk in the north-east of the area.
Settlements located against these areas contain small and ruralresidential lots in or in close proximity to bushfire hazard areas.
Areas of native vegetation in the interface areas are of high and
very high conservation significance.

10.2 Central area
The Wimmera River traverses the central region of the
municipality. Large lot subdivisions dominate this area to the
north of the Wimmera River which are devoid of woodland or
forest vegetation and associated bushfire hazard.

10.3 South-western area
The area extending south-west of the Wimmera River contains
large agricultural subdivisions before development densities
increase towards the settlement boundary located along the
Western Highway. These areas are surrounded by vegetation of
high and very high conservation significance. The settlements
contain clusters of small and rural-residential lots located in
or in proximity to identified bushfire hazard areas. Grassland
environments provide an interface between more significant
bushfire hazard areas and surrounding settlements. These areas
contain single access arrangements.
The Grampians National Park extends across the southwestern corner of the municipality. The national park provides
a bushfire hazard with direct interface to adjacent settlements
with developed and undeveloped small and rural-residential lots.
Settlements surrounded by the national park contain clusters
of small and rural-residential lots in bushfire hazard areas. The
valued aesthetic and natural environment associated with the
park and rural interface also attracts development pressure in
bushfire hazard areas. These areas include vegetation mapped as
being of high and very high conservation significance.
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NORTHERN GRAMPIANS – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

57-001

Great Western

Rural-residential lots in the settlement of Great Western are in and in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with patches of remnant vegetation to the east. Includes
vegetation of high and very high conservation significance in the northern portion of the area.

57-002

Glenorchy

Residential lots at Glenorchy are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with remnant vegetation, primarily to the west.

57-003

St Arnaud

Residential lots in the town of St Arnaud are in or in close proximity to a bushfire hazard area associated with surrounding vegetation. Includes vegetation of high and very high
conservation significance.

57-004

St Arnaud Reservoir

Cluster of rural-residential lots to the north of St Arnaud are in or in proximity to bushfire hazard area associated with vegetation to the south-east. Includes vegetation of high
and very high conservation significance.

57-005

Stuart Mill

Residential and rural-residential lots in and around Stuart Mill are in the bushfire hazard area associated with surrounding state forest, Kara Kara State Park and Greenock
Historical Area, and vegetation in properties.
Includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

57-006

Great Western

Cluster of rural-residential lots, largely undeveloped, in proximity to bushfire hazard area associated with scattered patches of vegetation.

57-007

Stawell

Residential lots in the town of Stawell are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated primarily with Deep Lead Flora and Fauna Reserve to the north-east and
scattered patches of vegetation to the south-west.

57-008

Halls Gap

Limited access for residents in Halls Gap.

57-009

Deep Lead

Rural-residential lots in Deep Lead area in and in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with Deep Lead Flora and Fauna Reserve to the east and patches of
remnant vegetation in the area.

57-010

Roses Gap

Cluster of rural-residential lots in Roses Gap, largely undeveloped, are in the bushfire hazard area associated with the surrounding Grampians National Park. Existing
vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

57-011

Halls Gap

Residential lots in Halls Gap are in the bushfire hazard area associated with the surrounding Grampians National Park and vegetation on properties.
Existing vegetation includes areas of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

57-012

Halls Gap

Residential area of Halls Gap interfaces with bushfire hazard area associated with the Grampians National Park.

57-013

Halls Gap

Halls Gap Strategic Framework Plan provides for future residential development to the south-west, in an area of bushfire hazard and limited access.

57-014

Halls Gap

Halls Gap Strategic Framework Plan provides for future residential development to the north, in a bushfire hazard area.

57-015

Great Western

Planning scheme provides for rural-residential development in proximity to the bushfire hazard area to the east of Great Western.

57-016

Stawell

North-western boundary of Stawell interfaces with bushfire hazard area associated with the Deep Lead Flora and Fauna Reserve.

57-017

Stawell

Stawell Strategic Framework Plan provides for future residential development in proximity to a bushfire hazard area and near grasslands that are a known bushfire hazard.

57-018

St Arnaud

Western boundary of St Arnaud interfaces with bushfire hazard associated with remnant vegetation.

57-019

Black Ranges

Land generally in the Rural Conservation Zone located at the foothills of the Black Ranges. Land contains dispersed residential development adjacent to bushfire hazard
associated with the Black Ranges.
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11.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – PYRENEES SHIRE

Pyrenees Shire is located in the centre of the region and has
an area of about 3433 square kilometres. It has a population of
approximately 6900, the majority of which live in Beaufort, Avoca
and a number of smaller rural townships and settlements such
as Snake Valley. Beaufort is approximately 50 kilometres west
and Avoca is approximately 70 kilometres north-west of Ballarat.
These townships have populations of about 1050 and 950
respectively.
Rural-residential development has occurred on the periphery of
Beaufort, Avoca, Snake Valley and some of the smaller townships
and settlements in the Shire. Agriculture is the main industry in
the municipality, while the plantation and forestry sectors provide
significant contributions in the southern regions. Viticulture
is a growing sector that provides associated benefits for the
municipality’s tourism industry.
The steep hills and ridges of the Great Dividing Range traverse
the centre of the municipality. The range separates the
catchments for the Avoca and Wimmera Rivers to the north and
the Mount Emu Creek to the south. The Pyrenees Ranges, with its
steep hills and ridges, is the dominating feature of the north. The
southern area extends out to undulating basalt plains containing
a series of natural lakes and wetlands.
Areas of remnant forest vegetation are limited to the southern
slopes of the Great Dividing Range surrounding Beaufort, state
forests in the north-west (Mount Cole), central areas around
Waterloo and Beaufort and in the south-east (Snake Valley). The
protection of native vegetation is managed through environmental
land management overlays which apply to the water supply
catchments and numerous watercourses.

11.1 Northern area
The northern area of the municipality contains heavily vegetated
areas associated with the Pyrenees Ranges, Mount Cole, and
flora and fauna reserves. Settlements are often located on the
fringes of these areas and contain residential or rural-residential
lots which directly interface with bushfire hazards.
Settlements adjoining the Pyrenees Ranges contain clusters of
rural-residential lots serviced by single access roads. These
areas contain a direct interface with the bushfire hazard
associated with vegetation of high and very high conservation
significance vegetation.

11.2 Central area
The Great Dividing Range extends north-east across this area
and contains scattered plateaus with small rural settlements.
Settlements contain rural-residential lots which directly
interface with corresponding bushfire hazard areas. Grassland
environments provide an additional bushfire hazard interface
between forested environments and surrounding settlements.
Beaufort is located to the south of the Great Dividing Range and
is surrounded by state forest and isolated plantations. Clusters
of small and rural-residential lots are disbursed throughout
the region with direct interfaces with bushfire hazard areas.
These and other rural-residential settlements that are located
in proximity to bushfire hazard areas are frequently serviced by
single access roads.

11.3 Southern area
The southern area of the municipality is dominated by a large lot
subdivision pattern in a predominantly grassland environment.
Rural settlements are separated from plantations and other
patches of remnant vegetation. Townships located towards the
south-eastern corner of the municipality contain undeveloped
rural-residential lots in or in close proximity to vegetated bushfire
hazard areas.
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PYRENEES – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
59-001

LOCATION
Evansford

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
Rural-residential lots on the Waubra-Talbot road and at Evansford are in a bushfire hazard area associated with reserves to the north, patches of vegetation in the area and a
plantation.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

59-002

Burnbank

Grasslands in this area, bound by the Lexton-Talbot road and Sunraysia Highway, are a known bushfire hazard.

59-003

Lexton

Residential lots in the township of Lexton and surrounding rural-residential lots are in a bushfire hazard area associated with patches of vegetation and the reserve to the
west.

59-004

Amphitheatre

Residential lots and nearby rural-residential lots at Amphitheatre are in proximity to bushfire hazard areas associated with the flora and fauna reserve to the north and
patches of vegetation to the south.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

59-005

Glenpatrick

Cluster of rural-residential lots at Glenpatrick in the bushfire hazard area associated with the surrounding Pyrenees Range.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

59-006

Snake valley

Residential lots in the township of Snake Valley and surrounding rural-residential lots are in and in proximity to bushfire hazard area associated with reserves to the south and
vegetation on properties.

59-007

Beaufort / Main Lead /
Raglan / Chute / Waterloo

Multiple bushfire considerations including clusters of small and medium size lots in a dispersed settlement pattern in or in close proximity to bushfire hazard area associated
with the adjacent Great Dividing Range.
Settlement pattern developed in a linear form along Main Lead road with connecting single access roads servicing surrounding dwellings.
Northern and southern boundaries of Beaufort interface with bushfire hazard.
Existing vegetation includes areas of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

59-008

Nowhere Creek

Cluster of larger rural-residential lots in a dispersed settlement pattern surrounding Nowhere Creek are in and adjacent to bushfire hazard associated with the reserve to the
north. Area includes access constraints.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

59-009

Landsborough

Residential lots in the township of Landsborough and surrounding rural-residential lots are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with the flora and fauna reserve
to the east.

59-010

Barkly

Rural-residential lots around Barkly, although largely undeveloped, are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area primarily associated with the St Arnaud Range National Park
to the north-east.

59-011

Moonabel

Residential lots in the township of Moonambel and nearby rural-residential lots.
Cluster of rural-residential lots at Moonambel in close proximity to bushfire hazard area.
Existing vegetation includes areas of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

59-012

Redbank

Residential lots in Redbank and surrounding rural-residential lots are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with the adjoining state forest to the south and St
Arnaud Range National Park to the west.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.
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PYRENEES – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE cont...
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE
59-013

LOCATION
Percydale

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION
Largely undeveloped small rural lots south-east of Percydale are in the bushfire hazard area associated with the reserve to the west.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

59-014

Avoca

Residential lots in the township of Avoca are in or in close proximity to bushfire hazard area associated with the reserve to the east and patches of remnant vegetation in the
town.
Existing vegetation includes areas of vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

59-015

Homebush

Cluster of generally undeveloped rural-residential lots at Homebush are in proximity to bushfire hazard areas associated with patches of remnant vegetation.
Existing vegetation includes areas of high and very high conservation significance.

59-016

Avoca

Eastern boundary of Avoca interfaces with bushfire hazard associated with vegetation reserve.

59-017

Beaufort

Clusters of small lots in Beaufort which are adjacent to bushfire hazard area to the north and south-east of the township.

59-018

Glenpatrick

Single constructed road services cluster of dwellings at Glenpatrick in bushfire hazard area.

59-019

Avoca

Avoca Strategy Plan provides for residential development towards an area of bushfire hazard associated with remnant vegetation to the east.

59-020

Snake Valley

Dwellings rely on single access roads for egress in a bushfire hazard area.
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12.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – WEST WIMMERA SHIRE

West Wimmera Shire is located in the west of the region and
has an area of about 9000 square kilometres. It has a population
of approximately 4600, which largely resides in Edenhope and
Kaniva with the rural areas and small townships accounting for
the balance of the municipality’s population.
Typical of the Mallee, agriculture is the predominant land use and
industry, with a focus on cereal, legume and oil seed cropping,
with some grazing activities in the north and hay production in
the south. The municipality contains significant areas of pine
plantation in the southern areas.
The municipality also contains large areas of public land
associated with the Little Desert National Park in the north,
Dergolm State Park in the south and a multitude of state forests
in between. The southern area of the municipality contains
numerous lakes, wetlands and watercourses. Flora and fauna
communities vary throughout the Shire, ranging from woodlands
and wetlands in the south and desert scrublands in the north.
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12.1 Northern area
The Little Desert National Park extends across the northern part
of the municipality. Large lot subdivisions dominate the area to
the north of the national park which contains limited settlements,
woodland or forest vegetation and associated bushfire hazard.

12.2 Southern area
Settlements in the southern area are scattered throughout the
agricultural landscape and surrounding large areas of state
park and pine plantations. The settlements contain clusters
of developed and undeveloped small and rural-residential lots
located in or in proximity to these bushfire hazard areas and
grassland bushfire hazard.
The Glenelg River extends through the south-western corner
of the municipality. The river and its riparian corridors extend
through settlements with lots in close proximity to bushfire
hazard areas.

WEST WIMMERA MUNICIPAL MAP – MAP 1
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WEST WIMMERA – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

71-001

Dergholm

Cluster of small rural lots in the township of Dergholm are in and in proximity to a bushfire hazard area associated with Roseneath Reference Area to the west and Dergholm
State Park to the east. A number of properties in the areas are also vegetated.

71-002

Chetwynd

Cluster of small rural lots in Chetwynd, which are largely developed as farmland, and are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with reserves to the north and
west and riparian vegetation.

71-003

Scrubby Lake

Cluster of generally undeveloped rural-residential lots that are in or in proximity to a bushfire hazard area. In the southern portion of the area, the lots include vegetation of
high and very high conservation significance.

71-004

Apsley

Residential lots in the township of Apsley are in a bushfire hazard area associated with the reserve to the south and scattered remnant vegetation in the township.
To the west of Apsley, the land is largely undeveloped small and rural-residential lots in proximity to the bushfire hazard area.
The south-western portion of the area includes vegetation of high and very high conservation significance.

71-005

Lake Charlegrark

Although largely undeveloped, there are a number of small rural lots around Lake Charlegrark. Council is experiencing some development pressure in the area.
The area is largely grasslands, with some vegetation to the south of the lake. Grasslands are a known bushfire hazard.

71-006

Edenhope

Residential lots in the north-west of Edenhope are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area to the west of the town, primarily associated with a reserve.

71-007

Douglas

Residential lots in the township of Douglas are in proximity to the bushfire hazard area associated with the reserve to the north-west.

71-008

Harrow

Residential lots in the township of Harrow are in the bushfire hazard area associated with patches of vegetation both in and adjacent to the town, and riparian vegetation along
the Glenelg River to the east.
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13.0

MUNICIPAL OVERVIEW – YARRIAMBIACK SHIRE

Yarriambiack Shire is located in the north-west of the region and
has an area of approximately 7158 square kilometres. It has a
population of approximately 7600 which largely resides in rural
settlements.
Agricultural and broad acre cropping are the main land uses
in the municipality. Yarriambiack contains significant areas of
remnant Mallee vegetation in the Big Desert Wilderness Park,
Wyperfeld National Park, Paradise Flora and Fauna Reserve,
Outlet Creek, Wathe Flora and Fauna Reserve and Albacutya
Reserve.
The extensive flat agricultural areas of the municipality were
historically cleared of remnant vegetation limiting significant
flora and fauna values to the parks, waterways, reserves and road
reservations. Grassland, scrubland and riparian corridors are the
primary bushfire hazard areas in the Shire.
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13.1 Northern area
The Wyperfeld National Park extends into the northern area of
the municipality. Lake Albacutya and a series of smaller reserves
are located along the southern boundary of the national park.
Open agricultural areas with infrequent linear corridors of
remnant vegetation exist throughout the landscape. Settlements
in the area are not generally in proximity to bushfire hazard areas.

13.2 Southern area
Vegetated areas in the southern portion of the Shire are generally
limited to watercourse and road reserves. Grassland and areas
around lake environs are known bushfire hazards which provide
an interface between rural-residential settlements and more
significant bushfire hazards.

YARRIAMBIACK MUNICIPAL MAP

N
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YARRIAMBIACK – IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION TABLE
IDENTIFIED
AREA CODE

LOCATION

IDENTIFIED AREA DESCRIPTION

78-001

Murtoa

Grasslands and area around Lake Marma (under dry conditions) are a known bushfire hazard to Murtoa.

78-002

Yaapeet

Residential lots in Yaapeet are in grasslands and scrublands, which are known bushfire hazards.

78-003

Hopetoun / Rosebery /
Beulah / Brim / Lah /
Warracknabeal / Kellalac

The Yarriambiack Creek traverses north to south through the centre of the Shire in parallel with the Henty Highway. The creek corridor includes riparian vegetation and is
surrounded by grassland and cereal crops which are known bushfire hazards. Several settlements interface with the creek and associated bushfire hazard.

78-004

Patchewollock

Grasslands and scrublands which are known bushfire hazards provide an interface between dwellings at Patchewollock and Dattuck Reference Area to the south.
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